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^'>^'d vert I S E M E NT, 

^fHE great noifewbicb the following work 
has made in foreign parts, on account oftb^ 
author s freedom in regard to matters ofreligionf 
may probably ocfajion fome people to be offended 
with the publication^ of it in EAgliJh. But an 
exception of this kind mufi furely be the effeB of 
-prejudice y and is ifnpojjible to be defended upon 
the principles of reafon and philofaphy. True 
religion is not afraid of bearing tbeJiriSleJi exa^ 
ptinationy the attacks of infidels ^ infiead of 
weakening her authority y rather contribute to 
her triumphs. She is ever neadjf to bear what 
her aiherfaries have to oppofe ; and calmly enr 
4^avour.s tQ refute their errors. This is a 
maxim agreeable to found fenfe^ and the cor^trary 
4oBrine is calculated only for the meridian of the 
inquifition. 

- It mtiji be acknowledged^ however, that in 

writings of this fort, fome regard ought to be 

Jhewn to the illiterate and the vulgar y neither is 

it fit that their minds Jhould be unhinged in their 

afent to the true religion. This indulgence to the 

public isfi)ewn in the following tranfiation, which 

has been undertaken chiefiy to prevent the work 

from being rendered into Englifl) by fome other 

hand, who would perhaps have been glad of the 

opportunity of fpreading its errors. Care has 

therefore been taken to make proper firiSlures on 

fucb 
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fucb paffages as are moji exceptionable^ and everl - 
to refute^ at large fome articles wincb may be 
fufpeSied to have a dangerous tendency ^ 

T^hefe are blemijhesj which i as ajudiciouj crir 
tic obferves *, are capable of disfiguring^ but mt^ 
intireiy defiroying the merit of this work; I'bg 
our author is no divine i he is a poet i an hifiortani* 
a phila/bpberi and in many refpeSls a. moji agreed , 
able v>rit&^ In fucb a multiplicity of articles 
be has arf opportunity df difplaying nQt only bif 
ivtt aAd humour,^ but likewije a great fund (f 
erudition^ Where he does not intermeddle with 
religion, be is laefy eniertainingi md oft-entimes 
infiruBHv^^ E*i3en 'when writing on Religious 
matters^yhe is not alwayi deferring pf ed^ur^ j 
for injlance^ his 'article of toleration confai^s esf^ 
cdlent do&rine, and Jhews bim JxO b^, e^oWed 
with good-nature and humanity. Thii\^ppeafs 
even in She fingur^rHy^of many of. bi^, i%oiignsi 
"which ^ene owing to the favour cd>k- opinion be 
antertainsi of mankind.. He thinki ihf^\ '^^ ^T^ 
no$ natutal^. prone to vice; thai virtue ^onfijis 
only in dmggood to^ our. neighbour ; fb(it\r^itb^t 
the Greeks nor Romans /cvere idolaters y opinions i 
which J however errotmuSf are an^ indiciitioH-tf 
his benevolent difpofi t ion*: \. / • 

. - . .1 'ii ... ■ ■ I* I I I ' ' 1 1 1^ I I.Y - 

\* See Critkal fi^wewi' December 1764. ' 
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A P.HILOSpPHICAL 

DICTION AR Y* 

ABRAHAM. 

ABRAHAM is a name famous in Afia Minor 
and Arabia^ like Thaut among the Egyp- 
tians^ the firft Zoroafter in Pcrtia, Hercules- 
in Greece, Orpheus in Thracia, Odin among the 
J^orthcrn Nations, and many others, known rather 
by. their celebrity: than by any authentic hiftory. 
— Here I.fpeak only of prophane hiftory ; for as 
to that of the Jews, our teachers and our ene- 
mies, whom we believe and deteft at the fame 
tioK, the Mftory of; this people.having manifeftly 
bficn written by the Holy Ghoft, we have for it 
a}l the fentiments we ought. We here addrefs 
burfelves only to the Arabs, who boaft of being 
dcfcended from Abraham by lihmael, and believe 
that this patriarch built Mecca, and that he died in 
this city. The truth is, that llhmaers progeny- 
has been favoured by God infinitely more than 
that of Jacob. Both races,, indeed, have pro- 
duced robbers, biit the Arabian robbers have pro- 
digioufly furpaffed the Jewilh. Jacob's defcend- 

B antj 
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4 A PHILOSOPHICAL 

anu conquered only a very ftnall country, and that 
they afterwards lott •, whereas the defendants of 
Ilhfni^el have extended their conquefts over a part 
of Europe, AfJk, and Africa, have founded an em- 
pire greater than the Romans, and have driven the 
Jews from thofe holes of theirs, which they called 
the Land of Promife. 

To judge of things only by the inftances of 
mxsditfrn hiftories, it is not likely that Abraham 
fliould have been the father of two nations fo very 
different : we are told that he was born in Chaldea, 
the fon of a poor potter, who fubfifted by making 
\\Ttlc earthen idols. Now how fhould this potter*s 
fon go and found Mecca, at the diftance of three 
hundred leagues, and over imprafticable defarts ? 
If he was a conqueror, he certainly would have 
bent his arms againft the fine country of Af- 
fyria ; and if only a poor mam, as reprefented tp 
u$, he could hardly found kiogdioms in foreign 
parts, his. only monarchy muft have bem his 
home. 

Geneiis makes him feventy-five years of agfe 
when he left the country of Haran, after the 
death of his father Terah* the potter. Bvit the 
{stmt book fays, that Terah having begotten Abm- 
ham in his fcveiitieth year, he lived to^ the age of 
two hundred and five years (A), and that Abrahatti 

did 



(A) M. Voltaire is ready to ftart objeftions, but never of- 
fers to give any folution. The fcripture %s. Gen. xi. tliat 
** Terahi after having lived ieventy years, begot Abraham, 
^« Nachor, and Haran." Now though Abrrfiam be named 
firft,.it is not certain that he was the eldeft of the three : o& 
the contrary, it feems probable, that he was not born in.tKe 
feventieth year of Terah ; becaufe it is exprefsly faid, in the 
following chapter, that Abraham going from Haran imiiicr 
diately after the death of his father, who departed this life at 

the 
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did ,nQt .lea^ve Haran till after his father's deceafe : 
•thus from Genefis itfelf it is clear, that Abrahaov 
when he left Mefopotamia, was an hundred and 
4jhirty\five. years of ^ge j and he osnly went from 
<)ne idolatrous country to. another, called Sictv^nA 
in Paleftinc. And ^hereifore did he go thither ? 
why leave Euphrates' fertile banks for fo rocky, 
fo barren (B) .a country, as that of Sichem, and 
withal fo remote ? The Chaldean tongue muft 
;have been very different from that of Sicnem, nei- 
ther was, it a t]:a4ing place. Sichem is above an 
hundred leagues from Ghaldea, and wjth many de- 
fart$ to pais through ; but God ordered hinl on 
this journey^ intending tofhew hiw tlie country 



the age of 205 years, was then only feventy-five years old. 
*rhe confequerice is, that Abraham was born in the i30th 
year of the* life of Terah, arid not in the feventieth : fo that 
T^r«h*having begun to have children in tbeiearcnticth yearof 
bis Ufe^-Iiamn and Nachor;muil|i6ceirarily have been bom 
.before Abraham: there£bre Abraham depart^ from .HanHi 
in jMefppotannia, not in tji? 135th, but in th^e y^th yea^ of 
his age. . . 

(B) ^he author, upon all occafions, reprefen'ts the country 
of Paleffine as a barren difagreeable fpot, and not at all an- 
fWerihg thfe defcription in Holy Writ, where it is called a 
Xtand blowing with Milk and Honey. But we^may obiferve,with 
the learned Dr.Shaw, that, were the Holy Laod fo well peopled 
. and cultivated at prefent asv in former times, it would flill be 
more fruitful than the very beft part of Syria and Phcenice. 
The barrennefs or fcarcity, which' fome autfibrs, either ig- 
norantly or malicioufly, complain of, does riot proceed from 
the incapacity or natural unfruitfiilnefs of the, country, but 
from the want X)f inhabitants, and the gr§^. ajn^i^fipn the/e is 
to labour and induftry in thofe few who pof&fs it: otherwiie 
the la^ is itiil capable of afibrdiogit^ neighbouFS the like 
fupplijBSof com and oil, which it is koown-to have done in the 
time of Solomon* Thus ^thepe is no forming, an idea of its 
^antient ^flpurifhing (late from its prefent barrtn condition,^ 
- whiah isf entirely owing to the want of culture* 

B' 2 which 
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which his iffue were to poflefs many centuries sfter 
him. The reafons of fuch a journey are what the 
human mind can never conceive (C). 

No fooner has he reached the little rocky coun* 
' try of Sichem, than a famine obliges him as hafti- 
iy to decamp, and he goes away to Egypt^ in queft 
of afubfiftence. Memphis lies two hundred leagues 
from Sichem ; now is it natural to go for corn fo 
very far, and where one knows nothing of the 
tongue ? Thefe are odd peregrinations for a man 
near an hundred and forty years old. 

With him he brings to Memphis his wife Sarah, 
whoj in age, was little more than a child to him, 
being only in her fixty-fifth year. As fhe had a 
great fhare of beauty, he was for turning it to ac- 
count : make as if you were only my lifter, faid 
he to her, that I may have kindnefs fhewn to me 
for your fake. He rather fhould have faid to her. 
Make as if you were my daughter. — The king be- 
came fmictcn with young Sarah, and gave her 
fliam brother abundance of fheep, oxen, .he affes, 
fhe afles, camels, and man fervants, and maid fcr- 
yants ; a proof that Egypt, even then, was a very 
powerful and well policed, and confequently a ve- 
ry antient kingdom. ; and that brothers coming to 
make a tendre of th^ir fitter to the kings of Mem- 
phis were magnificently rewarded. 

Young Sarah had, according to fcripture, reach- 
ed her ninetieth year, when God promifed I)er that 
Abraham, then full an hundred and fixty, fhould 
get her with child within the twelvemonth. 



(C) One would imagine our author had never heard of 
fuch a memorable «ra as " The Call of Abraham," when 
this holy man was made choice of to be the fiock and father 
of all believers. 

Abraham, 
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Abraham, being fond of travelling, went into 
the frightful wildernefs of Kadelh, with his preg- 
nant wife, who, it feems, was ftill fo young and 
gretty, as to kindle in a king of this wildernefs the 
ke paffion which the Egyptian monarch had felt 
for her. The Father of the Faithful here enjoined 
her the fame lie as in Egypt : and thus his wife, 
palling for his fifter, got more cattle and fervants ; 
fo that Sarah turned out noinconfiderable fortune to 
him. Commentators having written a prodigious 
number of volumes to juftify Abraham's con- 
duft (D), and reconcile chronology, to thofe com- 
mentaries we muft refer the reader. They are 
all the works of men of great parts and fagacity, 
confummate metaphyficians, void of all prepoflef-^ 
lion, and the fartheft in the world from any thing 
of pedantry. 

ANGEL. 

ANGEL, in Greek a Messenger ; it matters 
little to be informed' that the Perfians had 
their Peries, the Hebrews their Malacs, and the 
Greeks their Demonoi. 

But what may, perhaps, be more intcrefting to 
know IS, that the fuppofition of intermediate be- 
ings between the Deity and us, prevailed among 
the firft men ; thefe are the demons and genii 
feigned by antiquity ; man has always made the 



(D) Inhere is no nec^ffity forya^ifying Abraham's condud: 
though Sarah might have been Abraham's After by the fathers 
fide, and confequently the expreflion be true ; yet it was am- 
t)iguous, and calculated for deception, and therefore cannot 
be jiiftified. Abraham, though father of the fsdthful, was 
fiibjeft to human infirmities, and here, m particular, he be^ 
trayed his dSfbiift of God's provideqee. 

* B 3 gods 
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gods in his own likcnefs. As princes were feen 
to fignify their orders by meflfengers, the Deity <^ 
courfe alfo difpatches couriers. Mercury and 
Iris were celeftial couriers and meffeng^rs. 

The Hebrews, thj^t chpfen people, under the 
immediate guidance of the Deity itielf, at firft gave 
no names to the angels whom God, after lomc 
time, was plcafcd to fend to them 5 but, during 
their captivity in Babylon, they borrowed the 
names ufed by the Chaldeans. ' The firft word 
we hear of Michael and Gabriel is in Daniel, then 
a flave among thofe people. Tobias, a Jew, whq 
lived^at Nineveh, knew the Angel Raphael, who 
took a journey with his fon, to help him in getting; 
a fup7 of money due to hiin by Gabel, likewife 4 
jew. 

In the Jewilh laws, i. e. in Leviticqs and Deu- 
teronomy, not the leaft mention is made of the ex- 
iftence of angels, much lefs of worfliipping them j 
accordingly the Sadducees believed no fuch thing. 

But in the hiftories of the Jews they frequently 
pccur; thefe angels were corporeal, and with wing$ 
at their back, as the Mercury of the Pagans had 
at his heels. Sometimes they concealed their 
wings under their apparel. Bodies they furely 
had, for they ate and drank; and the inhabitants of 
Sodom were for abufing the angels who had come 
on a vifit to hot. 

The antient Jewilh tradition, according to Ben 
Maimon, makes ten degrees or orders or angels. 
1. The Chaios Acodelh, pure, holy. 2. The Ofar 
inins, rapid. 3. The Oralim, the ftrong. 4. The 
Chafmalim, the flanies. 5. The Seraphim, fparks^ 

6. The Malachim, angels, meflengers, deputies, 

7. The Eloim, the gods, or judges. 8. The 
Ben Eloim, children of the gods. 9, Ch?rubim^ 
images. lo. Ychim, the animated. 

The 
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The hiftory of the fall of the angels is not to be 
met with in the books of Mofes ; the firft word of 
it is in the prophet Ifaiah, who, in a divine rapture, 
calls out to the king of Babylon, " What is become 
of the exafter of tributes ? the fir-trees and cedars 
rejoice at thy overthrow : how art thou fallen from 
heaven, O Helel, thou morning ftar?" ThisHE- 
J.EL has been rendered by the Latin word Lucifer; 
the appellation of Lucifer has afterwards been al- 
Jegoncally transferred to the prince of the angels 
who dared to make war in heaven. And laftly, 
this name, originally fignifying Phofphorus, and 
the dawn of day, is come to denote the devil. 

The Chriftian religion is founded on the fall of 
the angels : the rebels were tumbled down from 
the fpheres of blifs into hell, in the center of the 
earth, and became devils. A devil tempted Eve 
vnder the figure of a ferpent, and brought damnar 
tioii upon mankind, till Jefus came to deliver 
them, triuipphing over the devil, who, however, 
ftill tempts us. i et is this fundamental tradition 
to be found only in the apocryphal bool^ of 
Noah (E), and there quite differently froni the re-, 
ceived traditions. 

St. Auftin, in his hundred and ninth letter, ex- 
jprefsly attributes ethereal or very thin bodies both 



(E) If our author means by fundamental tradition the 
. ^^ Fall of the angels," a$ he fcems to do, he is csertainly mit 
taken whenhe faysitis to befoundonlyin th^ apocryphal boolt 
of Noah : for in the zd of St.Peter, c. u. ver. 4. it is expreii* 
(y fidd» *< For if God ipared not the angels that fumed, but 
** ca& them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of 
** darknefs." I'he like we find in the epiftle of St. Jude, ver. 
6, " And the angels, which kept not their firft eftate, but left 
^* their own habitation, he hath refcrvcd in everlafting chaina 
** under darknef^.'* 
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to good and bad angels. Pope Gregory II. has re- 
duced the ten degrees of Jewifli angels to nine 
choirs, to nine hierarchies or orders. Thefe are 
the Seraphim, the Cherubim, Thrones, Domini- 
ons, Virtues, Powers, Archangels, and laftly, the 
Angels, from^ whom the other eight hierarchies 
receive their appellation. 

The Jews had in the temple two cherubim, each 
with two heads, one of an ox, the other of an ea- 
gle, with fix wings : but for fbme time paft they 
have been painted as a flying head, with two little 
wings under the ears, as angels and archangels arc 
under the figure of young perfons, with two wings 
at their back. As to the dirones and* dominions, 
the pencil has not yet prefuraed to meddle with 
them, 

St, Thomas, queftion 1 18, article 2, fays, That 
the thrones are as near to God as the cherubim and 
feraphim, becaufe it is on them that God fits;. Sqo- 
tus has computed the angels to amount to a thou- 
sand, millions. The antient mythology of good 
and bad genii havirigfpread itfelf into Greece, and 
fo on to Rome, it has there been fanftified, and to 
every man has been affigned.a good and evil an- 
gel; one affifting him, and the other annoying 
nim, from his cradle to his coffin: but, whether 
thefe good and evil angels continually ihift ftauons 
from one to another, or whether they are relieved 
by others of their order, is not yet known. Here- 
upon St. Thomas's Summary of Divinity may be 
confulted. 

Neither is it exaftly known, where the angels 
keep themfelves^ whether in the air, the- void, or 
the planets ; this God has thought fit to cor^qeal 
from us. 
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ANTHROPOPHAGI, 

X Or Man-eaters. 

THAT there have been Anthropophagi, or 
man-eaters, is but too true ; fuch were foundia 
America, and there may be fomefti I; and inantient 
time it was not the.Cyclops alone who fometinics fed 
upon human flefh. Juvenal relates, that among 
'the Egyptians, that people fo famous for its laws, 
fo wife, and fo very devout as to worfhip crocodiles 
and onions, the Tintirites ate one of their enemies 
who had fallen into their hand$. And this is not a 
t^e on hear-iay : this inhuman a£t was committed 
almoft under his eyes, he being then in Egypt, 
and but a little way frqm Tintira. He farther 
quotes the Gafcons and the Sagontines, who ufed to 
cat their countrymen. 

In 1725, four Miffiffippi favages were brought 
to Fontainbleau, where I had the honour of con- 
verfing with them. One being a lady of the coun- 
try, I took the liberty to afk her, whether (he had 
ever eaten men, to which, with an unconcerned 
franknefs, (he anfwcred in the affirmative. On my 
appearing fqmething fliocked, (he excufed hcrfelf, 
faying, that it was better, after killing an enemy, 
to eat him, than to leave him to be devoured by 
beafts, and.that conquerors deferved the preference. 
We in pitched battles or encounters kill our neigh- 
, bours, and, for a moft fcanty hire, prepare a moft 
plentiful meal for ravens and worms. Herein it is 
that lies the horror, here is the guilt : what Ggnifies 
it to a dfead man being eaten by a foldier,or a crow, 
oradog? 

We fhew a greater refpeft to the dead than the 
living ; but both claim our regard. The policed 

nations. 
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nations, as they are called, were in the right not tQ 
fpit their enemies, as from eating neighbours they 
would foon come to eat countrymen, by which the 
focial virtues would be reduced to alow ebb. But 
the policed nations, far from having been always 
fo, were, for a long time, wild and favage, and 
amidft the multitude of revolutions in this globe, 
the human race has been fometimes very numerous, 
fometimcs very thin. The prefent cafe of the ele^r 
phants, lions, and tygers, whofe fpecies are very 
much decreafed, has been that of man. In times, 
when a country was bare of inhabitants, they live4 
chieflv by hunting j fcarce any other arts or trades 
were known among them •, and the cuftom, of feed- 
ing on what they had killed, almoft naturally le^ 
them to treat their, enemies like their deer and 
boars. The facrifice of human vift^ms was the 
cfied of fuperftition, the eating them was owing 
to neceflity. 

Which is the greater crime, to hold a folemn af. 
fcmbly, in order to plunge a knife, by way of ho- 
nouring the Deity, into the heart of a beautiful 
girl, adorned with fillets and ribbons ; or to pick 
the bones of an ugly fellow, whom we have kille4 
in our own defence ? 

Yet we have more inft^nces of facrificing girl$ 
{and boys, than of eating them ; there is fcarce a 
known nation where fuch facrifices have not ob^ 
tained. Among the Jews it was called the Ana-r 
thema ; this was a re^ facrilice, and the 27th chap^ 
%CT of I-cviticus enjoins not to fpare the fouls which 
have 1>een devoted : but in no place are they or-r 
dered to eat them ; they are only threatened with 
It ; and Mofes, as we have feen, fays to the Jews, 
that if they fail in obferving his ciercmonies, they 
fhall not only be plagued with the itcb»,but that 

mpthers 
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mothers fhall eat their children (F). In Ezekiel's 
time, indeed, the'eating of human flefh muft have 
been common among the Jews, as he foretels 
them in chap, xxxix. That God will give them not 
otxlj to eat the horfes of their enemies, but eveii 
the riders, and the other great warriors. This is 
clear and pofitive (G) *, and indeed why might not 
the Jews hare been man-eaters, fince this only was 
wanting to render the chofen people of God the 
moft abominable upon earth. 

I have read, in the anecdotes of the hiftory ofEng* 
land, in Cromwell's time, of a woman who kept a 
tallow-chandler*sfhop atDublin, whofecandles were 
remarkably good, and made of thefatofEngli(hmen« 
Some time after one of her cuftomers complaining 
that her candles were not fo good as ufual, why, faid 
ihe, for this month paft I Have had few or no Eng- 
liihmen. I would fain know who was moft guilty^ 
they who murdered the Engliih, or this woman 
who made fuch good candles of their tallow ? 



' (F) This is donounced as a curfe, that the mothers ikall 
eat their childitii through extreme hunger. 

(G) This is a flxange perverfion of Ezekiel : the chapter 
fibove-mentioned contains God's judgment up<m Gog, Ifrael's 
vidoiy, and the feaft of the fowls. The prophet foretels a 
complete viAoiy over Gog, his princes, and Ms army. The 
£eid where they are ilain is compared to a table of entertain- 
ment, and the feathered fowls and beafts of the fieki are in- 
vited to partake of it. ** Come and gather yoorielves to my 
iacrifice, ye Ihall eat the flefh of the mighty, and drink the 
bipod of the princes of the earth ; ye Ihall be filled at my ta- 
)Ae with hories and chariots,^' that is, with horfemen and thoie 
who ride in chariots. Is this a proof, that the eating of hu- 
man flefh was common among the Jews, becaufe, after the 
Slaughter of an enemy, their dead bodies were eqpofed to the 
^thered fowls and beaiU of the field? 



APIS. 
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APIS. 

WAS it as a god, as a fymboU or as an or, thafi 
Apis was worfhippcd at Memphis ? I am 
inclined to think that i; was as a god by the fanatics^ 
and only as a mere fymbol by the wife, whilft the 
ftopid people worlhipped the ox. Was it well in 
Cambyfes, when he had conquered Egypt, to kill 
this ox with his own hands ? why not ? He gave 
the weak to fee, that their god might be roafted, 
and nature not ftir a finger to revenge fuch a facri- 
Ibge. The Egyptians have been greatly cried up ; 
b«t I, for my part, fcarce know a more contemt>ti- 
bie people. There muft ever have been both in 
their temper and government, fome; radical vice, 
by which they have been kept in a perpetual fervi- 
code. I allow that in thofe times of which we have 
icarce any knowledge, they over-ran the earth, but 
^ce the hiftorical ages, they have been^ fubdued 
by all who thought it worth their while ; by the 
Affyrians; the Perfians, the Greeks, the Rbmans, 
the Arabians, the Mamelucs> the Turks ; in (hort, 
by every body except our Crois^^s, thefe being 
more imprudent than the Egyptians were coward- 
ly. It was the corps of Mamelucs which defeated 
the French. Perhaps there are but two tolerable 
things in this nation ; the firft, a freedom of con- 
fcience -, they who worfhipped an ox never com- 
pelling thofe who worfhipped a monkey to change 
their religion ; the fecond, the hatching of chick- 
ens in ovens. 

We have many pompous accounts of their py^ 
ramids 5 but thefe very pyramids are monuments 
of their flavery, for the whole nation muft have 
bc^n made to work on them, othcrwife fuch 

unwieldy 
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unwieldy maiTes could never have been finiihedi 
And what is the ufe^ of them ? Why, ^j^oocht 
in a little room within them is kept the mummy, 
of fome prince or governor, which his foul is, 
at the term of a thoufand years, to reamm^itck 
But if they expedled this rcfurrcdion ojf the bo- 
dies, why take out the brain before embalming 
them ? Were the Egyptians to rife again without 
brains ? . 

The APOCALYPSE.. 

JUSTIN MARTYR, who wrote in the ycai 
170 of our ssra, is the firft that raentioos the 
Apocalypfe, attributing it, in his Dialogue^n^th 
Tryphon, to the apoftle John the Evwgclilh 
This Jew aikshim, whether he does sot believe 
that Jeruialem is one day. to be reftoredin aU its 
former folendor i Juftia anfwers, him \huil is the 
belief or all Chriftian& who have a right i-w^y- of 
thinking; *' There was," fays he, '* aoioag us 4 
*' rcfpedable peribn na^^ied John^ one^idf Jefus'ft 
<< twelve apoftles; he has foretold that, thetfkiihr 
** ful (hall dwell a thoufand.years ia Jertifaleai/' : ^ 
The thoufand years reign went curreoi. it Jong 
time anK>ng the Chriftians, and this period iyt^^ 
in great repute among the 'Gendl^. At Jfh^ wd 
of a thoufand years the .fouls of the/EgypAiras re- 
turned inu? their bodies •, the fouls in Virgil's pur- 
gatory underwent a purification for the fame" fpacc 
df tiihe,-j£T» MiLLE PER ANNOs. The Miilenarian 
new Jerufalem was to have twelve gates, in remem- 
brance of the twelve apoftles, the form fquare, the 
length, breadth, and height^, twelve thoufand 
iU^s, that is five hundred leagues ; fo that the 
houfes muft have been five., . hundred leagues 
^<^igh: this could not but make it to thofe livina; 
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in the upper ftoiy IbmetlriAg troufdeTome : hM 
however^ this is ^at the Apocalypfe fayis (G), 
chtp; %Hi. 

Thpu^ Juftin be the firft who attributes the 
Apocalypfe to St. Joha, fi>me peribns difallow his 
teftimony/ feeing, in the (ame Dialogiue with the 
Jew Tryphon, he fays that, according to the apof-* 
tle^s narrative, at JeTus Chrift's ^oing down into 
Jordan, the waters of that river boiled, and were 
all in a flame ^ yet not a jot of this is to be found 
in the apoi^lic wrijtings; 

The fame St. Juftin confidently cites the oracles 
of the Sybols, and farther pretends to hpve feen 
the remains oi the little houfes in the Pharos of 
Egypt, where the feventy-two interpipteis were 
ftiut xi^ in Herod*s time. Fpr fi^h ^ ai> affertbn 
the author ieems to have been bioiirclf improper 
fab}^ for confinement.. . ,. / ^ . 

St. Irdcaeus, next in focceCion, and who alfo 
held the MiUenniuip^ fays, /that he wa^ informed by 
to cddTOaii, that St, John comppfed the Apoca- 
lypfec. iMitithasbeenobje^d.toSt. Irfin^^^^ 
he has written, there can be but four^gpipels, as 
there are butf^r pans of the world, ano^^^ car- 
idinal wiiKls, and thiatt Ezckiel faw only fbur beafts. 
This deafening he calls a demonftratioh ^ and it 
ji^aft be owned, diat Irenaeus' den^onfl-rating car-^ 
ries as much weight as Juftin's feeing. 



(G) The defaiption of the new Jerufalem is entirely fig- 
urative ; io that to take each metaphor in a literal fenfe 
is ridiculous. The length, and the breadth, and the height 
of it are reprefented equal, to denote that in the hew city 
all parts fhall be equal in perfe^on. The defign of the 
whole is only to fliew, that the manfiona off .the bleied will 
'be moftgloriotts places. 

Clftnent 
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dement of Alexandria, inhisEtEcfA, mcnti'^ 
6ns only an Aj56c%pfe of St. Petct's, whkh- was 
highly refpeftcd TertulKan, a warm ftidjlcrfbf 
the MiHcnnrnm, not only affirms that St. John haii 
pr^<5ted this refurrcflaon, and reign in the city <rf 
Jerufalem, bm that this Jerufalem was then form- 
ing in the air *, that all the Chriftians ift Paleffinc, 
and the very Pagans, had fccn it forty nights ftifc- 
ceflively, but unluckily this city disappeared at 
day-Hght. ... 

Origen,in his preface to St. John's Gofpety quotes 
tke oracles^of theApocalypfe,but helikdwife qitfotcS^ 
the oracles of the Sybils : yet St. Dbnyfius^of Al«i^ 
dndria,'wh6 wrote about the middle of the thh^d 
century, faiys in one of Ws fragnttentt, prefcnrefd 
by Enfebitis, rfmt almoil all the doftors rejeflfced 
thie Ajjcteafypffe, as a fettfelefe book, that, fnftead 
of being written by St. John, the author of it was 
one Cenni^ua, who borrowed a refpeftaWe name, 
to jrive4Kc"gfcater' weight tb his chimeias. 

The council of Laodicea, held in 360, did not 
ftdbk'^iSfeV^oaflypfe ainong the c^aiifoAical^ bbdkst; 
knd hSfiii^fometmnffOdd, that Laodicta, achurdl 
totWiidrthe AjiocraTypfc Was dirtfted, Ihotfld ft^ 
jeft'a'trbafurc particularly appbirited fik* it ; and 
tvcti the bifti'op of fiphefus, a melrfiber of th6 
cqundf,^'ihbuld alfo rejeft this book of 5t. John, 
though buried in his metropolis. 
^ It was-vilible to all that St. Johh keptftirring- 
in his grave, the earth 'continually heaving and 
felling; yet tlie fame perfons whb were Ibre 
thatSt. John Was not actually dead, were alf6 
fure that he did not write the Apocalypfc. But 
the MiUenarians tenacioufly perfifted in their 
6j»ni(tos: Snlpicius &verus, in his Sacred Hif- 
tory. Book IX. calls thofe who did not hold 
the Apocalypfe, mad and" impious. At length, af- 
z ter 
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tcr many doubts and controverfiesv and council 
clalhing with council^ Sulp^ius's opinion prevail-, 
ed •, and the point having undergone a thorough 
difcuffion, the church (from whofe judgment there 
lies no*appeal) has decided the Apocalypfe to have 
been indiiputably written by St. John. 

Every Chriftian fed has attributed to itfelf the 
prophecies conuined in this book. The Engfifli 
have found in it the revolutions of Great Britain. ^ 
the Lutherans the difturbances in Germany ; the 
French Reformed the reign, of Charles IX. and the 
regency of Catherine de McdiQS ; and they are all 
equally in the right. Bofluet and Newton have 
both commented on the Apocalypfe : but, after 
all, the eloquent declamations of the former, ^n<J 
the iiiblime difcoveries of the latter, have dooe 
them much greater honour than their comments; ! 

ATHEIST, ATHEISM. / 1 

FORMERLY he who was .poflcffed ofiany fir- 
cret in an art, ran great rifqut^ of being looked 
i^pon as a forcerer j every new fecSt was acculed of 
murdering infants in the celebration of its myfte-! 
ries ; and eveiy philofopher who departed trpm^ 
the jargon of fchools, fanatics and cheats nevcr/aiirl 
^d to charge with atheifm, and ignorant and weak 
judges fo fur-ely pafled fentence on them; 
' Anaxagoras took' upon him tp affirm, that th? 
fun is not guided by Apollo, fitting in a car drawq 
by four mettlefome fteed3; on this he is exclaimed 
againfl as an atheift, and obliged to fly his coun^ 
try. . : : 

Ariftotlc being accufed of atheifm by a prieft, 
and not able to procure juftice agabfl; his accufer, 
withdraws, to Chalcis. But in all the hiftory of 

Greece 
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Greece there is not a more heinous tranfadion than 
the death of Socrates. 

Ariftophanes (he whom commentators admire 
becaufe he was a Greek, not confidering that Socrates 
was alfo a Greek) Ariftophanes was the firft who 
brought the Athenians to account Socrates an atheift. 

This comic poet, who is neither comic nor a. 
poet, would not have been allowed among us to 
have exhibited farces at St, Laurence's fair. To 
me he fecms more contemptible, more low-lived, 
and fcurrilous than Plutarch 'makes him, who 
fpeaks of him in this manner : " Ariftophanes*s 
** language is, indeed, that of a wretched quack, 
*• full of the loweft and moft difagreeable points and 
" quirks ; he cannot raile a laugh among the very 
" vulgar, and to peribns of judgment and honour 
^' he is quite inlupportable •„ his arrogance is bc- 
" yond all bearing, and ail good people dcteft his 
" malignity.*' 

So this, by the bye, is the buffoon whom Madam 
Dacier, amidft all her admiration of Socrates, can 
find in her heart to admire. This is the man who 
remotely prepared the poifon by which infamous 
judges put an end to the eififtence of the mOft vir- 
tuous man then living in Greece. 

The tanners, the Ihoe-makers, and fempftrefles 
of Athens were hugely diverted with a farce, where 
Socrates being haled up into the air in a bafket, 
proclaims that there is no god, and makes his boaft, 
that he had ftole a cloak, whilft he was teaching 
philofophy. Such a people, arid whofe bad govern- 
ment could countenance fuch fcandalous licenti « 
oufhefs, well deferved what has happened to them, 
to be brought under fubjedion to the Romans, 
and to be at prefent (laves to the Turks. 

We* IhaU pafs over the common fpace of time be- 
tween the Roman commonwealth and our days ^ 

C obferving 
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obferving only, that the Romans, who were much 
wiler than the Greeks, never molefted any philo- 
fophcr for his opinion. It was not fo among the 
barbarous nations who fcatcd themfelves in the Ro- 
man empire. The emperor Frederic II. having 
fome difference with the popes, was immediately 
arraigned of atheifm, and reported to have been, 
jointly with his chancellor de Vineis, the author of 
the book intitled The Three Impostors. 

Our chancellor de THopital, that excellent man, 
was branded as an Atheift, becaufc he oppofed per- 
fecutions, " Homo doftus fed veriis atheos *." A 
Jefuk, Garaffe, as much below Ariftophanes as the 
latter was below Homer •, a wretch whofe name is 
become ridiculous among the very fanatics, makes 
every- body atheifts ; • at leaft this is the appellation 
he gives to all who have incurred his difpleafure. 
With him Theodore de Beze is an atheift, and he 
it is who led the people into an error concerning 
Vanini. 

Vanini*s wretched end raifes no indignation or 
pity like that of Socrates. This Italian was only aa 
infigriificant pedant : yet was he no atheift, for 
which he fuffered^ but as far from it as man 
could be. 

He was a poor Neapolitan churchman, a kind 
of preacher and profeflbr of divinity, a vehement^ 
difputer in quiddities and univerlals ; *< et utrum 
chimera bombinans in vacuo poffit comedere fe- 
cundas intentiones." There was nothing in him 
which looked toward atheifm j and his ideas of God 
are perfeftly agreeable to the moft fcHJnd and moft 
approved theology. *^ God is his beginning and 
** end, the Father of both, in no need of either ; 

• Coiiwnentarium Rerum GalUcarum. L. XXVIU. 

«< eternal 
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^' eternal withooit exifting in time, everftWhere 
** prefent without being in any place. To Kim there 
*' is neither paft nor future, fpace nor time •, the 
*' Creator and Governor of all things ; immutable, 
** infinite wkhout parts; his power is his will^ &c.'* 

Vanini Was for reviving the fine thought of Pkto, 
cfpoufed by Averroes^ that God had created a chain 
6f beings from the moft minute to the largeft, and 
the laft link, of which is fattened to his eternal, 
rfirone 5 a itotii^n which, though it has more of 
fublimity than truth, is as far from atheifm as 
Ibmething from nothing. 

He travelled to difpute zUd make his fortune %^ 
but uhluckily^ difputing is the very oppofite road to 
fortune, every perfon againft Whom one enters the 
lift being thus made a rancorous and hreconcileable 
^nemy. Hence. Vanini's misfortunes; his heat and 
rudenefs in difputing brought on himf the hatred 
of fome divines ; and having a quarrel with bne 
Francon, or Francoiii, this man, being connefted 
with his enemies^ charged him with being an 
atheiii, and teaching atheifm. 

This Francon, or Franconi, fupported by fome 
-witnefles, had the barbarity, when confronted witK' 
Vanini, to maintain, with aggravations, the whole 
of what he had advanced ; whereas Yanini being, 
interrogated, what he thought of the exiftence of 
God, made aitfwer, Thar, agreeably to the church,' 
he worftiipped cme God in three JBerfons ; and tak-, 
ing up a ftraw, which lay on the ground, " This,** 
feyshe, '* fufficiently proves that there is a Creator ;** 
then made a very fine fpeech on vegetation and 
motion, and the heceflity of a, Supreme Being^- 
without whom jhere could be neither motion ox 
vegetation. 

The Prefident Gramont gives us an account of 
this fpeech in his hiftory of prance, now fcarcqr 

C z known^ 
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known \ and this hiftorian, from an inconceivable 
prepoflcflion, will have it that Vanini fpoke only 
out of " vanity or fear, and not from a fincere per- 
fuafion." 

What grounds could the Prcfident Gramont have 
for fuch a rafh and fanguinary judgment ? It is 
manifeft, that, on Vanini's anfwer,. he ought ta 
have been cleared of the charge of atheifm. But 
%<rbat was the iflue ? This unhappy foreign prieft 
'dabbled likewifcinphyfic: a large living toad, which 
he kept in a vcffel of water, being found at his houfe, 
was made ufe of to charge him with forcery, and 
the toad was faid to be the only deity he worfhipped. 
Several paflages of his books were wrefted to an 
impious meaning, than which nothing is more ea- 
fy and more common, taking the objedtions for 
anfwers, putting a malicious conftruftion on every 
ambiguous phrafe, ^d mifreprefenting innocent 
expreflions. At length his enemies extorted from 
the judges a capital fentence againft him. 

This dea h could not be juftificd without accuf- 
ingthis unfortunate creature of moft horrid crimes ^ 
and one Merfenne, a Minim, a name quite fuitable 
to his character, has been fo mad as to affirm in 
print, that Vanini fet out from Naples with ten of 
his apoftles^ to go and convert all nations to athe* 
ifm. Such incongruity ! How could a poor prieft 
have twelve men in his pay ? how fhould he have 
prevailed with twelve Neapolitans to undertake an 
es^penfive journey, and at the hazard of their lives,, 
for. the fake of difleminating this abominable doc- 
trine ? Could a king afford to hire twelve preach- 
ers of atheifm ? This is fuch an abfurdity as never 
came into any one's mind but Father Merfenne. 
But from him the tale has been repeated oVer and 
Over •, the journals and hiftorical didionaries have 
been ftaincd and fuUied with it -, and the public, 

who 
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who arc fond of extraordinary things, have greedily 
fwallowedit. 

Bayle himfelf, in his Mifcellaneous Thoughts, 
fpeaks of Vanini as an atheift, making ufe of him 
in fupport of his paradox, " That a fociety of ^ 
«' atheifts can fubfift.*^ He affirms that Vanini 
' was a man of very regular morals, and died a mar- 
tyr to his philofophical opinions. Now, in both, 
is he miftaken ; Vanini, though a pri6ft,in his dia- 
logue written in imitation of Erafmus, does not 
hide from us that he had a miftrefs, named Ifabellaj • 
be was both a free liver and a free writer, but he 
was no atheifl. 

A century after his death, the le,arned La Croze, 
and another under the name of Philalethes, wrote 
a vindication of him ; but the memory of a poor 
Neapolitan being what few give themfclves any 
concern about^ thefe ingenious perfons might have 
faved themfelves that trouble. 

The Jefuit Hardouin, with all Garaflc's rafhnefs,' 
but much more learning, in his Athei detecti, 
accufes the Defc^rtes, the Arnaulds, the Pafchals, 
the Nicolas, the Malbranches, of atheifm; but it 
was their good fortune to come to a better end 
than poor Vanini. 

from all thefe fads, I now proceed to Bayle's 
tnoral queftion, *' Whether a fociety of atheift* 
could fubfift ?*' Anc} here let us previoufly ob- 
fervcj the enormous cantradiftion of^men in diA 
putes ; they who moft furioufly inveighed againft 
Bayle's opinion, they who have with the greatefi 
rancour denied the poflibility of a fociety of atheifts^ 
have fince as confidently maintained, that atheifm 
is the eftabliftied religion in China. 

They are Certainly very little acquainted with 
phina •, for had they only read an edid of the em- 
perors of that vaft country, they would have feeii 

C 3 that 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



22 A PHILOSOPHICAL 

thatthefe edicts are like fermons, frequently mak? 
ing mention of the Supreme Being, as governing, 
punilhing, and rewarding. 

At the fame time they are nor Jefs miftaken con- 
cerning the impbflibility of a focicty of atheifts ; 
and I wonder how Mr. Bayle came to overlook a 
ftriking example, which would have given a deci* 
five viSory to his caufe. 

Why is a focbty of atheifts thought impoffible i 
Becaule it is thought that men under no reftraint 
could never live together ; that laws av^il nothing 
agalnij: fecret crimes ; and that there muft be ari 
avenging God, punifhing in this world or the other 
thofe delinquents who have efcaped humaii juflice. 

Though Mofes's laws did not teach a life to 
Come, did not threaten any punifhments after death, 
and did not give the primitive Jews the leaft in- 
fight into the immortality of the foul ; ftill the 
Jews, fo far from being atheifts, fo far from deny- 
ing a divine vengeance againfl: wickednefs, were 
the moft religious men on the fac^ of the' earth. 
They not only believed the exiftence of an eternal 
God, but they believed him to be ever prcfent 
among them ; they dreaded being punilhed in 
themfelves, in their wives, in their children, in their 
poftiprity to the fourth generation 5 and this was a 
very powerful reftraint. 

Bur, among the Gentiles, feveral fetSts had no 
cupb; the Sceptics doubted of every thing ; the 
Academics fulpended their jyidgment concerning 
every thing ; the Epicureans held that the Deity- 
could npt concern itfelf about human affairs, and, 
in reality, they did not allow of any Deity j they 
were perfuaded that the foul is not a fubftance, but 
a faculty born and pejilhing with the t)ody ; con- 
fequently their only check was morality and honour. 
^hc Roman fenators and knights were downright 
' '■- ' -'-^ atheifts. 
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atheifts, as neither to fear or expeft anj^ thing 
from the gods amounts to a denial of their cxift- 
ence ; fo that the ftoman fenate, in Caefar and Ci- 
cero's time, was, in faft, an aflcmbly of atheifts. 

That great orator, in his fpeech for Cluentius, 
fays to a full fenate, " What hurt does death do 
^* to him ? All the idle tales about hell none of u$ 
*' give the leaft cretJit to -, then what has death de^ 
^' jM-ived him of? Nothing but the feeling of 
" pain." 

Does not Casfar, Cataline's friend, in order to fave 
that wretch from an indiftment brought againft him 
by the fame Cicero, objeft, that to put a criminal 
to death is not puniftjing him •, that death is no- 
things that it is only the end of our fufFerings, that 
it is rajther a happy than a fatal moment ? And 
did not Cicero and the whole fenate yield to thefe 
arguments ? fo that the conquerors and legiflator^ 
of the known univerfe were evidently a fociety 
of men without any fear of God i and thus were 
real atheifts. 

Bayle afterwards examines whether idolatry be 
more dangerous than atheifm ; whether the difbe- 
lief of a deity be more criminal than the having 
unworthy opinions of him ? and herein he k of Plur 
tareh*s mind, thinking a difl:)elicf preferable to an 
ill opinion. But, with fubmiffion to Plutarch, no- 
thing can be more evident than that it" was infi- 
nitely blotter for the Greeks to ftand in awe of Cer 
res, Neptune, and Jupiter, than to be under no 
manner of awe ; the facrednefs of oaths is manifeft 
and neceflary, and they who hold that perjury will 
be punifhed, are certainly more to be trufted than 
thofe who think that a falfe oatl) will be attended 
with no ill confequence. It is beyond all queftion, 
that in a policed city, even a bad religion is better 
fhan none. 

C4 Bayl?, 
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B^yle, therefore, ihoiild rather have examined 
which is the more dangerous, fanaticifm or athe- 
ifm ? Now fanaticifm is certainly a thoufand times 
more mifchievous ; for atheifm ftiinuktes to none 
pf thofe fanguinary procedures for which fanaticifm 
is notorious ; if athejfm does not fupprefs crimes, 
fanaticifm incites to the commiffion of them. Al- 
lowing the authorofCoMMENTARiuMRERUM Gal- 
lic arum, th^t chancellor de THopital was an 
atheift, ftill the laws he made are wife and good, 
and all his counfels tended to moderation and con- 
cord. The fanatics committed the maflacre of St. 
Bartholomew. Hobbs was accounted an atheift, 
yet he led a quiet harmlefs life, whilft the fanatics 
were deluging England, Scotland, and Ireland with 
blood. Spinofa w^s not only an atheift, but taught 
atheifm j yet who can fay he had any hand in the 
juridical murder of Barneweldt ? It was not he 
who tore the two Pe Wits to pieces, and broiled 
and ate their flelh. 

Atheifts, for the moft part, are men of ftudy, 
but bold ^nd erroneous in their reafonings, and not 
comprehending the creation, the original of evil, 
and other difficulties, have recourfe to the hypo- 
thefis of the eternity of things, and of neceflity. 

The fenfualift and the ambitious have little 
time for ipeculation, or to embrace ^ bad fyftem ; 
to compare Lucretius with Soiprates is quite out of 
their way. Suchisthp prefentftate. of things among , 
ys 1 

It was otherwife with the fenate of Rome, which 
almofi totally confifted of atheifts both in theory 
and praftice, believing neither in Providence nor a 
future ftate. It was a meeting of philofopheris, of 
yotaries to pleafure and ambition ; all very danger- 
pus fets of men, and who, accordingly, overturned 
the republic. 

I woulc| 
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I would not willingly lie at the mercy of an athc- 
iftical' prince, who might think it his iritereft to 
have me pounded in a mortar : I am very certain 
that would be my fate. And, were I a fovereign, I 
would not have about me any atheiftical couniers, 
whofe intereft it might be to poifon me, as then I 
muft every day be taking alexipharmics ; fo necef- 
fary is it both for princes and people, that the 
minds be thoroughly imbibed with an idea of a 
Supreme Being, the Creator, Avenger, and Re^ 
warder. 

There are atheiftical nations, fays Bayle, in his 
Thoughts on Comets. The CafFrcs, the Hot-* 
tentets, the Topinamboux, and many other petty 
nations, have no god : that may be ; but it does not 
imply that they deny the exiftence of a Deity -, they 
neither deny nor affirm ; they have never heard ^ 
word about him -, tell them there is a God, they 
will readily believe it ; tell them that every thing 
is the work of nature, and they will as cordially be- 
lieve it : you may as well fay, that they are Anti- 
Cartefians as to call them atheifts. They are 
mere children, and a child is neither atheift nor 
theift ; he is nothing. 

What are the inferences from all this ? That, 
atheifm is a moft pernicious monfter in fovereign 
princes, and likewife in ftatefmen, however harm- 
lefs their life be, becaufe from their cabinet 
they can make their way to the former j that if 
it be not fp mifchievous as fanaticifm, it is al- 
moft ever deftruftive of virtue. I congratulate, 
the prefent age, on there being fewer atheifts now 
than ever ; philofophers having difcovered that 
there is no vegetable without a germ, no ' gemri 
without defign, &c. and that corn is not produced 
Jpyputrefadtioji. 

Som,e 
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' - Some unjdiilofc^hical geometricians have ngeft^ 
ed 'final aaufes, ibut they are admitted by all real 
phil(9fepheris ; and, to ufe the expreflion of a 
ln0Wftauth<^, " Acatechift makes ^od known to 
** children, and iSlewton demonftrates him to the 
•* Iwrnedt" 



BAPTISM, 

BAPTISM, a Greek word, fignifying immerfi-^ 
on : men being ever led by their fenfes, eafily 
c3ene co^ fancy that what wnihed the body likewifc 
Oleani'ed the foul; In the vaults under the Egyp- 
tiati templet w^e large tubs : for the ablutions of 
the priefts and die initiated. The Indians, from 
lime immcmowai, purified themielves in the 
Ganges, and the ceremony ftill fubfifts among- 
ti^em* The Hebrews adopted it, baptising ail 
profelytes who would not fulinit to be circumcifed ; 
cfpfecially the won^en,^ as exempt from that opera- 
tictfi, except in Ethiopia only, were baptized ; it 
was as regeneration; it imparted a new foul, 
among them, as in Egypt. Concerning this, fee 
Epiphajvius^ Maimbnides, and the Gemara. 

John baptised in the Jordan i he baptized even 
Jefus Chrift hittifelf^ who, i^wever, never baptiz- 
ed any one, yet was pleded to confecrate this an- 
tient ceremony. All figns are of themfclvcs indif- 
ferent, and God annexes his grace to fuch as he 
thinks fit to chufe. Baptifm foon became the prin- 
dpal rite, and the feal of Chriftianity. The firflr 
jRfte^n bifliops^of Jerufelem were all circumcifed, 
and there is no certainty of their having ever been 
t>aptiz€d. . - ^ . . 

In the firft ages of Chriftianity this facrament 
tv'as abufed, nothing being more common than to 
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ddbay baptaftn dW the agony of dmh v of tjus the 
icmperor Conftantinc is no flight proof. This wa^ 
Im way d£ urafoning : Baptifm wadffaei away all fin, 
fo that I may kill my wife, my fon, md ill my v€^ 
iatioos, then Til get myfelf baptized, an4 fp go to 
faeaven ; and he zhtd accordingly. Such a^ inftance 
/earned danger with it, and, by degrees, the cuflx>ni 
of delaying the facred lavcr till death, wore off. 

The Greeks always adhered to baptifm by inir 
merfiDn; but the Latins, towards the end of the 
eighth century, haying extended their religion ovar 
Gaul and Qermaiiy, and feeing that immerfion in cold 
countries did not agree with children, fubftituted 
ia its ftcad afperfion, or fprinkling, for which they 
iNcrt often anariiematized by the Greek church. 

St. Cyprian, bifhop of Carthage, being aflced 
l^rfiethcr they whofc bodies had been only fprinkled 
were really baptized •, he anfwers, in his; 7t?th let- 
ter, that feveral churches did not h(dd them to be 
Chriilians ; that be does, but withal, what grace 
tiiey have, is infinitely lefs than that of thofe who, 
according to the primitive rite, had beien dipped 
three times. 

After imtnexfion a Chriftian became initiated ^ 
whereas before he was only a caDechunoen ^. b\i4 
mitiation required Securities and ^onfors, who were 
caUed by a name anfwerable to i^at of godfathers^ 
that the church might be fure of the fidelity of the ' 
pcssr Chriflians, and the facred myfteries be BOt di- 
vulged. Wherefore during the firil centuries, the 
Pagans, i^ general, knew as little of the Chrifi:iaj> 
myfteries, as the Chriftians did of the myfteriesoif 
ifis and Eleufis. - 

Cyril of Alexandria; in a writing of his againft 
the emperor Julian, delivers himfelf thus : '* I 
f ? would fpeak a word of baptifm, did I not fear, 

« that 
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*< that what I fay might come to thofc who are not 
" initiated." 

Children were baptized fo early as the fbcond 
century, it being, indeed, very natural that Chris- 
tians fhould be lolicitous for this facrament to be 
adminiftered to their children, as without it they 
would be damned *, and, at length, it was conclud- 
ed that the time of adminiflration fhould be at the 
end of eight days, in imitation of the Jews admi- 
niftring circumcilion. The Greek church ftill re- ' 
tains this cuftom. However, in the third century 
the cuftom prevailed, of not being baptized till 
near death. 

Thofe who died in the firft week, fome rigid fa- 
thers of the church held to be damned ; but Pe- 
ter Chryfologus, in the fifth century, found out 
Limbo, a kind of mitigated hell, or, properly, the 
borders, or fuburbs, of hell, whither unbaptized 
children go 4 and the abode of the patriarchs be- 
fore Jefus Chrift defcenckd into heU. And ever 
fihce it has been the current opinion, that Jefus 
Chrift deicended into Limbo, and not into hel} 
itfelf. 

It has been debated whether a Chriftian could, 
in the deferts of Arabia, he baptized with iand ; 
but carried in the negative ; whether rofe-water 
might be ufed for baptifm^ it was decided that, 
it muft be pure water, yet muddy water would 
do on an emergency. Thus t;he whole of this 
difcipline appears to depend on the prudence 
of the prinsiitive paftors, by whom it yrzs ini. 
ilituted. 
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B E.A S T S. 

I is it poflible any one (hould fay, or affirm ia 
writing, that beafts arc machines, void of 
knowledge and fenfe, have a famenefs in all their 
operations, neither learning nor perfecting any^ 
thing, &c. 

How ! this bird whicli makes a femicircular 
ncft when he fixes it againft a wall, who, when in 
an angle, fhapes it like a quadrant, and circular 
when he builds it in a tree ; is this having a fame« 
nefs in its operations ? Does this hound, after 
three moiiths teaching, know no more than 
when you firft took him in hand ? Your canary*- 
bird, does he repeat a tune at firft hearing, or ra- 
ther is it not fome time before you can bring him 
to it ? is he not often out, and does he not im- 
prove by praftice ? 

Is it from my fpeaking that you allow me fenfe, 
memory, and ideas ? Well; I am filent; but you 
fee me come home very melancholy, and with ca^ 
ger anxiety look for a paper, open the bureau 
where 1 remember to have put it, take it up and 
read it with apparent joy. You hence infer, that I 
have felt pain and pleafurc, and that I have me- 
mory and knowledge. 

Make then the likC' inference concerning this 
dog, who, having loft his mafter, runs about every 
where with melancholy yellings, comes home all in 
a ferment, runs up and down, roves from ro6m to 
room, till at length he finds his beloved mafter in 
his clofet, and then expreffes his joy in foftcr cries, 
gefticuktions, and fawnings. 

This dog, lb very fuperior to man in afFeftion, is 
feized by fome barbarian virtuofos, who nail him 

5 down 
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down on a table, and diffeft him while living, th^ 
better to fhew yoa the meferaie veins/ All the 
fame organs of fenfaf ion which are in yourfelf yoii 
perceive in him. Now, Machinrft, what fay you ? 
anfwer me, has tiatore created all the fprings of 
feeling in this animal; chat it may not feel i Ha» 
k n€rv« to be impaflible ? Forlbaflte! charge 
Itot nature with foch weaknefs and inconfiftency. 

But the fcholaftic dodtors aflc what the foul c^ 
beafts IB ? Thfe is. a queftion I dorft undef ftand. 
A tree has the faculty of receiving fap into its^ 
Sbfts^ of circulatrng it, of unfolding the bud$ of 
ks lea^res and ftuits. Do you now afk me what the 
foul of a tree is ? It hai received thefc propertieaf 
as the animal atiove has received thofe of fenfadony 
memory, and a cereain nimiber cff ideas. Wha 
fbmied all thoie pmperries, who has imparted aU 
tbelb £siculdes i Hte who caufes the gra& of the 
field to grow$ and: the earth to gravitate towards 
the fun. 

The fouls of beafts are fubftantial forms, fays 
Ariftotle, who has been followed by the Arabianf 
fchool, and this by the Angelic fthool, and the- 
Angeiicichod by theSorbonne, and the Sorbonne' 
by no body in the world* 

Thefouis of beafts are materisd, is? the cry<^f^ 
4>ther pbildTopbers,^ but as little to the purpofe a& 
the'fotmer ; when called upon to define a materiat 
fcul, they only perplex the caufc : they muft ne- 
eeffiirily allow it to be fenfttive matter. But whente 
doeS' it derive this fenfatioii ^ Fpom a material foul^ 
which mufi: mean,:tdiar it is matter* giving ienfauoii 
ts matter ; beydnd this cirdethey have nothing W 
fey. , 

According to others^ equally wife^ the foul (^ 
beafts is a fpiiritual efience, dying with the body y 
but where are your proofs ? What idea have you of 

this 
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this fpiritual being ? which with it% fcftfationvW- 
mory, and its fharft of id«a3 and ccttnhinati<)ns, 
v/[Ul ne^er be able to know fo much as a oWMof 
fix years. What grounds have you to thinks that 
thi^ iocorponeal tein® dit^ witfc the body ?: But 
ftiU mor^ftupid are they who^aiErm thijB foul tpbc 
ndtherbody nor fpirit. A fine fyftem truly? F By 
fpirit we cao.mcan Qidy fometbing unknown, wHich 
is not body.; fo that the upfhot of this wife iyftem 
is, that thefoulof beaftsis a fubftanccg which isrnei- 
ther body, nor fooiething which iamot.body.*. 

Whence can fo many contradidory errors mis. ? 
From a cuftona which hast always prevailed among 
men, of invcftigating the nature of a thing before 
fhey knew whether any fuch thing extfted Th« 
fucker,, or clapper^ o£ a bellows is fikewife calied 
the foul of the bellows. Well, what i$ this foul ? 
it is only a name I have given to that fucker, or 
clapper^ which falls down» lets in the air, andrifing 
again, propels it through a pipe on*my working 
the bellows. 

Here is no foul diftinft from* thef macbmc itfelf -, 
'but who puts the bellows of animals in motion ? 
1 have already told you : he 'whotputs the heavenly 
bodies in motion. The philAfopher whofaid 
** De\is eft anima brutorum/' was in the right : 
but lie fliDuld have gone .farther *'. 



o^ 



BEAUTY, BEAUTIFUX- 

ASK a toad what is beauty, the fiipremely beau- 
tiful, the To-KALON, he will anfwer you^ 
that it is his female, with two large round eyes 



* ■ • This is the Pythagorean fyftem, " Quod Deus fit aniii^a 
mundi," See Ruaeus on Vi/g. ^n. lib. vi. ver. 726. 

pro- 
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projeding out of its little head ; a broad and flat 
neck, yellow belly, and dark brown back. Aik a 
Guinea Negro •, and with him beauty is a greafy 
black fkin, hollow eyes, and a flat nofe. 

Put the queftion to the devil, and he will tell 
you, that beauty is a pair of horns, four claws, 
and a tail. Confult the philofophers likewife, they 
will give you fome unintelligible Jargon for anfwer, 
they muft have Something correlpondent to beau- 
ty IN THE ABSTRACT, tO the TOKALON^ , 

I once fat next to a philofopher at a tragedy i 
tiiat's beautiful, laid he ! How beautiful? faid I ! 
becaufe the author has attained 'his end. The 
next day he took a dofe. of phyfic, which had a 
very good effeft ; that's a beautiful phyfic, faid I^ 
' it has attained its end r he perceived that a medi<( 
cine is not to be called beautiful, and that the word 
beauty is applicable only tothofe things which give 
apleafure accompanied with admiration ; that tra- 
gedy, he faid, had excited thefe two fenfations in 
him, and that was the to-kalon, the beautiful. 

We went to England together, and happened to 
beat the fame play, perfcfibly well tranflated ; but 
the ipe&^tors, one and all, yawned. Oh-ho I faid 
he, the to-kalon, 1 find, is not the fame in Eng- 
land as in France ; and, after feveral pertinent re- 
fie6tions, he concluded that beauty is very rela-* 
tive ; that what is decent at Japan is indecent at 
Rome, and what is fashionable at Paris isotherwife 
at Pekin 5 and thus he faved himfelf ^the trouble 
of compofing a long treatife on the beautiful. 



BODY. 
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AS we know nothing of fpirit, fo arc we alikcf 
ignorant of body : we perceive fome pro- 
perties; but what is this fubjeft-in which thefe pro- 
perties refide ? All is body, faid Democritus and 
Epicurus 'y there is no body at all, faid the difci- 
plcs of Zcno the Elaean. 

Berkeley, bilhop of Cloyne, is the laft who' has 
gone about to prove the non-ex}ftcnce of bodies ; 
and he deals chiefly in captious fophifms : thdre is, 
fays he, neither .colour, fmell, nor heat, in them ; 
thefe modalities are in your fenfations and not in 
the obje(^s; a truth, which being before fufficiently 
known, he needed not to have taken the trouble 
of proving. But from thence he proceeds to exten- 
fion and folidity, whi^h are effential tp body, and 
is for jSroving that there is no extenfion in a pieca 
of green cloth, becaufe this cloth, in reality, is not 
green ; this fenfation of green is only in you, therefore 
the fenfation of extenfion is likewifeonly in you: and 
having overthrown extenfion, he concludes, that 
folidity being annexed to it, falls of itfelf, and thus 
there is nothing in the world but our ideas. So 
that, according to this philofopher, ten thoufand 
men killed by as many cannon fhot, are, in reality, 
only ten thoufand conceptions of our minds. 

My lord of Cloyne might have avoided expofing 
himfelf to fuch ridicule -, he fancies that he proves 
that there is no fuch thing as extenfion, becaufe a 
body through a glafs appeared to him four times 
larger than to his naked eye, and four times fmaller 
through another glafs : thence he concludes, that 
as the extenfion or a body cannot, at the fame time, 
be four feet, fix feet, and only one foot, fuch ex- 

D tenfion 
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tenlion exifts not ; then there is nothing. He 
needed only to have taken a meafure, and fay, how- 
ever extended a body may appear to me, its aftual 
extenfion is lb many of thefemeafures. 

He might e^ly have feen that extenfion and fo- 
lidity are very different from foundis, colours^ 
taftes, and fmells, &c. Thcfe are manifefUy fen- 
fations excited by the configuration of the parts. 
But extenfion is not a fcnfation : though oh the 
going out of a fire I no longer feel heat ; on the 
agitation df the air ceafing I hear nothing ; and 
from a withered rofe I fineH nothing ; yet the fire, 
the air, and the rofe, have all their extenfion, with- 
out any relation to me. Berkeley's paradox really 
does not deferve a formal refutation. 

But the cream of the jeft is to know what led 
him into this paradox. A long time ago I had 
ibme talk with him, when he told me, that his opi- 
nion originally proceeded from the inconceivablenefs' 
of what thefubjeft of extenfion is; and indeed he 
triumphs in that part of bis book, where he aflks Hila? 
what this fame fubjed, this substratum, this fub- 
ftanpe, is ? • It is, anfwers Hilas, the body extend- 
ed ; then the bi(hop, under the name of Phi- 
lonoiis, laughs at him ; and poor Hilas, perceiv-' 
ing that he had faid extenfion was the fubjeft of 
extenfion, and thus had talked fiUily, is quite 
abaftied, and owns that it is utterly inconceivable 
to him ; thiat thei;e is no fuch thing as body ; that 
the world, infl:ead bf being material, as commonly 
thought, is intelleftual. 

It would have become Philonous only to have 
faid to Hilas, we know nothing concerning the 
conftitution of this fubjeft, of this extended, folid, 
divifible, moveable, figured, fubftance, &c. We know 
ho more of it than of the thinking, feeling, and wil- 
ling fubjed 5 ftill this fubjed certainly exifl:s, fince 

it 
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It has eflential properties from which it cannot be 
feparated. . 

We are all, like the Paris lacJies j they live high 
without knowing the ingredients in ragouts ; fo we 
makeufeof bodies without knowing the.compo- 
fition of them. What is body made of ? of parts, 
and thefc parts are reducible to other parts. What 
are thofe laft parts ? ftill bodies •, fo you go on di- 
viding, and arc never nearer the mark. 

At length, a fubtile philofopher, obferving that 
a picture is made of ingredients, none of which is 
a pidture, and a houfe of materials of which none is 
a houfe, fancied bodies to be conftrufted of innu- 
merable Kttle beings, which are not bodies, and 
thefe are the monad e^ fo much talked of. This 
fyftem, however, has its fair fide, and, had it been 
confirmed by Revelation, I fhould think it very 
pofflble. All thefe minute beings would be mathe- 
rhaticftl jK)ints, fpecies of fouls waiting only for a 
tegument to put themfelves iritoit; this would 
make a continual metempfychofis, a monade enter- 
ing fometimes nto a whale, fometimes into a tree, 
and fometimes into a juggler. This fyftem is full 
as good as another -, I can refifti it full as well as the 
declenfion of atoms, the fubftantial forms, verfatile 
grace, and Don Calmet's vampires. 
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CHINESE CATECHISM;/ 

Or, Dialogues between Cu-sv, a difciple of Con- 
fucius, and Prince Kou, fon to the king of 
Lou, tributary to the Chinese emperor Gnen- 
VAN, four hundred and feventecn years before 
our common sera. 

Tranflated into Latin by Father Fouquet, for- 
* merly a Jefuit. The manufcript is in the Vati- 
can library, Number 42759, 

K o u, 

WHAT is meant by my duty to worfliip hea** 
vcn (Chang-ti) ? 

Cu-su. Not the material heaven, which we fee > 
with our eyes ; for this heaven is nothing but the 
air, and the air is compofed of every kind of 
earthly exhaktioos. Now what a folly would it be 
to worlhip vapours ? 

. Kou. It is, however, what I ftiould not much 
wonder at ; mej), in my opinion, have given into 
greater follies. 

Cu-su. Very true ; but you bein^bornto rule 
over others, it becomes you to be wife. 

Kou. There are whole nations who worfhip 
heaven and the planets. 

Cu-su. The planets are only fo many earths 
like ours ; the moon, for inftance, might as well 
worfhip our fand and dirt, as we proftrate ourfelves 
before the moon's fand and dirt. 

Kou. What is the meaning of what we fo of- 
ten hear; heaven and earth, to go up to heaven, to 
be dcferving of heaven ? 

Cu- 
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Cu-Su. It is talking very fiUily •, th^re is no 
fuch thing as heaven * ; every planet is environed 
v^ith its atmofphere as with a (hell, and rolls in the 
ipacc round its fun ; every fun is the center of fe- 
veral planets, which are continually going their 
rounds 5 there is neither high nor low, up nor 
down. Should the inhabitants of the moon talk 
of going up to the earth, of making one's felf de- 
ferving of the earth, it would be talking madly 5 
and we are little wifer in talking of deferving hea- 
ven. We might as well fay a man muft make him- 
felfdefervingof the air, deferving of the conftella- 
tion of the dragon, deferving; of fpace. 

Kou. I believe I under&ndyou ; we are only 
to worlhip God who made heaven and earth. 

Cu-su. To be fure, we are to worlhip God 
$ilone. But in faying that he made heaven and 
earth, however devout dur meaning may be, it is 
talking very fiUily. For if by heaven we mean 
the pmdigious fpace in which God kindled fo ma- 
ny funs, smd fet fo many worlds in motion, it is much 
more ridiculous to fay, " Heaven and earth," than 
to fay, « the mountains and a grain of fand." Our 
globe is infinitely lefs than a grain of fand, in coni- 
parifon of thofe millions of ten thoufands of milli- 
ons of worlds, among the infinitude of which we 
are loft. All that we can do, is to join our feeble 
voic6 to that of the innumerable beings, which, 
throughout the abyfs of expanfion, afcribe homage 
and glory to their adorable Creator. 

Kou. It was, then, a great impofition to tell 
uSy that Fo came down among us from the fourth 
heaven, affuming the form of a white elephant. 
— — ' • ^ - I - 

• This is only difputing about words ; a placp of future re- 
wards, which the Chinefe philofopher feems to allow, is Hea- 
ven, wherever it be. 

D 3 Cu. 
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Cu^su. Thefc are talcs which the bonzes tell 
to old wom.en and children. The eternal Author 
of all being! is alone to be worfhipped. 

Kou. But how can one being make the other 
beings ? 

Cu-su/ You fee yonder ftar ; it is fifteen hun- 
dred thoufand millions of Lis from our globe, and 
emits rays which on your eyes form two angles 
equal at the top ; and the like angles they form 
on the eyes of all animals ; is not this manifeft de- 
fign ? Is not this an admirable law ? and is it not 
the workman who makes a work i and who frames 
laws but a legiflator ? Therefore there is an eter- 
nal Artift, an eternal Legiflator. 

Kou. But who made this Artift, and what is he 
like ? 

Cu-su. My dear prince, as I was yefterday 
walking near the vaft Palace, lately built by the 
king your father, I over-heard two crickets •, pne 
faid to the other. What a ftupendous fabric is here ! 
Yes, faid the other ; and though 1 am not a little 
proud of my fpecies, he who has made this prodi- 
gy, muft be foniething above a cricket ; but I have 
no idea of that being 5 fuch a one I fee there muft 
be, but what he is I know not. 

Koif. You are a cricket of infinitely more 
knowledge than I -, and what I particularly like 
in you, is your not pretending to know what you 
really do not know. 

Second PiALOGUE. 

Cu-su. You allow, then, that there is an Al- 
mighty Being, felf-exiflfent, fupreme Creator, and 
Maker of all nature. 

Kou. Yes ; but if he be felf-exiftent he is illi- 
inited, confequently he is every-where, he exifts 
throughout all matter, and in every part of myfelf. 

Cu-su. Why not J Kou. 
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Kou. I fhould then be a part of the Deity. 

Cu-su. Perhaps that may not be the confe- 
quence ; behold this piece of glafs,'you fee the 
light penetrates it every-where, yet will you fay it 
is light ? It is mere fand, ^nd nothing more : un- 
queftionably every thing is in God j that by which 
every thinjg is animated muft be every-where. God 
is not like the emperor of China, who dwells in 
his palace, and fends his orders by kolaos. As 
exifting he muft neceiTarily fill the whole of Ipace, 
and aU his works ; and fince he is in you, this is a 
.continual document never to do any thing to raife 
jQbame or remorle. 

Kou. But for a perfon ferenely to cQqfider him- 
.fclf before the Supreme Being without fhamc or 
difguft, what muft he do ? 

Cursu. Bejuft. 

Kou. And what further^ 

Cu-su. Bejuft. 

Kou- But Laokhim's fedl fays, there is nofuch 
thing, as juft or unjuft, vice or yirtuie. 

Qu-su. And does Laokjum's fedt fay there is 
no fuch thing as health nor fickncfs" ? 

Kou. No, to be fure j what egregiou? nonfenie 
that would be ! 

Cu-su. And let mc tell you, .that to think 
ther6 is Jicithcr health npr ficknefs of fqul, nor v;r« 
tue nor vice, is as egregious an error, .and mu^qh 
.more mifchievpus. They who have advanced that 
every thing is alike, are monfters : is it alike, 
carefully to bring up afpn, or, at his birth, to dafh 
iiim againft the ftones -, to relieve a mother, or to 
plunge a dagger into her heart .? 

Kou. Tbat is horrible.! I.deteft Laokium's 
fcft ; but juft: arid unjuft are oftentimes fo inter- 
woven, that one is at a lofs. Who can be faid prjp- 
{Cifely to know what is forbidc'en and what is a'- 

D 4 lowed? 
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lowed ? Who can fafcly fet limits to good and evil ? 
I wifli you would give me a fure rule for this im- 
portant diftinftion. 

Cu-su» There can be no better than that of 
CoNFUTZEE, my matter, " Live as thou wouldft 
** have lived when thou corned ,to die ; ufe thy 
** neighbour as thou wouldft have him ufe thee.** 

Kou. Thofe maxims, I own, Ibould be man- 
kind's ftanding law. But what am I the better for 
jtiy good life, when I comp to die ? What mighty 
advantage fhall I get by my virtue ? That clock 
goes as well as ever clock did ; but when it comes 
to be worn out, or (hould it be deftroyed by acci- 
dent, will it be happy for having ftruck the hours 
regularly ? 

Cu-su. That clock is without thought or feel- 
ing, and incapable of remorfe, which you (harply 
feel on the commiflion of any crime. 

Kou. But what if by frequent crimes I come to 
be no longer fenfible of remorfe. 

Cu-su. Then it is high time ^n end (hould be 
put to your being 5 and take my word for it, that^ 
as men do not love to be opprefled, Ihould that be 
the cafe, one or another would ftop you in your 
career, and fave you the committing any .more 
crimes. 

Kou. At that .rate God, who is in them, after 
allow&ig me to be wicked, would allow them like- 
wife to be fo. 

Cu-su. God has endued you with reafon, nei- 
ther you nor they are to make a wrong ufe of it ; 
as't)therwife you will not only be unhappy in this 
life, but how do you know but you may likewife 
be fo in another ? 
' Kou. And who told you there is'another life ? 
' Cu-su. The bare uncertainty of it (hould make 
you behave as if it was an undoubted certainty. 

Kou. 
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Kou. But what if I am fure there is no fuch thing ? 
Cu -su. That I defy you to make good. 

Third Dialogue. 

Kou. You urge me home, Gu-fu •, my beingfe- 
warded or punilhed after death, requires that fome- 
thing which feels and thinks in me,muit continue to 
fubfift after me ^ now as no part in me had any thought 
or fenfe before my birth, why fhould it after my 
death ? What can this incomprehenfihle part of ^ 
myfelf be ? Will the humming of that bee continue 
after the end of its exiftence ? or the vegetatioa of 
this plant, when plucked up by the roots ? Is 
not vegetation a word m^de ufeofto exprefsthein- 
explicable mode appointed by the Supreme Being, 
for the plants imbibing the juices of the earth ? 
So the foul is an invented word,'faindy and obfcure- 
ly denoting the fpring of human life. All animals 
have a motion, and this ability to move is called ac- 
tive force 5 but this force is no diftinft being 
whatever. We have paffions, memory, and rea- 
fon-, butthefe paffions, this memory, and reafon, 
are furely not fe^arate things, they are not beings 
exiftmg in us, they are not diminutive perlbns ora 
particular exiftence, they are generical words in^ 
vented to fix. our ideas. Thus the. foul itfclf, which 
:fignifies our memory, our reafon, our paifions, 
is only a bare word. Whence then motion in na- 
ture ? from God. Whence vegetation in the 
plant? from God. Whence motion in animals ? 
-firom God. Whence cogitation in man ? from God *. 

Were the human foul. a diminutive perfon, ifl- 
cl6ied within our body, to direft its motions and 

* This opinion of the Chinefe is the Pythagorean dogom 
x>f the " Anima Mundi," which has been fully refiited bjr 
ii^udworth, Dr. Clarke, and fcveral other learned divines. 

ideas. 
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:idea8, wouM not that betray in the eternal Maker 
of the world an impotence and an artifice quite un- 
worthy of him ? He then muft have been incapable 
of making automata, which fhall have the gift of 
motion and thought in themfelves. When I learned 
Greek under you, you made me read Homer, where 
yulcan appears to me an excellent fmitb, when he 
makes golden tripods, going of themfelves to the 
council of the gods •,. but had this fame Vulcan 
concealed within thofe tripods one of his boys, to 
, make them move without being perceived, I fhould 
chink him but a bungling cheat. 

Some low-thoughted dreamers have been chirm- 
«d with the fancy of the planets being rolled along 
by genii, as fomethiag very grand and fubliiiie ; 
.but God has not been reduced to fuch a paltry 
fhift ; in a word, wherefore put two fprihgs to a. 
work when one will do ? That God can animate 
that fo little known being which we call matter, 
ytju^dare not .deny ; why then fhould he make ufc 
of another agent to animate it ? 

Farther.; what may that foul be which you arc 
pleafed to give to our body ? From whence did 
at come ? When did it come ? Muft the Creator 
of the «hiverfe be continually watching the co- 
pulation of men and women ? clofcly obferve the 
moment when a germ iffiies from a man's body 
and pafles into that of a woman, and then quickly 
injeft a foul into this germ ? A nd if this germ dies, 
what becomes erf its foul ? either it muft have been 
created incfFeftually, or muft wait another oppor- 
tunity. 

This is really a ftrai^e employment for the Sovg- 
reign of the world ; and it is not only on the copur 
lation of the human fpecies, that he muft be cbnr 
tinually intent, but muft obferve the like vigilance 
and celerity with all animals whatever ; for, like us^ 

they 
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tliey have memory, ideas, and paffions ; and if a 
foul be neceffary for the formation of thefe fenti- 
ments, thefe ideas, thefe paffions, and this memo- 
ry, (jrod muft be perpetually at work about fouls 
for elephants and fleas, for fifti and for bonzes. 

What idea docs fuch a notion give of the Archi- 
tcft of fo many millions of worlds, thus obliged to 
'be continually making inviGble props for perpetu- 
ating his work ? 

Thefe are fome, though a very fmall fample, of 
the reafonsfor queftioning the foul's exiftence. 

Cu-su. You reafon candidly; and fuch a vir- 
tuous turn of mind, even if miftaken, cannot but be 
agreeable to thc' Supreme Being. You may be in 
an error, but as you do not endeavour to deceive 
yourfelf, your error is excufable. But confider 
what ypu Imve propofed to me are only doubts, and 
melancholy doubts ; liften to probabilities of a fo- 
lacing nature: to be annihilated is difmal; hope then 
for life. A thought you know is not matter, nor has 
any affinity with it. Why then do you make fuch 
a difficulty of believing that God has put a divine 
principle into you, which being indiflbluble, can- 
not be fiibjcd: to death ? Can you fay that it is im- 
poffible that you fhould have ^ foul ? No, certain- 
ly : and if it be poffible that you have one, is it 
not alfo very probable ? How can you rejed fo 
noble a fyftem, and fo ncceflary to mankind ? Shall 
a few flender objeftions with-hold your affent ? 

Kou. I would embrace this fyftem with all my 
heart, on its being proved to me ; but it is not in 
my power to believe without evidence. I am al- 
ways ftruck with this grand idea, that God has 
made every thing, that he is every-where, that he 
penetrates all things, and gives life and motion to 
all things ; and i£ he is in all the parts of my be- 
ingj as he is in all the parts qf nature, I do- not fee 

any 
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^y need I have of a foul. Where is t^c ufe or itn- 
portance of this little fubaltern being to nie who 
am animated by God himfelf? of what iimprove- 
ment can it be ? It is not from ourfelves that wc 
derive our ideas, they generally 6btrude themfelvcs 
on us againfk our wills ; we have them when locked 
in fleep ; -every thing pafles in us without our in- 
tervention. What would it fignify to the foul, were 
it to fay to the blood and animal fpirits, be fo kind 
as to gratify me in runnmg this way, they will ftill 
circulate in their natural courfe. Let me be the m^- 
.chine of a God whofc exiftence all thing3 proclaim 
aloud, rather than of afoul whof<? exifi;ence is a ve- 
ry great uncertainty. 

Cu-su. Well, if God himfelf WMnatiE^s you, be 
very careful of committing ^ny crime as defiling 
that Gpd, who is within you ; and if be has given 
.you a foul, never let it offend him. In both fyf- 
tems you ha,ve a volition, you are frqe, that is, you 
have a power of doing what you will ; njake ufe 
of this power in ferving that God whp gave it you. 
If you are a philofophcr, fo much the better, but 
it is neceffary for you to be juft ; and ypu will be 
move fo when you come to believe t;hat you have 
an immortal foul. 

Be pleafed to anfwer rpe. Is not God fovereign 
and perfe&juftiqe ? 

Kpu. Doubtlefs ; and could he ceafc to be fo 
(which is blafphemy to think) I would myielf aft 
equitably. 

Cu-su. Will it not be your duty, when on the 
throne, to reward virtue and punifh vice ? and can 
you think of God's not doing what is incumbent 
on yourfelf to do ? You know that there are, and 
ever will be, in this life, good men diftreffed^ whilft 
wicked men profper ; therefore good and evil 
muft be finally judged in another life. It is this 

^ 'fo 
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fo fimple, fo general, and fo natural, opinion which 
has introduced and fixed among fo many nations 
the belief of the immortality of our fouls, and their 
being judged by divine juftice, on their quitting 
this mortal tenement. Is there, can there be, a 
fyftem more rational, more fuitable to the Deity, 
and more beneficial to mankind * ? 

Kou. Why then have fo many nations rejedted 
this fyftem ? You know, that in our province we 
have about two hundred families of the old Sinous, 
who formerly dwelt in part of Arabia Petrea ; and 
neither thpy iior their anceftors ever believed any 
thing of the immortality of the foul : they have 
their five books as we have our five King j I have 
read a tranflation of them ; their laws, which ne- 
ceffarily correfpond with thofc of all other nations, 
enjoin th^m to rcfpeft their parents, not to fteal 
nor lye, to abftain from adultery and bloodlhed ; 
yet thefe laws- are wholly filent as to rewards and 
punilhments in another life. 

Cu-su. If this truth has not yet been made 
known to' thbfe poor people, unqueftibnably their 
eyes will one day be opened. But what fignifies a 
fmall obfcure tribe, when' the Babylonians, the 
Egyptians, the Indians,' and all policed natibn^, 
have fubfcribed to this falutary doftrine? If you 
were fick, would you decline making ufc of a reme- 
dy approved by all the Chinefe, becaufe (bme bar- 
barous mountaineers had expreffed a dillike of it i 
God has endued you with reafon, and th?^ rdafon 
tells you that the foul mliff be initnortal; therefore 
it is God himfelf who tells ybiifo. 

Kou, But how can I be i^warded of J)uriiiHetfv' 
when 1 Ihall ccafe to be myfelf, when nothing 

* Our author has omitted the natural proofs of the immor- 
tality of the foul, which the reader may fee in Dr. Clarke's 
Evidences of Natural and Revealed Religion, p. 265. See 
alfo our remarks on the word SOUL. 

5 which 
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which had conftituted my perfon will be remaining j 
it is only by my memory that I am always myfelf : 
now my memory I lofe in my laft illnefs ; fo thav 
after my death, nothing under a miracle can reftore 
it tome, and thus replace me in my former exiftencc. 

Cu-su. That is as much as to fay, fhould a 
prince, after making his way to the throne by the 
murder of all his relations, play the tyrant over his 
fubjcfts, he need only fay to God, It is not I ; I 
have totally loft my memory ; you miftake, I am 
no longer the fame perfon. Think you God would 
be very well pleafed with fuch a fophifm ? . 

Kou. Well, I acquiefce ; I was for living ir- 
reproachable for my own fake, now I will do fo to 
pleafe the Supreme Being. I thought the whole 
matter was for my foul to bejuft and virtuous in 
this life ; but I will now hope that it will be hap- 
py in another : this opinion, I do perceive, makes 
for the good both of fubjefts and Sovereigns ; ftili 
the worfhip of the Deity perplexes me. 

Fourth Dialogue. 

Cu-stJ* Why, what i^ there that can ofFendt 
you in our Chu-king, the firft canonical book^ 
and which all the Chinefe emperors have fo great- 
ly refpe&ed. Vou plough a field with your own 
royal hands, byway of fetting an example to the 
people, and the firft fruits of it you offer to the 
Chang-ti, to the Tien, to the Supreme Being, and 
facrifice to him four times every year. You arc 
king and high-prieft, you promife God to do all 
the good which ihall be in your power r, is there 
any thing in this which you cannot digeft ^ 

Kou. I am very far from making any excep- 
tions; I know thatGodhasno need either of our la-* 
orifices or prayers, biit the offering them to him is 
v(?ry needful for us ; his worlhip was not inftituted 

for 
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for himfclf but on our account. * I am very mucH 
delighted with prayings and am p?irricularly care- 
ful that there fhall bte nothing ridiculous in my 
prayers ; for were I ta cry out till my throat is> 
flead, " That the niountain of the Chang-ti is a 
*' fat mountain, and that fat mountains are not to* 
** be looked on ;" though I fhbuld have put the 
fun to flight, and dried up the moon, will this 
rant be acceptable to the Supreme Being, or of any 
benefit to my fubjefts or myfelf ?■ 

Especially, I cannot bear with the fillinefs of the 
fedis about us ; on one fide is Laotze, whom his 
mother conceived by the junftion of heaven and 
earth, and was fourfcore years pregnant with him^ 
I as little believe his doftrinc of univerfal depriva- 
tion and annihilation, as his being born witjr 
white hair, or his going to promulgate his doc- 
trine.pn a black cow. 

The god Fo I put on- the fame footing,, notwith- 
Handing he had a white elephant for his father, and 
promifes immortal life. 

One thing, at which' I cannot forbear takfng* 
great offence, is the bonzes continually preaching 
fuch chimeras, thus deceiving the people in order 
the^ better to fway them; they .gain to themfelves" 
refpedt by mortifications, at which indeed nature 
Ihudders. . Some deny, themfelve*, cjuring their 
v/hole lives, the moft falutary foods, as if there was 
no way of pleafing God but by a bad diet. Others 
carry a pillory about their necks, and fon^etimcs 
they richly deferve it ; they drive naiU into thei^ 
thighs as into boards ; and for thefe things the^ 
people follow them in crowds. On the king^s it 
fuing any edift which does not fuit their humour, 
they coolly tell their auditors that this edift is not 
to be found in the commentary of the god Fo, and 
that god is to be obeyed preferably to men. Now, 

how 
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how to remedy, this popular diftemper, which is 
extravagant to the higheft degree, and not lefs dan- 
gerous ? Toleration, you know, is the principle 
of the Chinefe, and indeed of all Afiatic govern- 
ments ; but fuch an mdulgence muft be owned high- 
ly mifchievous, as^expofing an empire to be over- 
thrown on account of fome fanatical notions. 

Cu-su. God forbid that 1 fhpuld go about to 
extinguilh in you the fpirit of toleration, that qua- 
lity fo eminently refpedable, and which to fouls is 
what the permiflion of eating is to bodies. By the 
law of nature, every one may believe what he will, 
as well as eat what he will. A phyfician is not to 
kill his patients for not obferving the diet which he 
had prefcribed to them ; neither has a foyereign a 
right to hang his fubjefts for riot thinking as he 
thinks ; but he has a right to prevent difturbailtes, 
and with prudent meafures he will very ealily root 
outfuperftitions of all kinds. You know what hap- 
pened to Daon, the fixth king of Chaldea, about 
four thoufand years ago. 

Kou. No- i pray oblige me with an account of it. 

Cu-su. The Chaldean priefts had taken it into 
their heads to worlhip the pikes of the Euphrates, pre- 
tending that a famous pike called Oannes, had for- 
merly taught them divinity j that this pike wa^ 
immortal, three fcet^in kngth, and a fmafi crefcent 
on the tail In veneration to this Oannes, no pikes 
were to be eaten. A mighty difpute arofe among, 
the divincSy whether the pike Oannes had a foft or 
hard roe. Both parties not only fulminated ex- 
communications, but; they feveral times came to 
blows. To put an end to fuch difturbances, king 
Daon made ufe t>f this expedient. 

He ordered a ftri^ faft for three days to both 
parties ; and at the expiration of it, fent for the 
iticklers for the hard roed pike, who accordingly 

went 
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were prefent at his dinner 5 a pike was brought to 
him three feet in length, and on .the tail a fmall 
crefcent had been pUt. Is this your god, faid he 
to the doctors ? Yes, Sir, anfwered they ; we know 
him by the crefcent on the tail, and make no quef- 
tion but he is hard-roed. On this the king order- 
ing the pike to be opened, it was found to have the 
fineft melt that; could be. Now, faid the king, you 
fee this is not your god, it being foft-roed ; and the 
king and his nobles ate the pike, and the hard- 
roed divines were not a little pleafed that the god 
of their advcrfaries had been fried, 
. Immediately after the doftors of the oppofite 
fide were fent for, and a pike of three feet, with a 
crefcent on his tail, being fhewn to them, they, 
with great joy,' aflured his majefty, that it was the 
god Oanries, and that he had a foft roe v but behold ! 
on being opened^ it was found hard-roed. At this 
the two parties, equally out of countenance, and ftill ' 
falling, the good-natured king told them that he 
could only give them a dinner of pikes, and they 
greedily fell to eating both hard and foft-roed with- 
. oljt diftinftion. This clofed the civil war, with 
great applaufes of king Daon's wifdom and good- 
nefs J and fince that time the pepple have been al- 
lowed to eat pikes as often as they pleafed. 

Kou. Well done, klngDaon! and I give you , 
my word I will follow his example on every oc^ 
cafion, and as far as I can,, without injuring any 
pnej there Ihall be no worfhipping of Fo's and 
pikes. 

I know that in the countries of Pegu and Ton- 
quin, there are little gods and little Tallpoins which 
bring down the moon, when in the wane, and clear- 
ly foretel what is to come, that is, they clearly fee 
what is not, for futurity is not. I will take care 
that the Talapoins Ihall npt come within my reach, 

£ to 
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to make futurity prcfent, and bring down . the 
moon. 

It rs afliame that there Ihould be fefts rambling 
from town to town, propagating their delulions, as 
quacks their medicaments. What, a difgrace is ic 
to the human mind, for petty nations to think that 
truth belongs to them alone,, and that the vaft em-- 
pire of China is given up to error,? Is then* tha 
Eternal Being only the god of the ifland of Formo- 
fa or Borneo ? Has he no concern for the other 
parts of the univerfe ? My dear Cu-fu, he is a 
father to all men, he allows every one tacat pike p 
the moll acceptable homage which can be paid tO/ 
him is being virtuous ; the fineft of all his temples^ 
^s the great emperor Hiao ufed to fay, is a pure; 
heart. 

Fifth D r.A l.o gv e*- 

Cu-su. Since^you love virtue, in what manner 
do you propofe to pradtife it when you come to be 
king ? 

Kou. In not being unjuft to my neighbours ojr 
my fubjefts. 

Cu-su. To do no harm does not come up to^ 
virtue. I hope my prince will do good, will feed 
tlie poor by employing them in ufeful labour, and 
not cndo\7 (loth 5 mend and embeliifli; the high- 
ways, dig canals, build public edifices j encourage 
arts, reward merit of every kind, and pardon in- 
voluntary faults. " 

Kou, This I call not being unjuft; thofe. thingsV 
arc plain duties. 

C(j-su. Your way of thinking becomes a king^, 
but there is the king and the man ; the public life 
and private life. You will be married j how manjr; 
wives do you think of having ? 

Ko^r;. 
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Kou. Why, a dozen, I think, will do : a greater 
^lumber might be an avocation from bufinefs ; I 
don't approve of kings with their three hundred 
wives and feven hundred concubines, and thou- 
fands of eunuchs to wait on them. This humour 
of having eunuchs, efpecially, appears to me a moft 
execrable infult arid outrage to human nature. The 

* caftrating of cocks I can forgive, as eating the bet- 
ter for it ; but I never have heard of eunuchs being 
roafted. What is the ufe of their being thus mu- 
tilated ? It improves their voices ; the Dala-i Lsl- 
ma has fifty of them purely to fing in his pagod. 
Let him tell me' whether the Chang-ti istnuch de- 
lighted with the clear pipes of thefe fifty geldings. 

Another moft ridiculous thing is the bonzes not 
marrying. They boaft of being wifer than the 
other Chinefe -, well then, let themlhew their wif- 
dom in getting wife children. An odd manner of 
worfhipping the Chang-ti, to deprive him of wor- 
fhippers ; and, to be fure, they muft have a great 
afFeftion for mankind, who go th^ way to extinguifh 
the fpecies! The good little Lama called xStelca 
isANT EREPi,/ufed to fay, "That every prieft 
** ought to get as many children as he could :'* 
what he preached he pradifed, and was very ufcful 
in his generation. For my part, I Ihall niarry all 
the lamas and bonnes, and lamaffes and bonzeffes, 
who fhall appear to have a call to this holy work ; 
befides making them better patriots, I ihall think ic 
no fmall fervice to my dominions. 

Cu^-su. What an excellent prince Ihall we have 

. in you ! I cannot forbear weeping for joy. But 
you will not be fatisficd with having wives and 
fubjefts, for, after all, one cannot be perpetually 
drawing up edifts, and getting children ; you will 
likewift make yourfelf fome friends* 

~ """ •"• " .K-.^ r' 
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Kou. I am not without feme already, and'tSofe 
good ones, putting me in mind of my faults, and 
I allow myfelf the liberty of reproving theirs -y wc 
likewife mutually comfort and encourage one ano^ 
ther ; friendlhip is the^bakn of life, it» excels that 
of the chemift Eruil,, and even all. the Boftrums of 
the great Ranoud are not comparable to it, I 
think friendfliip (hould have been made a religioug' 
precept. I have a good mind to infert it in our 
ritual. 

Cu-su.^ By no means ;. friendlhipas fufEcicntly 
facred of itfelf. Never enjoin it j the heapt- mufl: 
be free: befides, were you to make a precept, a 
my'ftery, a rite, a ceremony, of friendlhip, if would 
foon become ridiculous through the fantaftical 
preachings and writings of the bonzes : let it not: 
be cxpoled to fuch profanation. 

But how will you deal with your ericnlies ? Coth^ 
futzee, I believe, in not lefs than twentjf places^ di^- 
refts us to love them : does not this appear fome- 
thing dilEcultvto you ? 

Kou. Love one*s enemies ! Oh, deat do<5bor ! 
nothing is fo common. 

Cu-su. But what do you mean by love ? 

Kou. ,Mean by it what it really is. i was. a 
/volunteer under the prince of Decon againft. the 
prince of Vis-brunk ; when a wounded enemy fell 
into our hands we took as muck> care of Him as 
4f he had been, our brother : we have often parted 
with our beds to them, and we lay by them on ty- 
gers Ikins fpread on the b^re ground ; we have 
tended and nurfed them ourfelves : Is not this 
loving our enemies ? ^ ou would not have us lov>e 
them as a man bves his miftrefs ? 

Cu-su. I am exceedingly- pleafed witfi'. your 
talk, and wi{b that all nations could hear you, for 

I 
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\ have been iaformed of fome fo very conceited and 
impertinent astofayah^t >ve knowfnothingof tnie 
virtue ; that our good actions are only fpecious fins ; 
that we fland in need of their Talapoins to inltruit 
us* in right principles. Poor creatures ! A few 
years ago there was no fuch thing as reading or 
writing among them, and now they are for teach- 
ing their matters. 

S 41 X AT H Dialogue. 

Cu*su. I (hall not repeat to you the common- 
places, which for thefe five or fix thoufand years 
paft, have been retailed among us, relating to. all 
the feveral virtues. Some there arc which only 
concern ourfelvcs, as prudence in the guidance of 
our foul, temperance in the government of our 
bodies ? rbufi; thefe are rather didtates of policy, and 
care of health*: the ccal virtues are thofe which pro- 
rnoce thcwelfare of focicty,.as fidelity, magnanimi- 
ty, beneficence, toleration, &c. aiid, thank heaven, 
fhefe arc the firft things which ev^ry woman, 
among us, teaches her children v they are the ru- 
diments of the rifing generation, both in town 
and -country ; but I am forry to fay it, there is a 
great viptue which is iadly on the decline among 
us. 

Kou. Quickly name it, and no endeavour of 
mine fliall be wanting to revive it. 

Cu*^u. It is hofpitality -, for fince inns have 
got footing among us, this fo focial virtue, this fa- 
cred tieK)f mankind, becomes more and more relax- 
ed: that pernicious inftitution, I am told, we.havc 
borrowed from fome weftern lavages -, who, proba- 
bly, have no houfes to enxertain travellers. My 
heart melts with delight when 1 hav-e the h^ppinefs 
otentertaining, in the vaft "city of Lou, in Hon- 

E 3 cham,, 
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cham, that fuperb fquare, or my delicious feat of 
Ki, Ibme^generousftranger come from Samarcande^ 
to whom, from that moment, I becoiAe facredt 
and who, by all laws human and divine, is bound 
to entertain me, on any call I may have into Tar- 
tary,- and to be my cordial friend. 

The favages 1 am fpeakiog of do not admit 
ftrangers into their huts, filthy as they are, with^ 
out their paying, and dearly too, for fuch fordid 
reception j and yet thofe wretches, I hear, think 
themfelves above us, and that our morality is no- 
thing in comparifon of theirs. Their preachers 
excel Confutzee himfelf -, in a word, they -alone 
Icnow what true juftice is, and a fign of it is, they 
fell on the roads fome fophifticated ftuff* for wine^ 
and their women, as if mad, rove about the ftreets^ 
and dance, whilft otirs are breeding filk-\yorms. 

Kou. I very much approve of ho^itality, and 
the praftice of it gives me pleafure ; but I am 
afraid it will be much abufed. Near Thibet dwells 
a peopk, wh6, befides the badnefe of their habita-* 
tions, being of a roving difpofition, will, on any 
trifle, go from one end of^the world to the other ; 
and, on your having occafion to go to Thibet, fo 
far from returning your hofpitality, they have no- 
thing to fct before you, nor fo much as a bed for 
you to lie on ; this is enough to put one out of 
conceit with courtefy. 

Cu-su. Thefe difappointments may eafily be 
remedied, by entertaining fuch perfons only as come 
well recommended. Every virtue has its difficul- 
ties and dangers, and without them the practice of 
virtue would want much of its glory and excellence^ 
How wife and holy is our Confutzee ? There is 
not a virtiTe which he does not inculcatje ; every 
fentence of his is pregnant with the happiriefs of 

ma^kind: 
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iBankimi : one, at prefent, recurs to me, I think it 
is the fifty-third : 

** Kindnefles acknowledge with kindnefs, and 
never revenge injuries." 

"What maxim, what law, can the wcftern people 
ijriog in competition with fuch exalted morality ? 
Then in how many places, and how ftrpngly, does 
•iie recommend humility ? Did this amiable virtue 
^evail among men, there would be. a total end of 
^1 qus^mk and broils. 

Ko», i hiiye read all that Confutzee, and the 
d&ges be^^re hini) have faid abo^t humility ; but 
tflooe of them, I think, have beqn fqfficiently accu- 
»$e in^theirdiErfinitioa of it. There may, perhaps, be 
*ut Jittk bumiiity in takiog on one tocenfure them; 
ibut, with ail due humility, I own that they are be- 
yond «y fCompreheJifion. What is your idea of 
AumiUty? 

Cu-str. Humility I take to be mental modeft)^; 
• ibr a$ to external modefty, it is no more than civi- 
lity. . Humility vcannot confift in denying to one's 
ielf that fuperiorky which we may have acquired 
;abovc aliother. An able phyfici^n cannot but be 
*fcnfible that he is poffeiled of a knowledge infinite- 
ly beyond his delirious paiaent The teacher of 
.aftronomy mufl: necejQTarily think himfelf more 
iearned than his fcholar ; but they mufl: not pride 
themfelvcs in their fuperior talents. Humility is 
jjiot debafement, but a corfeftive to felf-love, as 
:rnodefly is the temperament to pride. 

Kqu. Well, it is in xhe praftice of all thefe 
wirtues, and the worfliip of one fimple and univer- 
fal God, that I propofe t6 Jive, far from the chi- 
meras of fophifts, and the illufionof falfe prophets. 
The love of mankind ftiall be my virtue, and the 
3qvc of God my religion. As to the god Fo, and 
' - ^ E 4 Laotzee, 
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Laotzcc and Vitfnou, who has fo often become in* 
carnate among the Indians, and Sammonocodom^ 
who came down from heaven to fly a kite among 
the Siamcfe, together with the Camis, who went 
from the moon to vifit Japan ; I cannot endure 
fuch impious fooleries. 

How weak, and at the fame time how cruel, is 
it for a people to conceit that there is no god but 
with them only ! it is downright blafphemy. The 
light of the fun irradiates all nations, and the light 
of God fhines only in a little infignific^nt tribe in 
a corner of this globe. That ever fuch a thought 
could enter the mind of man ! The Deity fpeaks 
to the heart of all men of all nations, and they 
ihould, from one end of the univerfe to the other, 
be linked together in the bonds of charity. 

Cu-su. O wife Kou ! you have fpokclik&onc 
infpired by the Chang-ti himfelf ; you will make a 
worthy prince. From being my pupil you are be- 
come my teachen 

The JAPANESE CATECHISM, 

The Indian. 

IS itfo, that formerly the Japanefe knew ncthirg 
of cookery ; that they had fubmitted their king- 
dom to the great Lama ; that this great Lama ar- 
bitrarily prciicribcd wJiat they fhould eat and drink ; 
that he ufed, at times, to fend to you an inferior 
Lama for receiving the tributes, who, in returrr, 
gave you a fijgn of proteftion, which he made with 
his two fore-fingers and thumb ? 

I The Japanese. 

Alas ! it is but too* true •, nay, all the places of 
the Canufi, or the chief cooks of our ifland, were 

dilpofcd 
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^Ipofcd of by the Latna^ and the love of God t*to 
quite out of the queftion . Farther, ^very hodfe oi 
our feculars paid annually an ounce of filver Co this 
head-cook of Thibet, whilft all xhc amends vrc^ 
had was fome fmall plates of relicks, and thefe' 
none of the beft tafted ; and on every new whim ^ 
of his, as n^aking war againft the people of Tan- 
gut, we were faddled with frefli fubfidies. . O^t 
nation frequently complained, but all we got by 
it was to pay the more for prefuming to complain. 
At length love, which does every thing for the 
beft, freed us from this galling thraldom* One of 
our emperors quarrelled with the great Lama about 
a woman ; but it muft be owned that they who itt - 
this affair did us the beft turn, were our Qmiifi^or 
Pauxcofpies; it is to them that, infaft, weowcour. 
deliverance, and it happened in this manner: 

The great Lama, forfooth, infifted on being al- 
ways in the right; our Dairi and Canufi' would 
liave it that fometimes, at Icaft, they might be in 
the right. This claim the great Lama derided, 
as an abfurdity ; on :which our gentry, being as 
ftifF as he was haughty, broke with him for ever. 
: Ind. Well, ever fince you have had golden 
days, I fuppofe ? - 

Jap. Far from it ; for near two hundred yean 
there was nothing but perfecutions, violences, and 
bloodftied among us. After all our Canufis pre^ 
tending to be in the right, it is but an hundred 
years fince they have had their right reafqn -, but 
fince this time, we may boldlyeftecmourfelves one 
of the happicft nations on the earth. 

Ind. How can that be, if, as reported, you 
have no lefs than twelve different fefts of cookery 
among you ? Why you muft always be at daggers 
drawing, 

Jap- 
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Ja^. Why fo ? If there are twelve cooks, ind 
each has a different receipt, fhall we,ini}:ead of din^ 
tug, cut each other's throats ? No : every one may 
regale himfelf at that cook's whofe manner of 
dreffing viftuais he likes bcft. . 

Ind. Tnie ; taftcs are not to be difputed 
about : yet people will make them a matter of 
contention, and all fides gro^ hot. 

Jap, After long difputing, men come to fbc 
the mifchiefs of thefe jarrings, and at length agree 
on a reciprocal toleration -, and certainly they <^ii 
do nothing better. 

Ind. And pray what are thefe cooks who 
make fuch a ftir in your nation about the art df 
eating and drinking ? 

Jap, Firft, there's the Breuxehs, who never air 
low any pork or pudding ; they hold with the olid-* 
fafliioned cookery, they would as foondie, as 
lard a fowl *, then diey deal much in numbers^ 
and if an ounce of filver be to be divided between 
th^rh and the eleven other cooks, they inftantly fe-r 
cure one-half to themfelves, and the remainder 
take who wiiL 

Ikd. I fancy you do not often foul a plate with 
thefe folks. 

Jap* Never. Then there's the Pifpates, who, 
on feme days of the week, and even for a confi* 
deiabk time of the year, will gormandize on tur-»- 
hot, trouts^ foals, falmon, fturgeon, be they ever 
fo dear, and would not for the world touch a 
lireetbnead of veal, which may be had for a groat. 

As for us Canufi, we are very fond of beef and 
ft kind of paftry ware, in Japanefe called puddimg. 
Now all the world allows our cooks to be infinitcr 
ly more knowing than thofe of the Piipates : no- 
body has gone farther than we in finding out what 

wa3 
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Kras the garum of the Rinnans; we fvirpafs al) 
others in our knowledge of the onions of antief)C 
Egypt, the locuftpafte of the primitive Arab^, thq 
Tartarian horfc-flcfh -, and there is always fomc^ 
thing to be karned in the books of thofe Canufi 
commonly known by the name of Pauxcdpies, 

I fhall omit thofe who eat only in Tarluh, tljofe 
who obferve the vincal diet, the Batiftans, an4 
others ; but the Quekars defervc particular fiotke^ 
Thou^ I have very often been af table with them, 
I never faw one get drunk, or fwear an oath. It ]% 
a hard matter to cheat them, but then they n^er 
cheat you. The law of loving one's neighbour as 
one's felf feems really peculiar td them ; for, in 
good truth, how can an honeft Japanefetalk of lovn 
ing his n^nghbouf as himfelf, when, for a little pgy, 
he gota as a hireling, to blow his brains out, aad 
hew 4iim with a four inch broad fabre, and all this 
in form ; then he^ at the fame time, expofes hinji-? 
felf to the like fate, to be Ihot or fabred : fo hq 
may with more truth be faid to hate his neigh-i 
hour as himfelf. This is a phrenzy the Quekars 
were never poQeflcd with. They fay, and very 
juftly^ that poor mortals are earthen veflcls, mado 
to laft but a very (bort time, and that they (hould 
not wantonly go and break themfclves to piccea 
one againft another. 

I own, that'were I not a Canufi, I (hould take 
part with th^ Quekars ; for you fee, that there can 
be no wranghngs nor blows' with fuch peaceable 
cooks. There . is another and very numerous . 
branch of cooks called Dieftos ; with thefe every 
one, without diftinftion, is welcome to their table, 
and you are at full liberty to eat as you like -, you 
have larded or barded fowls, or neither larded nor 
barded, egg fauce, or oil ; partridge, falmon, white 
or red wines 5 thefe things they hold as matters of 

indifference. 
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indiflfercncc, provided you fay a fliort prayer before 
and '^ftcr dinner^ and even without this ceremony 
before breakfaft ; and with good-natured worthy 
men they will banter about the great Lama, the 
T«rlah, Vincal, and Memnon, &c. only thefe 
Dicflres miift acknowledge our Canufi to be very 
jbrofoundcoolcs; and efpecially let them never talk 
OT cruitailingour incomes ^ then we fhall live very 
cafily together. 

In^b. But ftill there muft be cookery by kw 
cftateliflied, or the king's cookery. 

Jap, There muft fo ; but when the king of 
Japarn has regaled himfelf plentifully, he Ihould be 
cheaiful and indulgent, sfnd not hinder his good 
ftibjefts from having thdr repafts. 

Ind. But (hould fome hot-headed people take 
on thenrrfelves to «aft faufages clofe to the king's 
tidfty when the Iciiig is known to have an avcrfion 
to that food 5 fliould a mob of four or five thouiand 
of them get together, each with his gridiron, to 
broil their faufages, andinfult tbofe who are againft 
bating them-^ 

" Jap. In fuch a cafe they ought to be punifhed 
lis turbulent drtinkards. But we have obviated this 
4danger ; none but thofe who follow the royal 
€0(>fcery are capable of holding any employrhent ^ 
all others may, indeed, eat as they pleafe, but thii? 
humour excludes them fi-om fome emoluments. 
TViniults are ftriftly forbidden, and inftantly pUr 
nifhed without mercy of mitigation; all quarrels 
at table are carcffufly reftrained by a precept of our 
great Japanefe cook, who has written in the facreci 
language, ** Suti'raho, cus flat, natis inufum teti^ 
" tiae Kypiris pugnare tracum eft ;" that is, "^^ the 
*' intent of feafting is a fober and decent mirth ^ 
^ iut to throw glaffes at one anothier is favage." 

.Ui54cp 
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Under thefe maxims we live very happily j our. 
iibercy is fecured by our Taicofemas ; wc are every 
day growing more and more opulent j we.havo 
two hundred junks of the line, and are .dteadpd 
by our neighbour*. 

Ini>. Why then has the pious rhymer Recn» 
(fon to the fo juftly celebrated Indian poet Recna) 
laid in a didaftic work of his,' mtitled Grace, apd 
not the Graces, ; 

Le Japon oil jadis brilla tant de lumiere, 
Ne*eft plus <ju*un trifle amas de follcs vifian& 

** Japan, once famed for intelle<Stual . lights' 
" lies now involved in error and chimerical 
"yifion/' 

Jap^ That Recna is himfelf an arrarxt vil^ona- 
ry. Does not that weak Indian know, that it is 
we who have taught his countrymen what light is I 
That it is to us India owes its knowing thq 
courfe of the planets ; that it is we who have made 
known to man the primitive laws of nature, and 
the dodrine of fluxions ? To defcend to things 
of more common ufc; by us his countrymen 
were taught to build junks in mathematical pro- 
portions ; they are beholden to us for thofe co»- 
verings of their leg& which they call wpve ftock- 
ings. Now is it poflible that, after fuch admirable 
and ufeful inventions, we ftiould be madmen? 
-And if he has rhimed on the follies of others, does 
that make him the only wife man ? Let him leave 
us to our own cookery, and, if he muft be verfify* 
ing, I would advife him to chufc more poetical fub^ 

jea$. . 

This Reena, trufting to the vifionarics of hi$ 
<:ountry, has advanced, *^That no good fauces were 

« to 
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•* to be made uhlefs Brama himfelf, out of his par* 
♦* ticular favour, taught his favourites to make the 
•* fauce ; that there was ' an infinite number of 
M cooks, who, with the beft intentions and moft 
" earneft endeavours, were under an impoffibility 
^* of making a ragout •> Brama, from mere ill will, 
«^ difabling them/* Such fttrfS^^ill not go down 
in Japan, where the following fcntence is efteemed 
an indifputable truth : 

" God never ads by partial will, but by general 
laws." . . 

Ind* What can be laid! He is full of his 
country's {Prejudices, thofe of his party, and his 
twm. 

Jap. a world of prejudices indeed I 

The COUNTRY PRIEST's CATECHISM^ 

A R I S T U S. 

0|0, my dear Theotlmus, you are going to be ^ 
1^ country parfon. 

Theotimus. 

Yes, I have had a fmall parifli conferred on me^, 
end I like it better than a krger ; it is ti^ore fuited 
both to my parts and my aftivity ; having but one 
ibulmyfclf, the fuperintendance and direction of fe- 
v«ity thoufand. would certainly be too much for 
me; and I have ever wondered at the daringnefs of 
thofe who have taken on them the care of thofe 
immcnfe diftrids. I cannot, in any tolerable mea- 
fure, find myfclf equal to fuch a charge ; a large 
flock really frightens me, but with a fmall <ine I 
may perhaps do fome good. I have a fmattcring 
of the law, enough, with my careful endeavours^ 
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«o prevent my poor parifliioners frem ruining one 
another by Utigations ; I am fo far aphyfician as 
to prefcribe to them in common cafes ; and I have 
fa far looked into our beft treatifes on agriculture^ 
that my^advice may fometimes be of fervke to 
them. The lord of the manor and his lady are 
mighty good fort of people, and no devotees; they 
will fecond my endeavours to do good, fo that I 
J)romife myfelf a very happy time of it, and that , 
thofe among whom 1 am to live will not be the 
worfe for my company. 

Arist. But could you not like to have a wife ? 
It would be a great comfort after preaching, fing- 
ing, confeffii^g, coitimunlcating, baptizing, and bu* 
rying, to be welcomed at your return home by aft 
afiefitionate, cleanly, and virtuous wife ; flie would 
take care of your linen and perfon, divert you when 
in health, tend you in ficknefs, and make you 
the fathcrof pretty children, the good education of 
whom would be of public advantage. I really pity 
your order, whofe whole time is fpent in the moft. 
valuable fcrvice of mankind, yet are debarred of a 
comfort and folacement fo delegable, and withal 
fo neceffary. 

Theot. The Greek church makes a point of 
encouraging marriage in their priefts ; the church 
of Englarid and the Proieftants univerfally atSt with 
the iike wifdom ; but the policy of the Latin 
church is quite oppofite, and I muft fubmit to it. 
Perhaps in the prefent prevalence of a philofophi- 
cal fpirit, were a council convened', its decrees 
would be more fevourable to human nature than 
^ofe of the council of Trent -, but till that happy 
time, I niuft conform to the prefent laws ; I am 
»o ftranger to its difficulties, but fo many of my 
betters having taken the yoke on them, it is not 
ior me to murmur*. . 

AaisT* 
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Arist* You have a great (hare of learning, an4 
are likcwife niafter of a nervous eloquence v ho^ 
do you intend to preach before a congregation of 
villagers? 

. TheoT, As I would before kings. I will infift 
on morality, and never meddle with controverfy-- 
God forbid that I Ihould go about diving into con- 
comitant grace, effeftual grace which may be re- 
fifled, fufficient grace which does not fuffice ; or 
examining' whether the angels who came to Lot 
had a body, or only feigned to eat. A thoufand 
things there are, which my congregation wogld 
pot underftand, nor I neither : my endeavour ihall 
be to make them good, and to be fo myfelf ; but 
I fhall make no divines, nor be fo myfclf, no more 
. than Ihall be abfolutely neceflary. 

Arist. You will make a good prieft, indeed ! 
I think I muft purchafe a country-houfe in your 
parifh. But be fo kind as to tell me hpw you will 
manage confefllon. 

Theot. Confefllon is highly beneficial, a ftrong 
curb to vice, and a very early inflitution. It was 
antiently pradifed at the celebration of all the. my f- 
teries of the church ; and we have imitated and 
lanftified fo devout an obfervance : it ayails great- 
ly, turning refcntment and hatred into forgivenefs 
and fricndfhip; by it the petty rogues are induced 
to reflore what they had ftolcn. I own it has alio 
its inconveniences. There are too many indifcrcet 
.confeflbrs,chiefly among the monks, who fometimes 
teach girls more fooleries than they learn among 
the. young men. In confeflion there (hould be no 
particulars-, it is no juridical interrogatory, but oh- 
ly a fuiner's acknowledgment of his faults to the 
Supreme Being, before another finner, who is foon 
to make the like acknowledgment. This falutary 
avowal is not made to gratity ^ frivolous curiofity. 

Arist^ 
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Arist. And*xcbmtriunicatioh$; will you clrer 
tJ>roceed to fuch e;ctremities ? 
• T«EO*r. Nq'/ fome rituals excommuqicdtk 
gfalhoppers^ forcerers, and ftag^-players. Qraf- 
hoppers I (hall never exclude from my church, for 
they never come there ; as littlp ihall I excommu*- 
nicate forcerers, feting there are none'; and ftage* 
players being authorized by the.magiftrates, and 
^xifioAed by his naajcfly, it would 111 become me 
to brand them with infamy: iand, to be in>- 

fenitous* I can with pleafure read a play^ when 
dpt within the limits of decewy -, fuch, for in** 
'ftance, as Athaliah and the Mifanthrope, which 
contain a great deal of moral inftruftion. The lord 
:0f 6\iT manor has fome fuch pieces a<Sted at ht$ feat 
by young people of a theatrical turn ; thefe exhi- 
;t)itions lead to virtue through the attraftive of plea^- 
fure, form the tafte, and greatly- contribute to 
a juft elocution. Now, for my part^ in. all this 
-I fee nothing but what is very innocenjc, and even 
very ufcful ; fo that I intend^ purely for my ia- 
ftruftion, to be fometimes a fpeftator^ but in a 
latticed box, to avoid giving offence to the 
weak. 

Arist. The more you let me into your way . 
of thinking, the more defirous am I of .becoming 
your parifhioner ; but one point remains, which I 
•think of very great importance. How will you do 
to hinder the peafants from fuddling on the holi- 
days, which, you know, is their chief way. of keep- 
ing feftivals ? i^ome, overcome by a liquid poifon, 
are feen with their heads drooping almoftto their 
.knees, their hands dangling, their light and hear- 
ing loft, in a condition very much beneath beafts ; 
led home reeling by their lamenting wives, incapa- 
ble of going to work the next day, often fick, and 
fometimes irrecoverably befotted. Others^^ inflam- 
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v«d by wine, raife quarrels, which foon come to fif* 
rious blows ; and thefe brutal fcenes, a difgrace to 
human nature, have not feldom been known to 
€nd in a nfiurder. It is a known truth, that the 
Hate lofes more fubjcdls by holidays than by wars 5 
now how will you, if not eradicate this^ execrable 
cuftoni out of your parilh, at leaft bring it under 
fomc regulation f 

Tmteot. I have a femedy at hand ; I (hall not 
only give them leave, but exhort them to follow 
their occupation's after divine fepvice ; and that I 
will take care to begin very early,- for it is their be- 
ing unemployed on Tuch days which fend« them ta 
public-houfcs ; on the working days we hear of n^ 
riot or bloodshed. Moderate labour is good both 
for foul and body : befides, the ftate wants thek* 
labour. Let us fuppofe, and the fuppofition isr 
within bounds, five millions of men, one with art- 
other, doing ten pennyworth of work^and that thefe 
ifive millions of men are, by fuch a euftom, reri- 
derdd quite ufelefs no lefs than thirty days in the 
year; confequently the ftate is deprived of work tO 
the value of thirty times five millions of tenpences ; 
now God never enjoined drunkennefs, nor fuch 
detrimental obfervance of feftivals. 

Arist. This will be recont:iliiig devotion and 
bufinefs, and both are of God's appointment;; 
thus you ferve God, and do good to your neigb* 
bour. But amidft our ecclefiaftical feuds, with 
which party will you fide ? 

Theot. With none. Virtue never occaGons 
any difputes, becaufe it comes from God; all thefe 
-heart-burnings are about opinions, which are the 
inventions of men. 

Arist. Excellent ! I with all priefts were like 
-you. 
- CER- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DICTIONARY. 67 



CERtAIN, CERTAINTY. "\ 

HOW old may your friend Chriftopher be ?• 
Twenty-eight. 1 have feen both his contraft 
of marriage, and the regifter of his birth : I have 
krtown him from a child ; twenty-eight is his age. 
I am a^ certain of it as certain can be. 

Soon afte;* this man^s anfwcr, who wasfo fure of 
what he faid, and of twenty others, in confirmation 
of the fame thing, I happened to be informed that, 
for private reafons, and by an odd contrivance, the 
regifter of Chriftopher's birth was antedated. They 
to whom I had fpoken, knowing hot!hihg of this> 
are ftill in the greateft certainty of what is riot. 

Had you, in Copernicus's time, aflced all the 
world. Did the fun rife, did the fun fet, to-day ^ 
they would, one and all, have anfwered. That's ^ 
certainty ; we are fully certain of it : thus they 
were certain, and yet miftaken. 

Witchcraft, divinations, and pofleffions, were, for 
a long time, univerfaliy accounted the mod certain 
things in the world* What numberlefs crowds 
have feen all thofc fine things, and have been cer- 
tain of them ! but at prefent, fuch certainty begins 
to lofe its credit. 

A young man, juft entered on geometry, and 
gone no farther than the definition of triangles^ 
<:alls on me : Are not you certain, faid I to him', 
that the three angles of a triangle are equal to two 
right angles ? He anfwers me, that, fo far from 
being certain, he has not a clear idea of the pro- 
pofition ; on which I demqnftrate it to him -, this, 
indeed, makes him very certain of it, and he will 
be fo as long as he lives. 

F 2 Here 
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Here is a certainty very different from the for^ 
Aer : they were only probabilities, which, on be- 
ing fearched into, arc found errors -, but n)athema- 
tical certainty is immutable and eternal. 

I exift, I think, I feel pain ; is all this as certain 
as a geometrical truth ? Yes. And why ? Becaufe 
thefe truths are proved by the fame principle,- that 
a thing cannot, at the fiimc time, be and not b^, 
I cannot, at one and the fame time, exift and not 
cxift, feel and not feeL A triangle cannot have 
and not have a hundred and: eighty degrees, the 
ium of two right angles^ 

Thus the phyfical certdnty of my exiftcnce and 
my fcnfation, and mathematical certainty, are of a. 
like validity, though differing in kind. 

But this is- by no means applicable to* the cer- 
tainty founded on appearances, or the unanimous 
relations of menv 

How, fay you, are not you certain that there is 
fuch a city as Pekin ? Have you not fome Pekiiv 
nianufaftures ? Arc you not certain of the exiftence 
of Pekin from the accounts of perfons of different 
nations and different opinions, and writing violently 
againfl: each other^when preaching the truth ia 
that city. I anfwer, that it is highly probable 
there was fuch a city at that time, but I would 
not lay my life on its exiftence j whereas at any 
time will I.ftak'e my life that the three angles of a- 
triangle are equal to two right angles. 

The DicTioNAiREENCYCLOPEDKyrE has a very 
droll affertion, that fliould all Paris fay that mar- 
Ihal Saxe is rifen from the dead, a man ought ta 
be as fure and certain of it, as he is that the mar- 
llial gained the battle of l^ontenoy, on hearing alt 
Paris fay fb. Excellent reafoning ' I believe all 
Paris when i:t tells me a thing aiorally poff^ble ^ 

mud 
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fnuft I therefore believe all Paris when it tells me a 
thing which is both morally and naturally impof- 
fible? ; . ' 

The authpr of this article, I fuppofe, was in a 
bantering ftrai'n, and the other author againft 
whom it was written, probably means no more by 
^is extatic applayfes at the end of it. 

CHAIN OF EVENT Si 

IT is an old fuppofition, that ^11 events are link- 
ed together by zji invincible fatality : this is de- 
itiny, which Homer makes fuperior to Jupiter 
himfelf. This fovereign of gods and men frankly 
declares that he cannot fave his fon Sarpedon froin 
.dying at the time appointed. Sarpcdon was born at 
the very inliant tbiat he was to be born, at any other 
he could not be Ijorn j fo he could not die any 
Where but before Troy; he could be buried no . 
where but in Lycia ; his body was at the deftincd 
time to produ^ce herbs and pulfe^ which were to be 
changed into the fubftance of fome Lycians. H is 
^eirs were tp infl:it]jj:e a new foim of government 
in his dominions j fhis new form was to affed th^ 
neighbouring kingdoms, and this put thofe who 
bprdefed on thpie nf ighbouriag kingdoms on new 
meafures of peace or war ; thus the face of th? 
whole earth came gradually to be determined by 
that of Sarpedon, which depended on another event, 
and this by a chain of other events, was connedled 
.with the origin of things. 

Had only one of thefe tranfaftions been differ- 
ently dilpofed, it would have caufed a different 
univeife ; and that the prefent univer-e fhould 
f xift and not exifl: is an impoffibility, therefpre it 
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was not poffible for Jupiter, with all his pmnipo' 
tenqe^ to fave his fon's life. 

This fyftem of neceffity and fatality has, accord- 
ing to Leibnitz, been ftruck out by nimfelf, under 
the appellation of sufficient reason, but it is in 
, jcality of Veiy antienc date ; that no efFeft is with- 
out a caufe, and that, often, the leaft caufe produces 
the greateft effefts, is what the world is not to. be 
aught at this time of day. 

My lord Bolingbroke owns, that the trivial quar- 
rel tjetween the duchefs of Marlborough and Mrs. 
Mamam put Tilm upon making the feparate treaty 
between queen Anne and Lewis XIV. This trea- 
ty brought on the peace of Utrecht. This peace 
fettled Philip V, on the Spanifh throne. Philip V. 
difpofleffed the houfe of Auftria of Naples and Si- 
cily ; thus the Spanilh prince, who is now king of 
Naples, evidently owes his fovereignty to Mrs, 
MaQiam : he would not have had it, perhaps he 
v^buld hdt fo much as have been born, had the du- 
chefs of Marlborough behaved with due complai-* 
fance towards the queen of England ; his exiftencc 
at Naples depended on a few follies committed at 
the court of London. Enquire into the lituation 
of all the nation^ on the globe, arid they all derive 
from a chain of events, apparently quite uncon- 
nefted with apy one thing, and connected' with 
every thing. In this irrimenfe machine a.11 is wheel- 
work, puUy, cords, and fpring. ^ •;• ' 

It is the fame in the phyfical fyftem : a wind blow- 
ing from the fouth of Africa ^hd the auftral feas, 
brings witl) itpan of the African atmofphere, which 
falls down again in rain among the vallies of the 
Alps, and thcfe rains fruftify our lands. Again our 
porthern wind wafts our vapours among the Ne- 
Vroe3 :' thus we benefit Guinea, and are benefited 
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3>y It ; and this chain reaches from one end of the 
■univerfe to the other. 

But the truth of this principle, I think, has been 
ftretched to a ftrange cxcefs. , Some will have it, 
that there is no atom ever fo minute but its mo- 
.tion contributed toothe prefent difpdfition <rf the 
vwhole world-, and that every petty incident, whe- 
ther among men or brutes, is an eflential link in 
the great chain of fatality. 

tet us underftand one another : every cfFcft has 
Evidently its caufe, recurring from cawfe-to<:awfe, 
.«p to the abyfs of eternity -, but every caufe has 
not its efFed traced forward to the end of time. 
That all events proceed from others i own •, as ,cbe 
paft has brougnt fort-h the prefont, the prefent 
produces the future ; every thing has fathers, but 
every thing has not always children. This can- 
not be better elucidated, than by a genealogical 
tt-ee-, every family is deduced from Adart, but 
many of its branches die without iflbe. 

The events of this world are not without their 
genealogical tree : the inhabitants of Gaul and 
Spain are indifputably defcended from Gomer, 
and the Ruffians from Magog, his younger brother, 
for fo it is faid in many huge books-; then we are 
ef covirfe indebted t© Magog for the fixty thoufancj 
Ruffians now in arms towards the confines of Po- 
ifnerania, and the fixty thoufand French in the 
neighbourhood of Franckfort. But I do not fee 
how Magog*s Ipitting to the right or left near 
Mount Caucafus, or his making two or three 
arches on thp infide of a well, or his lying on his 
right or his left fide, could have any confiderable 
influence in the czarina Elizabeth's refolution of 
fending an army to the affiftance of Mary 1 hcrefa; 
^^cniprels of the Romahs. That my dog dreamed oif 
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4id not dream in its (Jeep has any relation to thi^ 
grand nioguPs concg-ns, is what I cannot f^e 
ilJto, 

It muft be confidered, that a^ things are not 
full in nature ^ and that every motion is not com- 
municated fucceflively, lb as to be continued 
round the world. On throwing into water a body 
of equal denfity, you eafily conceive that in fome 
ihort time the motion of fuch body^ and that 
which it has caufcd in the water, will ceafe 5 moti- 
on is loft ^pd recovered : thus the motion which 
ipighthave been produced by Magog's fpitting in 
^ well, can have np affinity with what is now do^ 
ing in Kuffia and Pruflia •, . thus the prefent events 
we not iffued from all the former events ; they 
have their direft lines •, but a thoufand petty col- 
lateral lines do not in the leaft conduce to then>5 
\ fay it again, every being has its fathers, but every 
being h^$ not children. I may poflibly enlarge or^ 
this head, whcft J pom^ tofpeak of DESTINY, 



CHAIJ^ or CRpATEp BEINGS, 

yi T my firft reading Plato, I was charmec} 
/\^ wi|h his grad?ition of beings, rifipg from the 
uighteft atom to the fupreme eflence. Such ^ 
fcale ftryck me wjth admiration \ but, on a clofey 
furvey of it, this auguft phantom difappeared, a$ 
formerly ghofts ufcd to hie away at the crowingt 
pf the cock. 

Fancy is, atfirft, ravifhed in beholding the imr? 
perceptible afcent fromfenfelef§ matter to organizecl 
podies, from plants to zoophytes> from zoophyte^ 
to animals, from thefe to men, from men to ge- 
nii, from tlvsfe aetheral genii to immaterial effence,^ 
ajnd Ifftly numberl^fs different orders of thefe cf- 
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Ycnces, afcending through a fucceffion of increafing 
beauties and perfeftions, to God himfclf. The 
4evout arc mightily taken with this hierarchy, as 
reprefcnting the pope and his cardinals, followed 
by the archbifliops and bifhops, and then by the 
. reverend train of reftors, vicars, unbeneficed prielb, 
deacons, and fubdeacons ; then come the Regulars^ 
iand the Capuohins bring up the rear. 

But from God to his moft perfeft creatures the 
diftance is fomething greater thaq between the pope 
^d the dean of the facred college -, this dean may 
c:ome to be pope, whereas the mod perfcft of the 
genii never can be God. Infinitude lies between 
Qod and him. 

Neither does this chain, this pretended gra- 
dation, exifl: any longer in vegetables and animals, 
fpme fpecies of plants and animals being totally ex- 
tinguilhed, The murex i^ not to be found -, ic 
was forbidden to eat the griffin and ixion, which^ 
whatever Boch^rt may fay, have, for ages paft, noc 
been in nature f where then is the chain ? 

If no fpecies have been loft, yet it is manifeft they^ 
IPjsiy be deftroyed» for lions and rhinocerofes are 
growing very fcarce, 

it is far from being improbable that there 
l^ave been breeds of men now no longer exifting 5 
but I grant that they all have been preferved, as truly 
jgis the whites, the blacks, the CafFres, to whom 
nature has given a membraneous apron hanging 
from their bell/ half down their thighs ; the 
Samoiedes, where one of the nipples of the wo^ 
men's breafts is of a fine ebony, &c. 
. Is there not a manifeft chafm between the monkey 
and man ? Is it not cafy to conceive a two-logged 
animal without feathers, endowed with underftand* 
ing, but without fpeech or our fhape, which -we 
plight tame and inftruft, fo jiat it fhould anfwcr 
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to our figns, and fcrve us to many purpofes ; an4 ' 
between this new fpecies and that of man, might 
pot others be contrived ? 

Farther, divine Plato, you quarter in the firmar 
ment a feries of coelcftialfubftances. As for us, we 
believe the exiftence of fome of thefe fubftances, 
being taught fo by our faith. But what grounds 
can you have for fuch a belief? It is to be fup- 
poTed, that you never converfed with Socratcs's 
genius ^ and the good man Heres, who kindly 
rofefrom the dead, purely to communicate to you 
the myfteries of the other world, did not fay a 
word to you about fuch fubftances. 

This fuppofed chain is jiot lefs imperfeft in the 
fcnfible univerfc. 

. "What gradation, pray, is t^here between thofe 
planets of yours ? The moon is forty 4:imes fmaller 
than our globe. In your, journey from the moon 
through the ether you meet with Ven.us, which.is 
nearly as big as the earth. Whence you come to 
Mercuiy turning in an ellipfis, Avhich is very differ- 
<!int from Venus* orbits •, he is twenty-fcv^n times 
imalkr than joxit planet,, and the fun is a million 
times larger. Mars is five times fmaller; the former 
performs ; his orbit in tavo years, Jupiter its neigh- 
bour in twelve, Saturn takes jup .thirty, and yet 
Saturn, the moft diftant of any, is not fo large a$ 
Jupiter. Amidft thefe difproportions wjaat become^ 
of the gradation ? . 

. And then, how can you think that, in fuch im^ 
menfe voids, there can be a chain whereby every 
thing is connefted ; if fuch a chain there be, it is 
certainly that difcovered by Newton, and by which 
all the globes of the planetary world gravitate 
tpwards each other, throughout thefe ipimenfe 
6)ace3. ^ 

C'i . • • 
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Oh! Plato, though fo much admired, your 
jvritings fwarm with fables and fiftions ; and the 
Cafllterides, where, in your time, men went quite 
naked, has produced a philofopher,who have taughfr 
the world truths as great and fublimc as your no- 
tions were erroneous and puerile. 

C HA R A C T E R 

COMES from a Greek word, fignifying Im- 
preflion and Graving -, it is what nature has 
engraven in us •, then can we efface it ? This is a 
weighty queftion. A mifhapcn nofe, cats eyes, or 
any deformity in the features, may be hidden with 
a mafque, and can I do more with the character 
whicfi : nature has given me ? A man naturally 
i pipe tubus and paffiohate comes before Francis L 
king of France; to complain of an outrage : the 
prince's afpeft, ' the refpeftful behaviour of the 
courtiers, tlife very place, make a powerful impref- 
fioh on him,' With eyes caft down, a foft voice, 
and every fign of humility, he prefents his pe- 
tition, fo that one wbu|d think he was naturally as 
mild and polite, as are (at leail at that time) the 
courtiers, among whom he is even out of counte- 
nance ; but if Francis L be a phyfiognomift, he 
will eafily difcover by the fuUcn fire in his eyes, 
by the ftraining of the mufcles in his face, 
arid the compreflion of his lips, that this man is not 
really fo mild as he is obliged to appear. The fame 
, man follows him to Pavia, is taken with him, and 
confined inthefameprifon at Madrid; herethie im- 
preflion made on him by Francis's afpeft and gran- 
deur ceafes j he grows familiar with the objedt of 
his refpeft. One day drawing on the king's boots,, 
and doing it wrong, ^hc king, foured by his mif- 
* ' * fortune. 
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fortune, takes pet -, on this niy gentleman, fhaking 
off all refpe<5t to his majeftyi throws the boots out 
of the window. 

Sixtus Quintus was naturally petulant, obftir 
nate, haughty, violent, revengeful, and arrogant ; 
this charafter, however,feems quite mollified ^mi'dft: 
the trials of his noviciate. But no fooner has he at- 
tained to fpqie confideration in his order, than he 
flies into apaflion againft his ippcrior, andfcverely 
belabours him with his fills, till he lays him fprawlT 
ing. On his being made inquifitor at Venice, his 
infolence became, intolerable. On his promotion 
to the purple, he was immediately feized with the 
RABBI A PAPALE, which fo far got the better of hi^ 
natural charafter, that he afteftcd obfcurity, mor- 
tification, humility, and a very weak ftate of health. 
At length he is chofen pope, and now the fpring 
recovers its whole clafticity, wliicl> had been fo long 
Vnder reftraint : never was a more haughty ana 
dcfpatic fovereign known. 

« Naturam expellas furca tarnen ipff redibit." 

Religion and morality lay a check on the force 
of the natural temper, but cannot extirpate it, A 
fot, when in a convent, reduced tp half a pint of 
cyder at each meal, will no longer be ftien drunk, 
but his love of wine will ever be the fame. 

Age weakens the natural charafter; it is a tree 
which produces only fome degenerate fruits, ftill 
are they of one and the fame nature. It grow^ 
knotty, and over-run with mofs» and worm-eaten : 
but amidft all this, it continues what it was, whe- 
ther oak or pear-tree. Could a man change his 
character, he would give himfelf one j he would be 
fuperior to nature. Can we give ourfelves any 
thing ? What have we that we have not received ? 
6 . Endear 
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Endeavour to rouze the indolent to a conftant ac- 
tivity, to freeze the impetuous into an apathy, to 
give a tafte for poetry and mufic to one who haa 
neither tafte or ears, you may as well go about 
walhing the Blackmoor white, or giving fight to 
one born blind. We only.improvei polifh, andcon-^ 
ceal, what nature has put into us v we have no- 
thing of our own putting. 

A country gentleman is' told, there are too m^ny 
fifli in that pond, they will never thrive ; your 
'meadows are crowded with fheep, they have not ^ 
grafs fufficient, they fall away to nothing. Some*' 
time after this advice, it fo falls out, that the pikes 
devour half the carps, and the wolves thin his 
meadows, fo that what fheep are left, fatten apsLCC^ 
Shall he pique himfelf on his management ? Welt 
this country gentleman is no: other than thyfelf : 
one of thy paflions has fwallowed up the reft, and 
thou boafteft of felf-cpnqueft. How very few 
among us, who may not be compared to that de^ 
crcpit general, ninety years old, who meeting 
fcmie young officers making a lictle free with girls, 
iaid to them, quite in a paffion, Fy, gentlemen^ 
what do youm^an ! do i kt you any fuch exam- 
ple? ^ 



CHINA. 

WE go to fetch earth from China, as if we 
had none ; ftuffs, as if we were without 
ftuft's •, a fmall herb to infufe into water, as if our 
climates did not afford any fimples. In return, 
which is a very commendable zeal, we are for con- 
verting the Chinefe ; but we fhould not offer to 
difpute their antiquity, and tell them that they are 

idolaters. 
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idolaters: for, indeed, what would be thougjil 
ofa capuchin who, after being kindly entertained 
at a feat of the Montmorenci's, (hould go abouc 
to perfuade them that they were but new made no^ 
bles, like fecrctaries of ftate, and accufe them of 
being idolaters, having obferved in this feat two 
or three of the conftable*s ftatues, which they 
highly value. 

The celebrated Wolff, mathematical profeffor in 
the univerfity of Halle, once made a judicious ora* 
tioti on the Chinefe philofophers •, he praifed this 
antient race of men,' though different from us in 
the beard, eyes,- nofc, ears, and reafoning •, he 
commended the Chinefe as adoring gne Supreme 
God, and cherifhiijg virtue, thus doing juftice to 
the emperors of China, to theKolaos, to the tribu- 
nals, to the literati : the juftice, which the bonzes 
defervc, is of a different kind. 

This Wolft'^ you muft know, drew to Halle k 
great refort of fcholars from all nations : there was 
in the fame univerfity a profeffor of divinity nam*- 
cd Engel, who had fcarce a fingle fcholar •, this 
man exafperated at ftarving with cold in his emp- 
ty auditory, . conceived a defign, and, to be fure 
very juftly, to ruin the profeffor of mathematics, 
and, as ufual with fuch men, he charged him with 
not believing in God. 

Some European writers, utter ftrangers to China, 
had affirmed, that all the men of any note or con- 
fideration at Pekin were atheifts i now Wolff had 
commended the Pekin philofophers ^ Wolff there- 
fore was an atheift ; envy and hatred never formed 
better fyllogifms. Yet this argument, with the help 
ofa cabal and a protcftor, appeared fo conclufive to 
the king of the country, that he fent the mathema- 
tician a dilemma in form, the import of which was, 
cither to leave Halle in twenty-four hours, or to 
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be hanged. As Wolff always restfonfed very jvrftly, 
he immediately left the city; but by his departure ^ 
the king loft two or three hundred thoufand crowns 
a year, which the great number of that philofo- 
pher's fcholars brought into the kingdom. 

Maythii be a document to fovereigns, not ai- 
rways to lend an ear to calumny, and facrifice a 
-gfeat man to the rancour of a blockhead. 
-- Let us-retum to China. 

What do we mean here, at the fartheft part: 
*^i the weft»' thiis virulently to difpute whether 
-Fohi, emperor of Ghinaj' was the fourteenth em- 
peror or not, arid whether Fohi lived three thou- 
fand, or two thoufand nine hundred years before 
our common asra ? i Ihould laugh at two IrifhmeA 
wrangling at Dublin about who, in the twelfth 
century, was; the owner of the eftate which I now 
hold -, is it not clear that they (hould be deter- 
tt>ined by me, as having the writings in my hands ? 
'The cafe, 1 think, is fimilar with regard to the firft 
emperors of China; the tribunals of the country are 
the beft judges. 

After all your important altercations about the 
fourteen princes who reigned before Fohi, the re- 
fult will be, that China was then very well peo- 
pled, and had laws and a political conftitution. 
Now, let me alk you, whether a nation living in 
towns, and having laws and fovereigns, does nqt 
imply a prodigious antiquity ? Confider the time 
that mufl have pafled, and the concurrence of cin- 
cumftances, before iron could be found out in the 
mines, and then fitted for agriculture; and like- 
wife before the invention of the fnuttle and all otKer 
trades. 

Sotpe who play the fool with their pens have 
contrived a whimfical fort of calculation ;* the Je- 
fuit Petau, in his iagacious compu cation j at the 

epocha 
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cpocha of only two hundred and eighty-five yeans 
after the deluge, gives the earth' a hundred times 
more inhabitants than can be fuppofed in it at pre-« 
fent. Cumbcfland and Whifton are no lefs ridi- 
culous in their calculations. Good tnen ! Had 
they only confulted the regifters of our American 
colonies, they Ivould have been aftoniftied. They 
tvould have feqn how very flowly the human fpe- 
cies multiplies, and very ftftei), fo far from in- 
creafing, diminiAies. 

Let us, therefore, we who are but of ycfterd^js 
defcendants from the Celts, who have but juft 
cleared our wild countries from . the forefts with 
which they were over-run ; lee us, I fay, leave the 
Chinefe and the Indians in the quiet er^yment of 
their fine climate and their antiquity ; efpecially 
let us forbear calling the emperor of China and 
the foubab of Decan idolaters : neither are, we to 
be infatuated with Chinefe merit. The conftitu- 
tion of their empire is, indeed, the beft in the 
whole world, the only one which is intirely mo- 
delled from paternal power (the mandarins, howe- 
ver, chaftife their children very feverely) the on* 
ly one where the governor of a province is punifh- 
cd, if, at the expiration of his office, the people do 
liot Ibew their approbation of his conduft by loud 
acclamations ; the only one which has inftituted 
prizes for virtue, whilft every where elfe the laws 
only punifti vice 5 the only one whofe laws have re- 
commended themfelves to its conquerors, whilft 
we arc ftill fwayed by the cuftoms of our conque- 
rors, the Burgundians, the Franks, and the Goths. 
But it muft be owned, that the commonalty -who 
are bonze-ridden, are no lefs knavifli than ours ; 
that foreigners are extremely impofed on, as 
amongft us ; that in fciences the Chinefe are two 
hundred years behind us j that, like us, they have 

a thou- 
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k thoufand ridiculous notions, that tbejr gif e credit 
to talifinans and judicial aftfology, which was tlfQ 
our cafe for a long time. 

It muft farther be owned, that they were amazed 
at our thermometer, at our way of freezing liquors 
by falt-petre,|and withTorricelli*s andOhtoGueric*s 
experiments, juft as we ourfelves were at our firft 
feeing thofe phyfical exhibitions: farther, their 
phyficians do not cure mortal diftempers any more 
than ours ; and the (lighter illneffes nature alone 
cures them, as here : notwithftanding all thfs, the 
Chinefe, four thoufand years ago, when we did not 
know our letters, were matters of all that is eflen- 
tially ufeful in that knowledge which we fo much 
value ourfelves on at prefent. 



CHRISTIANITY, 

HistoRxcAL DisQ^ui siTiOKs concemlng 
Christianity. 

IN vain have feveral of the learned exprefled their 
wonder, that in the hiftorian Jofephus (H) they 
meet with no trace of Jefus Chrift, the little paf- 

fage 



(H) That the pafTage concerning Chrift in Joftphus'shiftory 
is univerfally allowed to be interpolated, is not true; vevy learn- 
ed men have maintained the contrary. Beficfes, this is biit ^ 
negative argument, which can be of no manner of weigkt 
againft the pofitive and undoubted authorities of Pagan writ- 
ers, not one of whom is mentioned by our author. Nothing 
can be more difmgenuous. The ftar that appeared at Chrift*s 
birth, and the journey of the Chaldean wifemen, are mentioned 
by Chaicidius the Platonift, " Eft quoque alia fanftior & v&- 

G •* ^erabilior 
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fage relating to him in his hiftory being now ^^i* 
vcrfally given up as interpalatcd. Yet Jofcphus-s 

father 



** ncrabilior hiftoria, qu« perhibet ortu ftellac cujufaam non 
*• morbos mortcfque denunciatas, fed defceiifum Dei vena- 
** rabilis ad humanse confervationis, reriimque mortaliiim 
** gratiam : quam flellam, cum noiliuno tempore iafpexii^ 
** fent ChaldaMmm profedo fapientes viri, Sc conlideratione^ 
♦< rerum cseleftium fatis exeroitati, quaefilTe dicunm* fccentis' 
*' ortum Dei, repertaque ilia njajeftatr puerili yeaeratos eSe^ 
** & vota Deo taato convenientia nuncupafle. Iq Commert- 

« tario ad Timaeum." The (laughter of the innocents by 

Herod is related by Macrobius, who, at the fame tane, hzs^ 
given us a refleffion made on that occafion by the emperor 
Auguftus : " Cum audiilet inter pueros> quos in Syria Hero» 
*^ des Fex Judaeorum intra bimatum juflit int^rfici, ^lium quo* 
*' que ejus occifdm, ait^ ** Melius eft Herodis porcum efiie quant 

** filium." Lib. ii* cap. 4, Chrift*^ crucifixion under 

Pontius Pilate is related by Tackus : *♦ Tiberio iraperitante^ 
** perprocutatorem Pentium Pilatum fupplicio affeftus erat.'* 
Lib. XY. The earthquake and miraculous darknefs attend- 
ing it, are recorded by Phle^on, lib. xiii. Chronicorum five 
©Tympiadum. Tu ^'1t£*.t?c C. B. 'oap/xw-k*^ lytnro exXai^i^ 
viKUs fj(,iyW^ rZf iytufii(r[Asva;f m^on^f' xat n^ u^et tt,% ytfju^a^ tymrsf 

TU mocKx T^mcaeti xc^Tiri'i^t. — Befides, thefe very circitinftano^s- 
were mentioned in the public Rom^n records, to which the 
(parly writers of Chriftianity ufed to appeal, as of undoubted 
authority with their adverfaries. See Grotius de Ver. Rel. Chr, 
lib. ill. Dr* Clarke on the Evidences of Natural and Revealerf 
Religion, p. 357. And Mr. Addifon, in his little treatife o» 
the Chriftian Religion, fe6l. 2. 

The difhculties in the hiflory of the Evangellfts are fuch 
•ss may be eafily removed by confulting the annotations of 
learned expofitors, or even by a diligent meditation of the 
.Scriptures. If the obfcurity of a work were an argument 
againft its, authority, ther& v/oiild be an end of all hiftprica't 
credibility. We meet with ciiiHciiltics in Polybius, Livy, Plu- 
tarch, and yet wc doubt not of their veracity. 

But 
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j&ftheT muB: ihave ft*h ah cyfc-%itttiefs of Jefui*y 
iriirades. This hiftorian wai of the prieftly lineage, 
2thd Weiftg related fo ^Ueeh Mariamne, Herod*s 
wife, is mmutely particular on all that prince's 
profceedings, yet wholly Gient as to the life ahd 
death of Chrift. Though neither concealing nor 
palliating Herod*s cruelties, not a word does he 
!ky about his tirdering the childreh to be maffacred. 



fa 



Btit to come to Ih^ difRcnltiiin meqtiomd by our avtjior : i* 

The Zachariah meiitioned by St. Mattiiew, is ixioft probably 
concluded fo be the ifon of Jehoiada, whom the Jews ftoned 
to death in the vefy 'court of the temple, at the command of" 
joafh (Chron. iL 24*) And £is for the father's name not 
agrec^g,- Jehoiada might have two names, which was not 
an Utttomtnoii t1!uih|;^iund]^g the ^Wi. fi^&fides, even if we 
could not find fuchra Zachariah mtbe j^wiSi hiftory, is it 
a firoof that he never exifted ? Is it to be fuppofed the Scrip- 
ture^ has given us every tranfadtion of that nation, and that 
nothing has, been emitted by the facred hiftorian ? 

2. The difficulties about the gehealogy of Chrift hafve 
at ail times been made ufe of a» an Argument by the ad- 
veriaries oi our holy religion* St. Matthew and St. Luke 
halrfe* given us two: jjenealogics, .whi<^h differ in appear- 
^9!ce, but agree in the main. The J^ws were very exadl in 
their genealogies, and no doubt but the evangelifts took 
that of our Saviour from the public records. But it is fup- 
pofed by very learned writers, and with the greateft probabi- 
lity, that one of thefe genealogies is that of Mary, and the 
other that of Jofeph. St. Matthew made the genesllogy of 
Joleph, who was the laft maleofDavid*s race d^ended fi^m 
Solomofj ; and St. Luke that of the Virgin Maiy, by Nathan 
from David. There are other (pinions in regard to the io- 
lution of this difficulty ; but this is fufficient to Ihew that the 
two genealogies may be reconciled. To conclude, we may 
ftfely affirm, with the learned Dr. Clarke, that the evidence 
which God has afforded for the truth of our religion is abun- 
dantly fufijcient ; and that the caufe of men's infidelity iy 
not the want of better evidence, but the dominion of their 
paffions, which prevents them from hearkening to any 'reafon- - 
able convi<Jlion, 

G 2 on 
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on an information that a king of the Jews was jn^ 
born. According to the Greek calendar the num-^ 
ber of children put to death on that occafion. 
amounted to fourteenthoufand. 

Of all the cruelties ever committed by all the 
tyrants that ever livedo this was the moft horrible; 
a like inftance is notto be found in hiftory. 

Yet the beft writer the Jews ever had, the only; 
one of any account with the Romans and Greeks, 
makes no manner of mention of a tranfaftion fo 
very extraordiniu-y, and fo very dreadful. He fays 
not a word of thenewftar which had appeared irf' 
the eaft at the Saviour's nativity ; and a phoeno-' 
menon fo Angular could not efcapethe knowledge 
of fuch an accurate hiiforian as Jofephus : he is: 
Hkewife filent as to the darknefs, which, at noon- 
day, covered the whole earth for the fpace q£ three 
hours, whilft the Saviour was on the crofe ; the 
opening of the tombs at that awful time*, and the 
number of the juft, who rpfe from the dead* 

It is no lefs a matter of wonder to the learned, 
that thefe prodigies are not taken notice of by any 
Roman hiftorian,. though they happened in the 
reign of Tiberius, under the very eyes of a Romaic 
governor and" ^rrifon, who naturally would haye 
lent the emperor and fenate a circumftantial account 
of the moft miraculous event ever heard of. Rome 
itfelf muft for three hours have been involved in 
thick darknefsy and furely fuch a prodigy would 
have been noted in the annals of Rome, and thofe 
of all other nations- But God, I fuppofe, would 
not allow that fuch divine things Ihould be com- 
mitted to writing by prophane hands (I). 

The fame learned perfons likewife meet witii 
ibme difficulties in the evangelical hiftory. They 

(D Jofephus's filencc is very well accounted for by the bj- 
iiliop of Cloyne, in his Minute Philosophhr,p- 313. 

obferve^ 
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^Tcrve, that, in St. Matthew, JefusChrift fays to 
•the Scribes and^Pharifces, that upon them fliould 
•come all the innocent blood ftied on the. earth, 
ifrom the blood of righteous Abel tothatof Za- 
x:hariah.the fon of Barac, whom they flew between 
sthe temple and the altar. 

In all the hiftory of the Hebrews, fay they, we 
;meet with no fuch perjbn as Zachariah killed in 
the temple before the coming of the Mefliah, nor 
in his time ; but Jofephus, in his Jiiftoryof the 
fiege of Jerufalem, (chap. xix. book iv.) mentions 
a Zachariah theibn.of Barachiah, who was killed 
in the .middle of the temple, by the fadion of the 
2elotes. This has given rife to a fufpicion that St. 
Matthew- s gofpel was not written till after the tak- 
ing of Jerufalem by Titus. But if we confidcr the 
infinite difference there mull be between books di- 
yinely inlpired and fuch as are merely human, all 
thefe doubts, difficulties, and objeftions, immedi- 
ately vanifh. It was God's pleafure that his births 
Jife, and death, IhouW be (hroudedin a doudof re- 
fpedfeable darknefs. .His ways in all things are dif- 
ferent from ours. 

The learned are alfo at a great lofs to reconcile - 
the difference of the two genealogies of Chrift. In 
St. Matthew, Jofeph's father Is Jacob, Jacob's Mat- 
4ian, Matthan's Elcazar ; whereas St. Luke fays 
^at Jofeph was the fon of Hdi, Hcli of' Matthat, 
Matthatof Levi, Levi of Janna, &c.. They cannot 
areconcile the fifty-fix anceft^rs in Chrift's genealo- 
gy from Abraham, mentioned by Luke, to the 
two and forty different ancefl:ors in the genealogy 
from the fame Abraham, given by St. Matthew.; 
^nd they are fliocked that Matthew, mentioning 
forty-two generations, enumerates ho more than 
• j&rtj-one. > 

C 2 Thqy ; 
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. Tlicy likewife are at a ftand about Jc&s, nof bcr 
jbg the fon cf Jcofept but of Maiy . They fiarther 
have their doubta concerning the nuraqles of our 
Saviour^ aiKl quote St. Auftia, St. Hilary, an4 
others, who interpret the accojOint of thcfe miracleS) 
^n a myftic and allegorical fenfe : as the oirfing 
and wiihering the iig-tree fornpt bearing figs when 
it was not the timcof figs ; the fending the devils 
into the fwine in a country whepe thofe creatures 
were not allowed of i the turning the water irttp 
wine towards, the epd of an entert^mcnt, when 
the guefts were already heated with liqiion But 
all thefc cavils of the learned are put to filence by 
faith, whofe merit is. enhanced by thefe difficulties^ 
The fcope of this article is puriely to follow Jihe hit 
torical clue, ^nd giye a juft and precifeideaof 
thofe fads which nobody offers, to controvert. 

Firft, Jefus was born under the Mofaic law; in 
conformity to this law be was circjumcifed j he 
conformed to all its precepts ; he kept all itsfeafts^ 
and preached only morality ; he made no revela- 
tion of the myftery of his incarnation -, be never 
told the Jews that he was born of a Virgin -, he re^ 
ceived John*s benediftion, being baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, a ceremony to which great 
numbers of J^ws fubmitted •, he faid nothing about 
the fcvcn facraments, nor did he inftitute, in his 
^ife-time the ccclefiaftical hierarchy. He conceal- 
ed from his cotemporaries that he was the Son of 
God, generated from all eternity, confubftantial 
with God, and that the Holy Ghoft proceeded 
from the Father and the Son ; he did not inform 
them that his perfon was compofed of two natures 
and two wills : thefe great myfteries were, in af- 
^r-times to b^ declared to man by perfons illumi- 
nated with the light of the Holy Ghoft. During 
fii? whole life he did not in the leaft deviate froni 
§ thp 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DICTIONARY. 8y 

t|ic law of his forefathers. He (hewed himffclf to 
the world only as a ju(t man, acceptable to God^ 
perfecuted by enviqus do6l:ors« and condemned to 
die by prejudiced iftagiftrates. It was his plea- 
iqre that all the r^ fliould be done by the holy 
church which he.efitabliflied, 

Jofephui, in the izth chapter of .his hiftory^ 
mentions an awfte^ fedt of Jews then recently 
founded by one Judas Galileus, "They make 
.*' light," fays he/ ^ of all earthly evils. Such is 
^^ their refolutiort, that they brave tortures, and on 
^* an honourable motive, prefer death to life. They 
^' have chofe to be burnt, to be flain, and even 
:** their bones to be broken, rather than utter the 
^' le^ft word againft their legiflator^ or eat any for- 
^' bidden food." 

This charafter ieems to belong to the Judaites 
^nd not to the Effentes *, for Jofephus's words are, 
" Judas was the author of a new feft totally dif- 
^' ferent from the other three, i. e. the Sadducees, 
^' the Pharifees, and .the Eflcnes/' And further 
on, he fays ; ^ They are by nation Jews, they live 
-*' in a clofe union among themfelves, and hold 
^ all fenfuality vicious and finful." Now the natu- 
ral import of this phrafe Ihews the author to be 
jlpeaking of the Judaites. 

However it be, thefe Judaites were known be- 
fore Chrift's difciples began to make any confide- 
rable figure in the world. 

The Therapeutes were a fociety differing both 
from the Eflenians and the Judaites, and had fome 
affinity to the Indian Gymnofophifts and Bramins. 
^' They have," fays Philo, " impulfes of heavenly 
♦' love, by which they kindle into all the enthufi- 
*' d"iii of the Coribantes and the Bacchanalians, 
*' and are raifed to that ftate of contemplation af- 
5^* i^r which they afpire. This feft had its rife in 
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•* Alexandria, where the Jews were very numcr- 
*«• ous, and fpread exceedingly throughout Egypt/^ 

John the Baptift's difciplcs likewife fpread a lit- 
tle in Egypt, but efpecially in Syria and Arabia ; 
A(ia*minor alfo was not without them. The A6ts 
of the Apoftles, ch. xix. feys that St, Paul met with 
fcveral at t phefus ; and dking them, " Have you 
** received the Holy Ghoft ?" They anfwtred, 
•' We have not fo much as heard that there is a 
•* Holy Ghoft :" he faid to them, " What bap- 
" tifm, then, have you received ?** They anfwered 
him, ^* The baptilm of John." For fome little 
time after Jefus*s death, there were feveral differ- 
ent fedts and focieties among the Jews ; the Pha- 
rifees, the Sadducees, the Effenes, the Judaites, 
the Therapeutes, the difciples of John, and the di- 
fciples of Chrift, whofe little flock God led by 
paths unknown to human wifdom. 

Believers firft had the nameof Chriftians at An- 
tioch, about the fixtieth year of our common aera ; 
but, as we fhall lee in the fequel, they were known 
in the Roman empire by other appellations. Before 
that time theydiftinguiihed thcmfclves only by the 
name of Brothers, Saints, and Faithful. Thus 
God, who had come down on. earth to be a pat- 
tern of meeknefs and felf-denial, founded his 
•church on very weak, and apparently mean begin- 
nings, and kept it in the fame humble and mortifi- 
ed condition in which it pleafed him to be born, 
AH the firft believers were of low parentage, ob- 
fcure men, working with their own hands. The 
apoftle Paul intimates, that he fupported himfelf 
by making of tents. St. Peter raifcd to life Dorcas 
9 fempftrcfe, who ufed to make garments for the 
brethren j and the believers of Joppa ufed to hold 
{heir meetings ii» the howfe of one Simon a tanner, 

as 
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as may be feen in chap. ix. of the A&s of the 
Apoftles. ■ - ■ 

The faithful fecretly fpread themfelves in Gfefece, 
and Ibme went from- thence to Rome, mingling 
with the Jews, to whom the Romans allowed a 
fynagogue* At firft they continued with the Jews, 
and fo far prafkifed Circumcilion, that, as we have 
elfewhere obferved, the fifteen flrft bifliops of Je- 
rufalem were every one circumcifed. 
; The apofUe Paul, on taking with him Timothy, 
whofe father was a Gentile, circumcifcd him him- 
felf, at the littk town of Lyftra; but Titiis, his 
other difcipie, would not fubmit to that ceremony. 
The difciples of Jefus continued in unity with the 
Jews, till Paul bringing llrangers into the temple» 
the Jews raifed a periecution againft him, and 
charged him with an intent of lubverting the Mo- 
faic law by. the dodrine of Jefus Chrift. It was 
in order to clear himfdf from this accufation, that 
James propofed to Paul his having bis headlhaved, 
iand purifying himfelf in the temple, along with 
four Jews, who had made a vow to be fhaved r 
** Them take, and purify thyfelf with them," fays ' 
James to him (Afts ch. xxi.) " that all may know, 
** that all things whereof they were informed con- 
** cerning thee are nothing, and that thou keepeft 
^* thelawofMofcs." 

This did not ia the leaft abate the charge of im- 
piety and hcrefy againft Paul, and his trial was of 
, ibme continuance ; but the very articles for which 
fie was indifted evidently (hew, that he was come 
to Jerufalem to obferve the Jewifti rites* 

His own words to Titus (A6ls chap, xxv.) are, 
** Neither againft the law of the Jews, nor againft 
*•* the temple, have I offended any thing, at all." 

The apoftles promulgated Jefus Chr;fta^ a, Jew, 
^ Qbferv^r of the Jewifh law, and fent by God to 

inforcc 
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infbrce the obfcrvstiKC <jf it. •* CircumcHiQA veri- 
*' ly profitcth/' fays the apoftle Paul, (Rom. ii.) 
« if rfiou kccpcft the law 5 out if thou be a break- 
** cr of the law; thy circMtncifion is made ortcir- 
*' cumcilion. If the iHnqkcUmcifion keep the idg^- 
^^ teoufnefs of the law, ihaU not his uncircumcifioft 
*' be counted for circucocifion ? He is a jew 
<* who is one inwardly." 

When this apoftk fpcaks of Jefus Chrift in his 
cjf^ftles, he does not niake known the ineffable 
myftery of his confubftantiality with God. '' We 
** are," fays he, in the fifth chapter to' tht Romans, 
*• delivered by him from the wrath of God ; the 
^ gift of God is come to us through the grace im- 
** parted to one .only man, Ghrift Jefus ; Dcafh hsp 
^ reigned by the Cm of one man, and die juft fhaU 
*' reign in life by caie man, Jefus Chrift/* And 
in chap. viii. " We arc heirs of God, arid co-heirs 
*' with Chrift :" and. in chap. xvi. '* To God, who 
•* alone is wife, be honour and glory through Jefus 

** Chrift.'' « Ye «re Chrift's, and Chrift is 

« God's." Cor. i. 3. And i Cor. xr. 27. ** All 
«* things are fubjcft to him, God certainly except* 
*' ed who hath fubjefbed. all. things to him.'* 

Some difficulties have occurred in explaining 
the following paffage in the epiftle to the Philips 
plans : " Let nothing be done through vain glory ^ 
** but in lowlinefs of mind let each efteem other 
*« better than themfelves ; let this mind be in you 
** which was in Chrift Jefus, who, being in the 
'.' form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
« equal with God"(K). The fenfcof the paf- 



(K) This paiTage has been greatly ftralned by the Socinians, 
fro.n Tffh&jJi o^r author feems |to have borrowed his remark. 
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^ge feens^s very well kt forth ib a moft v^l\i|^ble 
moBUtncoc (^ antiquum, a letter frpin the churches 
pfViefliie and Lyon, written in the year 117 ^ part 
of it turns on the modefty, of feme <;rfth« fwthful ; 
** They would not," fiiyft the kttcr, ** take on 
*« themfelvea the awguft title of martyrs (foe a few 
^^ tribulajdons) imitating Jefus Chrift, who bear- 
^< ing thi£ Hkeneft or inoiagie of God,, did noethiok 
^^ the titfe of God'& equal belonged to him." Ori* 
gten, UJtewiiie) m his commentarf on John» fays^ 
^' Chriil'sgre^toe&has ^^ared more relploidcnt 
^^ in, his humiliaCfOQ, thaa if he had thought ic 00 
^^ robbery tobeGod's eq/ual." 4nd^ in reality,, the 
comrary explication is- a p^pable inconfiftency^ 
What can WmewPby '^ beJieve others you* bet* 
" tecs, imitate Jefos^ who thought it na robbery, 
^ no ufurpationi to makehimfisif God'sequ^,?*^ 



The original is, 'o< tv fJiop^n Gii iiri^xm i^ i^^<LyfjLQf 
iyia-Aio to ^/r<ti T^* 0«^ : which in our Engllfh Teftament 
IS almoft literally rendered thus : " Who being in the form 
*' of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God.'* 
Now we grant it would be difficult to find the example of 
modefly and humility meaiit by St^ Paul, and alluded to by 
the churches of Vienne and Lyon in the aboye lines alone; 
but we fhould take the whole paiTage together, and what fol* 
lows will demonllratc the-fenfe. : " but made himielf of no 
** reputation, and took upon* him the form of a f^rvant, 
•* humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto death." That 
is, though in his dii'ine form or nature, he thought it not 
robbery, or any ufiirpation, to bo equal with God ; yet con- 
defcended to take the form of a fenrant, that is, huii^n na- 
ture, and to leffen himfelf for the falvation of his people. U 
Aot this an unparallellpd example of humility and modefly ? 
and is not this the plain obvious fenfe of the above pafTage f 
And does not this fhew how eafy it is to wrefl the meaning of 
any text of Scripture, as the Arians and Socinians have done 
in the prefent cafe, in order to evade a very ftrong proof 
of Chrifl's divinity. 

' ■. ' ■ ■ Thi? 
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This would be a flat contradiftion, overthrowing 
what precedes ; it is giving an example of ambi- 
tion for a pattern of meeknefe; it is a trefpafs againft 
common-fenfe. 

Thus it was that the wifdom of the apoftles 
founded the infant church, and this wifdom was 
not difcompoled by the conteft between the apo- 
ftles Peter, James, and John, on one fide, and 
Paul on the other. It happened at Antioch : the 
apoftle Peter, alias Cephas, abas Simon Barjona, 
ufed to eat with the Gentile converts, overlooking 
the ceremonies of the law, and the diftindtions of 
aliments t he and Barnabas, together with othef 
difciples, made no manner of fcruple to eat pork, 
things ftrangled, or animals which divide the hoof, 
but do not chew the cud •, but a number of Jewilh 
Chriftians coming there, St. Peter affociated with 
t;hem» returning to his former abftinence from for- 
bidden meats, and the obfervance of the Mofaic 
ceremonies. 

This procedure has an air of difcretion ; he was 
iinwilling to give any offence to his Jewifh bre- 
thren ; but St. Paul declared againft him with 
fome harihnefs : '< I withftood him," fays he, '* to 
♦« his face, for he was to blame." Gal. ii. 

This quarrel appears the more extraordinary in 
St. Paul, who, as* having at firft been a perfecutor, 
fhouldhave (hewn more temper ; befides, he him- 
felf had gone into the temple at Jerufalem to fa- 
orifice, had circumcifed his difciple Timothy, and 
had performed thofe Jewifh rites for which he 
how upbraidsCephas, St. Jerom will have it that 
this bickering between Paul and Cephas was only 
a feint. In his firft Homily, tome iii. he fays, that 
they afted like two pleaders at the bar, who grow 
warm, and ufe keen language, only that their cli- 
ents may have the higher opinion of them ; that 

Peter 
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Peter Cephas being appointed to preach to the 
Jews^ and the Gentiles being Paul's department^ 
i^ey affeded a quarrel ; Paul to gain the Gentiles, 
and Peter to gain the Jews. But Sp. Auftin can 
by no means ^ relUh phis opinion. " I am fiwry," 
iays he, in his epiftle to Jerom, ^^ that fo great a 
** man fhould patronize, a falfxty, patronum 

*' MXNDACII." ^ 

Farther, if Peter was appointed apoftle to ^ 
Jews, and Paul to the Gentiles, it is very probable 
that Peter never came to kome. The A&a of the 
ApcAles m?Lkt no mention of Peter's journey into 
Italy. . . 

However that be, about the year 60 of our aera,' 
theChriftians began to feparate themfclves fronv 
the Jewilh communion ; and this was what drew 
on them fuch cenfures, inve&ives, and perfecuti^ 
ons from the fynagogues of Rome, Greece, Egypt, 
and Afia. Their Jewifli brethren not only charged 
them with impiety and atheifm, but formally excom- 
municated them three times in their fynagogues; 
even on the fabbath-day : flill God upheld, them 
amidft all their trials and fufferings. 

Several churches were gradually formed, and 
before the end of the jirft century, the feparationt 
between the Jews and Chriftians became total : 
but the Roman government kn(;w nothing of thia 
fchifm ; neither the fenate nor the emperors oS 
Rome concerning themfelves about the wrangHnga 
of a little party, which, till then, God had conduft^ 
ed in obfcurity, and was raifing by infcnfiblc dc-i 
grees. 

Let us take a view of the ftate of the Tcligioa 
of the Roman empire at that time. Myfteries and 
expiations were in vogue almoft all over .the earth. 
Though the emperors, the grande^i and phildfo- 
phcrs, jfecr^tly made a jeft of thofe myfteries, ftill 

ic 
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it behoved them outwardly to con^rm to tke p^\ib- 

Ucworihip, left they (houid iriiute tht people^ 
vho, in religious afi^s, give kw tx>their bette)rs ; 
or rather thefe, to chain them the fafter, appear 
to wear the fame chains. Ciceito hinMfelf wte 
initiated into the Eleufinianinyftcrks. The prin- 
cipal tenet fet forth in thefe myfterie^ and Q)Ien« 
did feftivals was the knowledge of on6 OAly G^ ; 
and it muft be owned that P^nifm ha^ nothing 
more pious, and, in every refpeft, more admira-. 
ble, than the prayers and hymns ufed in thofc myf- 
tcrieS) and of which fragments ai^ ftill remain* 
ing. 

The Chriftians Kkewife, WorAippkig Wily one* 
God> paved the way to th^it- fioccfete in converting 
Gentiks. Even fame phildfe^ns of Plato's fett 
became Chriftians : hence it isy that the fathers of 
the church, for the three fifft cehturi^, were all 
Platonics* 

The inconfidemte zeal df fome did not afFe£t 
the fundamental /truths. ' St. Juftift, one of the 
jBrft fathers, is cenfu*-ed for faying, in his Commen-^ 
tary on Ifaiah, that the faints Ihouki reign a thou- 
iand years on the earth, in full enjoyment of all 
fenfuat delights i he ha& btnn bl&med for a pofition 
in his Apdogy for Chriftiamty^ that God, after 
making the earth, left the care 4>f it to angek^ 
&attbefe fell intove with the womeh, and that the 
ifibe of this pafTion are the devils. La^tantius and 
other fathefs have been condemned for inventing 
SybillLne oracles 5 be affirmed that the Sybilla 
Erythrea made four Greek verfes, of which the 
literal interpretation is, ^ 

•* With five loaves and two fifties 

He ihall feed five thoufand men in the defert. 

Arid 
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And gathering up the remans. 
With them fliail fill twelve bafkets." 

It has likewife been made a crime to the firft 
ehriftians, that they were for palming on. the 
wxHdd fome acroftics, a$ w»tten by an old Sybil, 
ail beginning with the initial letters of the name of 
Jefus Chriftj each in its order. 
. But, notwithftanding thi$ zeal of fome Chriftians,' 
which was not according to knowledge, the church, 
under adivrinefuperintendency, was daily increaf* 
ing. At firft the Chii|lian« ufcd to celebrate their 
myfteries in loneiy houfes and taverns, and in the 
night time^ from which pnidice, according to Mi- 
nutius Felix, they got die appellation of Lucifu- 
gaces V Phib calls them : Geflcans 5 but, during 
the four firft centuries^ they were moft commonly 
known to the Gentiles by the name of Galileans 
and Nazarenes •, that of Chriftians has, however, 
obtained beyond any other* 

Neither the hierarchy, nor the rites and ufages,' 
wcr£ eftabUihed all at once ; the apoftolic times' 
were different from the fucceeding. St. Paul, in* 
his firft epiftlc to the Corinthians, dire(5ls them, 
that, in a public afiembly of the brethren, whe- 
ther circumcifed or uncircumcifcd, when feveral 
prophets were for Ipeaking, only two or three 
ihould fpeak ; and in the mean time, if any one 
had a revelation, the prophet who had begun to 
fpeak. was to t^ filent. 
- It is owing to this cuftom of the primitive 
church that to this day, fome Chriftian feds hold 
their aflfemblles without any hierarchy. Every 
one was then allowed to fpeak in the church, wo- 
0ien excepted ; what we call the facred mafs, 
and celebrate in the morning, was the Lord's 
Supper, originally adminiftered in the evening ; 

thefe 
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thefe ufages altered as the church gathered ftrengtfi^* 
A more extended fbciety required moro regUla^ 
tions, and the prudent paftors conformed to times 
and places. 

According to St. Jerom and Eufebius, when the 
churches had received a form, they gradually came 
Xo confift qf five different clalfes. The fuperin- 
tendents, epifcopi, whence are derived the bifhopS) 
the elders of the Ibciety, prefbyteroi, the priefts,. 
minifters/or deacons*, the Piftoi, believers, or 
initiated, that is, the baptized, who were admitted 
to the Agapaes, or feafts of charity ; and the Cater. 
chumens and Energumenes, who were candidates for 
baptifm. None of thefe. five orders were diftinguifh-. 
cd by any particular veftui^ or garb, nor was any o£ 
them bound to celibacy ; witnefs Tertullian*s dedi-. 
eating a book to his wife ; witneis the example, of 
the apoities. No painting or fculpture was feen ia 
their affemblies during the firft three centuries*. 
The Chriftians ufed carefully to conceal their books 
from; the Pagans, aiid trufted none with them ex- 
cept the initiated ; the catechumens were not per. 
mitted to fay the Lord's Prayer. 

But what moil difttnguifiied the Chriftians, and 
continued down to our times, was the power 
of driving out devils with the fign of the crofs- 
Origen, in his treatife againft Qelfus, owns, 
^umb. 133, that Antinous, who had been deified 
by the emperor Adrian, wrought miracles in Egypt, 
by charms and preftiges •, but the dcviis, lays he^ 
quic the body of the poffefled, on. the bare pronun- 
ciation of the name of Jefus, 
. TcrtuUian goes ftill farther, and from the re- 
mote part of' Africa where he was, fays, in chap, 
33. of his Apotogeticon, " If yonr gods do not, in 
*' the prefence of a true Chriftian, own thcnifelvcs 
" to be devils, we freely confent that you put* 
" . ^* that 
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« that Chriftian to death. Can there be a more 
*' evident demonftration ?" 

Jefus Chrift, indeed, ient his apoftles to drive 
out devils. The Jews, likewife, in his time, had, 
this power 5 for, when Jefus had relieved fome de- 
moniacs, and fent the devils into the body of 
a herd- of fwine, and performed many other fuch 
cures, the Pharifees faid. It is by the power of Bel- 
zebub he drives out devils : but Jefus anfwers, 
" If I drive therp out by Belzebub, by whom do 
" your fons drive them out ?'* That the Jews 
boafted of fuch a power is indifputable ; they had 
cxorcifts and exorcifms. On thefe occafions they 
called on the name of the iGod of Jacob and .of 
Abraham, and confecrated herbs were put up the 
demoniac's nofe ( Jofephus gives fome account of 
thefe cerjcmonies). This power over the devils 
was taken away from the Jevirs, and transferred to 
the Chriftians, who> for fome timepaft, feem like* 
wife to have loft it. 

This exorcifing power comprehended that of 
preventing or defeating magical operations ; for 
magic was ever in repute among all nations. 
All the fathers of the church bear witnefs to it. St. 
Juftin owns^ in his Apologetic, book iii. that the 
fouls of the deccafed are often evoked, and frorii 
thence draws an argument in favour of the fouPs 
im;portality» Laftantius, book vii. of his Divine 
Inftittition, fays, " Should any one dare to deny 
** the exiftence of fouls after death, the magician 
*' will foon convince him by making it appear.'* 
Ireneus,' Clement Alexandrinus, Tertullian, St. 
Cyprian, all affirm the like. At prefent, indeed, 
it is otherwife, and we hear no more of magici- 
ans or demoniacs \ yet fuch there wiU be^ when it 
ifo pleafes God. 

H When 
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When the congrcgationsofChriftianswePe become 
confiderable, and feveral prefumed to infult the Ro-' 
man worfhip, the civil power exerted itfclf againft 
them, and the commonalty, efpecially, were fnoA 
violent in pcrfecuting this new religion. The Jews, 
who confined themfelves to their fynagogues, fo 
far from being perfccuted, had particular privi- 
leges, and were allowed the exercife of their reli- 
gion at Rome, as they are at prefent ; all the dif- 
ferent worfliips in the feveral parts of the empire 
were tolerated, though the fenatt did not adopt 
them : but the Chriftians making f)D feeret of their 
dcteftation of all thofe worihips, and efpecially thac 
of the empire, yrerc feveral times c3^ofed to crue) 
trials. 

One of the firft and moft celebrated martyrs w^ 
Ignatius bilhop of Antioch 5 he was condemned 
by the emperor Trajan himfclf, then in Afia, and, 
by his order, fent to Rome to be expofed to beafts, 
at a time when other Chriftians were under no 
open moleftation in that city. His accufation is 
not known; but that' emperor being otherwifft 
famous for clemency, St. Ignatius's enemies, muft 
have been very violent in their profecution* 
The hiftory of his martyrdom relates that the name 
of Jefus Chrift was found engraven on his heart in 
golden charaAeris ; and thence it is, that the Chri- 
ftians, in fome places, took the name of the Theo- 
phori, which Ignatius had given to himfeif, * . 

We have ftrS a letter of his, in which he intreats 
the biftxops and Chriftians not to oppofe his mar- 
tyrdom -, whether that, even then, the Chriftians 
were ftrohg enough to attempt a refcuc, or that 
Jome of them might have intereft to dbtain his par- 
don. Another very i^emarkable circumftanpe is, 
that the Chriftians of Rome were allowed to go 
and meet him, when he was brought thither 5 

which. 
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vhich evidently proves, that the man and not the 
fedt was punifhed. 

The pcrfccutions were (b far from being continu- 
ed, that Origen, in his third book againft Celfus, fays, 
" It is eafy to compute what number of Chriftians 
" have died for their religion; few, and only fron^ 
" time to time, and by intervals, having died on 
** that account.*' 

So careful lyks God of his church, that, in (pitc 
of all its enemies, five councils were held in the 
i5rft century, fixteen in the fecond, and thirty ia 
the third ; all tolerated : though fometimes they 
were forbidden, the magiftrates, in their mif- 
taken timidity, fearing that they might produce 
difturbances. Few of the reports of the procon^ 
fuls and .prastors who pronounced fentence on the 
Chriftians are now remaining, and thofe are the 
only vouchers for afcertaining the accufations 
};>rought againft them, and their punifhments. 

Vfe have a fragment of Dionyfius of Alexan- 
dria, containing an extraft of a pro-cpnful of Egypt, 
under the emperor Valerian, which is as follows : 
'^ Dionyiius, Fauftus, Maximus, and Cheremon, 
" being brought into court, the prcfedt Emilian 
" thus addreflfed them : From my difcourfc with 
** you, and from the many particulars I wrote to 
^' you, you muft have been fenfible that our 
*' princes have Ihewn you great lenity and induU 
** gence ; I again repeat it to you, they refer your 
**• life and fafety to yourfelves, sifli put your fate 
♦* into your own b^nds : they require of you only 
" one thing," and that no more $nan what reafon 
^< requires, which is to worfhip the patron gods 
*' of their xmpire, and to forfakt that other wor- 
^f Ihip, which is fo cpmrary to nature and good 
?i!foDfc. 

H 2 tt Dionyfiui 
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" Dionyfius anfwered : Every one has not the 
*^ fame gods, and every one worlhips thofe whom 
" he believes to be really fuch. 

" The prefe6t Emilian replied ; I fee you are a 
" fet of ungrateful people, obftinately flighting 
" the kindnefs which the ehiperors would fliew 
^* you. Aflure youffelves, no longer (hall you flay 
" here -, I will order you away to Cephro, in the 
'^ farther part of Lybia -, that, by the emperor's 
" command, is to be the place of your banifli- 
** merit : farther, do not imagine you fhall be al- 
" lowed there to hold ydul- meetihgs, or to go to 
" pray in thofe places, which ydu call Cemeteries j 
*' any fuch thing is abfolutely forbidden you, and 
y what I will not allow/' 

[ Nothing bears more evident rharks of truth thari 
this trial, and it fhews that thefe meetings were 
occafionally prohibited ; as with us, the Calvinifti 
are not allowed to hold any meeting whatever ih 
Xanguedoc ; and minifters and preachers have 
been hanged, and even broke upon the wheel, for. 
their difobedience. Likewife in England and Iref- 
^ land, the Roman Catholics lie under the fame pro- 
hibition, and, on fortie occafions, the delinquents 
have been condemned to die. 
;■ Amidft all the feverity of the Roman laws, God 
infpired feveral emperors with indulgence towards 
^the Chriftians. Dioclefian himfelf, whom ignorant 
people reckonaperfccutor, and the firftyearof who(e 
.reign is ftill the epocha of martyrdoms, for above 
eighteen years openly countenanced Chriftianity, 
;and the moft important pofts about his perfon 
'were filled by Chriftians. He even allowed* a 
'ftately chutch to be built oppofite his palace at Ni- 
''comedia, where he frequently refided; and, to 
^ crown all, he married a Chriftian lady. 

Galerius 
> 
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Galerius Caefar, from fome unhappy prejudices, 
ggainft the CJififtians, by whom he imagined 
himfelf ill ufecj, induced Dioclefian to demolifli 
the gathedral at Nicomedia. A Chriffcian of 
more zeal than wifdqm tore to pieces the empe-? 
ror*s edidt, aqd this gave rife to that fo famous 
perfecution, in which, throughout the whole exr 
tent of the Roipan empire^ above two hundred 
perfon$ were fei}tenced to dje, exclufive of thofe 
whom the populace, ever fanatic and inhuman, 
might mafTacre, Ayithoqi: any form of law. 

So great was the number of martyrs at difterent; 
times, that much ^ircumfpe&ion is requifite, to 
avoid weakening the jruth of the hiftory of the 
real confeflbrs of our holy religion, by a4angerous 
mixture of febles and fajfe martyrs. 

The Benediftine Don Ruinart, ptherwife a per- 
fon of learning equal to his ^eal, Ihould have cho- 
fen his authentic ads with more difcretion. A 
manufcript for being taken, from the abbey of 
St. Benedict on the liOire, or from a convent of 
Ca?leftines at Paris, and its agreement wifh a.tpa- 
nufcript of the Feuillans, is not the more authentic; 
its antiquity muft be evident, it muft have been 
written by perfons living at the time of the even t» 
and farther muft bear all the marks of truth and 
genuinenefs. 

He might very well have omitted the ftory of 
Romanus, which happened in 303. T^isybupg 
man, itfeems, had obtained Dioclefian*s pardon ^ 
Antioch ; yet, as he fays,^ the judge Alclepiades 
condejnned him to be burnt. The Jews, who had 
flocked to the execution, mocked young St. Roma- 
nus, and floutingly aflced the Chriftians how their 
God, who had delivered Shadrach, Mefhach, and 
Abednego, fhould fuffer them to be burnt ; oh 
this, though the day vyas remarkably fine, fuch a 
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tempcft arofe as immediately quenched the firer 
tiien the judge ordered young Rom^nus*s tongue 
to be cut out; and the emperor's firfl: phyfici- 
an being prefent, officioufly performed the opera- 
tion, cutting his tongue off at the root. The 
young man, who before ftammered, now fpoke 
very fluently. The emperor was very much fur- 
prized at any one's fpeaking fo well without a 
tongue -, and the phyfician, to repeat the experi- 
ment, ciit out the tongue of a man who happened 
to be pafling by, but he died immediately after the 
operiation. 

Eufebius, from whom the credulous Ruinart hai 
taken this tale, fhould have had fo much refpeft 
for the real miracles performed in the Old and New 
Teftament, which no body will ever call in quefti- 
on, as not to foift among them fuch fufpicious fto- 
ries, which may give oflfence to the weak. 

This laft perfecution did not fpread throughout 
the whole empire, England had at that time fome 
glimmerinKS of Chriftianity, which, however, foon ' 
were fmothered, but appeared again under the 
Saxon kings. The fouthern parts of Gaul and 
Spain fwartned with Chriftians. Csefar Conftan^ 
tius Chlorus fhewcd them very great favour in all 
thofe provinces. He had a concubine who was 
a Chriftian, and this no lefs a perfon than Conftan* 
tine's mother, or St. Helena^ for they were never 
openly married; aiid he even difmifTed her in 
the year 292, on his marrying the daughter of 
Maximian Hercules ; but fhe retained her afcen-» 
dency, and made ufe of it to infpire him with a 
ftrong afFeftion forour holy religion. 

Divincftovidence, by means apparently human, 

now brought about the eftablifbment and fuperio^ 

rity of this church. Conftantius Chlorus dying at 

York in 306, and his children by the daughter of a 

5 Csefar 
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Caefar not bein^ of age to claim the empire, Con- 
ftantine boldly got himfelf chofen at York by a 
body of folcjiers, moftly Germans-, Gauls, and Bri- 
tons. It was not likely that fuch an elcdtion, made 
without the confent or the city of Rome, the fenatc, 
and the army could fubfift ; but God gave him a 
Ciompletc viftory over Maxentius, who had been 
chofen at Hqh^^^ and at lengthy rid him of all his 
colleagues. It muft be owned that, at firft, he 
rendered himfelf iittcrly unworthy of the Divine 
favour, murcjefipg his wife, his fon, and all his 
near relation?. 

What ^ozimus relates on this head may be 
queftioned : he fays, that Conftantine, tortured with 
remorfe, aftej fq many crimes, enquired of the 
pontiffs of the empire, if they had any expiations 
for him ; and their anfwer was, that they knew of 
none. Indeed there h^d been apne for fjero, for 
inGreecfi he did not prefume to affxft at the facred 
myfteries. Yet the Taurobpli were then in ufe, 
arid it is not eafy to believe, that ^ defpotic em- 
peror fhould not have foynd one prieft to grant 
him expiatory facrifices. Perhaps, ijf is ftiH Icfs 
to be believed, that Conftantine, being taken up 
with war, aduated by anibirion, ^d furrounded 
with flatterers, coujd be at leifure for remorfcs. 
Zozimus adds, that ^n Egyytian prjieft, who came 
from Spain, having gained admittance to him, af- 
fured him of an expiatiqn of all his crimes in the 
Chriftian religiqUu Ofius^ bifhqp qf Corduba, is 
fulpeded to have been this pricft. 

However that be, Conftantine oppnly com-r 
^lunicated with the Chriftians, though he ne- 
ver was above a catechumen, deferring his bap^ 
tifm to the hour of death. He built the city 
of Conftantinoplc, which became the center of 
the empire, and of the Chriftian religion. Now 
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the church begins to affume an auguft appea^-^ 
ance. 

It is to be obferved, that from the year 314., 
before Conftantine refided in his new city, the 
Chriftians'fmartly revenged themfelves on their 
perfecutors. They threw Maximian*s wife into 
the Orontes, they murdered all his relations in 
Egypt andPaleftine, they maflacred all the magif- 
trates who had diftinguifhed themfelves by their 
zeal againft Chriftianity. Dioclefian's widow and 
daughter, who had concealed themfelves at Thefla- 
Ipnica, were difcovered, and their bodies thrown 
into the fea. It were to be wiihed that the Ghri- 
ftians had not given way fo much to the fpirit of 
revenge j but God, in his vindictive juftice, was 
pleafed that the hands of the Chriftians, as foon as 
they were at liberty to adt, fliould be dyed with the 
blood of their unpft perfecutors. 

Conftantine convened at Nicea, oppofite to 
Conftantinople, the firft oecumenical council ; 
and in which Ofius prefided. There was deter- 
mined the great queftion, which difturbed the 
church concerning Chrift'5 divinity : one fide avail- 
ing themfelves of the opinion of Origen, who, in 
chap. 6. againft Celfus, fays, " We offer up our 
" prayers to God, through Jefus, who holds the 
*' middle place between created natures and the 
" uncreated nature, who brings to us his Father's 
." grace, and prefentsour prayers to the great God 
" as our high prieft," They alfo pleaded feve- 
ral pafTages of St. Paul, fome of which have 
been mentioned ; but their capital foundation was 
thefe words of Jefus Chrift himfelf : *' My Father 
" is. greater than Ij'* and they held Jefus, as the 
firft-born of Creation, as the moft pure emanation: 
from the Supreme, effence, but not precifely as . 
God. 

The 
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The other fide, who were the orthodax, prq- 
duced paffages more fuitable to the eternal deity of 
Jefus, as this : " My Father and I are the fame 
^' thing ;" words which the advcrfaries make tp 
mean no more than " My Father and I have the 
*' fame defign, the fame will ; 1 have no other de- 
' ** fires than thofe of my Father.*' Alexander bi- 
fliop of Alexandria, and after him Athanafius, 
headed the orthodox : in the oppofite party were 
Eufebius bifliop of Nicomedia, ' feventecn other 
bifliops, the prieft Arius, and many other priefts. 
The quarrel immediately w^s inflamed, St. Alexan- 
der having called his adverfaries Antichrifts. 

At length, after much difputing and wrang- 
ling, the Holy Ghoft, by the mouths of two hunr 
<ired and ninety-nine bifhops againfl: eighteen, 
gave the following decifion ; " Jcfus is the 
*' only Son of God, begotten of the father, 
** i. e. of the fubftance of the Father, God of God, 
*' Light of Light, very God of very God, of one 
^* fubftance with the Father; welikewife believe ia 
* ' the Holy Ghoft, &c." Such was the form of words 
in that council, and this inftancefliews the great fu^ 
periority of the biftiops above mere priefts •, for, ac- * 
cording to two patriarchs of Alexandria, wlio have 
Written the Chronicle of Alexandria in Arabic, two 
thoufand perforis of the fecond order fided with 
Arius. He was exiled by Conftantine, but foon 
after the like punilhment fell on Athanafius, aqd 
Arius was recalled to Conftantinople : with fuch 
'fervour, h|^yever,didSt.Macarius pfay to God that 
he would deprive Arius of life before he came into 
the cathedral, that God heard his prayer, and Arius 
died in 330, in his way to the church. The em- 
peror Conftantine departed this life in 337, deli- 
vering his will into the hands of an Arian prieft, 
pnd expiring in the arras of the chief of the Arians^ 

Eufebius 
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Eufcbius bifhop of Nicx)media : he was not bap^ 
tized dU on his death-bed ; but he left the church 
triumphant though dnridcd. 

The Athanafiani and Eufebians made war on 
each other with the moft implacable animofity ; and 
what is now called Arianifm was, for a long timCi, 
the eftablifhed doftrine in all the provinces of the 
empire. 

Julian the Philofbpher, nicknamed the Apoftate* 
was for accommodating thefe divifions, but failed 
in his good endeavours* 

The fecond general council was held ih 381 at 
Conftantinople. . In it was explained what the 
council of Nice had not thought fit to fay, con- 
cerning the Holy Ghoft, adding to the Nicean 
form, *^That the Holy Spirit is the vivifying 
♦* Lord, proceeding from the Father, and that 
♦♦ he is worlhipped and glorified with the Father 
•' and the Son/* 

It was not till towards the ninth century, that the 
Latin Church gradually eiia<5ted, " That the Holy 
•* Ghoft proceeds from the Father and the Son/* 

In 1431 the third gentral council, held at Ephe- 
fus, determined that Mary was really the mother 
of God, and that Jefus had two natures and one 
perfon. Neftorius, bifliop of Conftantinople, foi^ 
moving that the Blefled Virgin Ihould be called the 
mother of Chrift, was declared by the council a fe- 
cond Judas ; and the two natures were farther con^ 
firmed by the council of Chalcedonia. 

I fhall (lightly pafs over the following ages as. 
pretty well known. Unfortunately every one of 
thefe difputes occafioned wars, and the church was, 
obliged to be continually in arms. God farther per- 
mitted, to exercife the patience of the faithful, that 
in the ninth century the Greeks and Latins fhould 
come to ar> irrcconcileable rupture j he farther per- 
mitted 
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tnitted that the Weft fliould be diftrafted with 
twenty-nine bloody fchifms for the fee of Ronie« 

In the mean time, almoft the Whole Grecian 
church, and the whole of the African church, 
were enflavcd by the Arabs, and afterwards fell 
under the Turks, who credcd Mahomedifm on 
the ruins of Chriftianity. The Roman church fub- 
lifted, but always defiled with blood, in the courfe 
of above fix hundred years of difcord between the 
Weftern empire and the priefthood : but thefe 
very quarrels encreafed her power ; for the Ger- 
tnan bifhops and abbots made themfelves princes, 
wd the popes, by degrees, acquired an abiblutc . 
dominion in Rome, and a country of a hundred 
leagues in extent. Thus God tried his church by 
humiliations, difturbances, and by profperity and 
magnificence. 

This Latin church, in the lixteenth century, loft 
half Germany, Denmark, Sweden, England, Scot- 
land, I];eland, Switzerland, and Holland. It has» 
indeed, by the Spanifti cenqucfts, gained more 
ground in America than it has loft in Europe; but 
if its territories arc enlarged, its fubjefts are much 
dccreafed* 

Divine Providence' fcemcd to defign that Ja- 
pan, Siam, India, and China, fhould be brought 
to acknowledge the popc*s fupremacy, as an equi- 
valent for the lofs ot Afia-minor, Syria, Greece, 
Egypt, Africa, Ruflia, and the countries above- 
mentioned. St. Francis Xavier, a Jefiiit, who 
carried the holy golpcl to the Eaft Indies and 
Japan, when the Portuguefe went thither for coft- 
Jy merchandize, performed miracles in plenty, all 
attefted by his reverend brethren : fome fay 
that he raifed nine perfons from the dead; 
but father Ribadeneira, in his Flower of Saints, 
reduces the number to four, and that's fuU 

enough. 
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enough. Providence fo eminently profpcred this 
enterprize, that, in lefs than, an hundred years, 
there were thoufands of Roman Catholics with- 
in the Japanefe iflands. But the devil was not 
wanting to low his tares among the good feed. 
The Chriftians formed a deftrudtive plot, which 
being followed by a cruel war, they were all ex- 
terminated in the year 1638. Hereupon the na-r 
tives denied all ftrangers admittance into their har- 
bours, except the Dutch, accounting them to be 
mere merchants, jnd not Chriftians : they were 
obliged to tread on the crofs before they were 
allowed to difpoft of their goods ; and this* was 
done in a prifon where they were confined immer 
diately on their arrival atNangazaki. 

The Roman Catholic and Apoftolic religion was 
not profcribed in China till of late, and with lefs 
cruelty. The Jefuits, indeed, had not difplaycd 
their fupernatural power at the court of Pekin, by 
r'aifing the dead to life; they had humbly limited 
themlelves to the teaching of aftronomy, the cafting 
of cannon, and being mandarins. Their unhappy difr 
putes with fome Dominicans' and others gave fuch 
ofFenee to the great emperor Yontchin, thitf this 
prince, though all equity and goodnefs, was fo 
blind as to put a flop to the teaching of our holy 
religion, becaufc our miflionaries did not agree 
among themfelyes. He ordered them to depart the 
empire, but it was with all the tendernefs of a fa- 
ther, fupplying them with carriages and. every con- 
veniency as far as the confines of his dominions. 

All Afia, all Africa, half of Europe, the Dutch 
and Englifli pofleffions in America, with the fe- 
veral unconquered parts of that vaft continent, 
all the auftral countries, which make a . fifth part 
of the globe, are left as a prey to the devil, in ve- 
rification of that holy faying, " Many are calkd 

^ but 
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*** but few are rchofen.'* If^ as fome learned per- 
fons fay^ the number of all the inhabitants of the 
feveralpartsof the globe is about fixteen hundred 
millions, the holy catholic univerfal Roman church 
has^ within its pale near fixty milliops, which 
amounts to mprc than the twenty-fixth part of the 
inhabitants OFthe known world. 



C I R C U M G I S 1 D N. 

HERODOTUS, ih relating what he had heard 
from the Barbarians, among whom he travelled, 
mention^ fome fooleries, and nioft of bur modern 
travellers do the like : he^ indeed, does not require 
his readers to believe him^ thrhen he is givhig an 
Account of Gyges and Candaule; of Arion's being 
faved by a dolphin -, of the confultation of the 
oracle, to know what Croefus was doing, with its 
anfwer that he was then boiling a tortoife in a co- 
vered pot; of Darius's horfe neighing firft, which 
gave his matter the empire; and of a hundred 
other fables, which children are highly delighted 
^with, and rhetoricians infert in their coUeftions : 
but whea.heJp.eaks of what he has feen, of cuftoms 
which he has inquired into, of antiquities which 
he has examined, he then fpeaks to men. 

*^. The inhabitants of Colchis," fays he, in the 
book Euterpe, " appear to come originally from 
^' Egypt., This opinion I hold more from my 
>* own' obfervation than from any hear- fay ; for 
*« I found that in Colchis the antient Egyptians 
*« were remembered much more than the antient 
'^' cuftoms of Colchis in Egypt. 
', " Thbfe people who dwell along the Pontu? 
*^ Euxinus fiid they were a colony fettled there \i>Y 
•' Sclbftris ; this I conjectured of myfelf, not only 
• . ' " jfrom 
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'* from their fwarthy complexion and frizzled hair^ 
^^ but becaufe the people of Colchis, Egypt, and 
•* Ethiopia are the only people on earth who have 
^^ pra&ifed circumcifton from time immemorial : 
<^ for the Phoenicians and the inhabitants of Pa^ 
^' ieftine own that they adopted circumcifion front 
•* the Egyptians. The Syrians, now fcated on 
** the banks of the Thermodon and Pathenia, to- 
** gethcr with the Macrons their neighbours, ac- 
** knowlege, that it is not long fince they con- 
" formed to this Egyptian cuftom. It is chiefly 
•* by this that they are perceived to be of Egyptian 
«* original. 

*^ As to Ethiopia and Egypt, this ceremony be« 
<^ ing of a very antient date among both nations, 
•' I cannot fay which was the original 5 however, 
*^ it is probable that the Ethiopians took it from 
<* the Egyptians ; as, on the Qther hand, the Phce« 
^* nicians, by their traffic and intercouife with th^ 
*' Greeks, have abolifhed thecufiomof circumci& 
*« ing new-born children.** 

Jt is clear from this paflage of Herodotus (L), 
that feveral nations had taken circumciiion from 

Egyp^ 



(L) Whefber the ceremony of drcumciiion was firft intro- 
duced into the workl by the Jews or by the Egyptians, ha$ 
been much contefted, and is not very material to the caufe of 
religion. It i$. fufficient for us to know that <7od inftitutecl 
circumcision as a covenant to Abraham and his feed, without 
giWng ourfelves the trouble of enquiriiig whether it h^ been 
iever adopted by other qations* It f^ms^ however, to be cer- 
tain, that no nation except the Hebrews. pca£Ufed it univer.* 
Tally. The piiefts, indeed, were pbliged to be circumcifed* 
but the reft of the people were left to fheir liberty. M. Vol- 
taire has adored the opinion of Le Clerc upon this fubjedl^ 
which makes the Mebrewf to have derived diis ceremot^ 
from ^£gypttaos} a&d he has. alio made , uie. oldie veiy 

argument 
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Egypt ; but no nation has ever faid that they de- 
rived it from the Jews. To which then mutt tht 
origin of this cuftom be attributed, to that nation 
from whom , five or fix others acknowledge they 
hold it, or to another nation much inferior in 
power, iefs commercial, lefs military, hidden in a 
nook of Arabia Petrea, and which has never been 
able to introduce the leaft of its cuftoms in any na- 
tion ? 

The Jews fay that they were firfl: received into 
Egypt by way of compaffion and charity ; now is 
it not very probable, that the little people adopted 



1. J ' 1 1 > ij. 'i I I I 



argument of that learned writer, viz. The uii^ix)balbilitf tiuit 
the Egyptians fhould borrow fuch a ceremony from fo eon* 
temptiblfi a nation as the Hebrews. But were the Hebrews . 
io contemptible in the time of Jofeph ? Or how could they be 
ib contemptible after their departore from Egypt, when the 
inhabitants of that country beheld the Deity operating mira- 
cles ifi their favour ? Be^es, our author is miftakeny when 
he fays that the Jews were not circumcifed the whole time 
^ey refided in Egypt, viz. 205 years. The Scripture tells 
us, that thoie ** who came out of Egypt had been circumcif« 
** ed,** but were dead ; and " thofe who had been born in the 
" Defert, were not circumci&d/' becaufe they were ieparaled' 
from other nations, and had no neceility for any mark to diA 
tinguifh them, till they entered the Land of Canaan. Then 
Jofhua circumcifed ail the people, and the Lord faid unto 
him, " This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt 
" from you," " q)probrittm Egypti ;" the plain fenfe of 
wUch is not, as our author &ys, I have delivered you from 
- what was a reproach to you among the Egyptians ; but I have 
delivered you from what rendered you like the Egyptians, and 
redounded to your fhame and conflifion, by cutting off'a lit- 
tle of the forefkin, which was not obfervcd by tlwt unclean 
and unctrcumcifed nation. Is not this a 0iore natural i:on* 
ftcudUoju than that of our author ? Befides, what occafion was 
there for delivering them from what had been a reprpaeh to 
them among the Egyptians, when they had quitte4 Egypt, and 
were gone to reiide in another country? Tlieyhad no need to 
xniad the reproach of t^e Egyptians ia the land of Canaan. 

a prac- 
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apraftice of the great people, and that the Jewl 
joined in feme of their matters cuftoms ? 

Clement of Alexandria relates that Pythagoras^ 
when travelling in Egyptj could not gain admit- 
tance to the myfteries till he was circumcifed j 
confequehtly there was no being an Egyptian 
prieft without circumcifion. This prieftly order 
fubflfted when Jofeph came into Egypt -, the 
government was of great antiquity, and the old 
cerenionies of Egypt were obferved with the moft 
fcrupulpus precifcnefs. 

The Jews acknowledge that they continued in 
Egypt two hundred and five years -, they fay that 
in all that time they were not circumcifed ; this 
Ihews that, during thofe two hundred and five years^ 
the Egyptians did not borrow circumcifion from 
the Jews : is it then to be fuppofed that they bor- 
roXvcd this cuftom, after the Jews, according to 
their own teftimony, run away with all the vcfTch 
which they had fo kindly lent them ? Will a matter 
adopt the principal mark of his flave's religion^ 
after robbing him, and running away ? Human 
nature is not of fuch a make. 

The book of Jofhua fays, that the Jews were 
circumcifed in the Defert : " I have delivered you 
*' from what was a reproach to you among the 
*' Egyptians (M)." Now what elfe could this re- 
proach be to people heiTimed in between the Phoe- 
nicians, Arabians, and Egyptians, but that for 
which thofe three nations defpifed them ? Howi^t 
this reproach removed ? by taking away from thenl 
a little of the forefkin. Is not this the natural 
import of that paffage ? 



(M) Our tranflation has it : "I have rolled away the fa- 
«f« proa^h of Egypt from off you." . Jolh. v. 9. 



The 
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^he book of Genefis fays that i^braham had 
been circutncifcd before ; but Abraham having ti*a- 
VcUed into Egypt, which had, for a long time, 
been a» flouriftiing monarchy, governed by- a pow- 
erful king, circumcifion may not improbably be 
fuppofed to have obtained in a kingdom of fucEi 
antiquity, before the Jewifli nation was formed. 
Farther, the circumcifion of Abraham terminated 
in himfelf ; it was not till Jofhua*s time his poftc- 
rity Underwent that ceremony* . 

Now, beforie Jofhua, the Ifraelites, by their own 
confeffion, cam6 into many of the Egyptian cuf- 
tbms •, they imitated that nation in feveral facri- 
fices and ceremonies, as in falling on the eve 
of Ifis's feafts, in ablutions, in (having the priefts 
heads, likewife the burning of incerife, the branch- 
ed chandelier, the facrifice of the red heifer, the 
purifying with hyfop, the abftaining from pork; 
the abomination of the kitchen utenfils of ftrangers : 
all thefe things bear witnefs, that the little Hebrew 
people, whatever averiion they might have to the 
great Egyptian nati6n, had retained a vaft num- 
ber df their old mailers cuftoms. The driving of the * 
goat Aza^el into the defert, as laden with the fins 
of the people, is a plain imitation of an Egyptian 
practice i the Very rabbins allow, that the word 
Azazel is not Hebrew. Where, then, is the im- 
probability of the Hebrews having imitated the 
Egyptians in circumcifion ; it was no more than 
the Arabs their neighbours had done ? 

It is not at all ftrange that God, having fanflified 
baptifm, which is of fuch an antient date among 
the Afiatigs, fhould likewife have fanftiiied circum- 
cifion, of no lefs antiquity arnong the Africans. 
If has already been noticed, that it is in his power 
to annex his graces to fiich figns as he fliall pleafe to 
chufc. 

I Again,' 
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Again, the Jews, ever fince their circumcifiort 
tinder Jofhua, have conftantly retained this cuftom 
down to thepreftnt tinie. The Arabians have al- 
fo adhered to it ; but the Egyptians, who, at firft, 
Circumcifed both mak and female children, in pro- 
cefs of time difcontinued this operation on the fe^ 
males, and, at length, limited it to priefts, aftro- 
logers, and prophets. This we learn from Cle- 
ment of Alexandria and Origen. None of the 
Ptolemies appear to have been circumcifed. 

The Latin authors, who contemptubuQy call the 
Jews " Curtus apella ; cfedat Judasus apella, cur^ 
*« ti Judsei,*^ give no fuch epithets to the Egypti- 
ans. At prefent the whole people of Egypt are 
circumcifed, hu\ from another reafon, becaufe 
Mahometifm borrowed the antient circumcifion 
praftifed in Arabia. 

It is this Arabian circumcifion which has been 
Introduced among the Ethiopians, where both fe- 
inalcs and males are ftill circumcifed. 

k mull be acknowledged that this ceremony of 
circumcifion feems, at firft, fomethihg odd ; but let 
it be obferved, that the oriental priefts confecrated 
themfelves to the deities by particular marks. An 
Ivy leaf was engraved with a bodkin on Bacchus's 
priefts. Lucian tells us, that the votaries of the 
goddefs.Ifis made certain charafters on their wrifts 
and necks i the priefts of Cibdle emafculated them-^ 
felves. 

It is very likely that the Egyptiains, who revered 
the inftrument of generation, and carried the figure 
of it in pompous proceflions, took it into their 
heads to offer up to Ifis and Ofiris, by whom every 
thing on earth was engendered, afmall part of that 
member, by which thofe deities had appointed that 
the human fpecies fliould be perpetuated. The 
eaftern cuftoms are fo extremely different from 
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burs, that, to a man of ever fo little reading, no-^ 
thing fhould appear ftrange. A Parifian, on being 
told that the Hottentots cqt out one of their male 
childrens tefticles, is quite aftonilhed; and perhaps 
a Hottentot is equally furprized that the l^arifians 
retain both. 

CONVULSION FITS, 

« 

ABOUT the year 1724^ dancings were feeti iii 
St. Medard's church-yard; many were the 
miracles wrought there ; one the duchefsDu Maine^ 
has immortalized in a fong i ' 

" Un decroteur a la royale^. 
Du talon gauche eftropie, 
Obtint pour grace fpeciale 
D'etre boiteyx de I'autre pied/* 

The fubftance of which is: that " a tip- top 
*' fhbe japanner, lame in his left foot, obtained, a5 
^* a Ipecial favour, that his right fhould become as 
»• bad." 

The miraculous fits are known to have conti* 
tiued till a guard was placed at the church-yard* 

" De par le roi defenfe.a Dieu 
De plus frequenter en ce lieu." 



cc 



*' God is hereby forbidden, jn the king*s nanie^ 
ever more to come within tjiis place." 

• The Jefuits, as is likewife known, being unable? 
to perform any fuch miracles, firice theirXavier had 
exhaufted all the foci'ety^s, gifts by raifing nine per^ 
fops from the dead, by way of counterpoife to the crc- 

I 2 die 
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dit of the janfenifts engraved a print of Chrift in ^ 
Jefuit*s habit ; and it is farther known that a wag 
Of the Janfenift party put under the print, 

<* .Admire2 1'artifice extreme 

De ces moiries ingenicux ; 

lis vous ont habille comme eux, 

Mon Dieu, de peurqu'on ne vous aime." 

<« The contrivance of thefe cunning monks' 
*' That thou mayft not ' be loved, O God, they 
** have dreffcd thee up in their garb." 

The Janfeniifts, the better to prove that Jefus 
Chrift could never have put on the habit of a Je- 
fuit, filled Paris with convulfions, and drew every 
body to their party. Carre de Montgeron, a 
counfellor of parliament, went and delivered to the 
king a coUeftidn in quarto of all their miracles, at- 
tefted by a thoufand witneffesj for which, with very 
good rcafon, he was put under confinement,' and 
obliged to go thro* a regimen to bring him to his 
fenfes : but truth is always too ftrong for perfecuti- 
on ; the miracles went on for thirty years fucceflively, 
without any intermiflion. Sifter Rofe, fifter Illumi- 
nated, fifter Promifed, fifter Devout, were perpetu- 
ally fent for to people's houfes t theyufed to have 
themfelves whipped, and no marks of it were to 
be feen the next day. They could bear, without 
any flicw of pain, to be beaten on the breafts with 
fticks (no wonder j fince it had been well fenced 
for the exhibition of fuch a, farce) ; they were laid 
before a great fire, with their faces copioufly plaif- 
tered over with pomatum, and did nqt burn. At 
length, as time improves all arts, the fcenery ,ended 
in fticking fwords into their fleftiy parts, and cruci- 
fying them 5 even a celebrated divine had likewife 

the 
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the honour of being extended on the crofs, and all 
this to convince the world that a certain bull was 
abfurd and ridiculous, which might have been done 
at a much cheaper rate. Yet have both Janfenifts 
wd Jefuits, one and all, leagued together againft 

the Spirit of Laws, and againft , and againft 

, and againft , and againft ; 

^nd, after fuch doings, we have the face to laugh 
at the Laplanders, the Sanioyedes, and the Ncr 
groes ! 



COUNTRY. 

A Country is compofed of feveral families ; and 
as felf-love generally leads us to ftand up for, 
and fupport our particular families, when a: contrary 
intereft does not intervene ; fo, from the like felf- 
love, a man ft^nds up for his town or village, which 
he calls his native home. 

The more extended this native home is^ the leis 
we love it, for divifion weakens iove -, it is impof- 
fible in qature to have a tender Igve for a family fo 
numerous as fcarce to he known. 

The candidate, amidft his ambitious intrigues to 
be chofen asdile, tribune, prastor, conful, didlator, 
makes a noife about his love for his country, where- 
as it is only himfelf that he loves ; every one is for 
fecuring to himfelf the freedom of lyin^ at his owp 
home, and that it Ihall be in no man's power to 
turn him out ; every one is for being fure of his 
life and fortune. Thus the whole fociety coincid- 
ing in the like wifhes, private intereft becomes th^t 
c£ the public ; and an individual, in praying o^i- 
ly for himfelf, prays in effed: for ^^^' whole coqj* 
inunity. 



I 3 JEv?ry , 
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Every ftate on the whole earth indifputably 
has originally beep a republic ; it is the natural 
pro^refs of hunian nature -, a number of families 
at nrft entered into an alliance to fecure one an- 
other againft bears and wolves ; and that which 
had plenty of grain, bartered with another which 
|iad nothing but wood. 

On our difcovery of America, all the feveral 
tribes throughout that vaft part of the world were 
found divided into republics ; but there were only ^ 
two kingdoms. Of a thoufand nations, only twQ 
were fubdued. 

it was antiently fo on our fide of the globe :- bcr 
fore the petty, kings of Etruria and Rome ftarted 
.up, Europe was full of i:epublics. Africa has Ai\\ 

• jts republics.; Tripoli, Tunis, Algiers, which lie fp 
far north as, in fome meafure, to confine on Europe, 
iir^ commonwealths of robbers. The Hotten? 
tots,^ a' people on the fouth of Africa, ftill live, 
as men ate faid to have lived in the primitive ages 

.of the world, free, all equal, no mafters, no fiibjefts, 

• no money, and few or no wants ; their Iheep fup- 
ply them both with food and raiment, and their 
Jharifions are huts of wood and earth : they are the 
very fiUhieft of men, and with a moft rank fmell 5 
but this they are not fenfible of, and they both live 
and die more quietly than we. 

Europe has eight republics without monarchs-; 
Venice, Holland, Switzerland, Genoa, Lucca, Ra- 
gufa, Geneva, St. Marino. Poland, Sweden, and 
England, may be looked on as republics under a 
king, but Poland alone calls itfelf fuch. 

Now, which would you have your country to 
bef i; ji monarchy or a republic ? This is a queftion 
which has been bandied to and fro thefe four 
thpvjfand years. Alk the rich which is beft, and 

they 
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they will unanimoufly vote for an ariftocracy ; 
enquire of the people and they will one and all cry 
up a democracy : as for royalty, it is only kings 
who will prefer it. How then comes it to pafs 
that almoll the whole earth is governed by mor 
jiarchs ? ' Afk the rats who propofed to hang a bell . 
about the cat's neck. But the true reafon is, that 
men very rarely deferve to be their own gover- 
nors. 

It is a fad cafe, that often there is no being a 
good patriot, without being an enemy to other 
men. The elder Cato, that worthy patriot,, in 
giving his vote in the fenate, ufed always to fay. 
Such IS my opinion ; and down with Carthage. A 
great part of patrioiifm is thought to conliO: in 
wifhing one's native couutry a floiirifhin^ trade and 
diftinguilhed fucceifes in war« Now it is mani- 
feft, that for one country to gain, another muft 
Jofc, and its (ucceffes in war muft pf courfe Ipread 
calamity in other parts. Such, tbcn, is the ftate 
of human affairs, that to wifh an increafe q£ 
grandeur to one's native country is wiftdng harm 
to its neighbours. He who is a citizen of th? 
liniverfe would have his country neither greater 
jior fmaller, richer nor poorer. • . 



I4 CRITICISM, 
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CRITICISM. 

I Do not here intend to fpeak of the cricicifm of' 
fcholiafts, who pretend to reftore a word of an an-t 
tient author, very well underftood before : neither 
ihall I rneddle with thofe real critics, who, as far 
as is poflible, havd cleared up anticnt hiftory and 
philofophy. The fatirical critics arc th<J wcn I am 
now to deal with. 

. A man of letters one day reading Taflb with n(ie^ 
fell oil thisftanza: 

♦' Chiama gli habitator delP ombre eternc 
11 rauco fuon della Tartarea tromba, 
Treman le fpaziofe atre caverne, 
E I'aer cieco a quel rumor rimbombai 
Ne fi ftridendo mai dalle fuperne . ^ 
Regiopi del cielo il fulgor piomba. 
Ne fi fcoffa giammai trema la terra, 
Quando i vapori in fen gravida ferra/* 

" He afterwards read, as they fell ynder his 
eye, feveral ftanzas of the like force and harmo- 
ny : how, cried he, is this what your Boileau is 
pleafed to call tinfel ! Is it thus he ftrives to deprcr 
ciate a great man who lived a hundred years before 
him, the better to exalt another great man who 
lived fixteen hundred years before him, and who 
would not have failed to have done jufticc toTaffo .^ 
Be cafy, faid I to him, let us look into Quinaut's^ 
operas : what we met with at the opening of the 
book, could not but incenfe us againft the petu- 
lancy of criticifm ; it was the foUowipg paffage ia 
the admirable opera of A rmida, 

SiDONIA* 
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SiDONIE, 

" La haine eft affrewfe ct barbare, 
X-'amour contraint les coeurs dontil s'cmpare, 
. A foufFrir des maux rigoureux. 
Si votre fort eft en votre puiflance, 
Faites choix de rindifFerence, 
£lle aflure un fort plus heureux. 

Armide, 

Non> non, il ne m*eft pas poffible 

Pe pafler dc men trouble en un etat paifible; 

Mon cocur ne fe peut plus calmer ; 
Renaud m'ofFenfe trop, il n*eft que trop aimablc, 
C*eft pour moi deformais un choix indiipcnfablQ 

De le hair ou de Taimer/*^ 

We went through the whole piece, and it muft 
be owned that the beauty of Taffo's genius is cn- 
lianced by Quinaut : Well, faid I to my friend, af- 
ter this could you think that Boileau fhould conti- 
nually make it his bufinefs to expoie Quinaut 
as a wretched poetafter ? He even broughtLcwis 
XIV. to believe, that this beautiful, foft, pa- 
thetic, elegant writer owed all his merit to Lul- 
ly's mufic. That I can very eafily account for, an- 
fy^er^d my friend ; it was riot the mufician Boi- 
leau was jealous of, but the poet : however, what 
fignifies the faying of a man who, to tag a rhime 
to a line ending in aut, fometimes fell foul of 
Bourlaut, fometimes of Henaut, fometimes of 
Quinaut, according to the terms on which he ftood 
>yith thofe gentlemen ? But, that your warmth 
againft injuftice may not cool,- only go to the win- 
dow, and view that grand frpnt of the Louvre, by 
yrhich Perraut has gained immortal reputation : 
• • this 
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this ingenious artift happened to be brother to 
a very learned member of the academy, between 
whom and Boileau there had been fome literary 
wrangling, and for this, truly, Mr. Boileau trans- 
mits this man to poft^nty with the charafter o£ a 
paltry architedt. 

My friend, after a paufe, replied with a figh, this 
is the temper of man. The duke de Sully, in his 
Memoirs, fpeaks of the cardinal d'Offat and fecre- 
tary Villeroy as bad minifters. Louvois ftrove to 
fupprefs in himfelf anv efteem for the great Col- 
bert : they, faid I, did not print any thing againft 
each other whilft living, that is a folly fcarce feen 
in any but divines, fcholars, and lawyers. 

We had a man of merit, Lamotte, who ha^ 
written very fine ftanzas, 

*' vQuelquefois au feu qui la charme, • 
Refifte une jeUne beaute, 
Et contre elle metne elle s'arme, 
D'une penible fermete. 
' Helas cette contrainte extreme 
Laprive du vice qu*elle aime. 
Pour fuir la honte qu'elle hait : 
Sa feverite n'eft que fafte, 
Et rhonneur de paffer pour chaftc 
La refout a I'etre en effet.** 

^^ A blooming beauty fometimes withftands 
« a pleafing paflion, and to prompting nature op- 
^* pofes a painful firmnefs. This violent conftraint, 
♦< to avoid dreaded (hame, preferves her from the 
*< vice to which her heart is attached ; her purity 
** was pride and fliow ; and the reputation of cha& 
^ tity determined her againft thp violation of it.*' 
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" En vain ce fevere ftoique 

Sous mille defauts abattu, , 

Se vante d'une ame heroique, 

Toute vouee a la yertu ; 

Ce n*efl: point la vertii qu'il aime, 

Mais fon coeur yvre de lui meme 

Voudroit ufurper les autels ; 

Et par fa fageffe frivole 

II ne veiit que parer I'idole 

Qu'il ofFre au cuke de3 mortels/* 

^* "This auftere Stoic, the flave of a multitude or 
" vices, boafts of heroifm, of afoul abfolutely con- 
*« fecrated to virtue, Abfurd conceit ! Virtue has 
^' none of his love j but his inflated heart claims 
*' altars ; and the fole fcope of his varniflied wit- 
^' dom is to deck the idol for univerfal worfliip*** 

«« Les champs de Pharfale & 4'ArbellQ 
Ont vii triompher deux yainqueurs, 
L'un et Tautre digne modele 
Que fe propofent les grands coeur^, 
Maisle fucces a fait leuf gloire j 
Et fi le fceau de la viftoire 
N*eCit confacre ces demi-dieux, 
Alexandre aux yeux du vulgaire 
N'aurait ete qu'un Temeraire, 
]Et Cefar qu'^n feditieux/' 

** Pharfalia and Arbella's plains beheld the trU 
^* umph of two victors, the model and admiration 
^* of all martial fpirits ; but to fuccefs they owe 
*' their whole glory i for had not viftory confe- 
f crated thefe demi-gods, Alexander would have 
been accounted a Hotfpur, and Csefar an incen- 
diary," ' . 

■• ' .This 
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This amiable author, fays he, more than once 
arrayed philofophy in the graceful attire of poefy. 
Had he always written fgch ftanzas, he would have 
been the chief lyric poet among us ; yet whilft 
fuch beautiful pieces came from nim, a cotempo- 
rary of his could call hiqi a Green Goofe, and in 
another place fay, " the tirefome beauty of his 
•« propontions j'* and in another, " they have but 
** one fault, they (hould have been been written in 
«< profe ; one fees with half an eye they came from 
^« Qumaut." 

He purfues him every where, every where 
charges him with drineft and want of harmony. 

Perhaps you would be glad to fee the odes writ- 
ten fome years after by this fame ccnfor, wI>o tried 
La Mott*jr in fo arbitrary a m?inner, and decried him 
with fuch contempt. Here are fome fpecimens. 

*' Cette influenee'fouveraine 
N'eft pour lux qu*une illuftre chaine. 
Qui I'^ttache au bonheur d';^utrui -, 
Tous les brillans qui Tembelliffent, 
Tous les talents qui Tannobliflent, 
Sont en lui, mais non pas a lui." 

«* This fovereign power is but a glittering chain, 
<« binding him to the happinefs of pthers ; all the 
*' brilliant qualities which adorn him, all the ta- 
*' lents which ennoble him, though in him, are not 
« his/' 

." II n'eft rien que le temps n'abforbe ne dcvore, 

Et les faits qu'on ignore, 
Sont bien peu difFerents des faits non avenus." - * 

" Nothing efcapes the devouring jaws of time; 
** and what is unknown differs very little from 
*^ what iiever happened." 
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« La bonte qui brille en elle 
De fes charmes les plus doux. 
Eft une image de celle, 
Qu'elle voit briller en vous. 
Et par vous feule enrichie, 
Sa politeffe afFranchie 
Des ntioindres obfcurites, ' 
Eft la lueur reflechie, 
Des vos fublimes clartes." 

** That goodnefs which in her difplays its moft 
** engaging charms, is the image of that which, 
** admiring, (he beholds in you -, and by you alone 
•* enriched : her politenefs, freed from the Icaft 
** darkening Ipot, is a light refleftcd from your 
'* rcfplendency." 

" lis ont vft par ta bonne foi 
De leurs peuples troubles d'eflProi 
La crainte heureufement dcfue. 
Et deracinee a jamais 
La haine fi fouvent rejue. 
En furvivance de la paix.** 

** Through thy probity they have feen the ter- 
" rors of their appaled people happily miftaken ; 
** and hatred, often received in revcrfion for peace, 
." for ever extirpated,** 

" Devoile ?< mavuc empreflee 
Ces deites d'adoption, 
Synonimes de la penfee, 
Symboles dei'abftraftion/' 

** Unveil to my eager fight thofe adopted dei- 
** ties, fynonimous with cogitation, emblems of 
** abftraftednefs/* 

f* N*eft 
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" N'eft ce pas une fortune, 
Quand d'une charge commune, 
D^ux moities portent le faix ? 
Que le moindre le reclame, 
Et que du bonheur de Tame 
Lc corps feul faffc les fraix." 

*' Is it not a rare happinefs, where, in a burtheil 
^* common to two, the leaft infifts on bearing the 
** whole load ? Thus the body lays itfelf out for 
^* the gratifications of the foul.'* 

To be fure, faid my judicious philolqgift, this is 
wretched trafli to be publifhed as models, after cri- 
ticifing a writer with fo much fcurrility. . The au- 
thor had done much better to have'lcft his adver- 
fary in the quiet enjoyment of his merit, and have 
retained his own Ibare of it ; but alas ! the •' genus 
** irritabile vatum," is ftill .as fick as ever with 
the overflowings of an acrid bile. The public, its 
views extending no farther than amufement^ over- 
looks thefe trifles in men of talents. It fees, in 
an allegory called Pluto, fome judges condemned 
to be flead, and fitting in hell, on a feat covered 
With their fkins, infl:ead of the lillies (N) : the reader' 
never troubles himfelf whether the judges de- 
ferved it or not, or whether the plaintiff who had 
fummoned them before Pluto be in the right of 
wrong ; he reads thofe verfes purely for his plea- 
fure, and if they give him pleafure that is all he 
defires : if the allegory difgufts him, he ftiuts the 
book, and would not fl:ir a foot to have the fen-» 
tence confirmed or annulled. 



(N) The arms of France embroidered on the covering of 
the benches in courts of juflice^ 

Racine*s 
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Racine's inimitable tragedies have been aJl criti- 
cifed, and very badly, becaufe the critics were ri- 
vals. The competent judges of an art afe the 
artifts ; true, but when is it the artifts are liot cor- 
rupted ? 

An artift very Ikilful, and, withal, a man of 
tafte, without either prejudice' or envy, would 
make an excellent critic i but a hard matter it is 
to find fuch a man. 



DELUGE. 

THAT ever the whole globe was at one tinic 
totally overflowed with water, is phyfically 
impoflible. The fea may have covered all parts 
fucceflively, one after the other ; and this could be 
only in a gradation fo very flow, as to take up a 
prodigious number of ages. The fea^ in the fpace 
of five hundred years, has withdrawn from Aigues- 
mortes, from Frejus, and from Ravenna, once large 
ports, leaving about two leagues of land quite dry. 
This progreffion fliews, that, to make the circuit of 
the globe it would require two millions two hundred 
and fifty thoufand years. A very remarkable circum- 
ftance is, that this period comes very near to that 
which the earth's axis would take up in raifing it- 
felf again-, and coinciding with the equator j a 
motion fo' far from improbable, that, for thefe fifty 
years pafl:, fome apprehenfion has been entertained 
of it, but it cannot be accompliflied under two 
^ millions three hundred thoiifand years. 

The fl:rata, or beds of fliells, every where found, 
fixty, eighty, and even a hundred leagues from the 
fea, prove, beyond all difpute, that it has infenfibly 
depofited thofe maritime products on grounds 

which 
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which were once its (hores : but that the water, at 
one and the fame time, covered the whole earth, is 
a phyfical abfurdity, which the laws of gravitation', 
as well as thofe of fluids, and the deficiency of the 
, quantity of water, demonftrate to be impoflible. 
Not that any thing here is meant in the leaft to af- 
feft the great truth of the univerfal deluge as re- 
lated in the Pentateuch ; on the contrary, this is a 
miracle, and therefore to be believed ; it is a mi- 
racle, therefore could not be efieded by phyfical 
caufes. 

The whole hiftory of the deluge is miraculous* 
It is a miracle that forty days rain Ihould have fub- 
merged the four parts of the world ; that the wa^ 
ters rofe fifteen cubits above all the higheft moun- 
tains : it is a miracle that there fhould have bcjeii 
catarafts, doors, and apertures in heaven j it is a 
miracle that all animals ftiould have repaired to 
the ark, from the fcveral parts of the world ; it is 
a miracle that Noah Ihould have found fodder for 
them during ten months ; it is a miracle that all 
the creatures, with the provifions, could be con- 
tained in the ark -, it is a miracle that moft of them 
did not die there ; it is a miracle that, at going 
out of the ark, fuftenance could be found for man 
^nd beaft; it is likewife a miracle, that one Pelletier 
fhould have conceited that he had explained how 
all the feveral kinds of creatures might very natu- 
rally be contained and fed in the ark. 

Now, the hiftory of the deluge being the moft 
miraculous thing ever heard of, it is idle (O) to go 

about 



(O) Our author is miftaken, when he fays it is idle to go 
about elucidating the hiftory of the deluge, and that the 
whole muft be refolved into a miracle. That the divine af- 
fiftance muft be called in on this occafion may be allowed | 

but 
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ftbotJt elucidating it ; there arc myfteries which we 
believe through faith ; and faith confifts in believ- 
ing what reafon does not believe : which again is 
another miracle. 



but that every part of the hiftory is miraculous we cannot a A 
fent to. The difficulty of finding out fuch a prodigious quanti- 
ty of water as was requifite for covering all the globe to fifteen 
cubits above the highefl mountains, has made fome modern 
writers imagine, that this deluge overwhelmed only one part 
of the e^th; But all antiquity believed that the deluge was 
, univerfal, and the Scripture exprefTes it in the flrongefl terms. 
Had not all the earth been covered with the waters of the de^ 
luge, the building of the ark would have been needleis. It 
would have been fufficient for God to have warned Noah to 
go to Ibme other country, which was not to have been over- 
Whelmed with water. Befides, it would have required no lefs 
a miracle to keep up the waters in one part of the earth, than 
to drown the whole. As to the difficulty of finding but wa- 
ters fufficient to overflow the world, without having re- 
courfe to a miracle, is it tiot very ratioiial to make anfwer, 
that as, in the beginning, the whole mafs of the earth 
was covered with waters, which retired uito the cavities 
of the earth, or were drawn up in clouds ; fo thofe ca* 
vities having thrown out thofe waters tiy the motion of <the 
earth, and the clouds being diflblved into water, the lame 
quantity of water meeting, might again cover the globe of the 
earth. This is what Mofes meant, when he faid* " That 
" the fountains of the deep and the catara£ls of heaven were 
<* opened." It muft be owned, indeed, that to draw this 
quantity of water out of the abyfson the furface of the earth 
required the exertion of the Divine Power. The other diffi- 
culties about Noah's ark may be eaiUy folved. That the (pace 
in fuch a veffel was abundantly fufficient to contain both 
Noah and his family, as well as the animals, and all neceitary 
provifions for them, appears mott evidently, whatever our au- 
thor may pretend, from the geometrical calculations of learn- 
ed men, as Bilhop Wiikins and others. See the Univ. Hilt. 
i»ol. i. p. 220. asalfo Wilkins's ElTay towards a real Charafter, 
ajid Peletier Dillfert. fur PArche de Noe. 
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Thus the ftory of the univcrfal deluge is like 
that of the tower of Babel, of Balaam's afs, of the^ 
fall of Jericho at the blowing of the trumpets, of 
the waters turned into bIood> the palTage of the Red 
Sea, and all the miracles which God was plealed 
to perform in behalf of his chofen people. Thcfc 
are depths unfathomable by the line of human rea^ 
fon. 



D E S T I N r. 

OF ^11 the books which have reached our time», 
the moft anrient is (P) Homer : here we 
become acquainted with the manners of pro- 
fane antiquity, with heroes and gods, as rude 
and unpolifhed as if made in the likenefs of man i. 
but there, on the other hand, we meet with the elc* 
ments of philofophy, and efpecially the notion of 
Deftiny, no lefs lord of the gods, than the gods arc 
lords of the world, 

Jupiter would fain fave Hcftorj heconfults the 
deftinies ; he weighs the fates of HeAor and 
Achilles in fcales, and finding that the Trojan 
muft abfolutely be (lain by the Greek, be is fenfi- 
ble all oppofition to it would be fruitlefs : and 
from that moment Apollo, Hedlor's guardian ge- 
nius, is obliged to forfake him (Iliad, lib. xxii.)t 
and though Homer, according to the privilege of 



• (P) This is a miftake, the hiftory of Mofts is Ac moft anci-> 
cntbookin the world: for whether Mofeswas cotemporaiy 
with Inachus, the fiift king of Argos, who lived 600 years* ^ 
before the Trojan war ; or whether he did not live till the 
days of Cecrops, kirg of Athens, who reigped 300 years be^ 
fore that war, it is certain he is much more ancient t)iaa Ho*J 
mer or Hefiod. 
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Antiquity, often interUrds his poem with quite op* 
pofite ideas, yet is he the firft in whom the notion 
of dcftiny occuts ; fo that it muft be fuppofed to 
have been current in his time. 

This notion of deftiny was not received by the 
Jewilh Pharifecs till fevcral ages after; for the 
Pharifces themfelves, who, among that infignificanc 
people, were the principal literati, were but of a 
modern date. At Alexandria they adulterated the 
aAcient Jewiih opinions with many Stoic tenets. Sc* 
Jcrom even fays, that their fcft is but little prior 
to our vulgar aera. 

Philofophers never ftood in need of Honler, or 
the Pharifces, to be convinced that every thing is 
done by immutable laws, that every thing is fettled^ 
and that every thing is a neceffary eflfcftr ; 

Either the world fubfifts by its own nature, by 
its phyfical laws, or a Supreme Being has formed 
it by his primitive laws ; in either cafe, thefe laws 
are immutable ; in either cafe every thing is necef* 
fary : heavy bodies gravitate towards the center of 
the earth, and cannot tend to remain in the air ; 
pear-trees can never bear pine-apples;' the inftinft 
of a fpaniel can never be the inftind of an oftrich ; 
every thing is arranged, fet in motion, andlimited. 

Mart can have but a certain number of teeth, 
hairs, and ideas ; and a time comes when he ne« 
ceifarily lofes them : it is a contradidion that what 
was yefterday has not been, and what is to-day 
(hould not be; no lefs a contradidioh is it that a 
thing which is to be (hould not come to pafs. 

If thou couldftgive a turn to the deftiny of a fly, 
I fee no reafon why thou mighteft not as well de- 
termine the deftiny of all other flies, of all other 
animals, of all men, and of all nature ; fo that, at 
laft, thou wouldft be more powerful than God him- 
fclf. 

K z It 
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Ic is common for weak people Co fay, fuch m- 
phyHcian has cured my aunt of a moft dangerous^ 
illnefs ; he has made her live ten years longer thane 
flie would. Others as weak, but, in their own opi- 
nion, very wife, fay, the prudent man owes his for- 
tune tcf himfclf^ 

*^ Nullo'm ntimen abeft, fi fit prudentia, fed nos 
Te facimus fortuna Deam- cceloque locamus.** 

• But the prudent man oftentimes is crulhed by 
his deftiny, inllead of making itj; ic is their deili- 
ny that renders men prudent. 

Some profound politicians affirm^ that, had 
Cromwell, Ludlow, Ircton,.and about a doourn moFC 
parliamentarians, been made away with a week be- 
fore the cutting oft Charles the Firft's head,. thalJ 
king might have lived longer, and have died ifi 
his bed. They are in the right, and may fai:- 
ther 4^ddy that, had all England been fwallowed up 
by the Tea, that monarch would not have ended 
his days on a. icafFold at Whitehall, near the Ban** 
queting-houfe; but by the arrangement of occur- 
rences Charles was to have his head cut off. 

Cardinal d'OfTat was unq.ueftionably ar man of 
more prudence than yon lunatic in Bedlam i but is 
it not manifeft that the wife d'Offat's organs were 
of another texture than that madman's ? So a fox*s 
organs differ from thofe of a craiie or a lark. 

The phyficiari has laved thy at)nt. Allowed ; 
but herein he certainly did not reverfe the order of 
nature ; he conformed to it. It is evident rhac 
thy aunt could not hmder her being born in fucK 
a town, and having a certain iUneis at fuch a time ^ 
that the phyfician , could be no-where but in the 
town where he was *, that thine aunt was to fend 
for him ; and that he was to prefcribe for her thofe 
medicam.ents which have effected her cure. 

A pea- 
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A peafant imagines that the hail which has 
fallen in his ground is purely matter of chance ; 
hut the pbilofopher knows that there is no fuch 
thing as chance 5 and that by the conftitution of 
the world, it muft ncceffarily have hailed ihzt day, 
in that very place. 

Some, alarmed at this truth, are ftrt* halving it, 
as ftraitened debtors offer half to their creditors, 
.defiring fome forbearance for the remainder. There 
are, fay they, neceffary events (QL), and others 
which are notib : but it would be odd, indeed, that 
one part of this world were fixed and not the other i 
that fome things which happen were to happen, 
and that others which happen were not necefTa- 
rily to happen. On a ciofe examination, the doc- 
trine which oppofes that of deftiny, muft appear 
loaded with abfurdities, and contrary to the idea. 
of an eternal providence : but msmy are deftined 
to reafon wrongly, others notto reafon at all, and 
others to perfecute thofe who do reafon. 

You afk me what, then, becomes of liberty ? I 
underftand you not. I know nothing of that li- 
berty you fpeak of, nor yourfclf, indeed ; elfe you 
would not be fo long controverting about its na- 
ture. If you will, or, rather, if you can, calmly 
examine with me what it is, turn to the letter L. 



(Qj The phyilcal world is fubjed to invariable laws~; 
man, therefore, as a phyfical being, is, like other bodies, go- 
venied by thofe invariable laws : but as an intelligent being, 
his nature requires him to be a fiee agent. Our author has 
taken his notions on this article, and on that of Liberty, from 
Mr. Locke, who denies that there is fuch a power in man as a 
X;iberty of Will ; which you may fee refiited by the ingenious 
Dr. Clarke^ on the Being and Attributes^ p. 86. 



K 3 DREAMS. 
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DREAMS, 

^^ Somnia qus ludunt anitnos volitantibus um<» 

bris, 
Non delubra deum, nee ab i^there numinU; mic-* 

tunt, 
Sed fua quifque facit/*^ 

BUT how fo, when all the fcnfcs arc deadened 
in deep, is there one within ftill alive and ac* 
uve (R) ? What I when your eyes have loft their 
fight, and your ears their hearing, do you ftill fee 



(R) M. Voltaire does not feem to be fufSciently acquaint, 
cd with the caufe of dreams, or to have rightly examined that 
part of natural philofophy. In order to clear up this matter, 
i»e fliould previoufly inquire into the nature of waking ancf 
fleeping. Waking confiil? in this, that the animal Ipirits be^ 
iiTg at that time in great plenty in the brain, and capable of 
being eafily determined to run' from thencfe through all the 
nerves, they fili them in fuch a manner as to keep all the ca-. 
pttlaments of them ftretched and diftinft from each other. 
Sleeping, on the contrary, is caufed by a fcarcity, or failure, 
of fpirits ; fo that the pores of the brain, through which the 
fpirits ufually ruh into the. nerves, not *being kept open by 
the continual flowing of the Iplrits, fhut up of themfelves. 
The ipirits being diflipated, and ho new ones flowing' in, 
the capUlamepts of the nerves will become foft, and cleave to 
each other; and if, at that time, any objed makes an im* 
p/eflion on any part of the body^ thoie nerves cannot tranA 
mit it to the bcain. And hence it follows, that there can be 
no fenfation. Bat, it may happen that, while we are afleep, 
fymc of the anima) fpirits which are in the brain may ihake 
fqmt of the papts of the brain, in the fame manner as they 
would be fliakenby an external obje6i aiFedting the corporeal 
fenfes ; then there will be a fenfation raifed in the foul, and 
fyc\i a fort of percejptioa is called a dr^am,. 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



' DICTIONARY- ^ 13$ 

tnd hear in your dreams ? The dog hunts in his 
dreams, barks, chafes his pfey, and feafts on his 
reward. That the poet verfifies in his flcep, the ma- 
thematician views figures, the metaphyfician reafons 
right or wrong, we have many ftriking inftances. 
* Is this the aftion only of the body's organs, or 
is it merely the foul, which, now freed from the 
^ower of the f^nfes, afts in the full enjoyment of 
its properties. 

If the organs alone produce our dreams by 
night, why not our ideas by day ? If it be merely 
the' foul, ading ofitfelf, and quiet by the fufpcn- 
fioii of the fenfes, which is the only caufe and fubje^ 
of all your fleepthg ideas, whence is it, that they 
are almoft ever irrational, irregular, and incohe- 
rent? Can it be, that, in the time of the foul's 
riioft abftraft quietude, its imagination (hould be 
die moft confufcd ? Is it fantaftical when free ? 
Were it born with mtcaphyfical ideas, as fome 
enters, who Wer6 troubled with waking dreams, 
fiavfe affirmed^ its pure and luminous ideas of be- 
ingi of infinitude, and of all primary principles, 
naturally fliould awake in her with the greateft 
thtfgy when the body is fleeping, and men Ihould 
jihilbfophire beft irt their dreams. 

Whatever f^ftcm you efpoufe, however yoii may 
labour to prove that memory ftirs the brain, and 
your brain your foul, you muft allow that, in all 
your ideas .in fleep, you are intircly palfiVe ; your 
.will has no (hare in thofe images. Thus it is 
clear, that you can think feven or eight hours on 
a ftretch, without having the leaft inclination to 
think, and even without being certain that you do 
think. Confider this, and tell me what is man's 
compound ? 

Superftition has always dealt much in dreams ; 
nothing) indeed, was more natural. A man deep- 

K4 ly 
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If concerned about hjs miftrefs who lies ill, dreams 
(hat he fees her dying ; and the next day fiie ady-!' 
ally die^ : then, tQ be furCt God bad given hioi 
previous knowledge of his beloved's death. 

A commander pf an army dreams of gaining ^ 
battle ; gains it ; th^p the god$ had intirpatc^ t^9 
him that he fhou}d be conqyerorr 

It is only fuch dreams ^s meet with fome accom** 
pliihment that are taken notice of, the others wi? 
thini; not wprth remembrancp. Dreams make 
fpll as great a part of antient hiftory ^ oracles. 

The end of vcr. 2$. c^p. xh. qf Leviticus, the 
Vulgate renders thus : *^ Thou flialt not obferve 
*' dreams (S) ." But the word dre aji i? npt in the 
. liebrew ; ^nd it wppld be fometbing odd, thi^t 
the obfervance pf dreatps flipuld bp fort>idden ia 
the fame book, which tells us that Jpfeph fave4 
Egypt, and brought his famjly tp ^reat profperity 
by interpreting three dreams. 

The interpretation of dreams apd vipons was 
{q compion, that fomething beyond this knovy^- 
ledge was required } the magician was fometimes 
even to guefs what anpther had dreamed. Ne- 
buchadnezzar forgetting a dream, ordered thcma-r 
gicians, on pain Pf death, to fipd it out ; Daniel the 
Jew, who was pf the fame fchpol as the magici- 
ans, f^ved their lives, both finding opt and inter? 
preting the king's dream. This and many other 
accounts prove, that oneiromancy, or the intreprer 
tation of dreams, was not prphibited by the Jewifl^ 
ipftitutes. 

(S) Mpft tranflatiops have Tjm w, 
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ENP, FINAL CAUSJSS, 

AM AN, it (eems, mud be ftark mad to deny 
. that the ftomach is made for digeftipn^ the 
jcyc to fee, and the ear to hear. 

On the other h^nd, he muft be ftrangely attach* 
£d to final caiifes, to affirm, that ftone was made to 
build houfes, and that China breedis filk-wortns to 
furnilh Europe with fattin, 
. But it ,is faid, if God h^s manifeftly made one 
thing with.defigxi, he had a defign in every thing. 
To allow d Providence in qne cafe, and deny it ia 
another^ is ridiculous. Whaf:ever is made was forefeen 
and arranged ; now every arrangemient has its ob^ 
jed, every effe^ itscaufc ; thiereforc every thing is 
equally the refuit, or the produft, of a final caufe i 
therefore it is equally true to fay that nofes were 
made to wear fpeft^cles, and fingers to be deco« 
t^ed with diamonds, as it is true to fay, that the 
ears have been made to hear founds^ and the eyes to 
receive light. 

This difficulty, I apprehend, may be eafily clearo-^ 
ed up, when the efFeds are invariably the fame iti 
all times jsind places 1 when fuch uniform effefiU 
Are independent of the beings they appertain to, 
(here is then evidently a final caufe* 

AH animals have eyes and they fee; all have ears 
and they hear ; all a mouth with which they eat ; 
a ftomach, or fomething fimilar, by which they 
4igeft ; all an oriJGice which voids the excrements ; 
all an inftriiment of generation, and thefe natural 
gifts operate in them without the intervention d[ 
any art^ Here are clear demonftrations of final 
loaufes, and to gainfay fo univerfal a truth, would 
pt jLo p^ryert Qur faculty of thinking^ 

But 
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fiut it is not in all places, nor at all times, that 
(tones form edifices ; all noies do not wear fpefta- 
cles i all fingers have not a ring, nor are aH legs 
covered with filk ftockings : therefore a filk worm 
is not made to cover mf legs, as your mouth is 
made to eat, and your backfide for evacuttohv 
Thus there are eSi^n produced by final caufes, 
but withal many which cannot come within that 
appellation. 

But both the one and the other are equally agree- 
able to the plan of general Providence; for certainly^ 
nothing comes to pais in oppofition toit, or fo much 
a* without it. Every particular within the compaisr 
of nature is uniform, immutable, and the immediate 
work of their Author. From him are derived thcr 
laws by which the moon is three-fourths of the 
caufeof tides, and thefun the other fourth ; it is? 
he who has given a rotary motion to the fiin, by' 
which in five- minutes and a half it emits rays of 
light into the eyes of men, crocodiles, and cats. 

But if, after many centuries, we have hit on thtf 
invention of flicars and fpits, with the formet' 
(hearing the fheep of their wool, and with the lat- 
ter roafting them for food, what can be inferred 
ftom thence, but that God has fo made us, that,* 
one day we Ihould neceffiirily grow ingenious and 
carnivorous? 

Sheep, doubdefs,were not abfoltttelymadc to be 
dreflfed and eaten ^fince fcveral. nations abftain fr6m 
thao-fanguinary practice. Men were ndt cffentialfjr 
cmated to butcher one another,' for theBramins ahd* 
Quakers never kill any body ; btat the coiripofitioii^ 
we 'are made of is* frequently produftiveof'mafli- 
cre^^' as it produces calumnies, vanities; perfecTuti-' 
onsi and impertinencies : not that the fdrmatiOn'of 
man is-'precifeW the final caufe of 'oiir follies zr[& 
brutalities, a bbai'caufe^being vnivei^faf anfd ^inva- 
•3 riablc 
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rtable in all places and at all tinies* The crioies 
find abfurditics of the human mind are,^ neverthe- 
lefs, in the eternal order of things. In threfljing 
corn, the flail is the final caufe of the grain's repa- 
ration 5 but if the flail, in threftiing the corn, de- 
ftroys a thoufand infcds, this is not from any de* 
terminate will of mine, neither is it mere chance : 
thefe infeds were at that time under my flail, and 
it wa^ determined they were to be there. 

it is confequential to the nature of things, that a 
man is ambitious, forms other men into military 
bodies, that he is beaten or gains a viftory 5 but 
never can it be faid that man was created by God 
to be knocked on the head in battle. 

The inilruments given to us by nature cannot 
always be final caufes, ever in motion, and infalli- 
ble in their efFedt. The eyes, given us for fight, 
are not always open; every fenfe has its its inter- 
vals of reft : there arc even foine fenfcs we make 
no ufe of; for inftance, in the cafe of a poor girl of 
fourteen, immured in a convent, that door, from 
which was to proceed a new generation, is for ever 
fhut up ; ftill the final caufe fubfifliSi and as fooa . 
Asit is free will adfc* 



E QJJ A L I T Y. 

WHAT does one dog owe to another, and one 
horfe to another horfe? Nothing. No ani- 
mal depends on its fellow ; but man, partaking of 
that fpark of divinity called reafon, what advan* 
cage accrues to ^im from this ? To be a (lave |d« 
moft every- where throughout the earth. 

Were this .earth what it apparentljr (hould be,' 
that is, did man every -where meet with an cafy, 

certain. 
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certain^ and fafe fubfiftence, and a climate fuiCable 
to his nature, it is manifeftly impollible that one 
man could have cnflavcd another. When this 
earth (hall every -where produce falubrious fruits ; 
wtcn the air, which Ihould contribute to our life, 
ihall not bring us ficknefles and death : when man 
fliall ftand in need of no other lodging and bed 
than that of the deer and roebuck ; then the 
Gengis- Khans and the Tamerlanes will have no 
pther domeftics than their children, and thefe will 
have fo much natural afFeftion as to afljft them in 
their old age. 

In this fo natural ftate, which all quadrupeds, 
birds, and reptiles enjoy, man would be as happy 
as they ; dominion Would then be a chimera, an 
abfurdity, which no one would think of; for who 
would make a buftle to get fervants without any 
want of their fervice ? 

Should any individual, of a tyrannical difpofiti- 
on, and extraordinary ftrength, take it into his. 
head to make a Have of his weaker neighbour, the 
thing would be impra£ticable ; the party opprefTed 
would be an hundred leagues out of the oppreflbr's 
reach before he had taken his meafures. 

Thus a freedom from wants would neceflarily 
make all men equal. It is the diftrefs annexed to 
our fpecies which fubjeds one tpan to another ; 
not that inequality is a real misfortune ; the griev- 
.aqce lies in dcpendance. What fignifies one man 
being ftiled his highnefs, another his holinefs ? but 
to ferve either is difagreeable. 

A numerous family has fuccefsfully cultivated a 
good foil, whilft two fmall neighbouring families 
cannot bring their ftubborn grounds to produce 
any thing ; the two poor families muft either be- 
come fervants to the opulent family, or extirpate 
it • this is felf' evident : one of the two indigent 

families, 
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families, for a fubfiftence, goes and oflfers its labour 
to the rich ; the other goes to difpoffefs it by force 
of arms, and is beaten. The former is the origin 
of domeftics and labourers, and from the latter 
flavery is derived. 

In our calamitous globe, it is impoflible that men 
living together in fociety, fhould not be divided 
into two clafies, one the rich who command, the 
other the poor who fcrve or obey : thefe two arc 
fubdivided into a thoufand, and thefe thoufands 
have their farther fubdivifions and, gradations. 

All the oppreiTed are not abfolutely unhappy. 
Moft of them being born in a fervile ftate, continual 
labour preferves them from too fenfible a feeling of 
their fituation ; but whenever they feel it, wars arc 
the confcquence, as at Rome between the plebeian 
and patrician parties ; likewife thofe of the peiafants' ' 
in Germany, England, and France. All thefe war$ 
terminate, foon or late, in the fubjedion of the peo- 
ple, becayfe the great have money, and money does 
every thing within a ftate •, I fay within a ftate ; 
for between nation and nation it is otherwife. A 
nation which handles iron beft, will ever be too 
firong for that which, with its abundance of gold, 
is deficient in (kill and courage. 

Every man is born with no fmall propenfity to 
power, riches, and pleafure, and has naturally a de- 
light in indolence ; confequently every man is for 
having the money, wives, or daughters of others ; 
would fubjefi: them to all his humours, and do no 
work, at or leaft what only pleafed himfelf. You 
fee that, for men with fuch fine difpofitions to be 
equal, is as impoflible as that two preachers, or 
two profeflbrs of divinity, fhould not be jealous of 
one another. 

Mankind, in the prefent ftate, cannot fubfift, 
unlcfs an infinity of ufeful men have the misfor- 
tune 
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tune of being without any poflelfion v^hatcvcr i Fcft^ 
to be fure, no man in tafy circumftances will plough 
your grounds; and, if you are in want of a pair of 
fho^s, you muft find fome other hand than aferjeanc 
at law to make them for you. Thus, inequality 
is, at the fame time, both the moft natural and the 
moft chimerical thing in the world. 

Men being exceflive in every thing where they 
can be fo, this inequality has been carried too far ; 
in feveral governments it is a {landing maxim, that 
a citizen is not allowed to quit the country where he 
happened to be born : the import of this law is 
vifibly this : " The country is fo bad arid ill go- 
•' verned, that we forbid any perfon whatever to 
^^ go out, left every, body (hould leave' it." Now 
aft more wifely, create in your fubjefts a delight to 
ftay in your country, and in foreigners a dcfire of 
^coming thither. 

Every man.has a right to believe himfelf naturally 
equal to other men : but it does not from hence fol- 
low that a cardinal's cook may order his eminence to 
drefs his dinner ; the cook indeed may fay, I am as 
much a man as my mafter ; like him I cried at my 
birth, and be will die in the fame agonies, and amidlt 
the fame ceremonies as I -, the animal funftions are 
alike in both ; if the Turks make themfclves maf- 
ters of Rome, and I (hould then come to be a car- 
dinal, and my mafter reduced to turn cook, I will 
take him into my fervicc. There is nothing, in 
this foliloquy but what is rational and juft ; yet till 
the grand feignor makes himfelf mafter of Rome^ 
the cook is to do his duty, elfe there's an end of 
, human fociety. 

As to him who is neither cook to a cardinal nor 
holds any ftate employment, and who has no con- 
nexion or dependence, but who is chagrined at be- 
ing every where received either with an air of pro- 

tci^ioa 
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tc£tion or contempt; who plainly fees, that many 
Monfignors have neither more learning, more geni- 
us, nor more virtue than himfelf, and to whom ic is a 
torment to be fometimes in their anti-chamber — 
What would you have him do ? Take himfelf away. 

E Z E K I E L. 

Of fomc fingiilar Paflages in that Prophet, and 
fome antient Cuftoms^ 

IT is at prefent very well known, that we are not 
to judge of antient cuftoms fa^ modern times. 
He who would go about to reform the court of Al- 
cinoiis in the Odyfley, by that of the grand fcig- 
jior or of Lewis XIV. would be little applauded ^ 
by the learned *, and to find fault with Virgil for 
having reprefented king Evandcr receiving ambat* 
fadors with a bear fkin for his mantle, and a dog 
on each fide of him, would be very bad criticifn). 

The manners of the antient Egyptians and Jews 
vary from ours ftill more than thole of king Alci- 
noiis, of Nauficae his daughter, and the good man 
. Evandcr. — Ezckiel, when a flave among the Chal- 
deans, had a vifion near the little river of Chebar, 
which runs into the Euphrates. 

It is not to be thought' Arrange that he (hould 
have feen animals with four faces, and four wings, 
and their feet like thofc of calves ; nor that he faw 
wheels fclf-moving, and having, in. them the fpirit 
of life. Thcfe fymbols are pleafing to the very 
imagination ; but feveral critics cannot be recon- 
ciled (T) to the order given him by the Lord that, 

during 

(T) Our author acknowledges that the defcriptions which 
hs has.cxtra^ed from this prophet, how (hocking foever t ley" 

may 
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during three hundred and ninety days he ihoold eaf 
barley, wheat, and millet breads befmeared witl^ 

man's 



may appear at firft fight, only denote the iniquities of Jerufa-' 
lem and Samaiia ; yet as weaic minds may be offended at hi$ 
picking out thefe paffages, without explaining theiiiy ^e ihall 
make a few remarks on that head. • . 

The pwphet Ezekiel is yeiy obfcure, particularly towarrfi 
'the beginning and end, for which rcafbn the Jews would not 
permit their people to read him tilf the age of thirty. He 
foretels the captivity and deftru£tion of Jerulalem, the refto* 
ration of the J«wilh people, and the rebuilding of the temple* 

In the fourth chapter, under the type of a iiege, he fhews the 
time from Jeroboam's defcftion to the captivity: Here he 
enumerates the hardfhips of the befieged, for wantof provi- 
fions. V Their bread, he fays, is to be given theni by weight, 
becaufe of the fcarcity of grain. They fhall alfo drink their 
water by me^ure ; and there will be fo great a fcarcity of' 
fuel, that they will be obliged to bake their bread with dung < 
that Cometh out of man ; that is, they will be obliged to make . - 
fire of man's dung inflead of cow-dung, becaufe of the fcarcity 
of battle. This is very different from ordering the prophet to . 
tTefinear the bread with man's dung, as M. Voltaire under- 
flands it, according to the vulgar acceptation. The prophet 
is ilill uneafy, and tells the Lord, he hath hitherto abflained 
from every thing that the law deems polluted, and therefore 
begs he may not be obliged to make ufe of what is naturally . 
polluted ; viz, man's dung for the purpofe of baking. The 
Lord is moved with his prayer, mitigates his fentence, and lays- 
he fhall have cow*s dung tor man's dung, to prepare his bread 
therewith 5 that is, to bake it, not, according to our author's 
comment, to knead it. The conclufion is, that, as cow's 
dung was alfo unclean, the Ifraelites fhould, in punilhment 
for their iniquities be certainly polluted. 

With regard to the contradiAion mentioned by our author, 
between the pafTage in this prophet, chap, xviii. viz. That the 
fon (liall pot bear the iniquity of the father, and that ia 
Numbers chap.xxviii. we are to obferve in the firll place, that 
our author miftakes the book of Numbers for that of Exodus, . 
where, chap. xx. ver. 5. th«pailagi^ referred to is to be founds 

Secondly^ 
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trian*s dung. Then faid the prophet, " Ah, Lord 
God, behold, my foul hath not hitherto been pol- 
luted. And the Lord anfwered. Well, inftead o£ 
man's excrements, I allow thee cow dung, and 
thou ftialt prepare thy bread therewith." 

As it is not cuftomary with us to eat bread with 
fuch marinaiade, thefe orders, to the generality of 
men, appear unworthy of the Divine Majefty. It 
muft, however, be owned, that cow dung and all the. 
diamonds of the mogul, are entirely alike, not only 
in the eyes of a Divine Being, but ii> thofe of a ge- 



Secondly, th^ contradiAion is removed by a right confideratiori 
of the whole paffage in Ezekiel : the Jews complained that 
they underwent great hardlhips in punifhment for the fms of 
Manaffeh, " The fathers have eaten four grapes, and the 
** children's teeth are fet.on edge." This has been thQcafe 
in all times, for people labouring under calamities to excul- 
pate themfelves, and to blame their forefathers ; hence Ho- 
race, " Delifta majorum immeritus lues, Romane." The 
prophet makes anfwer, that they are puniflied for their owit 
guilt, and not for that of their anceftors. See other explica- 
tions in Pool's Synoplis. 

The objeftion againft the 25 th verfe of the 20th chapter 
of Ezekiel is eafily anfwered ; " God gave the Jews ftatutes 
that were not good," that is, unpleafant on account of the 
multiplicity of ceremonial laws, which were troublefome in 
praftice, yet neceffary to that ftiff- necked people, becaufd 
of their pronenefs to idolatry* 

With refpeft to the other paflages from chap. xvi. ^nd xxiii; 
they are certainly allegorical, dnd denote the wickednefs and 
corruption of Jerufalem, which was grown worfe than Sodom; 
And as the communication with the Deity is reprefented fre- 
quently in the Scriptures under the emblem or figure of nup- 
tials, fo the eftrangement or. wandering from the Deity is 
defcribed as a fpiritual profritutiou, or whoredom. But we 
refer the reader to the different commentators for an applica- 
tion of the allegory, and agree with our author, that the ex- 
prelfions which to us may appear indelicate, were not fb in 
regard to the Jews* 

L nuine 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 A PHILOSOPHICAL 

nuine philofopher ; and as to the reafons God might 
have for ordering fuch repafts to his prophet, it is 
not for us to be examiners. 

It IS fufficient to (hew, that thefe orders, howe- 
ver odd and difguftful to us, did not feem fo ta 
the Jews. True it is, that in St. Jerom's time, the 
fynagogue did not allow the reading of Ezekiel 
under thirty years of age; but this was becaufe, in 
€hap. xviii. it is faid that " the fon fliall no longer 
bear the iniquity " of the father," and it Ihall be 
no more faid '* the fathers have eaten four grapes 
*« and the children's teeth have been fet on edge.'* 

This was exprefsly contradiding Mofes^ who, in 
the xxviii. chapter of Numbers, declares that the 
children fliall bear the iniquity of their fathers to the 
third and fourth generation. 

Farther, Ezekiel in chap. xx. makes the Lord 
to fay, that he gave to the Jews '* precepts which 
*/ were not good.** This was the principal reafoa 
of the fynagogue*s prohibiting young perfons from 
reading Ezekiel, as it might bring them to doubt 
of the irrefragability of the Mofaic laws. 

The cavillers of our times are dill more aftonifhed 
at the manner of the prophet*s defcribing the wick- 
cdnefs of Jerufalem, in chapter xvi. where he in- 
troduces the Lord fpeaking to a girl: and the Lord 
faid to the girl, " In the day thou waft bornj thy 
navel-ftring was not cut, thou waft neither faked 
nor fwaddled ; I pitied thee ; thou art grown up, 
thy breafts are fafihioned, and thine hair is grown ; 
I paflfed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold thy 
time was the time of love. I fpread my Ikirt over 
thee, and covered thy nakednels : thou becamefl: 
mine, I wafhed thee with water, and anointed thee 
with oil, I cloathed thee and fliod thee ; I girded 
thee about with fine linen, and covered thee with 
filkstj I decked thee alfo with ornaments, and put 
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bracelets on thy hands, and a chain on thy neck; 
I put a jewel on thy forehead, and ear rings in thy 
cars, and a crown on thy head, &c. But thou didft 
truft in thy beauty, and playedft the harlot becaufe 
of thy renown, and pouredft out thy fornications 
on every one that paffed by : thou haft built an 
eminent place, thou haft proftituted thyfelf in pub- 
lic places, thou haft fpread thy legs to every one 
that paffed by ... . and thou haft lain with Egypti- 
ans .... and, laftly, thou haft paid thy lovers, and 
haft made prefents to them to lie with thee, ... * 
and in paying inftead of being paid, thou haft done 
the reverfe of other girls .... there is a proverb. 
Like mother like daughter, and the like is faid of 
thee." 

Still greater clamour is raifed againft chap, xxiii. 

A mother had two daughters, who parted with 

their virginity very early in life •, the name of the 

.elder was Aholah, and of the younger Aholibah : 

" Aholah doated on young lords, and cap- 

«* tains, and rulers; fhe committed whoredom 
" with the Egyptians in her youth .... Aholibah 
** her fifter was more corrupt in her whoredoms 
•' than fhe, with captains and rulers cloathed moft 
*« gorgeoufly, horfemen riding upon horfes, all of 
" them dcfirable young men ; ftie has difcovercd 
*' her nakednefs, ftie has increafed her whoredoms^ 
** Ihe has eagerly fought the embraces of thofe (U) 
*' whofe fiefh is as the flefli of affcs, and whofe iffue 
*« is like the iffue of horfes.*' 

Thefe defcriptions, which fcandalize fo many 
weak minds, fignify no more th^n the fins of Je- 



(U) M. Voltaire tranflates the above palTage thus : " Whofe 
** member is like that of an afs, and who caft their feed like 
** horfes." Whether that be more agreeable to the original 
than ours, is not of great confequence ; the idea' is the fame. 

L 2 rufalem. 
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rufakm and Samaria. ExpreOions to us indelicate 
and obfcurc, were not fo at that time. The like 
plainnefs openly (hews itfclf in other paflages of 
Scripture, k often fpeaks of •* opening the 
** womb.'* The terms in which are expreflcd the 
junftion of Boaz with Ruth, and of Judah with his 
daughter in-law, in Hebrew, have nothing un- 
fcemly in them ; but would be v^ry much fo in 
our language. 

He who is not alhamed of being naked does not 
cover himfelf : where was the (hame of naming the 
genitals in thofe times, when it was cuftomary, on 
any important promife, to touch the genitals of him 
to whom the promife was made ? It was a mark 
of refpcft, a fymbol of fidelity 5 as formerly among 
]us, the feudal tenants put their bands between thofe 
of their paramounts* 

We have thought fit to render the genitals ' by 
thigh J Eliezer puts his hand under Abraham's 
thigh 5 the like Jofeph does to Jacob. This had 
been a cuftom of very great antiquity in Egypt, and 
fo far were that people from annexing fhame and 
turpitude to what wedare neither expofe nor name, 
that they carried in proceflion a large figure of the 
virile member called Phallum^ in thankfglving to 
the gods for their goodnefs in making that mem- 
ber the inftrumeQt of human propagation. 

All this fufficiently proves, that our ideas of de- 
cency and purity do not correfpond with thofe 
of other nations. At what period of time did 
politenefs prevail among the Romans more than 
in the Auguftan age ? Yet Horace, the ornament 
of that age, and in a moral piece, roundly fays, 

" Nee metuo, ne dum futuo vir rure recurrat." 

Auguftus makes vfe of the fame expreflion in 
an epigram againft'^Fulvia.. 

He 
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He who, among us, fliould openly pronounce 
fhe word anfwering to futuo, would be looked on 
with as much contempt as a drunken porter : this 
word, and fevcral others made ufe of by Horace and 
other elegant authors, to us appear ftill more inde- 
fcent than Ezekiel's expreffions. Whether we read 
antient authors^ or travel in diftant countries, let 
tislay afide all our prgudices. Nature is every- 
where the fame, and cuftoms every- where different. 



FABLES. 

ARE not the mod antient fables manifeftly al- 
legorical ? The firft we know of, according 
to our chronology, is it not that related in the 9th 
chapter of the book of Judges ? The trees were 
about chuling a king •» the olive would not quit 
the care of its oil, nor the fig-tree of its figs, nor 
the vine-tree of its rich juice; and all the other 
trees had their frjuit no Icfs at heart j fo that the 
thiftle being good for nothing, and having prickles 
which could do hurt, made itfelf king. 

The pagan fable of Venus, as we have it in He- 
fiod, is it not an allegory of all nature ? The gene- 
rative parts fell from the iky on the fea-(hore ; Ve- 
nus receives her being from this precious fpume : 
her firft name fignifics " Lover of generation :" can 
there be a more fenfible image ? This Venus is the 
goddefs of beauty ; beauty is no longer amiable 
than when accompanied by the graces j beauty 
gives rife to love, love has fhafts which every heart 
has felt ; he is hoodwinked, to conceal the faults 
of the objeft beloved, , 

Wifdom is conceived in the brain of the fovereign 
of the gods, under the name of Mine^rva ; the foul 
.of m^n is a divine fire, whicH Minerva (hews to 

L 3 rro- 
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Prometheus, and he made ufe of this divine fire to 
animate man. 

Every body muft perceive in thefc fables a lively 
portraiture of nature, Mqft of the other fables 
are either corruptions, of antient hiftories, or the 
chimeras of imagination. It is with ancient fables 
as with modern talcs ; fome are of the moral kind 
and quite charming, and there are others as infipid* 



FALSITY of HUMAN VIRTUES. 

WHEN the duke de Rochefoucault had pub- 
Kftied his Thoughts on Self-loVc, one M. 
Efprit of the Oratory wrote a captious book, enti- 
tled. The Falfity of Human Virtues, This genius 
Tays there is no fuch thing as virtue ; but, at the 
clofe of every chapter, kindly refers his readers to 
Chriftian charity : fo that, according to M. Efprit, 
neither Cato, nor Ariftides, nor Marcus Aurelius, 
nor Epidletus, were good meii ; and a good reafoa 
why, thefe arc only to be found among Chriftians. 
Again, among Chriftians the catholics are the only 
virtuous ; and among the catholics the Jefuits, ene- 
mies to the Oratorians, Ihould have been excepted; 
therefore there is fcarce any virtue on earth but 
among the enemies of the Jefuits. 

This Sieur Efprit fets out with faying that pru- 
dence is not a virtue; and his reafon is, becaufe it 
is often miftaken: which is as much as to fay, C«far 
was nothing of a foldicr becaufc he had the worft of 
it at Dyrachium. 

Had this reverend gentleman been a philofb- 
pher, he would not have treated of prudence as a 
virtue,. but as a talent, a happy and ufefu> quality -, 
for a vilJain may be very prudent, and I have 

known 
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knqwn fuch. The madnefs crflpretendiog that vir- 
tue is the portion only of us and our partifans ! 

What is virtue, my friend? It is doing good. Do 
me fome, and that is enough ; as for your motive, 
that you may keep to yourfelf. How ! Accord- 
ing to you, there is no difFerehce between the pre- 
sident de Thou and Ravaillac ? between Cicero and 
that wretch Popilius, whofe life he had faved, and 
•who yet hired himfelf to cut ofFhis head ? You will 
pronounce Epiftetus and Porphyry to be rafcals, 
becaufe they did not hold with our doftrines ? 
Such infolcnce is quite fhocking j but I have done^ 
left I grow warm* 



FANATICISM. 

FANATICISM is to fuperftition what a deli- ^ 
rium is to a fever, aud fury to anger : he 
who has extafics and vifion?, who takes dreams for 
realities, and his imaginations for prophecies, is an 
enthufiaft ^ and he who (ticks not at iupporting his 
folly by murder, is a fanatic. Bartholomew Diaz, 
a fugitive at Nuremberg, who was firmly con- 
vinced that the pope is' the Anti Chrift in the 
Revelations, and that he has the mark of the 
beaft, was only an enthufiaft ; whereas his bro-" 
ther, who fet out from Rome with the godly in- 
tention of murdering him, and who a6lually did 
murder him for God's fake, was one of the moll 
execrable fanatics that fuperftition could form. 

Polieudtes, who, on a pagan fcftival, went ijita 
the temple, pulling down and breaking tlie images 
and other ornaments, fliewed himfelf a fana'tic, lefs 
horrible, indeed, than Diaz, but equally rafh and 
imprudent* The murderers of JFrancis duke of 

L4 Guifc, 
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Guife, of William prince of Orange, of the kings 
Henry III. and Henry IV. and of fo many others, 
were demoniacs, agitated by the fame evil fpirit as 
Diaz. 

The moftdeteftableinftanceof fanaticifm is that 
of the. citizens of Paris, who, on the feaft of St. 
Bartholomew, coujd maflfacre their fellow- citizens, 
for not going to rnafs. 

Some are fanatics in cool blood : thefc are the 
judges who can fentence people to death without 
any other guilt than for not being in their way of 
thinking: thefe judges are the more guilty, and 
the more defcrving of univerfal execration, as not 
being under a fit of rage like the Clements, the 
Chatels, theRavaillacs, theGerards, the Damiens, 
pne would think tKey might liften to reafon. 

When once fanaticifm has touched the brain, the 
diftemper is defperate. I have feen convulfionifts, 
who, in fpeaking of the miracles of St. Paris, grew 
hot involuntarily 5 their eyes glared, they trembled 
in all their limbs, their countenance was quite dif- 
JBgured with rancour, and they unqueftionably 
would have killed any one who had contradided 
them* 

The only remedy to this infeftious difeafe is 
a philofophical temper, which fpreading through 
fociety, at length foftens manners, and obviates the 
acc^ffes of the diftemper ; for whenever it gets 
ground, the beft way is to fly from it, and ftay till 
the air be purified. The laws and religion are no 
prefervative againft this mental peftilence. Reli- 
gion, fo far from being a falutary aliment in thefe 
cafes, in infefled brains becomes poifon. Thefe 
unhappy creatures dwell continually on the exam- 
ple of Ehud, who aflafTinated king Eglon j of Ju- 
pith, who cut off Holophernes*s head when lying 
^ithhimj and of Samuel hewing king Agag ief 

pieces^ 
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pieces. They arc not aware that thefe inftances, 
howevpr refpedlable in antiquity, are abominaMe 
in our times : they foment their phrcnfy with reli- 
gion, which abfolutely condemns it. 

The laws; likewife, have proved very inefFcftual 
asainft this fpiritual rage; it is, indeed, like read- 
ing an order of council to a lunatic. Thefe crea- 
tures are firmly perfuaded that the fpirit by which 
they are actuated is above all laws, and chat their 
cnthufiafm is the only law they are to regard. 
* What can be anfwered to a perfbn who tells you 
that he had rather obey God than men, and who, 
in confequence of that choice, is certain of gaining 
heaven by cutting your throat ? 

The leaders of fanatics, and who put the dagger 
into their hands, are ufually defigning knaves ; 
they are like the old man of the mountain, who^ ac- 
cording to hiftory, gave weak perfon^ a foretafte 
of the joys of paradifc, promifing them an eternity 
of fuch enjoyments, provided they would go and 
murder all thofe whom he ftiould name to them. 
In the whole world, there |ias been but, one religion 
clear of fartaticifm, which is that of the Chinefe 
literati. As to the fefts of philofophers, inftead of 
being infedled with this peftilence, they were are- 
dy^ and prefcrvative againft it: for the efFeft of 
philofophy is to compofe the foul, and fanaticifm 
is incomparible with tranquility. As to our holy 
religion having been fo often corrupted by thefe 
infernal impulfes, it is the folly of men that is to be 
Ijlamed. 



FRAUD. 
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FRAUD, 

Whether pious Frauds arc allowable ? 

BAMBABEF, the Fakir, one day met a dif- 
ciple of Confutfee, who^n we call Confucius ; 
and this difciple's name was Ouang: Bambabef 
maintained that it is proper fometimes to deceive 
the people, and Ouang infifted that we are never 
to deceive any one. The fubftance of their difpute 
was as follows. 

Bam, We are to imitate the Supreme Being, 
who does not fhew us things as they are ; he (hews 
us the fun in a diameter of only two or three feet, 
though that body be a million of times larger than 
the earth ^ he (hews us the moon and the ftars as 
fixed on one and the fame blue ground, though 
they are at different and immenfc diftances 5 he 
would have a fquare tower appear round to us afar 
off; he would have the fire feem hot to us, though 
it be neither hot nor cold ; in a. word, he cncom- 
paffes us with errors fuitable |o our nature, 

Ou, What you call error is nofuch thing. That 
fun, which is placed millions of millions of lis ^ 
from our globe, is not that fun we fee; we can- 
not have atiy real fight but of the fun which reflefts 
itfelf on our retina in a determinate angle. Our 
eyes were not given us for the knowledge of di- 
menfions and diftances j this requires other inftru- 
ments and operations. 

Bambabef flared at fuch language j but Ouang, 
being endued with an uncommon patience, ex- 
plained to him the theory of optics; and Bambabef, 



• A //> flgnifics 124. paces, 
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having a clear head, acquiefced in the demon- 
ftrations produced by Confutfee's difciple, and then 
returned to the difpute in thefe terms. 

Bam. If God does not de.ceive us by the medium 
ofourfenfes, as I thought; you muft own, however; 
that phyficians always cheat children for their good ; 
they will tell them they are giving them fugar, 
when, at the fame time, it is rhubarb, fo that I, . 
as a Fakir, may deceive the people, they having 
no more knowledge or underftanding than children. 

Ou. I have two fons, and never have I deceived 
them. When they are fick, I fay to them this phy- 
fic is very bitter, but you muft plpck up a good 
heart and take it, the more bitter the more good ' 
will it do you ; were it fweet it would hurt you : 
I never allowed their governefles or preceptors to 
frighten them with ghofts and apparitions, with 
hobgoblins and wizards : and thus they are grown 
up to be brave and fenfible young men. ^^ 

Bam. The common people are not born with the 
like happy talents and difpofitions as your family. 

Ou. All men are alike, they are born with 
the fame propenfities 5 it is the Fakirs who vitiate 
human nature. 

Bam. We do teach them errors, I own, but it 
is for their good ; we make them believe that, if 
they do not buy'of our confecrated nails, or expi- 
ate their fins by giving us money, they will, in 
the next world, be poft-hbrfes, dogs, or lizzards. 
This terrifies them into goodnefs. 

Ou. Are you not aware that this is perverting 
the poor people ? Reafoning is not fo fcarce among, 
them as is imagined ; there are great numbers 
who refleft ; who laugh at your nails, your mira- 
cles, your fuperftitions ; and who know better than 
their being changed into lizzards or poft-horfes. 
What is the confcquence ? They have fenfe to fee 

that 
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that you preach up a fophifticated religion, but not 
enough to raife themfelves to a pure religion, free 
from fuperftition and folly fuch as ours. Their 
paffions lead them to believe there is nothing in 
religion ; the only religion taught them being 
manifeftly ridiculous ; and thus you Ihare in all 
the guilt into which they plunge themfelves. 

Bam. Not in the leaft ; for we only teach them 
a good morality. 

Ou. You would getyourfclf ftoncd to death were 
you to preach a falfe morality; men are of fuch a 
make that amidft all their iniquity they will not bear 
the preaching of it to th^ m : but abfurd fables (hould 
not be intermixed with good morality ; for thus, by 
your impoftures, which might as well be fuppreflf- 
cd, you weaken that morality, which, for felf-pre- 
fer vation, you are obliged to teach. 

Bam. How I do you imagine there is any fuch 
thing as teaching truth to the people without cal- 
ling in .fables ? 

Ou. To be fure I do. Our literati are of the 
fame texture as our taylors, weavers and farmers. 
T|iey worlhip one God, the creator of all things, 
ivho rewards and puni0ies ; their religion is noc 
darkened with abfurd fyftems, nor disfigured 
with fantaftical ceremonies ; and much lefs wjck- 
cdnefs is there among the literati than among the 
commoiT people. Wherefore then do you not con- 
dcfcend to inftrudt our artificers as we inftrudt our 
literati ? 

Bam. That would be idle indeed, ks if they 
yrere to have all the good breeding and knowledge 
of a copnfellor ; that is neither poffible nor pro- 
per. White bread for mafters j and brown brea4 
will go down with fervants. 

Ou. All men, I own, Ihould not have an equal 
^ock of knowledges but Dme points there are ne- 

ceffary 
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celTary to all: it is neceflary that all men Ihould 
be juft ; and the fureft method to make men fo, 
is to teach them pure religion, without any fuper- 
Ilitions. 

Bam. a fpccious fcheme, only imprafticable. 
Think you that for men to believe a rewarding and 
puniftiing God, will do the bufinefs? You fay that 
the fcnfible part of the people are offended at my 
fables ; and as little will they digeft your bare truths ; 
they will fay, how am I certain that God puniflies 
and rewards ? Your proofs ? Where is your mif- 
lion ? What miracles have you done for me to be- 
lieve you ? It is you theylwill flout at, and not me. 

Ou. There lies your miftake. Becaufe they 
rejeft dangerous abfurdities, andfiftions (hocking 
to common fenfe, you fancy they will not admit a 
doftrine highly probable, conducive t6 virtue, pro- 
dudlive of the greateft benefit to all mankind, 
and perfedly confonant with human reafon ? 

The people are thoroughly inclined to refer to 
their magiftrates : when the belief recommended 
by thefe is rational, they readily clofe with it. Mi- 
racles are not neccffary to inforce a belief of a juft' 
God, to whom all hearts are open ^ the idea is too 
natural to be long oppofed. To tell precifcly 
how, and in what manner, God will punMh and re- 
ward is out of the queftion. Believe him jufl^, and 
that's enough ; I aflure you I have feen whole ci- 
ties with fcarce any other tenet, and no where have 
I obfcrved fo much virtue. 

Bam. Fair aqd foftly : thofc fame cities fwarm 
with philofophers, who deny both rewards and pu- 
nifhments, 

Ou. You muft withal own that thofe philofo- 
phers will much more peremptorily deny, your in- 
ventions, fo that makes but littb on your fide. 
As for philofophers. differing from rjiy principles, 

they 
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they may ftill be good men, ftill as fedulous in 
the cultivation of virtue, which is to be embraced 
from love, and not out of fear. But I aver that no 
philofopher can ever be affured that Providence has 
not in ftore puniftiments for the wicked, and re- 
compences for the good ; for (hould they afk me ; 
who told me that God punifhes ? my anfwer is, 
who told them that God does not punifli? In 
fliort, the philofopher, I dare fay, inftead of op- 
pofing me would fecond me. Are you inclined to 
be a philofopher ? 

Bam. Very much fo; but not a ward of it to 
the Faquirs. 



FRIENDSHIP. 

FRIENDSHIP is a tacit contraft betweert 
two fcnfible and virtuous peifons, I fay sen- 
sible ; for a monk, a hermit, may not be wicked, 
yet live a ftranger to friendfhip. I add vijiTuotJS, 
for the wicked have only accomplices, the voluptu- 
ous have companions, the defigning have aflbciates, 
the men of bufinefs have partners, the politfcianis 
form a faftious band; the bulk of idle men, have 
conaeiflions, princes h^e courtiers : but virtuous 
men alone have friends. Cethcgus was Cataline's. 
accomplice, and Mecenas was Odlavius's courtifer 5 
but Cicero was Atticus's frfend. 

What is. implied in this contraft between two 
tender and ingenuous fouls ? Its obligations are 
ftronger and weaker, according to their degree of 
Jenfhbility, and the number of good offices per- 
formed, &c. 

The enthufiafm'of fricndfhip was ftronger among 
the Greeks and Arabs than among us. • The tales 
on fricndlhip compofcd by thofe people arc admira- 

ble: 
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ble : we have nothing like them -, in every thing 
we are fomewhat dry and jejune. ^ 

Among the Greeks friendfliip was a point of re- 
ligion, and an objeftofthe IcgiQation. The Thc- 
bans had a regiment called the regiment of lovers, 
and a fine regiment I dare fay it was ; fome have 
miflraken it for a regiment of sodomites^, but this 
is a grofs error, taking an acceflbry for the princi- 
pal. Among the Greeks friendftiip was recom- 
itiended both by the law and religion. Unhappi- 
ly their manners allowed of pederafty; but the law 
is not to be charged with any (hameful abufes. 

G L O R Y. (X) 

BEN-AL-BETIF that worthy fuperior of the 
Dervifes, one day faid to them : Brethren, 
it is very fit, that you fhould often ufe that facred 
form in our Koran, " in the name of the moft merci- 
ful God," for God flieweth mercy, and you learn to 
praftife it by the frequent repetition of words, re- 
commending a virtue, without which there would 
be few people remaining on earth : bnt, brethren, 
far be it from you to imitate the prefumption of 
. thofe, who are continually boafting, that what they 
do is for the glory of God. When a raw fcholar 



(X) There is a good deal of quibble in this article. If by 
Glory our author means addition of real power or greatnefs, 
it is certain, that the creature can make no fuch addition to 
the Creator. But this fhould not hinder us from exprcflino- 
GUP gratitude for the favours received of the Supreme. Thjs 
we are taught to do in fundry parts of fcripture: thus the 
multitude of the heavenly hoft praifed God, fayaig. Glory 
to God in the higheft. To deny the propriety of giving 
glory to God in this fenfe betrays an ingratitude in man, and 
Itrikes at all external worfhip. 

main- 
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maintains a thefis on the Categories before fome 
furred ignoramus of a prefident, he is fure to 
write in large charafters at the head of his thefis : 
Ek allha abron doxa, " Ad majorem Dei gloriam." 
So a devout muffulman, having caufed his faloon to 
be white-wafhed, muft have the like folly engraved 
over his door-, a Saka likewife carries water to pro- 
mote God's glory. This is a devout praftice of a 
profane cuftom. What would you faty of a pitiful 
Chiaoux, who, when emptying our Sultan's dofe- 
ftool fhould bawl out, To the greater glory of our 
invincible monarch ? Now certainly the difference 
is greater between the Sultan and God, than be- 
tween the pitiful Chiaoux and the fublime Sultan. 

Ye poor earth-worms, called men,what have you 
in common with the glory of the infinite effence ? 
can he defire glory, can he receive any from you? 
Can he enjoy it ? How long, ye two-legged fea- 
therlefs animals, will you make God in your like- 
ncfs ! being your felves vain and fond of glo- 
ry, God muft needs be fo too ! Were there feveral 
Gods, each of them would be defirous of the ap- 
plaufe of his equals, and in that would confift 
the glory of a God. If infinite grandeur might be 
brought i/ito a comparifon with the extremity of 
meannefs, fuch a God would be like king Alexan- 
der or Scander, who would enter the lift againft 
kings only : but you,' poor creatures, what glory 
can you give to God ? Forbear any longer to pro- 
fane his lacred name. An emperor, named Ofla- 
vius Auguftus, ordered no panegyrics to be made 
on him in the fchoolsof Rome, that his name might 
not be debafed. But you can neither debafe, nor 
exalt the Supreme Being. Proftrate yourfclves, 
and worfhip in filence. 

Thus fpoke Ben-al-betif, and the Dervifes fhout- 
cd. Glory to God ! well has Ben-al-betif ft)oken. 

G O D. 
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GOD. 

IN the reign of Arcadius, Logomacos, a thed- 
loguedf Conftantinople, went into Scythia, and 
(topped at the foot of mount Caiicafus in the fer^- 
tilc plains of Zephirim, bordering on Colchis. 
The good old man Dondindac was, after a lighc 
•repaft; kneeling in his large hall between his vaft 
iheepfold and his ample barn, with his wife, his 
five fens and five daughters, fome of his kin- 
tired and his domeftics, all chantrhg the praifes of 
the bounteous giver of all good things. Ho! what 
art thou about, idolater, faid Logomacos to him ? 
I am no idokter, faid Dohdinddc. An idolater 
thou, mud be, (aid Logomacos, as being a Scy- 
thian, or at leaft no Greek. Well, and what waft 
thou gabbling in thy Scythian jargon ? All lan- 
guages are alike in God's ear, ahfwered the Scy- 
thian ; we were finging his ptaifes. Very extraor- 
dinary indeed, replied the theologue, a Scythian 
family worlhipping God. without any previous in* 
ftruftion from us! He foon entered into a conver- 
fation with Dondindac, for the theologue had a 
fmattering of the Scythian, and the other under- 
ftood a little Greek. This convcffation is lately 
come to light in a manufcript kept in the Imperial 
library at Conftantinople. 

Log. I will fee whether thou knoweft thy cate- 
Chifm J why prayeft thou to God ? 

Don. ' Bccaufe it is juft and proper to worfliip the 
Supreme Being, as-of him we hold all we have. 

Log. Pretty well for a barbarian : and what aflc- 
cft thou of him ? 

Don. I thank God for the good things he gives 
me, and even for the crofles with which he tries 

M mee 
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' me. But as for afking him any thing, that's what 
1 never prefume to do ; he knows what we ftana 
in need of better thsui ourfelves} belides, I (hbuld 
be afraid to aflc for fun-ihine, When rain would 
better fuit my neighbour. 

Loo. Ah I I apprehended wc fliotild foon have 
fome nonfenfe or other from him. Let us take a' 
retrofpcft of things: who toM thee th'crc hd 
God ? 

Don. All nature; ., ' 

Log. That's nothing ; what idea hail thou of 
God ? 

Don. That he is. my creator, my matter, who' 
will reward nte if I do well, and punifh me if I do' 
i'mifs. 

Loo. That is but trfvial arid low; let us come 
to the eflcntiaK Is God infinite " fedundam quid/* 
or in his efTence ^ 

Don. r don't linderftahd yo«. 

Loo. Stuj^id dolt I is God in a platc,^^ or ou^ 
of all place, or is he every where ? 

Don. I know nothing of that ^ it may bejuft 
as you plcale. 

Log. Ignorant wretch f. Well'; can he make' 
what has been not to have been, ot that a ftick' 
fliall not have two ends .^ is futurity to him as fu- 
ture or as prefent ? How does he do to bring no- 
thing into exiftence, and to annihilate exiftence ? 
' Don. r never beftow a thought on thofe things. 

Log. What an oaf is this 1 well, Ot miSft Jet my-' 
felf down, I muft fuit rhyfelf to the meannefs of 
his inteileds. Tell me, frknd, bclieveft thou' 
that matter can be eternal? 

Don. What is it to me whethfer it exifts from- 
eternity or not ?^ I did not exift fronpi eternity. God 
k always my matter and inftrudtor. He has givca' 
mc the knowledge of juftice, and it is my duty tor 
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a^ atcbrdingly; I do not defire to be a philofo* 
jpher, let me be a min. 

Log. What a plague it is to have to do with 
fuch thick-headed creatures. I muft proceed gri*. 
dually with him ? What is God } 

Don. My fovtf reign, my judge, my father. 

Log. That's not what I aJDk you 5 what is his 
haturc? • ' 

Don. To be powerful and good. 

Log. BiK whether is he corporeal or fpiritual t 

Don. How (hould I know; , 

Log. What ! not know what a fpirit is 1 

Don; Not I in the leaft, and what (hould I be 
the better for fuch' knowledge ? Wrll it mend mf 
morals^ make me a better htifband^ a better fa-*^ 
ther, better mafter^ or better member of fociety ? 

Loo. A iliari niiift be abfolutely taught what d 
fpirit is, fince it is, it is, it is -J^—^— well, we*witt 
let that alone till another time* 

Don. I fancyi inftead of being able to tell ti\6 
what it is, you will rather tell me wha:t it is not«' 
But after lb much queftionitig, may I take the , 
Jreedom to afk you a queftion ? 1 waS formerly 
In one of your temples, and why do you paint God 
with a long beard ? . ^ 

' .Loo. That *rs a very abftrufe queftion* aftd the' 
' folution of which would be above your comprchen* 
lion, without fome preliminary jnftruftionsi 

DoN.Before you enter on your inftrudtions,! muft 
tell you a circomftance, which I hbpe never to for-» • 
get. 1* had jufl: built a funHner-houfe at the end 
of my garden • and one day fitting in it* heard a 
iiiole arid a chafer defcanting oh ic * A fuperb edi-" 
fice it certainly is, faid the mole, and of very gr*eat 
parts muft tha,t mole have been who built ir- A 
mole forfcloth ! 1 fay a mole too! quoth the chaf- 
er > the architeft of that pretty building could be . 

Ma ixQ 
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no other than fbme chafer of an extraordinary ge« 
nius This colloquy put me on a refolution never 
to difpute. 

GOVERNMENTS, 
Which the bed? 

I Never yet knew any man who had not governed 
fome ftate or other. I do not fpeak of their 
High MightinefTes the minifters, who govern in 
reality, fome two or three years, others fix months, 
and others as many weeks ; I mean all other men, 
who over a bottle, or in their clofet, difplay their 
fyftem of government, and reform navy, army, 
law» finances, and church. 

Abbe Bourzeis took upon himfelf to govern 
France about the year 1645 under the name of car- 
dinal Richelieu, and compofed that Political Will, 
in which he is for having the nobility enrolled in the 
cavalry for three years ; the land tax to be paid to 
the chambers of accounts and the parliament, and 
taking away from the king the produce of the fait* 
tax: in order to take the field with 505000 men, 
he makes it a point of oeconomy to raife 100,000. 
He affirms, that " Provence alone has many more 
*f fine fea- ports than Spain and Italy put together.** 
. This ecclefiaftical fchemcr had not travelled. Be- 
fides, his work fwarms with anachronifms and er- 
rors. As he makes cardinal Richelieu fpeak what he 
never did fpeak, fo his fignature is no lefs difi^erent 
from that of the cardinal. Farther, he fills a whole 
chapter with faying, that " reafon is to be the rule 
** of a ftate ;'* and in labouring to prove fuch a not- 
able difcovcry. This work of darknefs, this bantling 
of the abbe Bourzeis pafied a long time for cardinal 
Richelieu's legitimate oflrspring, and all the acade- 
micians ' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DICTIONARY. 155 

inicians in their inauguratioo fpeeches never failed 
to pour forth the moft exceflive elogiums on thi^ 
mafter^iece of policy* 

One St. Gratien de Courtits^ feeing the great 
fuccefs of cardinal Richelieu's Political Legacy, fcU 
to writing Colbert's Legacy, with a fine letter tQ 
the king: whereas had that minifter drawn up fuch 
will, he ought to have been declared nqn compos i 
yet have fome authors thought fit to quote thi« 
compofition. Another ftarveling, too mean to ht 
known, publiftied Louvois's Wil!,^ which, if fuch a 
thing could be, was ftill wbrfe than Colbert's } and 
by the fertile brain of one aljbe dc Chevremont, 
dpke Charles of Lorrain likewifc had his Will. We 
have alfo had the political ceftaments of cardinal 
Alberoni, marlhal Belleifle^ and laftly, that of Man« 
drin. 

M. de Boifguilebert, author of /< Detail de 
la France^ printed in 1695, troubled the pub- 
lic with the impracticable projedt of the regal 
tenths, under the name of marihal Yauban. 

One Jonchere, a crazy fellow who had not bread 
to eat, met with a bookfeller who publifhed a fcheme 
of his on the finances in four volumes ; and fome 
blockheads have quoted this produ6tionasaworkof 
the treafurer^-general, on a notion that a book of fi*» 
nances.writtcn by atreafurer,muft be a choice piece. 

It muft, however, be owned that very wife men, 
and men perhaps every way qualified for govern- 
ment, have in France, in Spain, and in Englandji 
written on political adminiftration. And great good 
have their books done s not that they have amend-^ 
ed the minifters who were in place when thofe 
books came out ; for a minifter never amend&,ther^ 
is no changing him ; he has taken his bent; and for 
informations and counfels, the flream of bufinefd 
carries hmi away fo as not leave leifure to liften to 
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them : but young pcrfons defigned for employ-r 
tnents, and prince^ themfelves are inftrqded by 
thefe good books j ^nd thus the fecpnd generation- 
reaps the benefit of them. 

The advantages and difadvantagesof all govern- 
rnents have oflate been clofcly canvafled. Now you 
who have travelled, and read, and feen a great deal^ 
pray, in which (late, and under what form of go- 
vernment would you chufe to be born I I fancy 
a French nobleman with a large landed eftate 
would not be forry to have been born in Germa- 
ny, as there, indeed of being a fuBjeft, he would 
be a fovej-eign. A peer of France doubtlefs would 
be very glad to have the privileges of the Englifh 
peerage, as raifing him to a ftiare in the legiflature. 

For the lawyer and the financier, France is the 
country which of all others brings the moft grift 
to their mill. 

But what country would a wife man, of a free 
turn of mind, unprejudiced, and of a middling^ 
fortune, make choice of? 
- A member of the council of Pondicherry, a 

fentlemap of fome learning, was returning intq 
lurope over land, in company with a Bramin, who 
knew more than nnoft of his brethren. How do| 
you like the Grand Mogul's government, faid the 
counfelloi" ? Nothing more abominable, anfwered 
the Bramin 5 but how can a ftate be well govern- 
ed by Tartars ? If our Rayas, our Qmrahs, our 
Nabobs, are entirely fatisfied and eafy 5 it is other-r 
wife with the people, and millions of people arc 
fomcthing. 

The counfejlorand the Bramin traverfed all Ud- 
per AGa, amidft political converfations. An ob- 
fervation occurs t6 me, faid the Bramin, that 2il\ 
this vaft part of the world does not afford one re- 
public. Here was, antiently, thatofTyre^ faid 
7 the 
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the counfelior, but it did not contmuc long : then 
;here was atioeher towards Arabia Pctrea, in a 
fmall nook called Palcftine, if the honourable ap- 
pellatien of republic may be given joa tribe of rob^ 
bers and ufurers, fomctimes governed by judges, 
fometimes by a fort ©f king$, fometimes by high- 
prieils, fubdued and enflaved fcven or eight times^ 
knd, at laft, driven out of the country which it 
Jiad ufurped. 

I apprehend, faid the Brarriin, that republics are 
very fcarce in all parts ; it is but feldooi that men 
deferve to govern themfelves. This happinefs muft 
belong only tq fmall nations, concealing themfelves 
in iflands, or amidft mountains, like rabbits {hun«« 
iiing carnivorqus beafts, but at length difcoverecl 
gnd devoured. ^ 

The two ^:raveUers being come into Afia Mitior^ 
^he counfelior faid to the Bramin, Could you think 
there had ever been a republic in a corner of Ijalfi 
which fubfiftcd above five hundred years, and niade 
itfelf miftrefs of this Afia Minor, Afia, Afriea, 
preece,' the Gauls, Spain, and all Italy I I dj^re 
fay, it' foon became chaaged to a monarchy, faid 
^hc Bramin. Very right, faid the other ; but that 
monarchy is long fince come to nothing, and every 
day fine differts^cions are compofed to find out the 
caufcs of its declenfion and cataftrophe. You give 
yourfclves ^ deal of needlefs trouble, faid the In- 
dian; that empire^ feli becaufe it exifted: cve^ 
ry thing will fall-, I hope iiii God the empire of the 
great mOgul will one day have its fall. 

Now we are upon this head, faid the European, 
do you think honour is mofl: necefifary in a mqnar-* 
^by, and virtue in a republic? The Indian, after 
the meaning of the word honour had, at his de- 
fire, been explained to him, anfwered that honour 
was of greater neceffity in a republic and virtue 
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in a monarchy : For, fays he, a man who fcts up 
%Q be chofen by the people will not be chofen, if he 
be reputed a man ot no honour ; whereas at court 
he may eafily infinuate himfelf into a poft, accord- 
ing to the maxim of a great prince, that a courtier 
to make his fortune fliould be without honour or 
pride. As to virtue, an immenfe deal of it is requi- 
^te to dare fpcak truth at court ; a virtuous man 
is much more ateafe in a republic j there's nobody 
fo flatter. 

Is it your opinion^ faid the native of Eu- 
rope, that the laws and religions are made for the 
climates, 4§ furs fuit Mofcow, and gauze ftuffs 
DcUy ? To be fure, faid the Bramin, all Jaws relative 
to the human conftitution are calculated for the 
climate where one lives ; one wife will do for a 
German, a Pcrfian muft have three or four. 

It is the fame with religious rites. Were I 
Z Chrift an, how could I fay mafs in my province, 
which affords neither bread nor wine? As to 
articles of faith, that's, another cale ; in thefe the 
climate is out of the queftion. Did not your re-^ 
]igion commence in Afia, from whence it has 
been expelled? and again, is it not eftabliihed 
about the Baltic Sea,where it was once unknown? 

In what ftate, under what government fhould 
you like beft to live ? faid the counfellor. Any 
where but in my own cou.ntry, faid his companion ; 
ind many Siamefe,Tunquinefe, Perfians, and Turks 
liave I met with, who faid the very fame thing. But 
fell me, in what particular ftale you would prefer- 
ably like to fpend your days. ^ The Bramin anfwer- 
ed, In that where obedience is paid only to the 
laws. That's an old anfwer, faid the counirllor*. 
And never the worfe for that, faid the Bramin. 
But where is that country, faid the Pondicherrian I 
It muft be fought for, faid the Bxamin. 

GRACE, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DICTIONARY, i$^ 



GRACE. 

YE facrcd counfellors of modern Rome, ye 
illuftrious and infallible theologifts, no per- 
fon has more refped for your ^ecifions than 
myfelf; buc were Paulus Emilius, Scipio, Caco, 
Cicero, Casfar, Titus, Trajan, gnd Marcus Au- 
relius to revifijt that Rome which they formerly 
. raifed to fome confideration, you muft own they 
would be a little daggered at your ddcerminations 
concerning grace. What would they fay to your de- 
bates on St. Thomas's grace of health, on Cajetan's 
medicinal grace, on external and internal grace, on 
gratuitous, fandtifying, adtual, habitual, co- operat- 
ing grace, on efieftual grace which is fomctimes in- 
effedual, on fufHcient grace often infufficient, on 
yerfatile and congruous grace; (incerely, would 
they undcrftand it more than yourfelves or I ? 

Thofe illuftrious perfonages would be quite at a 
lofs without, your fublime inftrudlions : I think I 
hear them fay, 

Reviprend fathers, yop ^re ftupendous fceniufes; 
we foblilhly conceived the eternal Being'never to 
be guided by particular laws like mean mortals, 
but by his own general laws, eternal like himfelf. 
It never came into any of our heads that God was 
like a brain-fick mafler, giving a comfortable farm 
JO one flav^, and denying ncceffary food to aoo^ 
ther ; ordering one Qave without a hand to knead 
dough, a dumb flave to repd to him^ and a crip-* 
pie to be his courier. 

Every thing from God is grace : by his grace 
the globe which we dwell it\ was formed; by his 
grace the trees grow, and animals are nourifhed: 
[?ut i/ii wolf finds Zt lamb in his way to make a good 

mca^ 
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meal of, and another wolf is famifhing, will anj^ 
one fay that God has (hewn particular gr^ce to the; 
former wolf? has he by a preventing grace been 
bufied in caufing one oak to grow preferably to 
another oak» which has withered for want of fap?! 
|f all beings throughout all nature arc fubjeft to 
general laws, h6w can any.fingle fpecies of crea* 
tures be exempt from thofe laws ? 

Why ihould tj^e abfolute matter of all have fceen 
inofe intent on difpofiog the infidc of one man 
.alone (Y), ' than in condufting all the othirt- parts 
of nature i From What humour or ficklencfs 

(Y) Our author may te right in ridicvling th^ opinions of 
fchoolmen concerning grace, as they abound in ^antaflical 
niceties altogether unintelligible.' But whatever Marcus Au- 
relius may fay, a Chriftiari is* bound to believe that without the 
grace of God by CKrift, "we have no power to do good 
works, pleafant and acceptable to the Deity. As to the' 
above queftion. Why fhould ibjfi abfolute mafter of all have 
been more intent on diipofmg ^e iniide of one man alone; 
than in conducting all the other parts of nature ? it fhews our 
author to be ignorant of the dodrine of continual providence^ 
as he indeed is of many other found do6h-ines. 'The infinite- 
ly wife Being cannot but know every thing that' is done in 
every part of theuniverfe, and with equal eafe take notice o( 
the minuteft things as of the greatefl; : but it is a miftake to] 
believe him more intent upon one thing than upon another;/ 
and it is only according to Qur weak conceptions that we fay,,- 
God takes more particular notice of the mt)rkl adions of hi^' 
rational creatures. M. Voltaire labours very hard on all occa-' 
iions to reprefent man as ' a vile worm unworthy of the 
care of the Deity, not reflecting that fuch a care is attended, 
with no difficulty in the fupreme creator of all things. ^ Be-' 
fides, how inconiiderable foever man may be, yet he is the] 
chief, and indeed, the only inhabitant, for whofe fake our 
earthly globe was formed into a habitable world ; and tlis 
earth of ours, as Dr. Clarke obferves, for aught we knowj^ 
IS as coniiderable, and worthy of the divine care, ^ as any 
other part of the fyftem, and this fyftem as confiderable a$ 
any other fyftem in the univerib. 

fhould 
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Chould he make any alteratioa in the heart pf Z: 
Courlander or' a Bifcayan, when he is feen not ta. 
make the U^^ alteration in the laws, which he has 
imprefled on all the heavenly bodies ? 

How weak is ic to fuppofe that he is contin]ua)Iy 
making, gninaking, and recpaking fentiments ii| 
us ! and what prefumption is it to think ourfelve^ 
privileged above all other beings ! farther, it is QOiy 
for thofe who obferve confeffion that all thefe mUr 
rations are invented. A Savoyard or native of Ber-s 
gamo (hall, on Monday, have the grace to beftow 
tvvelve fous to have a mafs faid; on Tucfday graca 
will fail him, and he will go to the tavern ; on 
Wedncfday he Ihall have co-operating grace, whieh 
will fend him away to confeffion, but without the 
eHicacibos grace of perfeA contrition ^ Tburfdayit 
will b0 a fufficient grace,- which will prove infufficH 
ent. God fhall be coiitinually ac work in. the 
head of this Savoyard, fometimcs forcibly, other 
times weakly, without minding any other thing 
upon earth, without caring what becomes of the 
infide of the Indians and Chinefe. Really, my re- 
verend fathers, if you have a fpark of reafon lefc^ 
does not this fyftem appear to you prodigicfufly ri« 
diculous ? 

Wretches, behold that oak towering to the 
clouds, look down on that ru(h bending at it9 
feet; you will not fay that efficacious grace has! 
been given to the oak, and denied to the rufli. 
Lift up' your eyes to the heavens, fee the eternal 
Demiurgus creating millions of worlds, all gravis 
tating towards each other by gencsral and eternal 
laws. Behold the fa^ie light rcfledled from the^ 
fun to Saturn, and from Saturn to us ; and amidft 
this harmony of fo many luminous bodies in a 
couffe amazingly rapid, amidft this general obedi- 
ence of ail nature, I d^fy ypu. to believe th^t Gad! 

minds 
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minds giving a verfatile grace to lifter Therefa, and 
a conconlitant grace to fifter Agnes. 

Thou atom, to wbom a ftupid atom has faid 
that the Eternal has particular laws for fomc atoms 
in thy neighbourhood ithat he gives his grace to 
this, and refufes it to that ; and that which has not 
grace to day (hall have it to morrow •, never let 
fuch impious folly come from thy lips. God has 
created the univerfe, and does not concern himfelf 
about making new winds to Ihake fome bits of 
ftraw in a corner of that univcrfe, Theologills 
arc like Homer's warriors, who thought that the 
gods fometimes fought on their fide, and ibme- 
times againft them. Homer, is to be confidered 
as a poet, otherwife we make him a blafphemer. 

Thefe are Marcus Aurelius's words, not mine^ 
for God, who infpires you, has given me grace to 
believe all you fay, all you have faid, and all you 
ftallfay. 



The HEAVENS (Z), 
Or Sky, according to the Antients. 

A Silk worm" might, as well give the name of 
heaven to the little down which furrounda 
Its ihell, as the antients gave that appellation to 

the 



(Z) In this article our author diiplays ibme erudition,, 
h(Ut he is itery reprehenfible, when he fays, " There is pro- 
periy no heaven." By heaven we mean not the air, nor the 
i^rs nor planets, nor the vaft expanfe in which thofe great orbs 
perform their motions, but the feat or maniion of the blef. 
fed. Where that is we cannot pretend to determine, but we 
ve bound to believe there is fuch a place. In this fcnfe we 
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the atmofphere, which, as M. FontcncUe in his 
f^lurality of Worlds, prettily fays, is the doWn of 
our ihell. 

The vapours which exhale from our fea$ and 
land, and form clouds, meteors, and thunder, 
were at firft taken for the refidence of the gods. 
Homer always brings down the deities in goldea 
clouds ; and thence it is that our painters ftill 
reprcfent them feated on a cloud : but it being 
very proper that the matter of the gods fhould 
live in greater ftate than the others, he was pro- 
vided with an eagle to carry him, the eagle flying 
higher than any other bird. * 

The antient Greeks feeing that princc& liv- 
ed in citadels built on the top of fome mountain, 
conceived that the gods might likewife have their 
citadel, and placed it in XheiTaliaon mount Olym- 
pus, the fummit of which is fometimcs hid in 
the clouds, fo that their palace was even with their 
heaven. 

Afterwards the ftars and planets which feemed 
fixed to the azure arch of our atmofphere, became 
the manfion of deities ; feven of whom had their 
refpeftive planet, the others taking up with what 
quarter they could find; the general council of th^ 
gods was held in a large f^loon, to which they 
went by the milky way •, for men having council* 
diambers on earth, the gods, to be fure, Ihould 
have one in the heavens. 



fay, ** Ourfiither,who art in heaven." To fay abfolutely there 
is no heaven, fubverts the notion of a, future ftate, and the 
coniblation of the juft from the expedlation of eternal happi-- 
neis. This our author cannot intend, as in more places 
than one he acknowledges a place of future rewards and pu- 
nHfaments. 

8 When 
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When thcTitansi a kind of creatures between tfie 
gods and men, declared war, and not without fome 
grounds againft thofc deities, to recover part of their 
kiheritance, (being oti the father's fide the fohs of 
Coelum and Terfa,) they only heaped two or three 
mountains one on the other, concluding^ that 
ikrould be full enough for them to reduce the citi- 
del of Olympils, together With the heavens^ 

Neve forct tcrris fecurior arduiis sether, 
AffeAlfle feruiit regnum ccelefte gigantes, 
Altaque congeftbs ftruxifle ad'fldera montes. 

This abfurdfyfteni df phyfics was of prodigious 
mtiquTty$ yet certain it is, that the Chaldeans had 
is juft ideas of what is called the heavens as wc 
durlrlves. They placed the fun iri the centre of our' 
planetary world, and nearly at the fame diftance'wiei 
have found it to be ; and they held the revolutioii* 
of the earthy and of all the planets round that bo- 
dy : this we are informed of by Arillarchus of 5a- 
inbs ; and it is the true fyft^m of the world, fince 
Revived by Copernicus; But the philofophers, to 
be the mdrfc rcfpefted by fovefeigris and people, or 
father to avbid being perfecutcd, kept the fecret td 
themfelves. 

The language of errbris'fo familiar to menV that 
we ftill give the naitie of heaveris to our vapour§^' 
and to the fpace between the earth and moon : vf6 
fay to go up to heaven, as we fay the fun turnJ. 
tbund, though we know it does not ; probalbly we 
arc' the heaven to the moon, and evefy planet 
makes the netghbouting: planet its heaven* Had* 
Honaer been afkcd to which heaven the foul of Saf- 
pedo went*, and where tharof Hercules was, ffte 
poet would have been a little puzzled, and elucJed 
the Qucftion by fome harmonious vcrfcs, 

Wh« 
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. What certainty was there that the aerial foul of 
Hercules would have had i better time of it in Ve- 
nus, or Saturn, than On our globe ? it is not to be 
fuppofed that its refidencc was appdinted in the 
fun ; the place would have been too hot, Afrcr al^ 
what did die antients meaa by the heavens ? They 
knew nothing of the matter; they were perpetually 
bawling heaven and eXrth, which is juft as mucH 
as to cry infinitude and. an atom* Proj^rly fpeak- 
ing, there is no fuch thing as the heavens $ there isl 
a prodigious number of vaft globes rolling in the 
toid expahfe, and our globe rolls like the others^ 

The antients thought that the wa;y to the hea-. 
vens^ was by afcenc : no fuch thing; tfa6 celeftial 
globes are fometimes above ourhbrizoh, and fonie^ 
tinaes below : thus, fuppoling Venus was return- 
ing* from Paphos to her planet after itsf fetting^' 
the goddefs, rclativelj^ to our horizon,- inftcad of 
going up wentdow/i ; and in fuch a cafe vft ought 
to fay to go' down to heaven^ But the antients were 4 
not (ohice) their notions in ev^ry thing telatrng tof 
natural philofophy Wefe vague, uncertain^ and 
tontradidory. Immenfe volumes have been writ* 
ten to know what their opinion was on manf fuch 
queftions ; whereas five words would hare done^ 
•'. they never thought of it/* 

Here, however, we muft except a few wile 
i^en ; but they came late: few opened their mihdi 
freely, and thofe who did^ the empyrics on earth 
took care to difpatch them to heaven the Ihorteft 
Way.' 

A writer, I think hia name is Pluche, has pre- 
tended to make Mofesa great natural philofophcr j 
another before him, in a piece called Ganefius Ma- 
2ai2ans had reconciled Mofes with Defcartes. Ac- 
cording to him, Mofcs firft found out the vor- 
tices and the fabtik matter > but it is well known 

thfrt 
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that God meant Mofes for a great legidator and a 
great prophet, and not for a profcffor of phyfics 5 
he inftruftcd the Jews in their duty, and not a 
word in philofophy. Calmer, who has compiled a 
vaft 'deal, and nfever once refledl'ed, talks of the 
fyftem of the Hebrews ; but fo far was that rode 
people from having a fyftem, that they haxl not 
10 much as a geometry-fchool; the bare name was 
unknown to them, all they underftood was broker- 
age and ufury. 

In their books we meet with fome vague inco- 
lierent ideas on the llru£lure of the heavens, and 
fiich as (hew them to have been a dull illiterate 
people. . Their firft heaven was the air, the fc- 
cond the firmament, to which the ftars were faften-^ 
cd. This firmament was folid and of ice, and fup- 
ported the upper waters, which, at the time of the 
deluge, made their way out of this refer voir, thro* 
gates, fluices, andcatarads. 

Over this firmament, or thefe upper waters, was 
the third heaven or the Empyreum, to which St. 
Paul was caught up. The firmament was a kind 
of demi-arch round the earth. They little thought 
of the fun moving round a globe, whofc form 
they Were ignorant of. When it got to the weft, it 
had fome unknown , path for returning to the eaftj 
and as to its not being feen, baron Fenefte ac- 
counts for that, by faying it came back in the 
nighr. 

. Farther, thefe whimfical ideas the Hebrews 
had borrowed from other nations, of whom, ex* 
cept the Chaldean fchool, the greater part looked 
on the heavens as folid ^ the earth was fixed and 
immoveable, and by a third longer from eaft to 
weft than from fouth to north, whence are derived 
our geographical terms longitude and latitude. 
This opinion, it is evident, admitted no antipodes i 
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iccofcfitigly* St. Auftin calls the notion of intU 
{Kxles an abfurdity^;and LadantiusHatly fays, ^^Are 
*• there any fo fooliih as to believe there are men 
** whofb head is lower than their feet ?** 

St. Chryfoftom, in his fourteenth homily, calls 
out, " Where arc they who fay the heavens are 
•* moveable, and their form round ?*' 

Laftantius again fays, b. iii. of his Inftitutions^ 
** i could prove to you by a multitude of argii-* 
^* ments^ that it is impoflible the heavens fhouid 
•« cncompafs the eartht*' 

The author of Spedl^cle de la Nature is welcome 
to tell the chevalier over and over, that Laftan^ 
trus and Chryfoftom were eminent philofophers ; 
Kill it will be anfwered that they were great faints, 
wliich they may be without any acquaintance with 
tftronomy. We believe them to be in heaven, but 
own that in what part of the heavens they are wtf 
know not. . 



H E L L. 

WHEN rten came to live in fbclety, they 
could not but perceive, that many evil 
doers elcaped the fevferity of the laws i thefe could 
ftffeft only open crtmes ; fo that a curb was wanting 
againft clandeftine guilt, and religion alone could 
b^ fuch a curb. The PerGans, the Chaldeans, thd 
Egyptians, and the Greeks, introduced a belief of 
plmifbments after this life ^ and of all antient tiiti* 
otii we are acquainted with, the Jews alone ad- 
ihitted only temporal punifhments. It is ridicu* 
Idus tor believe, or to pretend to believe from fome 
very obfcure paffages, that the antienc JewIIh laws^ 
their Leviticus, and their Decalogues correfptond 
with the do£trine of future punilhmdnts ^ when the 

N author 
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author of thofe laws fays not a fingle word whicli; 
bears any relation to that doftrine. One might 
juftly fay to thc/ compiler of the Pentateuch : you 
are inconfiftent with yourfelf ; you have no more* 
judgment than probity; you a IcgiQatof, as you 
ftile yourfelf ! How! you confcious of a tenet, 
fo coercive, fo powerful, fo neccjHary to people , 
as that of hell, and yet not make it known, expli- 
citly, nor urge it ? and though received among all; 
the nations round about you, you leave fo momen- 
tous a do£trine to be guefTed at by fome commen- 
tators, who are not to come into cxi(lence till four 
thoufand years after your time, and willwreft and . 
diftortfome of your words to find in them what you 
never faid ? Either you are an ignoramus, who. 
don't know that this was the univcrfal belief in E- 
gypt Jn- Chaldea, apd Perfia ; or a very weak man, 
if being acquainted with this doftrine you did 
not make it the bafis of your religion. 

The very beft anfwer the authorsof the Jewifti laws 
could make, is this : we own ourfelves extremely ig- 
norant •, it was very late before we learned to write ; 
our people, a favage and barbarous tribe, which, 
by our own accounts, wandered for near half a. 
century amidft deferts, at, length by the moft 
heinous violences^ and the moft deteftable cruel- 
ties ever mentioned in hiftory, feized on a fnialL 
territory: we had no intercourfe with policed na-* 
tions i^ then how could we (the moft earthly mind- 
ed of all men) invent a fyftem entirely fpiritual? 

We ufed the word anfwering to soul only to 
fignify LIFE ; we thought God and his angels to 
be corporeal beings : the diftindion of foul and . 
body, the idea of a life after death, can be oiily the 
refult of long meditation, and refined philofophy. 
Afk the Hottentots and Negroes, whofe country is , 
a hiuiidred times larger than ours, whether they , 

know 
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know any thing of a future life f We thought we 
had done wonders in perfuading our people that 
God punifhcd evil-doers to the fourth generation* 
either by the leprofy, a fudden death, or the lofs of 
what little fubdance a perfon might have poiTefled^ 

To this apology, it may be replied : you have in- 
vented a fyftem palpably ridiculous } for the evilr 
doer, who was in health, and whofe family pro- ' 
fpered, muft neceffarily laugh at you. , 

The apologift of the Jewilh law would then re- 
join : that is your miftake; for among us where 
one delinquent reafoned rightly, a hundred did 
not rea,fon at all. He who on the commiflion of 
a crime, found no punifhment declaring itfelf 
againfthimnor his fon, ftill feared for his grand- 
fon. Farther, though to-day he had no putrid ulcer 
on him, to which by the by we were very fub- 
je6t, it was odds within fome years it happened, not 
to be his cafe •, no family is without misfortunes and 
affliftions, and we brought the people to believe 
that thcfe misfortunes were fent by a divine hand,' 
punilhing fecret tranfgrellions. 

This anfwer admits of an eafy reply : your ex- 
cufe will not hold water; for every day we fee 
very good people feized with ficknefs, and by one 
misfortune or other deprived of their fubftance; 
now if there be no family totally free froni all mis- 
fortunes, and if thefe misfortunes are divine chaf- 
tifements, all the individuals of your families were ^ 
then knaves and profligates. 

The JewiQi prieft might farther reply, that 
there are misfortunes annexed to human na« 
ture, and others fent exprefsly by God. But this 
rcafoner*s mouth might foon be ftopped, by (hew- 
ing the extreme abfurdity of thinking, that fick^ 
nefs and hail are fometimes a divine puni(hment, 
and fometimes a natural efieft. 

N2 At 
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.At length the Pharifecs and the Effencs among 
the Jcwi admitted the belief of a hell in their 
.way : This dogma the Greeks had already difle- 
minated among the Romans, and the Chriftians 
made it a capital article of faith. 

Several fathers of the church did ftot hold the 
eternity of hell tormentsj they thought it very hard 
that a poor man fliould be burning for ever and 
ever only for dealing a goat. Virgil might as well 
have held his tongue as to fay in his fixth canto in 
the Encid (A), 

Sedet asternumque fedebtt infelix Thefeus. 

His ifSE DIXIT, fhat Thefeus is featcd in a chair, 
where he muft fit world without end, and that 
this pofture is his punifhment,. is protefted againft 
by many ; who farther think the poet to have 
wronged him greatly, as rather defervrtrg a place 
in the Elyfian fields, than in Tartairus. 

Not long fince an honeft well meaning hugue^ 
not minifter advanced in his ftrmons, and even^ 
in print, that there would be a day of grace to the 
damned j that there muft be a proportion between 
the trefpafsandthe penalty ; and that a momentary 
fault could not defervt an everhfting punifhment. 
This clement judge was depofed by a body of mi^ 



(A) The wileftofthe heathen philofophers, without the* 
help of revelaHon^ did beliere it agreeable to right reafon^ thatr 
the puniihment of the incorrigible fhoBld be amvnii witii^ 
out any determinate or known end. See Plato in Phied. This^ 
hpwever, we may be certain of, hys the learned Dr. Clarke, that 
the degrees or intenfenef^ of the puniihment which (hall be' 
inflifted on the impenitent, will be exa6Uy proportionate to* 
their fins, as a recompence of their demerit, fo that no man; 
ihaU fuffer more than he has de&rvedi 

nifters. 
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ntft^rs, qf whom Me faid to hhn : Brothei*, I as 
little believe the eternity of hell torments as your- 
fclf 5 bat let me tell you it is very proper that your 
fery ant- maid, your tayior, aad evea your attorney 
Ihould believe fo. 

HISTORY 

Of the Kings of Judah and tiie Cfaromdes. 

(B) A I^L nations have written their hiftory, as 
x\l f^^o *s ^bey ^ver knew wh»t writing was % 
the Jews have alfo written theirs, Be^e they had 
kings thfy lived under a theocracy, wd were re*^ 
puted to be governed by God himfelf,. 

When the Jews ckmouired to have a king, like 
t^e otheir neighbouring natioos, tkti prophet Sa- 



(B) Under this article our author advances a ver^))old aiTerti* 
oi^, though with gr^at appeapance of diffidence, viz. that the 
books of Kings and the Chronicles, are not a part of Holy 
Writ. He i^ certaii^y mtftaken ; they were always reckoned 
both by Jews and Chriftians among the canonical books^ 
and therefore are of the fame weight as the other parts of 
S.cripture, of whofe divine authority the church never enter- 
tained any doubt. As for any contradi^ions between th^ 
books of Kings and Chronicles, it is a bare aflertion, unfup- 
ported by proof. There may be difftculties in regard to chro- 
nology, the folution of which the reader will find in the writ- 
ings of our learned expofitors. His arguments are fo weak 
as to deferve no ferious refutation ; for furcly the dhrine autho- 
rity of a hiftory does not iuppofe it to be a relation of divine 
a(tions,olharwire no hiiiorical part of fcripture whatever would 
be divine ; the actions of bad as well as good princes are re^ 
corded in Holy Writ, to the end that we make the former an 
objed of our abhorrence, the latter of our imitation. It is, 
therefore, a moft infolent concluiion to fay, that if the holy 
ipirit didlated this hiftory, he did not chufe a very edifying 
ibtjeft,. 

. N 3 When. 
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muel, whofe iutereft it was to exclude a regal gV 
vcrnment, declared to them, in the name of God» 
that it was God himfelf whom they were rejeft- 
ing. Thus the beginning of monarchy among the 
Jews was the period of their theocracy. 

It may be therefore faid without blaiphemy, that 
the hiftory of the Jewifii kings was written like 
that of other nations; and that God did not trou- 
ble iiimfelf to dictate the hiftory of a people whom 
he no longer governed. 

I'his opinion, however, is advanced with all 
poflfible miftruft and deference. What may be 
thought a confirmation of it is, that the Paralipo- 
menaor Chronicles, very often contradi6t the book 
of Kings both in the chronology and the events, 
as profane hiftories are known to difagree- Farther, 
if God continued to write the hiftory of the Jews, 
we arc of courfe to believe, that he ftill^\yritcs it; 
the. Jews being liill his favourite people. They arc 
one day to be converted, and, apparently they may 
as juftly look upon the hiftory of their difperfion to 
be of divine qompofitipn, as to fay that God wrote 
the hiftory of their kings. 

Another remark likewife offers itfelf : if God, af- 
ter having been their fole king for a very long time, 
condefcended to be their hiftorian, it becomes us to 
entertain the moft profound rcfpeft for all Jews 
univerfally ; the very meaneft Jewifli pedlar is in- 
finitely above Casfar- and Alexander. Shall we not 
proftrate ourfelves before an old cloath's man. who 
proves to you that his hiftory was written by the 
deity himfelf, whilft all the Greek and Roman hif- 
tories are but the produftions of profane pagans ? 

If the ftile of the hiftory of the book of Kings 
and Chronicles be divine, it does not neceffarily 
follow that the aftions related in thofe hiftories are 
alfo divine. David murders Uriah ^ IftDoftieth and 

Me- 
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Mephiboflieth are murdered; Abfalom murders 
Ammon; Joab murders Abfalom; Solomon mur- 
ders Adonijah, his brother; Baz^ murders Nabab; 
Zimri murders Ela; Hamri murders Zimri; Ahab 
murders Naboth; Jehu murders Ahab and Joramj 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem murder Amazlah, Jo- 
alh's fon ; Selom the fon of Jabes murders Za- 
chariah the fon of Jeroboam ; Manahaim mur-t 
ders Selom the fon of Jabes ; Phaceus the fori of 
RomeJi murders Phaceia the fop of Manahaim; 
'Holhea the fon of Ela murders Phaceus the fon of 
Romcli; with a multitude of other murders . of 
lefs note. Thus it muft be owned, if the holy fpi- 
rit did write this hiftory, he has not chofen a very 
edifying fubje^ft. 

IDOL, IDOLATER, IDOLATRY (C> 

IDOL comes from the Greek uj^o^^ a figure, ei- 
DOLOs, the reprefentation of a figure, Latrjeu- 
EiN, to fcrve, to revere^ to adorci The word 

adore 



(C) This article of idols is a flrong attack againft the Ro- 
man Catholic worihip of images ; and the author feems to 
juftify Dr. MiddletoA's treatife upon the Rbmifh ceremo- 
nies; He difplays his erudition in treating" this fubjeft; but 
furely he is fond of paradox^ when he maintains that neither 
the Greeks nor Romans, nor indeed no other nation, were 
idolaters. The point is not to know what might be the pri- 
vate opinion of a few philofophers, but what was the prac- 
tice of thofe nations in their external forms of religious wor- 
ihip. No^ it muft be running counter to all antiquity, to af- 
firm^ that the honours, paid by thofe people to the ftatues^ and 
images of their god, were not rank idolatry. To fay that 
the Roman Catholics do the fame is not aniwering the qu^f. 
tion : he may reprefent thofe of his own religion Qf he can be 
. N 4 faid 
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gdpre is originally Latin, a^d has various meanings^ 
ds to put the hand to the mouth in token of re{pe£t» 
to bend the body, to kneel, to falute, and inovfi 
componly to pay a fupreme worfliip. 

It is proper to obfcrve here, that the Trevoux 
di^ionary begins this article with faying that aj^ 
the Pagans were idolaters, and that the Indians are 
ftill fo. Firft, no body was called Pagan before thjf 
^ime of Theodofius the younger, when that appel- 
lation was given to the inhabitants of the country- 
fowns of Italy, «* Pagorum incolas Pagani," who 
retained their antient religion. iSecondly, Indch 
fian is entirely Mahometan, and the Mahom^etans 
,are implacable enemies to images and idojatry. 
Thirdly, many people of India, who are of thean-* 
tient religion of the Parfis, a certain tribe which, 
admit of no idols, cannot, with any propriety, be 
ter^ied idolaters. 

^Whether Idolatry was ever the Profefled Reli. 
gion of any Nation. 

It jippears th^t there never was any people on 
the earth, who took to themfelves thci name 
of idolaters. I^ is rather an abuGve word, a 
•term oi deteftation ; as the Spaniards formerly 
tiffed to call the French Gay a chos, wjiich the 
jFrench returned by calling the Spaniards Mara* 
HAS, Had ihe fenatc of Rome, the Areopagiis 
of Athens, the pourt of the kings of Perfia, b^cfl 
aiked, ^^ Are you idolaters ? They woidd hardly 
have knawn what the queftion meant; at leaft noc 
one of them yrould have anfy^cred, ** We wofd>ip 
** idols or images." The word idolater or idola-' 
try do not occur either in Howcr, iicftod, jHli^-r 

fald to have aiiy) .as guilty of idolatry ; but this does ijiot 
^ froy^ th^t theptbers w^re not ^o idolaters, 

rodotuSi 
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^dotps* or ^ny gentile author. Never was.^here 
anyediftor law^ ordering idols tobe w.QrIhippeid,fo 
Ibe accounted as dei):ies, or to be confidered a$ fydif 

The Rpnoan and Carthaginian general;, at the 
|rial(:mjs; of a treaty, called all their gods to witnef&j 
[it is in t|ieir prefcnce, fay they, that we fwpar to 
this peace. Now the ftatues of all thefe gpds, their 
/number being none of the fmalleft, nfrere not ia 
the general's tent*, but they he^d the ^ods to be, 
as it were, prefent at the adions of men as Wi^* 
n|ci]^s an^ as judges; an/d certainly It was nqt the 
jmage which made the deity. 

In what light did they then look on the ftatues 
of their faMe deifies, which ftqod ip the terpplesp 
^n the fame light^ if I may be allpwec) the ejopref- 
fion, as we view the images of tiie objefts of oi)r 
veneration. Tljeir error was not the worihipping 
apicccof wogd or marble, but the worfhippihg a 
jfalfe deity, reprefented by the wood ai)d marble., 
^he difference befwpen them and us is not thaf . 
they h^d images and we have none; but th^t their 
images reprefented imaginary |>ein^s, and in afalfe 
rcjigipn j whereas ours rcprefent real beings, and in 
a true religipn. The Greeks ha4 the ftatup of ffer- 
f ulesj and we t|iat of St. Cl^riftopher ; they had 
^culapius and his goat, and we St. Roch an4 his 
dpg J they had Jupiter with his thgnder-bolts, and 
jye St. Anthony of Padu^, and St. James of Com- 
poftella. 

When the conful Pliny in the exordium of his 
panegyric qn Tfajan, addrefles his petitions to the 
f mm6rtal oops^ be cannot tte thought tq meat) 
the itpages^ which were far from being immortal. 

Neither in the later nor the moft remote times of 
paganifiQ, one fingje fa6t pccurs to conclude that 
ihpy VP.rft)ipp?4 i^^s. Homer mentions qnly go^s 
^wcllipg ill lofty Olympus, The palladium, tho^ 
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it fell from heaven, was no more than ji facred 
pledge of Pallas's protcftion ; it was the goddefs 
herfelf who was reverenced in the palladium. * 

But the Romans and Greeks kneeled down bcr 
fore ftatucs, put crowns on them, decked them 
with flowers, burnt incenfe to them, and carried 
them in folemn ftate through public places. Thefe 
ufagcs we have confecrated in our religion, and 
yet we are not idolaters. 

In times of drought the women, after keeping 
a faft, carried forth the ftatues of the gods in pub- 
lic, walking barefooted, with their hair loofe ; and 
immediately, according to Petronius, the rain 
would pour down by pales full, '' ftatjm urceatim 
** pluebat.'* Have we not adopted this.rite which, 
though an abomination among the Gentiles, is 
doubtlefs genuine devotion with. Catholics ? 'How 
common is it among us to carry barefooted the 
^'Ihrines of faints, in order tq obtain a blefling from 
heaven by their intejrueflion ? A Turk, a lettere4 
Chinefe, at ffteing thck ceremonies, might, * from 
his ignorance, accufe us of placing our confidence 
in the images which we jhus carry about in pro- 
ceffion; but a word or two would undeceive him.^ 

We are furprifed at the prodigious number of 
declamations thundered out in all ages againft the 
idolatA of the Romans and Greeks j and after- 
wardsT^ur furprize is ftill . greater, at finding that 
they were not. idolaters. 

Some temples were more privileged than others. 
The great Diana of Ephefus flood in higher 
fame than a village Diana; more miracles were per- 
formed in the temple of Ejculapiusat Epidaurus 
than in any other of his temples. More ofi^erings 
\vere made to the ftatuc of Jupiter the Olympian, 
that! to that of the Paphlagonian Jupiter: but fince 
it is proper always to contraft the ufages of a 

' , true 

3 ' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Die T I ON A R Y. 187 

true religion to thofe of a falfe worlhip ; have 
not fome of our altars, for ages paft, been more 
frequented than others ? what are the offerings to 
our lady DES Neiges in comparifon of thofe made 
to our lady of Loretto ? It is our bufincfs to exa- 
mine whether this affords a jufl: pretence for 
charging us with idolatry. 

The original invention was only one Diana, one 
Apollo, and one Efculapius, not as many Dia- 
nas, Apollos, and Efculapius's, as they had tem- 
ples and (latues. Thus it is evidenced, as far as 
a point of hiftory can be, that the ancients did not 
hold a ftatue to be a deity ; that the worlhip could 
not relate to the ftatue or idol; and confequently 
that the antients Vere not idolaters. 

A rude fuperftitious populace incapable of re- 
fleftion, cither to doubt, to deny, or believe, who 
flocked to the temples, as having nothing elfe to do, 
and becaufe the little are there on a level with the 
great, who carried their offerings merely out of 
cuftom, who were continually talking of miracles 
without having ever examined any one, and who 
were very little above the vidlims they brought, fuch 
a populace, I fay, might, at the fight of the great 
Diana, and the thundering Jupiter, be ftruck with 
a religious horror, and, without knowing it, wor- 
lhip the ftatue itfelf. This is no more than what 
has been the cafe of our ignorant peafants ; and care 
is accordingly taken to give them to underftand, 
that it is the bleffed in heaven they are to invoke 
for their interccffion, and not figures of wood and 
ftone, and that their worfhip is due tp Qod pnly.. 

The Greeks and the Romans increafed the num*; 
ber of their deities by apotheofes j the Greeks dei- 
fied illuftrious conquerors, as Bacchus, Hercules, 
and Perfeus ; Rome raifed altars to its emperors. 
Of a very different kind are our apotheofes ; if we 
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l^ive faints unfwerable (ott^eir deipi-gods and (econ- 
^ry go4s» it is without any regard co ranker cqh- 

?\iefts. Wic hsive erej5ted. t^mpl^s to men, merely 
)r their excniplary virtues, an4 mo^ of whom 
wQu^d not bavp beisn known on e^rtt^, had they 
DP|: been placed in heaven* The s^pwheofes of • 
the ancients were afts of adplatiop, 0urs of r efpeft 
to virtue. But thde anti^nt apofh^pfes are ^n- 
qthff convincing proof tb^t the Qreeka and Ro« 
n^s cannot properly be called i^Qbcers. It is 
ii^nileft chat they op more held j divine virtue 
i^Sdjng in the ftatues of Auguitus and Claudiua 
^^ in their medals. 

Clicero, in his philofaphical works, does not leave 
ib much as che leail iufpicipn, thac ^nf miftake 
could be committed wicb regard to th^ fta^ues of 
the god^» fo as to confound them with th^ deities 
themfelves. His fpeakers inveigh with great acri* 
' mony againft the eftabliihed religion, but nat one of 
them dreains of charging the Rqmans with n>ir- 
taking marble and brafs for deities* Lucretius,, 
who never gives any quarter to the fuperftkiousy 
reproaches ho body with this folly ,\ I mi>fl, there" 
fore, ^ain fay it, this opinion never exiftedi never 
y^2^$ thought of s .^nd never was there any fuch thing 
as idolaters. 
Horace intro^i^s a ftatue of Priapu$» faying ; 

Olim trup(fi)s cr^m gculnus, inutile lignum* 
Cum faber incertu&fcamnumj faceretnePri^um» 
IVi^luic efle Peum^ 

Whatis tpbeinferred from this paSl^ge? Primus was 
one of thoic petty deities which were given up fo 
the ^rcafms of che jpcidar ^ and this, very joke is aa 
ftrpflg ^ proof ?s can be, that the figuje ojf Priapui 
«V oot greatly revcrec^ bf ing m?^de a fcarecrow* 

Daciefy 
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Dacier, comnientator like, has taken care to ob- 
ftrvc that Baruch had foretold this bufincfs; faying, 
they Ihall be whatever the artift pleafes. But he 
might withal have remarked, that the like mighc 
be faid of all the (iarues that ever exited* 

A tub may be made out of a block of marUe, 
as well as the ftatue of Alexander or Jupiter, or 
fomething ft ill more refpeftable. The matter of 
which were formed the cherubims of the holy of 
holies, might have equally ferved for the meaneft 
purpofes. A throne, or an altar, lofe nothing of 
the reverence due to them, becaufe the artift might 
have formed them idto a kitchen table. 

Dacier inftead of inferring that the Romrans wor- 
Ihipped Priapus's image, and that Baruch had pre« 
difted it, ought rather to have concluded that the 
Romans made a jeft of it. Look into all the au^ 
fhors who fpeak of the ftatues of their gods, not 
one (hall you find mentioning idolatry i but quite 
the contrary. You read in Martial, 

^* Qdi finitlt facrod auro vel marmore vulcusy 
Nonlacit illc Deos/' 

In Ovid, 
*« Colitur pro Jove forma Jovis.*' 

In Statius, 

^^ Nulla autem efBgies nulli commiffa matella; 
Forma Dei mences habitare ac numina gaudet.*^ 

In Lucan, 

" Eft nc I>ei fcdes, nifi terra et pontos ct acr.** 

Ta enumerate all the paflfages in confirmation 
that images were accounted images would take up 
avolunk. 

The 
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The only cafe which could favour an opiniow 
that images had any thing divine in them,, was the 
oracular images. But certainly the current opinioti 
v^as, that the gods had chofen fome particular al- 
tars, and particular ftatues, where they fome- 
times cortdefcended to refide, giving audience to 
men, and anfwering them. In Homer, and the 
chorufes of Greek tragedies, we only meet with 
prayers addreffed to Apollo himfelf, as delivering 
his oracles on fuch a mount, in fuch a temple, or 
fuch a city. All antiquity throughout has left no 
veftige of fupplications made to a ftatue. 

They whoprofeffed magic, who believed it to 
be a fcience, or who feigned to believe it, pre* 
tended to be poffefled of the fecret of bringing 
down the gods into ftatues ; but not the great 
gods, only the fecondary, the genii. This Mer- 
curius Trifmegiftus ufedto term making deities^ 
and it is refuted by St. Auftin in his City of God. 
But this very thing evidently ftiews the images to 
have had nothing divine in them, as not animated 
without the art of a magician. And I fancy few 
magicians were found lo dexterous as to animate. 
a ftatue fo as to make it fpeak. 

In a word, the images of the gods were not 
gods; it was. Jupiter, and not his image whi<:h 
hurled the thunderbolt ; it was not the ftatue of 
Neptune which agitated the fea, nor that of Apollo 
which difFufed light. The Gree.kahd Romans were 
gentiles, politheifts, but by no means idolaters* 

Whether the Perfians, the Sabeans, the Egyp- 
tians, the Tartars, and Turks, have been idcH 
laters ? -SJra of the origin of figures called idols*^ 
Hiftory of their worQiip. 

To call thofe nations, who worlhipped the fun and 
ftars idolaters, is wronging them. For a long 
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time neither images nor temples were known 
among them: if they were miftakeh, it was in 
paying to the heavenly bodies the homage due 
only to the Creator. Befidcs, the ddftrine of 
Zoroaftcr or Zerduft, as prcferved. in the Sadder, 
teaches the exiftence of a Supreme Being, who 
punifheth and rewardeth. Now this is very far from 
idolatry. The Chinefc government never admit- 
ted idols, conftantly adhering to the fimple wor- 
fhip of Kingtien, the. matter of heaven. Gengis- 
kan among the Tartars cannot be charged with ido- 
latry, never having had any fuch thing as an image, 
TheMuflulmen of Greece, Afiarmirior, Syria, Per- 
fia, India, and Africa, call the Chriftians idolaters. 
Giaours, imagining that the Qhriftian's worfliip 
images. Several images which they found at Con- 
ftantinople in St. Sophia, and in the church of the 
holy'apoftlcs, and others, they broke to pieces, 
converting the churches into mofques. Appear- 
ance, as ufual, deceived them, and led them to^ 
believe that the dedicating of temples to faints, who 
had formerly been men, the worfhipping of their 
images with genufleftion, and the performing of 
miracles in thofe temples, were undeniable proofs of 
the moft arrant idolatry : yet, the fartheft from 
It in the world. The Chriftians, in reality, wor- 
Ihip only one God, and in the bleffed themfclves . 
revere only the virtue of God aftingin his faints. 
The Iconoclafts and the proteftants have brought 
the fame charge of idolatry agaiiift the church of 
Rome, and the fame anfwer has-been given them. 

Men having very feldom precife ideas, and ftill . 
more feldom exprcffing their ideas in precife words, 
clear of all ambiguity, the name of idplaters was 
given to the Gentiles, and cfpecially the Politheifts. 
In^menfe volumes have been written, according to 
the multitude of varying fcntiments on the origin 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i^ A PnitosoPtitcAL 

of worlhipping God, or feveral gods^ and undtei' 
fcnfible rtprefcntationir: now this multttude tf 
books arid Opinions onljr proves the ignoraiice c^ 
the authors* 

' UVt know not who Invented any part o^ 
o\ir clothirig, and yet vfi wooW fain know 
i*h6 WJlsthe flrfr inventor' of idolsr. What fig- 
nifies a paifliage of Sanchoniatbon, who lived be-^ 
fore the Trojan wir ? .What infornnation does he 
give us, in faying, that the cahoa, the mind, that 
is, the breath, being enamoured with its prtnti^ 
ple8,extra6led the mud from thctti ; that lie made 
the air luminous ; that the ^nd Colp and his wife 
BaQ, begot Eon, and be bc'gdt Genos % that Crd-^ 
nbs, their defcendant, had rWo eyes bcfhintt as be- 
fore ; that he came to be god, and gave Egypt to 
his fon Jaut ? This is one of the moft rcfpcc- 
table itibriuments of antiquify. 

Orpheus, who was prior tb SancBohiathon, givesi 
tis juft as nluch light in bis Theogonia, which 0k' 
ri^afdtis has preferved. He reprcfcnts thd muft- 
dine principle in the fornl of a dragbn, with two 
heads, oneofabull, and the other of a lion, witit 
a face ih the rtiiddle, Mrhich be terms c6d FAtf* 
and gilded wings to the fboulders. 

Yet thefe* ideas, fantaftical as they are, give us 
an irifightiilto two important truths, one that (enfi^ 
ble images and hieroglyphics are derived from the 
moft remote antiquity ; the other that all ancient 
philofophefs acknowledged a primordial principle. 

As to politheifm common fcnfe will teH ybUf 
that, at the commencement of mankind j that isj of 
Weak cfeatures fulbeptiblc ofreafonand folly, ffib^ 
je*ft to every accident, to furknefs and deirtb^ they 
fdon came td si ftnfe of their weaknefs atid dfeficn- 
dfcnce: they eaflly conceived that there was fomc- 
thing AipWidr td theuifelvcsj they felt apow^r inf 
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the earth,which produced their food, another in the 
air which often deftroycd them, and another in the 
confuming 6re and the fubmerging water. What 
could be more natural in men, abfolutely igno- 
l^ant, than to fancy that there were beings which 
prefided over thefe elements ? What could be more 
natural than to revere the invifible power which 
made the fiin and the ftars to fhine ? And on pro- 
ceeding to form an idea of thefe fuperior powers, 
what was again more natural than to Veprefent 
thiem in a fenfitlve way ? Or I may even fay, how 
could they go about it otherwife ? Judaifrhj ante- 
rior to our religion, dnd prefcribed by God him- 
felf, was full of thofe images, under which the deity 
is reprefeiited. lie condefcends to fpeak the lan- 
guage of men rn a bulh-, he makes his appearance 
on a mountain; the heavenly fpirits fent by him all 
come in a human fhape -, in a word, the fanfituary 
itfelf is filled with cherubims, human bodies, 
and the wings and heads of beafts. This led Plu- 
tarch, Tacitus, Appian, and fo many others^ intd 
the ridiculous miftake of upbraiding the Jews with 
worfliipping an afs*s head. ' Thus God^ who had 
forbiddi^n the painting and carving of any figure* 
has been pleafcd neverthelefs to accommodate 
himfelf to human weaknefs, which require the fenfcs 
to be fpoken to by images* 

Ifaiah, chap vi. fees the Lord feated on a throne, ' 
and his train fill the temple : in chap. i. of Jere- 
miah, the Lord ftretches out his. hand, and 
touches the prophet's riioiith- Ezekiel, chap, 
iii. fees a throne of faphire, and God appears to 
him like a man feated on that throne. This ima- 
gery does not in the leaft defile the purity of the 
Jewifh religion, which never made ufe of piftures, 
fiatues, and idols as public reprefentations of the 
deity. 

O The 
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- The lettered Chinefe, the Parfis, the antiemf 
Egyptians, had n'o idols ; bgt Ifis and Ofiris were 
foon reprefented in figures ; Bel at Babylon was aS' 
foon exhibited in a huge coloffus -,' Brama was in 
the Indian peninfuha an hideous kind of monfter. 
The Greeks above all multiplied the names of the 
deities, and of courfe the ftatues and temples -, but 
ever attributing the fupreme power to their Zeus,^ 
by the Latins named Jupiter, the fovereignx>f gods 
and men. The Romans imitated the Greeks-, both 
always placed their gods in heaven, without know- 
ing v/hat they meant by heaven and their olympus : 
thcfe fuperior being^ could not be fuppofed to re- 
fide in the clouds, which are only water. Atfirft 
feven of them were placed in the feven planets, 
among which was reckoned the fun •, but after-' 
wards the refidence of all the gods was extended 
to the whole heavenly expanfe. 

The Romans had twelve great deities, fix male 
and fix female, whom they diftinguifhed by the . 
appellation of *' Dii majorum gentium,**" Jupiter, 
Neptune, ApoUo, Vulcan, Mars, Mercury;- Juno, 
Vefta, Minerva, Ceres, Venus, Diana. Pluto was 
then omitted, and Vefta took his place. 

Next were the gods ** minorum gentium," the 
indigetes, or heroes, as Bacchus, Hercules, Ef- 
culapius 5 the infernal deities, Pluto, Proferpinej 
the lea gods, as Thetis, Amphitrite, the Nereides 
and Glaucus ; afterwards the Dryades, the Naiades ;. 
the godsof gardens; the paftoral deities; every profef- 
fion, every adion of life, children, maidens, wives, 
women in childbed, all had their deity: there was 
even the god Fart; laftlyj'emperorswere deified: 
not that thcfe emperors, nor the god Fart, nor the 
goddefs Pertunda, nor Priapus, n6r Rumilia the 
goddefs of bubbies, nor Sterqutius the god of pri- 
vies, were accounted the lords of heaven and earth. 
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5dme of the emperors indeed had temples; the 
|)ett)r houlhpld gods went without them, but all 
had their image, or their idol. 

Thefe were little grotcfque figures, fet uji 
in a clofct by way of orn^iment; old women 
and children were highly delighted with them j 
but never were theie figures authorii?d by any 
public worfhip ; every one was left to follow hii 
own private fuperftition. Thefe little idols are ftill 
found in the ruins of antitnt cities. 

Though we cannot fix the precife timfe when meii 
began to make idols, they are, however, knowa 
to belong to the moft remote antiquity. Thara^, 
Abraham s father, ufed to make them at Ur in' 
Chaldea. Rachael purloined and carried oflfLaban** 
idols. There is no going higher. 

But what did the antient nations think of all 
thefe images ? ^v^hat virtue, what power did they 
attribute to them ? Was it thought that the Gods 
quitted heaven to come Sown, and hide themfelves 
in thefe ftatues ? or that they imparted %o them i 
portion of the divine fpirit, or did not impart any 
thing at all to them? a great deal of .ufelefs 
erudition has been thrown a\fray on this pointy 
it being evident that every one*s notions of them 
Were proportioned to his reafon, his credulity^ 
or his fanaticifm^ The priefts, we may be furc^ 
would not be wanting to annex to their ftatues all 
-the divinity they poffibly coiild, in order todraw the 
more ofix:ringSi The philofophers, it is well known, 
cenfured thefe. fuperftitions; iht military people 
made 21 jeft of theiti; and the coriimonalty, eveif 
ignorant and filly, knew not v^hat it was doing. 
This is, in a few words, the hiftory of all the nation^ 
to which God has not made himfelf known. 

The premifes are applicable to the worflilp' 
iihiverfally paid in Egypt to aa ox, and in feveral 
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citks to a dog, a monkey, a cat, and onions. Im 
all appearance they were at firll only emblems.. 
Afterwards a certaiii ox called Apis, a certain dog; 
oamed Anubis, were worfliipped ; ftill the people 
went on eating beef and onions; but what the 
Egyptian old women thought of facred onions and 
oxen, is not cleared up. , . . . 

It was not uncommon for idols to fpeak. On 
the anniverfary of Cybele's fcftivaU the city o£ 
Rome commemorated the beautiful diftich ut- 
tered by the ftatue on it*s removal from king At- 
talus's palace : 

** Ipfa pati. volui, nc fit mora, mittc volentem>. 
' Dignus Roma locus, quo Deus omnis cat." 

*' I allowed myfelf to be carried off; away with 
** me quickly; Rome is worthy to be the refidence 
*' of every deity.'* 

The ftatue of Fortune had fpoke : the Scipios,, 
the Ciceros, the Cjefars, indeed believed nothing of 
the matter ; but the old women, to whom Encol- 
pus gave a crown to buy geefe and gods,, might 
very well believe it. 

The idols likewife pronounced oracles, the priefts , 
concealed within the ftatuts fpeaking in the name 
of the deiiy. i 

Amidft fo many gods, fo many different theo.- 
gonies and feparate worfhips, whence is it, that no 
fuch thing as a religious war was ever known among 
the people called idolaters ? This tranquility was a 
good fpringing from an evil, from, error itfelf ; 
for ^very nation owning feveral inferior gpds, peace- 
ably allowed its neigbours to have theirs likewife. 
Except Cambyfcs's killing the ox Apis, not one 
inftance is to be found, in all prophane hiftory, of 
a conqueror offering any infult to the gods of a. 

vanquilh- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DICTIONARY. 197 

vflnquiflied nation. The Gentiles had no ex^lufive 
religion ; and all the priefts minded was to mul- 
tiply offerings and facrifices. 

The firft offerings were the fruits of the earth., 
But the priefts foon came to want animal food for 
their table: with , their own hands they flew the 
vidtims ; and as they* made themfelves butchens, 
they became fanguinary. At length they introduced 
the horrible practice of offering human viftims, 
andefpecially comely boys and girls, s^boisiinations 
never known among the Chinefe, theParfis, or the 
Indians;, but at Hieropolis in Egypr, Porphyry 
tells us, it was nothing Extraordinary to facrifice men. 

1(1 Tauris ftrang^rs were facrificed; but this fa- 
vage cuilom being known, the priefts of Tauris, it 
is to be fuppofed, did not much bufinefs. This exe- 
crable fuperftition prevailed among the moft ancient 
Greeks, the Cypriots, the Phcnicians, the Tyrians 
and the Carthaginians. The Romans themfelves 
gave into^ this religious guilt •, and, according to 
Plutarch, facrificcd two Greeks and two Gauls, to 
-expiate the incontinency of three veftals. Procopius, 
who was cotemporary with Theodobert,king of the 
Francs, fays, that the Francs facrificed men on their 
entrance into Italy under that prince. Tbefe horrid 
facrifices were common among theGauls and, Ger- 
mans. There is no reading hiftory, wit|>out being 
very much difpleafed with one's own fpecies. 

What if, among the Jews, Jephthah facrificed his 
daughter, and Saul was going to flay his fon; what 
if they, wlio were devoted to the lord by anathema, 
could not be redeemed, as beafts were redeemed, 
but were indifpenfably put to death ; what though 
Saniuel, a jewifh pricft, cut to pieces with a confe- 
crated cleaver king Agag, prifoner of war, whom 
Saul had fpared, and (harply reproved Saul for ha- 
ving treated that king according to the laws of na» 
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tions 5 what of all this ? God is the fovercigo of miwi^ 
kind, and may take away their lives when he will, 
as he will, and by whom he will -, but men arc no? 
to put thcmfelvfes on a footing with the Jord of lifa 
and death, and ufurp the prerogatives of the Su- 
preme Being. - 

Amidft flSch deteftable proceedings, it is fomc 
relief to the feeling heart, to know that in al- 
moft all thofe nations called idolatrous, there ^ 
was the facred theology and popular error, private * 
worfliip and public ceremonies, the religion of the 
wife and that of the vulgar. To thofe who were 
initiated in the myfteric^, the exiftence of one 
only God was preached. Of this a fufficient telH-^ 
mony is the hymn attributed to the elder 
.Orpheus, which was fung in the celebrated my- 
fteries of Ceres Eleufina : " Contemplate the di- 
.*' vine nature, illume thy mind, govern thy heart, 
*** walk in the path of juftice, take care that the 
** God of heaveh be before thine eyes ; there is 
•* none but him, he alone is (elf-cxiftent j all be-^ 
*' ings derive their exiftence from him -, he up- 
^* holds them all ; never has he been fecn by mor-; 
>* tals, and he fees all things/* 

The following, paflage of the philofopher Maxi* 
mus 6f Madaura, in bis letter to St. Auguftine, b 
likewife worth attention, " What man is fo dull, io 
" ftupid, as to queftion the exiftence of an eternal, 
«« a fupreme, infinite deity, who has created no- 
*' thing like himfclf, and is the common father o^ 
** all things?'*; 

A thoufand monuments might be produccd^j 
that wife men in all times jibhorrcd both idolatry 
and polytheifm. 

Epiftetus, that pattern of refignation and pa- 
tience, fo great in fo mean a condition, never fpcaks 
but .of pne only God. One of his maxims is this, 

•' God 
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** God has created me, 'God is within me, I carry 
*' him about every where. Shall 1 defile him with 
*' obfcene thoughts, unjuftaftions, or infamous dc- 
^' fires ? My duty is to thank Gp<J for every thing, 
*' to praife him for every thing; and to thank, 
•' praife, and ferve him continually, whrlft I have 
** life." All Epi6tetus's ideas tura on this principle. 

Marcus Aurelius, who perhaps was on the throne 
of the Roman empire not Icfs great than Epiftetus^ 
' in fervitudc, does indeed often mention gods, in 
conformity to the current phrafeology, or to exprefs 
intermediate beings, between the Supreme Effehcc 
and men ; but in how many paffages does he Ihe^, 
that in reality he acknowle'Jges only one eternal 
infinite God ? " Our fouls, fays he, a'-e an emana- 
*' tion of the Deity^ my body, my fpirits, proceed 
^« from God.*' 

The Stoicf, the Platonics, held one divine and 
univerfal nature j the Epicureans denied it. The- 
priefts in their myfteries fpoktr only of one God: 
where then were the idolaters ? - 

Befides, it is one of the great miftakes in 
Morery's Dictionary to fay, that in the time of 
Theodofius the Younger, no idolaters remain- 
ed but in the remote parts of Afia and Africa. 
There was ftill, and even down to the feventh 
century, niany Gentile nations in, Italy. All Ger- 
many north of the Wefer were ftran^ers^to Chri-. 
ftianity in Charlemain's time-, and, long after 
him, Poland, and the whole North continued in 
what is called idolatry. Half Africa, all the realms 
beyond the Ganges, Japan, the innumerable com- 
monalty of China, a hundred Tartarian hords, re^ 
tain their antient worfliip; whereas in Europe, 
this religion is to be found only among fome 
^Laplanders, Samoiedes, and Tartars. To con- 
clude, iiv the time which we diftinguifh by the ap- 

O4 pella- 
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pcUation of the middle age, the Mahometans 
were called Pagans : a people who execrate 
images were branded as idolaters and image- wor- 
fliippers ; and it muft be frankly owned, that. the 
Turks, feeing our churches crowded with images 
and ftatues, are more excufablc in calling us ido- 
laters. 

J E P H T H A H. 

Or, Human Sacrifices, 

IT is clear from the book of Judges, that Jeph* 
thah did promife to facrifice the firft perfon who 
came out of his houlif, in order to congratulate hitn 
on his viftory againft the Ammonites : and who 
Ihould this prove to be but his only daughter ? Here- 
upon he rent his garments for grief; and after per- 
mitting her to go and lament among the hills her 
misfortune in dying a maid, lie aduallyfacrificecl 
her. The Jewifh maidens for a long timecommc- 
moratcd this event, lan^enting Jephthah*s daugh- 
ter four days ina year. (See Judges, ch, xi.) 

In whatever time this hiftory was written, whe- 
ther it be an jmrtation or the original of the Gre- 
cian ftory of Agamemnon andlphigenia, be it prior 
or pofterior to fome fimilar Affyrian tale,- is what 
I do not examine -, I abide by the text : Jephthah 
vowed his daughter for a burnt- offering, and 
performed his vow, 

It was cxprefsly enjoined in the Jewifh law to 
facrifice all who had bi-en devoted to the Lord. Np 
man (hall be redeemed, but (hall be put to death, 
without remiffion : (D) the Vulgate has it, " Non 

(D) Our tranflation is, " None devoted, which fliall fee de- 
voted of men, ftjsdl be redeemed, but ihall furely be put to 
4efith." ■ . 

redi- 
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rcdimctur, fed morte morictur." Lev. chap, xxvii. 
ver; 29. 

In confequence of this law it was, that Samuel 
hewed king Agag in pieceSp though Saul had 
fpared him j and for his improper clemency, Saul 
was reproved by the Lord^ and forfeited his king- 
dom. ' • 

Here is an evident proof of human facrifices; no 
point of hiftory can be more authentically verified ; 
certainly a nation cannot be better known than by 
records, and what it relates of its fclf. 



JOSEPH. 

TH E hiftory of Jofeph, confidered only as an 
objcft of curiofity and literature, is one of 
the moft valuable monuments of antiquity which 
have reached our times. It appears to have been 
the model of all the oriental writers; it is more pa- 
thetic than Homer's Odyffy, as a forgiving hero is 
more moving than he that gluts, his vengeance. 

We account the Arabs to. have been the firft aur 
thors of thofe ingenious Jfiftions, which have been 
adopted in all other languages ; but for my part, 
I meet with no tale among them comparable to that 
of Jofeph : in almoft every part it is of admirable 
beauty; and the conclufion draws forth tears often- 
dernefs. It exhibits a youth in his fixteenth year, 
of whom his brothers are jealous. He is fold by 
them to a caravan of Ifhmaelite merchants, carried 
into Egypt, and bought by one of the king's 
. eunuchs. This eunuch had a wife, at which we 
are not to be ftartled, for the Kiflar-aga of Con- 
ftantinople, who is an arch-eunuch, the whole dE 
his genital parts being abfcinded, has a feraglio : 
his eyes and hands are left, and nature is ftill na« 

cure 
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ture in' him. The pthcr eunuchs, having feeen de- 
prived only bf the two appendages of the,grocrar 
tivc organ, often niake uie'of it; and Potiphar, 
to whom Jofeph was fold, might very well ia^c of 
the latter clafs of eunuchs* 

Potiphar*s wife becomes enarhOii.red with yoq^g 
Jofeph, who, faithful to his majS^er as a moft gracious 
bcnefaclor, rejefts her follicUations. Suph behaviour 
turns her love into rancour, and Ihe charges Jo- 
feph with an attempt to feduce her. This is the 
hiftory of Hippolitus and Phaedra, of BelierOphon 
jind Stenobasa, of Hebrus and Damafippe, of Tar 
nis and Peribea, of Marfillus and Hipodamia, of 
JPcleus and Demenetti. | 

Which is the original of all thefe hiftories is not 
icafily known ; but the ancient Arabian ai|thor« 
Jiavtr a palTage relating to the tranfadion between 
Jofeph and jPoiiphar*s wife, which is very ingc- 
jiious. The author fuppofes that Potiphar, hefitat- 
jng between his wife and Jofeph, did not look 
lipon his wife'$ having torn a piece of Jofeph*s 
robe, as any weighty proof of the young man*s 
'crime. There wa$ at that time, in the wife's 
chamber,, a child in a cradle. Jofeph faid that (he 
had forcibly taken hold of his robe, and torn it in 
,the child's prefence ; Potiphar aflccd the child,. 
who it feems was of a very pregnant wit for his 
age. The child fajd to Potiphir, fee whether the 
robe be toro before or bel^ind ; if before, it ihews 
that Jofeph was for laying bands on your wife, and 
that fhe ftood on her defence ; if bfehind, it i^ plain 
your wife^ run ^fter him. . Thus did this child's 
genius clear up Jofeph's innocence. This is the 
account given in the Alcoran from an ancient Ara- 
bian author, >yithout informing us to whoQi this 
'^i|:ty child belonged. If it was ^ fon of dame Poti-r 
/ ' ^ phar'5j^ 
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ehar^s, Jofeph wa$ not the frrft with whom this wo- 
fnan had defired an intimacy. 

However it be, Jofeph, according to the book 
of G,cnc&s, is ciapped up -in prifon, and happens 
xo be wiih the kingf s cup-bearer and butler : both 
thefe ftate prifoiiers had a dream the lame night, 
which Jofeph explained to them ; he foretoid chac 
within three days the cjip-bearer (hou^ld be reftorcd 
to favour, arid the butler hanged, which fell out 
accordingly. 

Two years after the king of Egypt had a very 
perplexing dream, on which his cup-bearer ac- 
quaint* him, that jcbcre is in prifon a Jewifh young 
man who had not his equal for explaining 
dreams ; he is fent for, and prcdjds the feven years 
of plenty and the feven barren years, 

Here we muft make a fmall interruption in the 
thread of the ftory, to obferve the prodigiaus an- 
tiquity of the interpretation of dreams. Jacob had 
feen in a dream the rayftcripus ladder, at the top 
^f which was God himfelf : in a dream he learned 
the method of multiplying his flocks', a method 
which -has never fqcceeded but with him. Jofeph 
himfelf had' been informed by a dr^eam,- that he 
ihould one day he fuperior to his brothers. Abi- 
m'dech, long before,^ had notice given him in a 
dream, that Sarah was Abraham*s wife. See the 
^rticle Dream. , We fhall now return to Jofeph. 
. On his having explained Pharaoh's dream, he 
was immediately cr-eated prifne minifter. It is a 
queftion whether now a-days any king, even in 
Afia, would beftow a poll of that importance for 
^haying explained a dream; Pharaoh made up a 
match between Jofeph and a daughter of Poti- 
phar*s. This Potrphar is faid to have been hiah* 
prieft of HeJiopolis, fo that it could not be the 
. eunuch hiifirft.maftcr ; or if it was, he muft cer- 
tainly 
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tainly have had another tittle than that of higH 
priefl ; and his wife h4d been a mother more than 
once. 

In the mean tinrie the famine came on, ac- 
cording to Jofeph*s prcdidion ; and this minifter, 
to rivet himfelf into the royal favour, fo managed 
matters, that all the people were under a neceOity 
of felling their lands to Pharaoh ; and the whole 
nation, to procure corn, became flaves to the 
crown. This may probably be the origin of dcr 
' fpotifm. It mult be owned that never king made 
a better bargain ; but, on the other hand, the peo- 
ple owed little gratitude and applaufe to the prime 
miniften 

At length Jofeph's father and brothers likewife 
came to want corn, for the famine was fore in all 
the land ; as for Jofeph's reception of hi^ bre- 
thren, his forgiving them, and loading them with 
kindnefs, we fhall take the liberty to omit thofe 
particulars, obferving only, that this hiftory has 
every interefting part of an epic poem ; the fublime, 
the marvellous, the cxpofition, connedion, difco- 
very, and reverfe of fortune. I know nothing 
more ftrongly marked with oriental genius. i 

iThe anfwer of good Jacob, Jofcph's hoary fa- 
ther, to Pharaoh, ought deeply to imprefs every 
one who can read. What may your age be^ faid 
the king to him ? A hundred and thirty years, aa- 
fwered the old' man ; and in this fhort pilgrimage^ 
I have not feen one happy day. • 



L AW S. 

IN the tinoc of VefpaCan and Titus, when the 
Romans ufed to rip up and 'draw the Jews, a 
very wealthy Ifraelite, to avoid that difagreeable 
3 ^treatment. 
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tf element, moved off with all the fruits of his ufurjr, 
carrying with him to Eziongaber all his family, 
which confifted.of his aged wife, a fon, and a 
daughtejc i for retinue, he had two eunuchs, one a 
cook, tbi^ other a kind of gardener and yipe-dref* 
fer : anhoncft Effene, who knew the Pentateuch 
by heart, pgiciated as his chaplain. All thefe going 
aboard a veflel at Eziongaber, crofled theRedSea^ 
as it is called, though it has nothing of that colour, 
and entered the gulph ofPerfia, in quefl of the 
country of Qphir, without kn-bwing where it lay : 
a dreadful ftorm drove this Hebrew family towards 
India, where the veiTel was ftranded on one of the 
Maldivia iflandiy then delert, but now called Pa-* 
drabranca. 

^ The old hunks and his joan were drowned ; but 
the fon and daughter, with the two eunuchs and 
chaplain, got fafe to land. They made Ihift to 
iave fome of the provifions ; and, having, built huts 
in the ifland, began to be fome thing reconciled to 
their difafter. The idand of Padrabranca, you 
know, is five degrees from the lifie,. and produces . 
the largell cocoa-nuts and the bed pine-apples in 
the whole world : it was roc. uncomfortable living 
there at a time when every where clfc, the fa- 
voured people wer^ flaughtered as faft as they 
could be found J but the good Eflcne frequently 
wept at thinking, that they might be the only Jews 
on earth, and that the feed of Abraham was draw- 
ing to an end. 

What figpify your tears, faid the young Jew: 
it is in your power to prevent it's ending ; marry 
my lifter. Very willingly, anfwered the chap- 
lain; but it is againft the law. I am^n Effene, 
and have made a vow againft marriage y and, by 
the laws, vows are to be obfcrved : come of the 
Jcwifti race what will> never will I marry your 

fiftcr, 
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lifter, though flie were ten times handfomer thitt 

ihc w. i 

My two eunuchs, anfwered the Jew^ cannot raife 
feed from her 5 fo, with your leave, I vill cJo thd 
baHnefs, and you ihall marry us. 

Lef me be ripped upland drawn ovtr and over< ^ 
£iid the chaplain^ rather than have any hand in 
making you commit inceft : ^vere Jhe your fiftcr 
only by the facher'3 fide, I would not hefitate fd 
moch about it, as not being diredly againft law } 
but flic is your fiftcr by the mother's fide, fo thac 
it would be quite .abominable. ^ 

I am very well aware that it would be a crim6 
at Jerufakm, where. I might have other young 
women; but on the ifland of Padrabranca, where 1 
fee only cocoa-nuts, ananas^ and oyfters, I hold ic 
very allowable. Thus the Jew married his fifter» 
and, notwithftanding all the Effcne's proteftations^ 
had by her a daughter^ who was the fok fruit of a 
marriage, by one held legal, and by the other 
abominable. , / 

Fourteen years after the mother departed thii 
life-: Well, faid the father to the chaplain, have 
you got over your former prejudices ? Will you 
marry my daughter ? God forbid [ faid the Effcne*- 
If you will not, I will, faid the father-, the feed of 
Abraham ftiall not come. to an end, if I can help 
it. The Eflfcne, quite frightened at fuch horrible 
words, would not live, any-longer with one wha 
made fo light of the law, and fled. The bride- 
groom called after him, Stop, honcft Arianccl, I t)b- 
ferve the law of nature, I am preferving the chofen 
race^ do not leiave your friends ; but the tffene^ 
full of the Mofaic law, without fo much as looking 
bapk, fwam over to the ncareft ifland. 

This was Attola, a large ifland, both populous 
and thoroughly civilized > at^ his landing he was 

. made 
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. made a flavc. When he had goc a little of the At- 
tola tongue, he complained very bitterly of his 
being ufed fo inhofpitably ; but he .was given 
to underitand, that fuch was their law, and that 
fince the iQand h^d narrowly efcaped being fur- 
prized by the inhabitants of Shot Ada, it had 
been wifely provided, that all ftrangers , coming to 
Attola ftiould be made flaves. A law it cannot 
be, faid the Effene, for no fuch thing is in the Pen* 
tateuch : to which I\e had for anfwer, that it was 
in the country code, and' a Qave he remained 5 but 
with the good fortune of having an excellent maf- 
tcr, who was very rich, and ruled him in a manner 
which much endeared him to the Effene.. * 

Some ruffians came one day to rob and kill the 
mafter : they afl^ed the flaves Whether he was at 
home and had a great deal of money by him ? By 
all the gods, faid th6 flaves, he has little or no 
money at ^H? neither is he at home. But the Ef- 
fcnian faid, the law does not allow of lying •, and 
I fwear to you that he is at home, and has a great 
deal of money •, fo the mafter was robbed and mur- 
' dered : On this, the flaves had the Eflfene before 
the jud^es'for betraying his mafter. The Eflcne 
. pwh'd his words, faying, that he would not tell 2 
lye on any account ; and he was hanged. 

This ftory, and many fuch, were told me in my 
laft journey from the indies to France. On my 
arrival, fome bufinefs calling me to Verfaill^s^ 
here I faw a very fine wonian followed by fcveral 
other fine women : Who is that fine woman, faid 
I to my lawyer, who was come with me; for 
having a procefs in the parliament .at Paris, on 
account of cloaths made for me in the Indies, 
I had my counfellor always with me : It is 
the king's daughter, faid he -, and, befides her 
beauty, flio is of a moft excellent temper 5 it is a 
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pity that (he can never be queen of . Fr^flc<f<«* 
How! faid I, if,, which God. fofbid,; all hcf 
royal relatiohs and the princes of the . blqod. 
were to die, could not fhe inherit hegj feiHftiijSi 
kingdom ? No, faid the counfellor, the S^^licja^y id 
cxprefsly againft it. And whomade that Salic^.l^w* 
faid L That I know nothing of, anfwered he/, but 
the tradition is, that an ancient people called the 
Salians, who could ^ neither read nor write, had a 
law, by which in the Salic country no fem^)e was 
to inherit an hereditary fief; a^d this law has b^en 
admitted in a country which is not Salic. Hafe it fo,. 
faid I, and I annul it : You aflure me that, befides 
this princefs's beauty, fhe is of an excellent temper j 
(he has therefore an indifputable right to the ' 
crown, if unfortunately flie ftiould furvive all the reft 
of the royal family : my mother was heirefs to her : 
father, and this princefs (hall be heirefs to hers. 

The next day my caufe came on in one qf the 
courts of parliament, and they ail gave it againft 
me : my counfellor told me, that in another cpurt 
I Ihould have gained it unanimoufly. .Very odW* 
indeed, (aid I ; then fo many courts fo m#ny. 
laws. Yes, faid he, there arc no lefs than twenty-, 
five commentaries on' the common law at Parish 
that is, the Paris common Jaw has been twe/ity* 
five times proved to be ar^bigijous^ and wcre.there 
twenty- five courts, there v;ould be twenty^five dif- 
ferent bodies of laws. We ^haye, continued he, a 
province called Normar^dy, about fifteen leagues 
from Paris ; and there your caufe would have b?cn,* 
decided quite otherwife than here. Thi? o)ade me 
defirous of feeing; Normandy, and I went thither 
' with one of my brothers. At the firft inn we capie 
to, was a young man ftorming mod furiouQy. I . * 
'alked hini what was the matter? JMacter eiiQMgK 
anfwered he 5 I haVe an elder brother. Whcrqjs 
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Ihc migfity misfortune of having a brother, faid I 
to him ? my brother is my elder,, and yet we live 
very cafy together. But here. Sir, faid he, the 
damned law gives every thing to the elder, and the 
Jrouriger miy (liift fbr themlelves. If that be tfie 
cafe, faid I, well may you be angry ; with us, things 
arc equally divided; yet fometimes brothers do nbc 
love one another the better for it. 

Thefc little adventures led me t6 fortie very 
profound rcfleaions on the laws, and 1 found 
them to be like our garments; at doriftantinople it 
is proper to wear a doliman, and at Paris a coat. If 
all human laws are by compadt, faid I, the only point 
is to make good bargains. The citizens of Deli 
and Agra fay, that they made a very bad agree* 
ment with TameHahe': the fcitizenS of London 
again value thertifelves fcfr the good bargain they 
taade <yitfi king William 111. One of that opu- 
lent body was ftying to mei it is ncceffity which 
inakes laws, and force caufes them to be obferv- . 
cd. 1 afked him whether forcfe did not likewife 
make laws, and whether William the conqueror^ 
had not prefcribed to England laws, without 
any previous convention ? Yes, faid he, we were 
then oxen, and William put a yoke upon us, and 
goadtd us along. Since rhofe timeJ we arc become 
men ; but with our horns ftill remaining, we are 
fure to gore any one that will make us plough for 
him, and not for ourfel^^s. 

Full of thefe refledbions, I was pleafed to find 
that there is a natural law independant of all hu- 
man conventions; that the fruit of my labour (hould 
be my property; that it is my duty to honour my 
parents ; that I have no right to my neighbour's 
life, noc my neighbour $o mine, &c. But when it 
canie into my mind that, ffom Cordolaomer down 
to Mcntzel, colonel of huffars, it has been cufto- 

P ' mary. 
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mary, to (hew one's loyalty by efFufipn of hum^rt 
WockI, and to pillage one*s neighbour by paten^, 
i was touched jto the heart. 

I am told that robbers had their laws^. and that 
war had aMb its laws. On my afking what were 
thofc laws of war, I was anfwered : It is to. hang 
up a brave. officer for maintaining, again(t. a royal 
army, a bad poft and without cannon;, it is to 
hang up a prifoner if one of your men has been 
hanged ; it is to burn and deftroy thofe villages 
which have not brought in their whole fubfiftencc 
. at the day appointed by the gracious fovereign of 
the neighbourhood. So that is the fpiric of laws^ 
faidK 

By farther information I heard of forhe very wife 
Jaws, condemning a flicpberd to the galleys for 
nine years, for giving a little foreign fait to his 
"^flieep. A neighbour of mine has been ruined by 
an indidlment for cutting down two oaks in his 
own wood, not obfcrving a formaJity which he " 
had not been able to know any thing of: his wife 
died of grief in extreme diftrefs,and his fon lives, if 
it may befo called, very wretchedly. I own that 
thefe lawsiarejuft, tho'theexecution of them is a lit- 
tle hard •,' but I cannot bear with thofe laws which 
ifuthorize a' hundred thoufand men to go, under 
the pretence of ioyahy, and maffacre as many 
peaceable neighbours. The generality of mankind . 
appear to be naturally endued with fenfe enough to 
make laws.; but then it is ftot every ofte who has 
virtue fufficient to enafl good laws. 

Call together from all the ends of the earth, thf 
hufbandmcn, a fimple quiet clafs, they will, at once, 
agree thut the furplus of one's corn fhould be al- 
lowed to be fold to our neighbours ; and that a law 
to the contrary is both abfurd and inhuman^; that 
coin, as reprcfcnting provifions, fliould be no more 

adulte- 
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adutceHted than the produAs of the earth ; that a 
father of a famil j^ fliould be rhafter within his own 
walls i that religion fhould promote friend(hip and 
benevolence among men living in fociety, and riot 
make them fanatics ^and perfecutors ; that the la- 
bouring arid biify part of the world fliould riot de- 
^ prive themfdves of the fruits df their indiiffry, to 
beftow them on fuperftition and floth : this plain 
aflembly would in an hour make thirty fuch laws^ 
^11 beneficial to mankind. 

But fliould Tari[ierlane corhe and fubdue In- 
di^ ; then you will fee nothing but arbitrary laws. 
One fliall fqueeze a province to enrich a publican 
of Tamerlane's ; another fliall niake it high-trea- 
fto only for having dropped ^a free wdfd con- 
cerning the miftrefs of the raja's firfl: valet de 
chambre; a third fliall take away from the farmer 
half His harvefl^, and difpute the remainder with 
him ; and, what is worfe thSn all this, there will 
be laws^ by which a Tartar meflenger fliall come 
and take away your children in the cradle, making 
them fodiers or eunuchs according to their corifti- 
tutioriSi arid leave the father and mother to wipe 
away each other's tears. 

Now, whether is it beft to be Tjtmerlane*s dog 
or his fubjed ? Poubtlefs, his dog his by riiuch the 
beft of it. 



CIVIL and ECCtEStASTICAL LAWS, 

THE following minutes vfcte fpurid.afiiong 
the papers of an eminent lawyer, ^nd per- 
haps deferve a little confideratibn. 
^ No ccjclefiafldcal law, fliould ever be in force till 
it has formally received the exprefs fanftion of t^^e 

P 1 govefn- 
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government -, by this it was that Athens and Rome 
never had any religious quarrels. .'.. 

Thofe quarrels appertain only to. barbarous na- 
tions. * 

To permit or prohibit working on holidays^ 
fliould only be in the magiftrates power v it is not 
the fit concern of priefts to hinder men from cul^ 
tivating their grounds. ' 

' Every thing relating to marriages (bould depend 
ftlcly on the magiftrate ; and let the priefts be li^ 
inited to the auguft function of the folemnization. 

Lending at intereft to be intirely within the 
cognizance of the civil law> as by it> commercial' . 
affairs are regulated. 

All ecclefiaftics whatever fliould', ais tiie date's 
fubjeifts in all cafes, be under the control ai)d ani- 
riladverfioiJi of the government. 

Away witii that difgraccful abfurdity of paying 
to a foreign prieft the firft year's produce of an 
cftate, given to a prieft of our own country. 

No pricit fhould have it in his power to deprive 
a member oTfociety of the leaft privilege, on pre- 
tence of his fins ; for a prieft being, hiitifelf a 
fintier, is to pray foV finricrs : he has lio bufmefs^ 
to try and condemn them.- 

MagiftraieSj farmcrisf, and priefts, are alike to 
contribute to the cxpe rices of the ftate, as alike? 
belonging to the ftate. 

One weight, one meafure, one cuftpm. ' 

The puniftimertts of trimiiials (hould be of ufe y 
wherf a man is hanged he is gotfd for liothirigV 
whereas a man condemned to the public .works 
ftSl benciits his country, and is a living admoni- 
tion. 

Every law fhould be clear, uniform, and pre- 
cife ; explanations are for Ithe moft part corrup- 
tiont, 

• . • ' • - ^ The ^ 
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The only infamy (hould be vice. ' 
Taxes to be propoFtionate. 
A law Ihould never clafb with^ cuftam, for if tha 
jcuftom be good, the law muft be faulty. 



I ^ 



LIBERTY. 



A. A Battery of cannon is playing clofe by 
^l\^ your ears ; are you at liberty lo hear 

pr not to hear it ? 

B. Unqueftionably I cannot but hear it. 

A. Would you have thofe cannon carry ofFyoqr 

head, and your wife's and daughter's, who are 

walking with you ? 

' B.. What a queftion is that ? in my fober fenfes 

it is impofSble, that I fhould w.ll any fuch things 

Itcarjnot be. ^ - , . 

A. Wdl, you necflarily hear the cXplojSon of 
thofe cannon, and you neccflarily are againft you 
and your family being cut off by ^ cannon Ihot as 
you are taking the air j you have not the:. power 
not to hear^ nor the power of willing to repiain here*. 

B. Nothing more evident. .» 

A. Accordingly you have come thirty paces to 
be out of the cannons way : thus you have, had the 
power of walking that little fpafc with «nc. 

B. That again is' clear, 

A. And if you had been paralytic you could not 
have avoided being expofed to this battery ; you 
would not have had the power of being >wber€ you • 
are ; you would, neccflarily, not only h^ve beard 
the explofion, but received a cannon (hot j and 
thus you would neceflarily have been fciU^. 

B. Very true. 

A. In what then confifts your liberty ? if not in 
tbe power which your body has made ufe of to do^ 

P 3 whajf 
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what your volition, by an abfolute nccefllty, re- 
quired, 

B. You put tnc to a Hand. Liberty then is no- 
thing but the power of doing what I will. 

A. Think of it, and fee whether liberty can have 
any other meaning. 

B. At this rate my grey hound is as free as J 
am : he has neceflarily a will to run at the fight of 
a hare, and likewife the power of running,' if not 
)ame; fo that in nothing am I fuperior to my dogj 
this is levelling me with the beafts. 

A. Such are the wretched fophifms of the 
vyretched fophifts who haye tutored you. Wretch- 
ed thing indeed, to be in the fame ftare of liberty 
as your ddgl And are not you like your dog ih a 
thoufand things ? in hunger^ thirft, waking, fleep- 
ing ; and your five fenfes, are they not common to 
hiai ? are you for fmelling oth'crwife than through ' 
the nofe ? why then are you for having liberty 
in a nianner different from him. 

B. But I have a foul continually reafoning, 
which my dog knows little of : fimple ideias arc 
very nearly all his portion, whereas 1 have a thou- 
fand metaphyfical ideas. 

A. Well, you are a^ thogfand times more free 
than he •, that is, you have a thoufarui times more 
power of .thinking than he : ftill ypu-^re not free 
in a manner different from him. 

B. How ! am I not at liberty to will what I will ? 
A. Your meaning ? 

6. I mean what all the wc^rld means ^ is it not 
^'common faying, Will/isfree? 

A. A proverb is no reafon: pleafe to e^plaia 
yourfelf more clearly. 

B. I mean that 1 have the liberty of willing as I 
pkafe. 
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A. By your leave, there is no fenfe ici that* ' 
don't you perceive chat it is ridiculous to fay, I 
will w9l ; yqu will ncccffarily, in confequence o^ 
the ideas occurring to you : Would you marryf 
yes, or no ? 

B. But were I to fay, I neither will the one nor 
jthe other? 

A. That would be anfwering like him who faid, . 
fome think cardinal Mazarine dead, others believe 
bim dill living, and 1 believe neither one nor the 
pther. 

B- Well, I have a mind to marry. 

A. Good ! that is fomcthlng of an anfwcr ; and 
why have you a mind to .marry ? 

B. Becaufe 1 am in love with a young gentle,- 
' woman, who is handfome, of a fwect temper, well 

bred, with.a tolerable fortune, fings charmingly, 
and her parents are perhaps of good credit : be 
fides, I flatter myfelf, thac my addrefles are very 
acceptable both to her family and herfclf . 

A, Why, there is a reafon.: you fee you cannot 
will without a reafon, and I declare you have the 
liberty of marrying ; that is, you have the power , 
of figning the contradV. 

B. How ! not will without a reafon ! What thcij 
becomes of another proverb ? ." Sit pro ration^ vq- 
*^ luntas;'' my will is my reafon* I will beCaufe 
IwilL 

A. My dear friend, under favour, that ia an 
abfurdity ; tTiere would then be in you an effect 
without a caufe« 

B. What ! when I am plaving at even or odd, 
. is there a reafon for my chooiing even rather than 

Pdd ? ^ _ 

A. Yes, to be fure. 
. B. And pray let us hear that reafon i 

P 4 A. Be-. 
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Af Qecaufe the .idea of odd . prefemed itftlf t(t 
your ipiijd before jthe contrary notion. It would 
be ftrange, indeed, that in fome cafes you will be- 
cauie there is a c^uf<; of volition ; and that in fome 
cafes you will wiihout any caufe. In your willing 
to be married^ you evidently perceive the deter- 
mining reafon ; and in playing at even or x>dd, you 
do not perceive it ; and ytt one there muft be, 

B. Bpf again, ani I pot then frfje ? 

A. Your will is not free, but your fidions are ; 
you ^ arc free to a6l when you have the power of 
aftiiig. '. 

. JB* But all the books I have read on the liberty 
of indifference — •. — 

A. Arc nonfenfe : there is no fuch thing as li- 
berty of indjffcfcnce ; (E) it, is a word void of 
fenfe, anctcpined by thofe who were not overloaded 
with it. : . 

LIMITS of the human UNDERSTANpiNG/ 

POOR dpftor, thefe limits are every where. Art 
thou for knowing how it comes to pafs, that 
ihme arm and thy kg obey thy will, and thy liver 
docis not ? Wouldft thou inveftigate how thought 
is formed in thy minute underftanding, and the 
child in that woman's womb? I give thee what 



(E) Here our autbpr has followed Mr. liOcke, who fays, 
** that liberty belongs not to the will i and that it is as in* 
" fignificant to aik, whether a man's will be free, as to afk, 
**' whether his deep be fwift, or his virtue fquare. For li- 
'* berty being but a power belongs only to agents, and can- 
** not be an attribute of the will, which is alfo but a power.** 
See this notion refuted by Dr-^ Clarke' in his Demonftration 
of tl^e Beiog ^nd Attributes .of a God. : . , 

' ' time 
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time thou wik. Tell me alfo what is matter. 
Thy eq\lals have written ten thoufand volimies on 
this article : fome qualities of this fubilance they 
have; found; and children know them as well as 
thyfeif ; but what is that fubftance eflentially ? and 
what is that to which thou haft given the appella- 
tion of ipirit, from a Latin word fignifying breathy 
in the^ant of a better, becaufe thou haft no idea 
of it ? 

See this^ grain of corn which I^ throw into the 
ground/ and tell me how it rifes* again to (hoot 
forth a ftem with an ear ? Inform me how the 
fam^ ground produces an apple on this tree^ and 
a chefnut in that next to it : I could fill a folio 
with fuch queftions, to which thy anfwer ought to 
bie, I know not. , 

Andyetthou haft taken thy degrees, and weareft 
a furred gown and cap, and art called mafter; and 
there is another fool, who, priding himfelf upon a 
petty employment in fome paltry town, conceits that 
he has likewife purchafed the privilege of judging, 
and condemning what he does not underftand* 

Montaigne's motto was, " What do I know ?" 
(Que fai-je?) and thine is, "What do I not know?'* 
(Que ne fai-je pas i) 

L O V E. 

AMOR omnibus idem. Here we muft call in 
the conftitution ; the ground is natural, and 
embroidered by imagination. . Shall I give you an 
idea of love ? View the fparrows in thy garden ; 
view thy pidgeons ; behold the bull led to thy . 
heifer ; look on that fpirited horfe, which two of 
thy fervants are bringing to thy mare, who quiedy 
waits his coming, an4 turns afide her tail to admit 
' . himj 
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him^ how his eyes glare, how he neighs ; obferve 
.how he prances ; his ereft cars, his conviilfcd 
mouth, his ftiorting, his turgid noftriJs, his fiery 
breath iflfuing from them; the fiutterings. of his 
ittane ; *the impetuofity with which he ru(hes on 
tht objeft that nature has appoint;ed'for him: 
but forbear all jealoufy, and confider the advanr 
tages of the human fpecies } in matters of love 
they make up for thofe which nature has given tQ 
bcafts, ftrength, beauty, aftivity, and velocity. 

There are even creatures ftrangers to fruition. 
It is a delight of which (hell-fifti are deprived j the 
female ejedts millions of^ eggs on the flime and 
mud; the male, in pafling by fecundates them by 
his fperm, without troubling himfclf what female 
they belong to, 

Moft creatures in copulation receive pleafure 
only from one fenfe, and that appetite fajiificd, 
fif^ into infenfibility. Thou alone of all animals 
art acquainted with the warm endearments of em- 
braces 5 thy whcJe body glows with ecftatic fcnfa- 
tions ; thy lips efpecially enjoy a mpft fweet de- 
light, without fatiety or wearinefs, and this delight 
js peculiar to thy fpecies. JLaftly, thou canft at 
all times give thy fclf to love ; whereas other crear 
tuics have only, a ftated fcafon. Rcfleft on thefe 
pre-eminence?, .and thou wilt fay with the earl of 
Rochefter, ** Love would caufe the deity to be 
worfhipped in a land of atheifts," 

As it has been imparted to mankind to improve 
the fcveral gifts of nature, they have made improve- 
ments in love. Cleanlinefs," or the care of one's per- 
(on, rendering the (kin fofter, incrcafes the pleafure 
of touch ; and attention to health adds a more ex- 
quifitc fenfibility to the organs of voluptuoyfnefs. 

All other, fentiments combine with that of love, 
as metals amalgamate with gold : friendfbip and 

efteenj , 
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eftcem join tb fujjport it ; 'and the talents, both of 
jhe body and mind, are ^idditionial tics. 

•^ Nam facie ipfa fuis interdum fa^miqa fadis, 
Morigerifque modis et mundo corpori cuitu, 
Ut facile infuefcat fecum vir degere vitam.'* 

Self-love efpecially adds force to the , fevetal 
ties. We are epraptured with our choice, an^d z 
crowd of illuGons decorate that work, of which the 
foundation is laid in nature. ' 

Such is thy prc-emijience above other animals j 
but if thou enjoyeft fo many pleafurcs withheld from 
them; how many vexations are thy portion of 
which beafts have no idea ! One dreadful circum- 
ftante to thee is, that, in three-fourths of the earth, 
nature has infefted the delights of love and the 
fource of life with a horrible diftcrriper, no which 
man alone h fubjeft, and in him aflfcdtirigonly the 
organs of generation. * . 

This contagion is not like many other diftem- ' 
pers, theconfequenceofexceffes; neither was it de-^ 
bauchery which brought it into the world. Phryne, 
Lais, Flora, and Meffalina^ knew nothing of 
it. It received ita birth in iflands, where mankind 
lived in innocence j jind thence it has fpread itfelf 
jnto the old world. * ^ 

If ever nature could be arraigned of negleftrng 
its work, of thwarting its own plan, and^ciswntcr- 
^ing its own views, it is here. Is this' the beft 
of the poffible worlds ? What ! has Caefar, An- 
tony, Odavius never had this diftemper ; and was 
it not poffible that it ffequld not prove the death of 
tVancis I. ? No, it is faid, things were fo ordered 
ifor the beft ; I will believe fo, but that's very me- 
lancholy for thofc to whom Rabelais dedicated his 
book, . 

SOCRA. 
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SOCRATIC LO y Ei 

As it is called (Fj. ' . 

HO W could it be, that a vice, which if gc* 
neral, would cxtinguilh the human fpecics, 
an infamous crime againft nature, {bould be- 
co9i^ & natural ? It appears to be the laft degree 



(F) The very ingenious and learned ciijtics, known by the 
vulvar name of the Monthly Reviewers, have pofled a moft 
fcvere cenfure upon this whole article. *f We* conceive, lay 
•* they, it,co\ild only coipe from the pen of one of the* molt 
'' inconfiderate, diffolute, and abandoned of mankind. No- 
** thing can be piore infamous t!han what is there advanced, 
" in palliation of the moft deteftable of all crimes.V But 
no1^hing can he rnorc fidfe, than that our author attempts to 
palliate j^ns tnnie. Dpes not he fet out with affirming it to 
be deftru6dve of the human race, a debafement and violas 
tion of nature, and the higheft degree of corruption ? Is this 
a palliation ? or is it not rather a reprefentation of that in- 
&mous vice in the light it deferves. Whethe? he be 
iriiftaken in tracing Its fou^-ce, w^ cannot pretend to af- 
firm, . not being fo' well acquainted as thofe learn^ critics 
with the praftices of the courts of juftic^, nor with th^ 
arts of thofe hypocritical monfters, ' h^ckn^yed in the ways 
of iniquity. But after all, this is a mer^e ppint of fpecula- 
tion^ not at all tending to imipor^^ty. He may be mif- 
taken again, when he fays, that the Greeks pever autho- 
rized thinffvice, and that the Socicatic Love was not infaqibus. 
But thefe^ are hiftorical ^natters, concerning which men of very 
great learning have differed in opinion. Our author, how- 
ever, thinks the crime fo horrid and unnatural, that' it could 
never be audiorized by any government ; Co that, inftead of 
looking on this article of Socratic Love with the feme horror 
as the fcrupuious Reviewers, we rather apprehend it to be one 
of the leaft exceptionable parts of the whole work. But as 
Mn Drydcn well obferves, much of ill nature- and ayery Jit^^ 
tie judgment, go far in finding the millakes of writers. .* 
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of rtfitftlve corruption 5 and yet it is ufually foutid 
ifi thofe who have not had time to be corrupted.* 
It makes 'its way into novice hearts^ who are 
ftrangers to ambition, fraud and a third after 
wealth; it is blind youth, which at the end of child- 
hood, by an unaccountable inftind:, plunges icfelf 
into this enormity. 

The inclination of the two fexes for each other 
declares itfclf very early; but after all that has* 
been faid of the African women, and thofe of the 
fouthern part of Afia, this propenfity ts much 
ftronger in man than in woman. Agreeably to 
the univerfal law of nature in, all creatures, tt is 
ev^r the male who makes the BrO; advances. The 
young males of our fpecies brought up together^ 
coming to feel that play which nature begins to un- , 
fold to them, in the vrant of the natural objedl of 
their inftinft; betake themfclves to a refemblancc 
of fuch objefts. 

It is nothing uncommon for a boy by iAt beau* * 
ty of his complexion, and the mild fparkle of his ^ 
eyes for two or three years, to have the look of a 
pretty girl* : now the Jove of fuch a boy arifes from 
a.miftake in nature ; the female fcx is honoured in 
oiir fondnels for what partakes of her beauties, 
and when fuch refemblance is. withered by age, the 
miftake i$ at an end. 

citraque juventam 
jEtatis breve ver et primos carpere flores. 

This miftake in nature is known to be much more 
dommon in mild climates than amidft the northern 
frofts, the blood being there more fervid and the 
occafion more frequent : accordingly, what feems 
only a weaknefs in young Alcibiadcs, is in a Dutch. < 
failor oraRuiTian futlcr; a loathfome abomination^ . 

I can* 
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I cannot bear that the Greeks (hould be charged 
Ivith having authorized this licentioufnefs. The- 
kgiflatar S^Ion is brought in becaufe he has faidy 

*• Thou- (halt carefe a bcaateous boy. 
Whim no beard his fmooth'chin deforms.'^ 

Bat ifvho will fay that Solon wa^ a legiOator at 
the time of his making thofe two ridiculous lines ? 
H^-was then young, and when the rake was grown 
virtuous, it cannot be thought that he inferred fuch 
an infamy among the laws of his republic : it is 
like acGufmg Theodore deBexa of having preached 
up pedrrafty it! his chiircb, beeaufe, in his youth, 
he had mfadi vcffcs on young CandiduSj and fays : 

" Amplcftor hunc et illam;'* 

Plutarch likewife is mifunderftood; who^ among 
his rants ih the dialogue on love, makes one of the 
fpeakers fay, that women are not worthy of a ge- 
nuine love ; but another fpeaker keenly takes the 
women's part. 

It is as certain, as the .knowledge of antiquity 
can be, that Soeratic love was not an infamous 
pafflon. It is the word love has occafioned the 
miftake. The lovers of a youth were ex'adtl/what 
among us are the minions of our princes, or, for- 
merly the pages of honour -, young gentlemen 
who had partaken of the education of a child of 
^ rank, and accompanied him in his ftudies or in the 
field : this was a martial and holy inftitution, but 
it was foon abufed, as were the nofturnal feafts 
and orgies. 

The troop oMovers inftituted by Laius, was aa 
invincible corps of young warriors engaged by 
oath, mutually to lay down their lives for one ano- 
ther 3 
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therj and, perhaps, never had antient difciplinc 
any thing more grand and ufeful. 

Sextus Empiriqus and others qiay talk as long 
Hi they pleafe of pederafty being recommended 
by the laws of Pcrfia. Let them qupt? tht tcxp of 
the law, and even ftiew the Perfian code, yet will 
I not believe it ; I will fay it is not true^ by reafon 
of its being iorpofllble. I do aver that it is not in 
human nature to make a law cpntridi^lory and in- 
jurious to nature; a. law -which, if literally kept 
to, would put an end to the human fpecies. The 
thing is, fcandalous cpftoms being coi^nived at, ar^^ 
' Qften miftaken for the laws of a. country, Scxtua 
^ Empiricus, doubting qf every thing, might as 
welljdoubt of this juhfprudence^ If living in our 
days he had feen two or three young jefuits fond- 
ling fomc fchdlars, could he from,thepce fay that, 
thisffport was permitted them^by the conftitution* 
of Ignatius Loyola ? 

The love of boys was fo common at Rome, that 
t)0 punilhment vVas thought.of for a foolery intOv 
which every body run headlong. Oftaviu^ Au- 
guftws, that fenfualift, that cowardly- murderer, 
dared to bamfh Ovid, at the fame tiqie that he was 
very well pleaftd with Virgil^s finging the beauty 
ind flights of Alexis, and Horace's making little 
odes tor Ligurinus* Still the old Scao'tinian law. 
-' agai.nft pederafty was in force : the enVperor Philip 
revived it, ajid caufed the boys who followed that 
tra;:^e to be driven out of Rome, In a word, I 
Cannot think th^t ever there was a policed nation, 
where the laws >vcrex:oncrary.to morality. 



. SELF- 
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SELF-LOVE. 

AB E: G G A R, about the fkirts of Madrid; 
ufed to a{k alms with gfeat dignity : one 
pafling by faid to him. Are not you aibamM to 
follow thisf ilandalotis trade, ^ you who are able to 
work ? Sir, anfwered the beggar, I a(k you for 
money and not fdr advice 5 then turned his back 
upon htm with all the ftatelinefs of a Caftilian. Doit 
was a lofty beggar indeed, his vanity foon took 
pet. He could afk alms out of fcJf-love ; and front 
another kind of felf-love. Would not bare reproof. 

A miflionary in India met a facquier loaded with 
chains, as bare as an ape, lying on his belly, while 
his countryman, at his rcqucft, was whippmg him 
fbrhisfins, and at the fame time dropping him fome 
farthings. What felf-denial is this, whatabafement^ 
faid one of the fpeAators. Self-dtnial, abafement I 
anfwered the facquier ; I would have you 10 know, 
that i confenc t6 be flogged in this world, only to 
give it you home in the other, when you (hall be 
horfes and I the rider. 

Thus they who have affirmed felf-love to be the 
bafis of all our fcntinients and all our actions, are 
much in the right, in India, Spain, and all the ha- 
bitable parts ot the earth -, and as there is no occa^ 
fion to dcmonftrate that men have a face, as little 
need there is of proving to them that they are aftu- 
ated by felf-love. This felf-love is the means of 
our prefervation J and like the inllrument of the 
perpetuation of the fpecies, it is neceflary, it is; 
dear to us, it gives us pleafure, but ftill is to be 
concealed, 

LUXURY. 
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LUXURY. 

^H%€>R thefe two thoufand years pad lukury JhaJ - 
, JP been deckimed ^gainft^ both in vcrfc- ajptd 
prc^( and ftill mankind has always xjeligh ted in iiu 

What encomiums have been befto\^ed on thd 
primitive Romany, when thofe banditti ravaged 
their neighbours fields! Whe;), to incre^fe their 
poor village, they dcftroycd the pdor' pillages c(f 
the Volfci and Saiuoitfes. -They were, lb be fure, 
men of a gloripus difintereftednefs, and • elevated 
virtue! gold^ filver* and jewels they never hadf 
Hokn, becaufe there were no fuch tlfJngs in the 
towns M/hich they, pillaged 5 their woods and fens 
affbrded^o partridges norpheafants j and their teni- 
|)erancc *is cried up. . - 

. Wl*en having gradually plundered people after 
people, from the Adriatic to the Euphrates, they had 
fcnfe tiwugh to fit down- in thex}uiec enjoyment of 
their ripinc for feven or eight hundred years 5 whent 
they caltrvated every aft,^nd lived in every plea- 
fur^, and even introduced them among thofe whom 
they had conquered j then they arc faid to have loft 
bojth tfeeir prudente and virt;jc. 

. ThC; ftibftaBCe of all thefe declamations, is to\ 
ffove, fhat a robber ought never to eat the dinncf 
lie has, taken ^\vay^ nor wear the cloaths or ring 
tvhich he has ftoicn. Thofe things, fa:y the de- 
claimerSj.tO'keep themfelves honeft* they Ihould 
have thrown .into the river. Rather fay, gentle- 
men . that they ought not to have robbed 5 exe- 
crate robbers asmuch as you pJeafe^ but do not 
call theni madmen, for quietly enjoying whac 
they have got. Are thofe Englifh to be blamed^ 
^ho,' after filling their purfes at* the taking of Pon- 
dichcrry and the Havanna, made them fomething 
^ . Q lightel 
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lighter acnidft the diverfions of London, in amehd"^ 
for the hardfhips they had undergone in Afia and 
America? 

Would thofe declaimers have a man bury the 
riches which he may have acquired by war or agri- 
culture,' by trade and ingenuity ? They quote La- 
cedemon, and why do they not alio quote the re- 
public of St. Marino ? What good did Sparta ever 
do to Greece ? Did it ever produce a Demofthe- 
nes, a Sophocfes, an Apelles, or a Phidias ? 
whereas the luxury of Athens gave rife to great 
men of every kind. Sparta had lome good com- 
manders, and yet not fo many as the other cities. 
But we will allow fo petty a republic as Lacedfe- 
mon to retain its poverty. Whether we live in 
fcarcity, or in the affluent fruition of whatever' 
makes life pleafant, we (hall one day come to our 
journey's end. The Canadian lives, and lives to 
old age, as well as the Englifhman who has fifty 
thoufand pounds a year j but who will' compare the 
country of the Iroquois to England ? 

That the republic of Ragufa and the Canton of 
Zug, make fumptuary laws, is right ; the poor^man 
is not to fpcnd beyond his ability j and I have read 
fomewhere, ' 

*« Luxury enriches the ample ftate, 
Whilft the Icfs profp^rous finks beneath its 
weight.*^ 

If by luxury you mean * excefs, excefs in every 
thing is certainly pernicious ; in abftinence as irf 
gluttony, in parfimony as in liberality. I cJon*t 
know how it coriies co pafs that, in my villages, 
where the foil is very indifierenr, the taxes heavy, ^ 
the prohibition againft the exportation of grain into- 
lerably rigid J yet is there fcarce a farmer, who is 

not 

' Digitized by Vj 009 1^ 



D I c 1 1 6 N A k V. iif 

hbt well cloathed and fed. But fhouid this farmer 
foUpw his rural occupations in his beft cloaths^ ^ 
clean linnen, and his hair curlM ai\d powdered ; a 
greater piece of luxury there could not be, befides 
the ridiculoufnefs of it : but for a citizen of Paris 
pt London, to go to the play apparellM like this 
farmer^ is a mpll ciownifti and indecent piece of 
ftingincfs. 

** Eft modiis in rebus, funt certi denique fines^ 
Quos ultra citraque ncquit con.fiftcre reftum." 

On the invention of Sciflbrs, which certainly^ 
doei not belong to the moft remote antiquity^ 
doubtlefs feyere were th« declamations againft the 
firft who pared their nails, and cropped off part 
of their hair^ which hung down to their nofe. . To 
be fure they were called fops and fpendthrifcs, lay- 
ing put their money for an inftrumeA't of vanity^ 
to tnir the creator's work. What an enormity, to* 
cut off the horn which God has caufed to grow at 
our fingers ends ! it is an infult to the t)eity. But 
much worfe vvas it on the firft appearance of Ihirts 
and focks : it is ftill well knownj with what heat 
the old counfelloTs, who had never worn any, ex- 
claimed againft the younger, who came into thi^ 
deftrudive piece of luxury. 

M A b ^f E S S. 

I AM not going about to revive Erafmiis^d 
treatife, which in our times would, be but ^ 
<jommOn place- bool<, and that none of the moft; 
entertaining. 

By madnefs is meant that diftemper of the or- 
gans of the brain, which neceffarily hinders a tAart 

Q z ' it&tn 
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from thinking and a6ling like others ; if unable tor 
manage his fubftance, a commiiFion is ifTued ouc 
againft him; if incapable of ideas, fuitable to fo- 
ciety, he is excluded ; if he be dangerous, he is 
fliut up; and, if frantic, he is bound. 

An important obfervation here is, ihatthis man • 
h not without ideas ; he has them, whilft waking, 
like all other men, and often in his fleep. It may 
be alked how his foul, being fpiritual and immbr- 
tal, and.rcfiding in his brain, whither all the ideas 
arc conveyed to if, by the fenfes very plain and dif- 
tinft, yet never forms a right judgment of them. 
It fees objeds equally as the fouls of Ariftotle,. 
Plato, Locke, and Newton ; it hears the fame 
founds, it has the fame fcnfc of the touch ; how . 
happens it then, that with the fame perceptions as 
the vifeft men, it makes a wild incoherent juro-^ 
ble, without being able tahelp it felf ? It this^ 
fimple and eternal fubftance h'as the fame inftrif- 
ments fdr afting as the fouls of the wifefl. brains, 
k Aould reafon like them -^ what can hinder it ? If 
this madman fees red and the fenfible man blue p 
if when this hears muGc,^the madman hears the 
braying of an afs ; if when they are at church, the 
fnadman thinks himfelf at the play ; if when they 
hear yes, he hears no, I muft of neceffity conclude 
that his foul muft think differently from the others. 
But this madman has the like perceptions asTthey;: 
and there is no apparent reafon why his foul, having 
through the fenfcs received all its tools, cannot 
make ufe of them. It is faid to be pure, to be, of 
itf^lf, fubjeft to no infirmity, to be provided with 
all neceflary helps ; and whatever happens in the 
body. Its eflcnce remains unalterable j yet it is 
carried in its, cafe to Bedlam. * - 

This refleftion may give rife to an apprehen^ 
&&Dy that the faculty of thinking, with which man 

i* 
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i^ endued, is liable to be difprdered like the other 
fenfes. A madman is a patieat, whofe brain fuf- 
ftrrs ; as a gou'y man is a patient whofe feet and 
hand» fufFer ; he thought by means of the brain, as 
he walked with his feet, without knowing any 
thing of his incomprehenfible power to walk, nor 
of his.no lefs incomprehenfible power to think* , 
The brain may have the gout as well as the fecM 
after all, let us argue ever fo long, perhaps it is 
faith, a^one, which can convince us, that a fimple 
,and immaterial fubftance can be fick. (G)^ 

Some .Dodors will fay to the madman. Friend, 
Tho' thou haft no longer common fenfe, thy foul is 
no lefs pure, fpiritual, and Immortal than ours ; 
but our foul is in good quarters, and thine other- 
wife.^ The windows of its apartment are flopped 
up i "and it is ftifled for want of air. . The mad- 
man, in his calm intervals, would give thena this 
anfwer : This is always' your way, you arc begging 
the queftion j my windows are as much opetj as 
yours, I fee the fame objefts and hear the fame 
words,: fo that my fQul muft neccflarily cither 
make a bad ufe of its fenfes, or itfelf be but a vi-^ 
tiated fenfe, a depraved quality. In a word, either 
my foul is naturally mad, or I, havq no foul. 



(G) Our author is all of a fudden a great IHckler for feith $ 
but yve are afraid it proceeds from his ignorance in philofo- 
phy. The foul has its perceptions, it is true, by means of 
the fenfes, Burthefe perceptions may be impeded by bo- 
dily indifpofition, or by an irregular conftruAion of the in- 
ternal or external organs. In th^t cafe it does not fee the 
•objefts in the fame manner as the foul of Plato and Ariftotle ; 
that is, it does, not receive the fame- perceptions ; ancf there- 
fore it may be faid to be Tick and difordered as to the exercife 
of its faculties. See the article SOUIo where the reader will 
fiflilthe proofs of its being an immaterial fubftance. 
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One of the dodors will anfwer, Brother, God 
may perhaps have created mad as . well as wife 
lbul». The madman will reply. To bclitve wb^t 
you fay, I muft be madder than 1 am. For God's 
lake, you who are fovcry knowing, tell me where •» 
fore is it that I am hiad ? 

If the doctors h^ve any fenfe rernaining, their 
anfwer will be: We know not» Why a brain has in- 
coherent ideas is above their comprehenfion -, and 
they as little comprehend why, in another brain, 
the ideas are regular and connefted. They will 
fancy themfelves wife, and they arc np lefs m^4 
than he. 

MATTER (H)/ 

WISE men, on being afked what the foijl 
is, anfwei", they are .entirely ignorant of it ; 
and if afked what matter is, they give the like an7 

fwer. 



(H) M. Voltaire pretends to give under this ^ticle the 
©pinions of the ancient philofophers in . regard to matter, 
V^hich hp does not however attempt to refute. It is fufHcient 
rfor him to know by faith that God drew master mit of no- 
thing. He therefore fuppofes, that the n'on-eternity of mat- 
ter, or the creation of the world in time, is not to be de- 
monftrated ftri(Slly by bare reafoning ; but the proof of it can . 
be taken only from revelation. And herein perhaps he is 
right. But he is grofsly miftaken in feveral other points, as 
that, according to the light of reafon only, motion muft be 
cffential to matter, and matter itf^lf neceflarily exifting. 
Were motion elTentialto matter, it would imply a contra-- 
difiion in term$ to fuppofe matter at reft, which is highly 
abfurd. Then that matter is not neceiTarily felf^exiiting, 
evidenitly appears fropi the doctrine of a vacuum. It has been 
demonftrated that all fpace was not filled with matter ; con- 
f^quently there pauft be a vacuum, if fo, it is evidently 

more 
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fwer. 'Profeflbrs indeed, and cfpecially fchool- 
men, are perfedlly verfed in ihofe things ; and 
when they fay as tjiey. have been taught, that 
matter is extended and divifible, they-fancy^ 
that is all ; tut when defined to tell what this , 
extended thing is, then they arc hard put to it. 
It is Gompofed of parts, fay they. And thcfi^ 
parts, of what are they com pbfed ? Are the ele-. 
nients of thofe parts divifible ? Then they are fl.rujc|c 
duhib or talk without end, which is equally fuf- 
picious. This almoft unknown being called mat- 
ter, is it eternal ? So all antiquity believed. Has 
it, of it felf, an aftiye force ? This is the bpinioa 
of feveralphilofopKers. Have they who deny it, any 
fuperior reafon for their opinion ? You do not con- 
ceive that matter can, intrinfically, have any property 5 
but how can you affirm that it l^as not intrinfically 
fuch properties as are neqcflary to it? You know 
nothing of its nature, and yet deny it to have 
modes, which refide in its nature: for, after all, 
as mattef exifts, it mufl: have a form and figure ; 
and being neceffarily figured, is it impofllble that' 
there are other modes annexed to its configura- 
tion ? Matter exifts, this you know ; but you know 
it no farther than by your fenfations. Alas ! whac. 
avail all fubtilcies and fophifms, fince reafoning has 
been in vogue ? Geometry has taught us many 
truths,, and metaphyfics.very few. We weigh, we 

' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' mm^mmmmm^^mmmm i " 

more than poflible for matter not to be ; therefore it is not a 
necefTary being. And fome may anfwer, that matter may be 
neceffary, though not necefTary to be every where ; but this is 
infinitely abfurd ; for if it be no impoffibility for matter to 
be abfent from one place, it is no abfolute impoffibility, in the 
nature of the thing, that matter Ihould be abfent from any 
other place, or from every place. See Dr. Clarke on the Be- 
ing and Attributes of God, and Wollafton'5 Religion of Na» 
jure Delineated. . 

0^4 meafurc^ 
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meafure, wc an^lyfe, we decompound matter; hm; 
on offering to go a ftep beyond thefe rude opera- 
tions, we find purfelves bewildered, -and an abyfi? 
opens before us. 

Forgive, I in treat you, the mi (lake of the whole 
iiniVcrfe, in believing matter felf-exiftent. How 
.cQuld they do ochefwife ? how could they conceive 
thar^ what i$ withou*- fucceffion has 'not always 
been ? were the exiftencc of matter not neceflary, 
why exifts it ? and if it was to exift, why fhould it 
not always have cxifted ?, never was axiotn more 
pniverfally received T^an this : nothing produce? 
nothing. The contrary indeed is incomprehenfible: 
$ill nations have held their chaos anterior to the 
divine difpofition of the world. The eternrty of 
matter never vyas known to do any hurt to the 
worfhip of the Deity, Religion never took offence 
at an eternal God's being owned as the maftcr of 
an eternal ipatter j it is the happinefs of our times 
• to know by fairh, that God drew matter from no- 
thing ♦, 'an article, which no nation had been in^ 
formed of: the very Jews know nothing of it. The 
firft verfe of GeheflsTays, that the god§ Eloim, and 
not Eloi, made heaven and earch •, it does not 
fay that heaven and earth were created qpt of no.* 
^hing. ' V 

Ptiilo, who came at the only time when the 
Jews had any erudition, fays, in his chapter of the 
creation^ ^' God being naturally good, did not 
*'*envy fobftance or matter, which of itfelf had 
*' nothing good, which naturally is nothing bu^ 
*' inertncis, confufion, and diforder; b^t from bad 
y as it was, he condefcended to make it good/* 

The opinion of the chaos being arranged by a 
deity is to be met with in all the ancient theogonies. 
Hcfiod,in faying, " the chaos was firft jn cxittencc,'* 
delivered the thoughts of the whole eaftj and Ovid 

declared 



Digitiz; 



pd by Google 



B I e T I O N A R Y. i^j 

fificlared the fentiments of the Roman empire irj 
fhe following vcrfc : 

^^ Sic ubi difpofitam quifquis fuit illc deorum 
Congcjiem fecuit." 

Matter therefore was looked on in the hands of 
God as clay under the potter's wheel; if fuch faint 
images may be iifcd to exprefs the divine power. 
Matter being eternal fliould have eternal proper-r 
tie^, as configuration, the inert power; motion, and 
divifibility. But this divifibility is no more than 
the confequehcc of motion, as without motion 
there can be no divifion, feparation, nor arrange- 
ment-, therefore tnotion was looked on as effen- 
tial to matter. The chaos had been a confufed mo- 
tion ; and the arrangement of the univerfe was a 
regular motion, impreffed on all bodies by the 
Sovereign of the wojld* But how (hould matter of 
icfelfhave niotion ; as, According to all the an- 
cients, it has extenfion and impenetrability ? 
' It cannot, however, be conceived without exten- 
fion, and it may without motion. To this the anfwer 
was. It is impoffible but matter muft be perme- 
able ; and if permeable, fomething muft be con- 
tinually paffing into its pores ; where is the ufe of 
paflages, if nothing paffes through them ? 

There would be no end of replying : the fyftcm 
of the eternity of matter has, like all other fyfterhs, 
very great difficulties. That of matter formed out 
of nothing is not lefs incomprehehfible. It muft 
be admitted, without flattering ourfelves to ac- 
count for it ; philofophy does not account for 
every thing. How many incomprehenfible things 
aire admitted, even in geometry itfelf ! can you 
conceive two lines ever approaching to each. other, 
gnd^ never meeting ? • 

Geome- 
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Geometricians, indeed, will tell us, the proper- 
tics of the afymptotes are dcmonftrated to you» 
fo that you cannot but admit them ;^ the creation 
is not, wherefore then do you admit it ? what diffi* 
culty do you find to believe, with all antiquity, 
the eternity of matter ? On the other hand, the 
divine pufhes you, and fays, that in believing the 
eternity of matter, you make two principles, God 
and ^natter, and fall into the error of Zoroafter 
and Manes. 

The Geometricians (hall go without an aofwer, 
for they pay no regard to any thing but their lines, 
their furfac^s, and their folids ; but to the divine 
it may be faid, how am I a manichec ? There is 
an heap of ftoncs which no archited has made, 
but with them he has built a vaft edifice. ! Here 
I do not admit of two architefts •, only the rough 
Hones have fubmitted to the operations of power 
•and genius. " - 

Happily, which cver.fyftem be efpoufed, mo- 
rality is hurt by neither; for what fignifies ir, 
whether matter be made or. only arranged ? God 
is equally our abfolute mafter. Whether the 
chaos was only put in order, or whether it was 
created of nothing, ftill it behoves us to be vir- 
tuous : fcarce any of thefe metaphyfical queftions 
have, a relation to the conduft of life j ,difpute^ 
are like table-talk, everyone forgets after dinner 
what he has faid,. and goes a]^ay where his intereft 
and inclination lead him. 



I MESSIAH. 

ME S S I A H or Mefhiah in Hebrew, Chrif- 
tos or Celomenos in , Greek, Undtus in 
^ fignifies anointed, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DICTION ART. 233 

We fee in the Old Teftament that the name of 
Meffiah was often given to idolatrous, or infidel 
princes. God is faid to have fent a prophet to 
anoint Jehu king of Ifrael 5 he fignifeed the facred 
unftion to Hazael king of Damafcus and Syria, 
thofe two princes being the Meffiahs of the moft 
high to puniiti the houfe of Ahab. 

In the 45th of Ifaiah, the name of Mefljah is ex- 
prefsly. given to Cyrus. " Thus haih the Lord 
faid to his anointed (his Meffiah) whofe right hand 
I have holden to fubdue nations before him;*' 

Ezekiel, in the twenty-eighth chaptcr.of his Re* 
velations, gives the appellation of Meffiah to the king 
of TyruSj whom he alfo calls Cherubin. Son of man, 
fays the eternal to the prophet, lift up thy voice and 
utter a lamentation concerning the king of Tyrus; 
and fay unto him, thus faith the Lord, the eternal, 
phou waft the feal of the Ijkenefs of God, full of 
wifdom, and perfedt in beauty: thou waft the^Lord's 
garden of Eden ; or, according to other verfions, 
ThoU waft the J.ord's whole delight. Thy gar- 
ments were of fardonix, topaz, jafper, chryfolite, 
onyx, beryl, fapphire, carbuncle, emerald, and 
'gold. What thy tabrcts and thy flutes could do 
was within t:hee j they were all ready on the day 
thou waft created; thou haft a cherubim, a Meflian. 

This title of Meffiah, or Chrift, was given to 
the kings, prophets, and high-priefts among the 
Hebrews. The Lord and his Meffiah are^itncfs, 
I Kings, chap, xii. ver. 3. that is, the Lord and 
the king whom he hath fet up; and elfewhere, 
touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no 
harm. David, who was divinely infpired, in more 
' than one place gives the title of Meffiah to Saul 
his rejefted father-in-law, who pcrfccuted him. 
God forbid, fays he frequently, that I (hould lay 
my hand qq the Lord's anointed, the Meffiah of 
Co4 ^ . The 
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'Asthenamcof Meffiah, oranointed of the Ecernal^ 
has been given to idolatrous kings and^reprobate 
pcrfons, very often has h been ufed to indicate the 
true anointed of the Lord ; the Mefljah, by way of 
excellence, the Chrift, the Son of God ; laftly, God 
himfelf. 

If all the orades ufually applied to the MeflSab, 
were to be ^compared, it may give rife to fome 
fceming 'difficulties, and which the Jews. have 
made ufe of to juftify their hardnefs of belief and 
obftinacy, did it admit of an apology ? Several 

. (eminent divines allow, that the Jews, groaning un- 
der an oppreflive Qavery, and having fo many re- 
peated promifcs from the Eternal, might well long 
for .the coming of a Meffiah, who was to deliver 
them and fubdue their enemies ; and that they are , 
in fome meafure, excufablc for having not imme- 
diately perceived Jefus to be this deliverer and 

^conqueror. 

It was agreeable to the plan of eternal wifdom, 
that the fpiritual ideas of the real Meffiah (houlcj 
be unknown to the blind multitude ; and fo far 
were they unknown, that the JewiQi doftors have 
denied that thofe paflages which we produce, are to ' 
be underftpod.of the Meffiah. Many affirm that 
the Meffiah is already come in the perfon of He- 
zckiah y and this .was the famous Hillel's opinion. 
Others, and thefe are many, fay, that the belief 
of the coming of a Meffiah, fo far from being a 
fundamental article of faith, was only a comfort- 
able hope, no fuch thing being mentioned in the 
Pecalogue, or in Leviticus. 

Several Rabbins tell you, that they do not in 
the leaft queftion the Meffiah's being come at the 
time decreed ; that he is not however growing old, 
but remains in the world concealed, and waits till 
Ifrael (hall have duly celebrated the Sabbath, to 
reveal himfejf. The 
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.The famous Rabbi, Solomon Jarchy or Rafchy^ 
tvho lived in the beginning of the twelfth century, 
fays, in ht& Talmudics, that the antient Hebrews 
believed the Meffiah to.have been born on the very 
day of the final deftrudtion of Jerufalem by the 
Romans. This anfwers 'to the common faying^ 

• of fending for ^e doctor when tt man is 
dead. 

The rabbi Kimchy, who alfo lived in the twelfth 
century, preached that the Meffiah, whofc coming 
he imagined to be at hand, would drive the Chris- 
tians out qf Judea, which was then in their po&f&ad^ 
The Chriftians, indeed, were difpoffeffed of the"^ 
Holy Land ; but this was done -by Saladin*, and had 
that conqueror taken the Jews under his protcc-' 
tion, it is very probable that,^ in their emhufiafno^ 
fhey would have made him their Meffiah^ 

The facred authors, and our Lord Jefus him- 
felf, often compare the Meffiah's reign, and nhe 
eternal beatitude, to a wedding and banquet ; but ^ 

- thefe parables have been ftrangely wreded by the 
Tllmudifts. According to them, the Meffiah 
will gather together all his people in the land of 
. Canaan, and give them an entertainment, where 
the wine will be that ,whicb Adam himfelf made 
in the earthly Paradife, and which he keeps in vail 
cellars, dug by angels in the center of the earth. 

The firft courfe will be the famous fi(h called . 
the great Leviathan, which at once fwallaws 
a fifh, lefe than itfelf -, yet it is three hundred 
leagues in length j and the whole mafs of waters is 
fupported on this Leviathan. God at firft created 
a male and a female^ but, left they might overturn 
the .earth, or crowd the univerfe with their ofF- 
fpring^ he killed the female and faked it down 
for the Mcffiah's banquet, ' - ' 

The 
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The Rabbins add, that there will likewife Btf 
killed the bull called Behemoth, of fuch a monf- 
trous fize, that every day it eats the herbage of a 
thoufand mountains. This bull's female was flaiir 
at the beginning of the world, to prevent the mui-*: 
tiplication of fuch prodigious fpecies, which mOft 
have been extremely detrimental to other crea- 
tures ; but they fay, that the Eternal did not fzli 
it, cow's flefli not being fo good faked as' that of 
the female Leviathan. So firmly do the Jews be- 
lieve all thefe rabbinical chimeras, that it is com-^ 
mon among them to fwear by their fhare of the 
Behemoth. 

With' fuch coarfe ideas concerning the coming 
of theMeffiah and his reign, is it to be wondered at, ' 
that the Jews, both ancient and modern, and feveral 
even oi the firft Chriftians, unhappily prepofftffed 
with all thefe reveries, could not raife their con- 
ceptions to the idea of the divine nature of the 
Lord's anointed, or perceive God in the Mefliah ? 
See the fentiments of the Jews concerning this, in 
a work, intitled, Judasi Lufitani queftiones ad 
Chriftianos, Qucft. i, 2, 4, 2^. ** To acknow- 
ledge a man God, fay they, is impofing on one's 
felf, it is forming a monfter, a centaur, the ftrangc 
compound of two natures incompatible with each 
other." Adding, that the prophets never taught 
the Mefliah's being Man-God ; that, they exprefsly 
diftinguifti between God and David; that they 
plainly declare the former to be mafter, and the 
latter fcrvant, &c. 

It is fufficiently known that the Jews fervilely 
adhered to the letter of ^he fcriptures, never like 
lis, penetrating into the fpirit. 

When the Saviour appeared, the prejudiced 
Jews declared againft him. And Jefus Chrifl him-' 
felf, that their bliiiOnefs might not be too much ^ 

irritat- 
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irritated, fcems extremely refervcd in the article of 
his divinity, meaning, fays St. Chryfoftom, infen- 
fibly to actuftom his hearers to believe ii myftery fo 
very much above bare rcafon : his afluming the di- 
vine prerogative, of pardoning fins, Ihocked all the 
bye-ftanders ; his moft manifeft miracles convinced 
not even thv fe for whofe relief they were operated^ 
that he was God. When with a modeft circumlo- 
cution, he owned himfelf theSon of God before the 
high prieft's judgment feat ; the high prieft, filled 
with indignation, rent his cloaths, and cried out 
Blafphemy ! Before the miffion of the Holy Ghoft, 
the apoftles thcmfelves had not the leaft apprehen- 
fion of their matter's divinity •, he alks them'what 
the people think of him ? and their anfwer is, that 
fame took him for E lias, others for Jeremiah, or fomc 
other prophet; and it was by a particular revela- 
tion that St. Peter knew Jefus to be the Chrift, 
the 3on of the living God. 

The Jews being irreeoncileably fcandalized at 
the divinity of Jefus, Have left no ftone unturned 
to explode it -, perverting the fenfe of their own 
oracles, or not applying them to the Meffiah. 
They affirm that the name of God, Eloi, is not pe- 
culiar to the D^ity ; and that it is by facred au- 
thors given to judges, to magiftrates, and in ge- 
neral to all pcrfons in authority : they do indeed 
quote a great number of paflTages, which counte- 
nance this obfervation, but without in the leaft in- 
validating thofe ftrong and clear terms of the antier^t 
oracles, which manifeftly relate to the Mefliah. 

JLaftly, fay they, if the Saviour, and after him, 
the eyangelifts, the apoftles, and primitive Chrif- 
tians did call Jefus, Son of God j this augutl term 
in the gofpcjl-times imported no more than the 
contrary to the fons of Belial, i. e. a good man,, a 
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fervant of Gpd, in oppofition tQ a wicked man, df 
to one who does not fear God» 

The Jews, befidcs denying Chrift his qtmlitjr of* 
Meffiah, and his divinitji, have omitted notiiing 
to render him contemptible^ expofing his birth^ 
life, and death, with all the ridicule, virulence,- 
and contumely, which their guilty rancour could 
fuggeft. 

Of ^11 the works, which Jewifh blindnefs hasr 
produced, none in extravagance and impiety ex- 
ceed the antient book, intitled, Sepher Toldosf 
Jefchut, which has been refcued from the worm^ 
by M, Vagenfeil, in vol. ii. of his work, called^ 
Tela Ignea. 

This Sepher Toldos Jefchut has a moft fhocking^ 
hiftory of the life of our Saviour, forged with the 
utmoft falfity and malice : for inftance, they have 
dared to writc^ that one Panther or Pandera^ who' 
dwelt at Bethlehem, feduced a young womanf 
. married to Jochaman ; and the fruit of this foul 
commerce was a child, whom they named Jefns or 
Jefu. The father being obliged to fly the place!^ 
withdrew to Babylon. As for young Jefus^ he 
was fent to fchool ; but, adds the author, he had 
the infolence to raife his head and uncover him- 
felf before the priefts, contrary to the ufage, which 
was to appear in their pretence with the head 
hanging down and the face covered*, a petulance 
for which he received a fmart check : this occafion- 
ing ^n enquiry into his birch, it sfzs confequently 
found to be impure, and he became ^xpofed to 
public ignominy. 

That detcftable book, Sepher Toldos Jefchut, 
was known fo early as the fccond century ; Celfus 
cites it with exultation^ and Orrgea in his ninth 
chapter confutes iu 
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. There is another book which likiwife bears the 
litlc of Tolcdos Jefu, publifhed in 17O5 by M. 
Huldrici which is more eorifonant with the evan- 
gelical hiftory of our. Saviour's birth, but fwarnii^ 
with the gfQfleft anachronifms and other errors. It 
makes Chrift to have been born and have died un- 
der Herod the G.reat ; and afflroijs, that the corii- 
plaint of Panther*s adultery with'Mary the mother 
of Jcfus, was brought before that prince. 

The author, who calls himfelf Jonathan, and if 
his word may be taken, was coiemporary with 
Chrift, and lived at Jerufalem^ affirms that tjerods 
relatively to Jcfus Chrift, eonfuUed the fena- 
tors of a city in rhe land of Cefarea 5. but fuch aii 
fibfurd author^ with all hi$ contradi6iions^ We (hall 
leave to himfelf* 

Thefe calumnies, however^ ferve to foment the 
imjilatable hatred of the Jews againft the Chrif- 
tians and the gofpel y fo that they hare ftuck at no^ 
thing to faifify the chronology of the Old Tefta- 
mei^t, and. to fpread doubts and difficulties aboiic 
the time of our Saviour's comidg* 

Ahmed-ben Caffum-al Anacoufy^ a Mobr 0/ 
Grenada, who lived towards the clofe of the fix-J 
, tecnth Century, quotes ah ancient Arabic manu- 
fcripc, found in a cave near Grenadaj together 
with fixteen fljeets of kad, on i^vhich fome tales in 
Arabic charafters Were engraved. Don Pedro y 
Quinones, archbifhop of Grenada, has certified thi$ 
fad. Thele famous Grenadian ftieet^ have been fincqf 
carried to Rome, where, after an examination of fe- • 
veral years, they were at laft condemned as apo- 
cryphal under the Pontificate ot Alexander VIL 
Their contents are only fome fabulous talei con-*^ 
cerning Mafy and her (on. 

The name of Meffiah, joined to the epithet of 
falfe^ is likewife given to thofe impoftors, whO) a{ < 

R fmr«l 

: Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



j ^'42 «26 A' if^HlLOSOPHICAL 
I fcveral times, have made it their bufinefs co<&^ 

ceive the . Jewifh nation. Some of theft falle 
Meffiahs fet up even before the coming of -the tr-pe 
anointed of God. The wife Gamaliel^ Ads chap* 
▼. vcr. 34, &c. mentions one named Theodas^ 
whoftp hiftory is to be found in JofephuS*s Anti- 
quities, b. 20. chap. 2. He boated that he could 
pafs the Jordan. dry footed, and was joined by con-- 
fiderable numbers; but the Romans, coming to sta 
aflion with his raw men, ibon difperfed them ; and 
taking the chief pr^foner, fet up his bead in Jeru- 
felem. 

Gamaliel further fpeaks of Judas the Galilean, 
doubtlefs the fame whom Jofephus mentions in the 
twelfth chapter of the fecond book of his Jewife 
wars. He fays that this falfe prophet had got to- 
gether near 30,000 men j but the Jcwifh hiftotian 
is noted for hyperboles. 

So early as the apoftolic tinxs, Simon, furnained 
the Magician, made his appearance ; and to /uch 
a^degree had he feduced the people of Samaria, 
that they accounted him the power of God j Ads 
chap. viii. ver. 9. 

In the year 178 and 179 erf the Ghriftian sera* 
, Adrian being then emperor, the falfe Meffiah, 
Barchoch'ebas, afferted his pretcnfions at the head ol 
an army, Julius Severus, being fcnt againft him, 
hemmed in the infurgents at the city of Bitherj, 
which after an obftinate fiege he carried^ and Bir* 
chochebas being taken, was put to death,. Adrian, 
as the beft expedient for preventing the cont^ual 
revolts of the Jews, iffutd an cdift againft their 
going to Jerufalem ; and even guards were foiled 
at the city gates to ke^p them out. 

Socrates,, an ecclefiaftic hiftorian, book 2. cb-. 

38. relates, that irt the year 434, a falfe Meffiah 

/ ftarted'up in the ifland of Candia, under the name 
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6f Mofes, and as the ancient deliverer of the He-^ 
brews raifed from the dead to efFcft a fecond deli- 
verance for them; 

The next century^ in 530, ftw in Paleftihe a falfe 
Mefliahj named Julian -, he recommended himfelf 
to the people as a great conqueror, Who at the 
head of ' his nation ftlould deftroy all ChriftianS 
, whatever ; and the Jews were fo far feduced by his 
promifes, that they ran tb arms, and maffacrcd 
great numbers ofChriftians. The emperor Juf* 
tinian's forces engaging him, thc.falfe Chrift was 
taken and executed* 

In the beginning of the eighth century, Serenus^ 
a SpiniOr Jew, flood for the MefTiahftiip, prcfached 
and gained followers ; but the upflioc wasr, that 
both follbwers and leader came to a miferable end. 

TM twelfth century produced feveral falft^ 
Meffiahs, particularly one in France under Lewis . 
the Younger ; but both hft and his adherents were 
hanged, without fo much as the names of matter or. 
difciples being known. 

The thirteenth century was ftill more fertile in^ 
falfc Mefliahs i of thefe the more rtmarkable ^ere 
feven or eight w4io appeared in Arabia, in Perfia^ 
in Spain, and Moravia : one of them who ftilcd 
himfelf David el Re^ is reckoned to have been ^ 
very great magician ; his artifices fo far fueccedcd 
with the Jews, that he faw himfelf at the head of 
a confiderable party 5 but this fair profpeft termi* 
nated in his being murdered. 

James Zieglerne, a Moravian, who lived in the 
middle of the 16th century, promulgated the ap^^ 
proach of the Mefliah's manifeftation, affuring the 
people that this Meffiah had been born fourteen 
years before, and that he himfelf had feen him at 
Siraftourgh 5 and he carefully* kept a fword and a 
R 2 ^ - fcepter, 
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cepter, to put \oso his hands when he fhoi^d be oi 
age to teach. ^ 

In the year 1624 another Zieglerne confirpied 
the former prcdidion^ 

In the year 1666 Zabathei Sevi, a native of 
Aleppo, gave himfelf out to be the Mefliah, fore- 
told by the Zleglernes. He began by .preaching 
in the highways and fields,' and while his difciples 
admired him, the Turks laughed at him. It ap- 
pears that at firft his preaching had no very ex- 
traordinary fuccefs, for the chiefs of the Smyrna 
lynagogue went fo far as to pronounce fcntence of^ 
death againll him -> but his punifhmenc was miti- 
gated to exile. 

He contraded three marriages without confum-^ 
mating any, faying it was beneath him. He too^ 
a partner named Nathan Levi, who was to adt ihc 
part of Elias, as the.Meffiah's harbinger. They' 
repaired to Jerufalem, and Nathan there preached 
up Zabathqi-Sevi as the deliverer of the nations- 
The Jewilh populace declared for him, ?vhilft they 
who had any thing to lofc anathematized him. 

Sevi, to fhun the florm, withdrew to Conftan- 
tinople, and from thence to Smyrna : Nathan Levi 
deputed to him four ambalTadors, who, befides ac- 
knowledging his dignity, did him homage pub* 
licly asMefTiah; this em bafly dazzled the common- 
alty and even fomc doftors, who declared Zaba- 
thei-Sevi, Meffiahy and king of the Hebrews ; buc 
the Smyrna fynagogue condemned their king to be 
impaled. 

Zabathei put himfdf under the cadi of Smyr- 
na's prdtedtion, and foon had' on His fide the whole 
Jewifh people ; he even, had two thrones fet up^ 
one for himfelf and the other for his favourite 
fpoufe, affuming. the title of kiqg of kings : his* 
brother Sevi he ctcated king^of Judah j and to the 
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Jews ttiemfelves he gave the mod pofitiveaffuranires, 
that the Ottoman empire fhould foon be their 
own ; in the height of his infolence>, he had the em- 
peror's name ftruck out of the Jewifli Liturgy, 
and his oW'n fubftituted in its ftead. 

He was confined in the caftle of the Dardanelles, 
and the Jews gave out that his }ifc was fpared, only 
becaufe the Turks very well knew him to be im- ' 
mortal. The governor of the Dardanelles made a 
great fortune by the prefents which the Jews poured 
on him for leave to vifit their king, their Meffiah, 
who in his fetters maintained his dignity, and 
even the ceremony of kiffing his feet. 

The Sultan, however, who then kept his court 
at Adrlanople, was for putting an end to this farce; 
and fending for Sevi told him, that if he was the 
Meffiah, he muft be invulnerable. This Sevi allow- 
ed J but on the grand feignior's ordering him to be 
'placed as a mark for his icoglans or pages to dif- 
charge their arrows at, the Mefliah owned that he 
was not invulnerable, and proteftcd that God fent 
him only to bear teftimony to the holy Maho- 
metan religion. After undergoing a fevere flagel- 
lation by the minifters of the law, he turned Ma- 
hometan, and lived and died defpifed both 'by 
Jews and Muflulmen. This adventure has brought 
the profeflion of a falfe Mefliah into fuch difre- 
pute, that fihcc Sevi nobody has taken it up. ^ 

. METAMORPHOSIS, 

Metempsychosis. 

IS it not very natural that all the various meta* 
morphofes with which the ear*^h may be faid 
to be <;overed, fhould have led the orientals, whofe ' 
imagination is fo luxuriant, to imagine that our 
^^ K 3 fouls 
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fouls paffed from one body to another ? An almoin 
imperceptible pojnt grows to be a worm, and this 
worm becomes a bptter-fly ; an acorn changes tq 
an oak, an egg to a bird j water becomes ciouds; 
and thunder '^ wood is turned into fire and aflies :, 
ih a word, all nature is more or Icfs a metamorr 
phofis. Souls being accounted tenuous forms., 
were foon concluded to partake of that property, 
which was fenfibly feen in rnore d^nfe and heavy 
bodies. The metempfychofis is perhaps the moft 
antient dodrine in the known world, and ftili pre- 
vails in a great part of India and China. 

It is likewife very natural that thofe antient 
fables, coUefted and embellilhed by Ovid in hi^ 
admirable work, took rife from the fcveral meta- 
morphofes with which our eyes are converfant. 

^ The very Jews have not been without their metaT 
morpholep. If Niobe was changed into marble, 
Hedith, Lot's wife, was turned into fait. As Euri- 
dice was detained in he)} for looking back, a like 
indifcretipn coft Lot's wife her human nature. The 
country town in phrygia where lived the hofpitable 
Baucis and Philemon, ischanged intoa lake; the fame 
fiibmerfion has befalleri Sodom. Arius's daughter^ 
turned, water into oil; the Scripture mentions a 
change fomething fimilar, but rnore facred and real. 
Cadmus was turned into a ferpent, and tfie^ike was 
feen in Aaron's rod. 

The pagan deities very often affumed a human 
dilguife ; and when angels appeared to the Jews, it 
was always as men ; with Abraham they partook 
of a repaft. St. Paul, in his epiftle to the Corin- 
thians, fays, that the meffenger of Satan cuffed 
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MIRACLE (I). 

A Miracle, in the energetic fcnfe^of the word, 
means fomething wonderful ; and thus 
^very thing is a miracle. . Tbc order of nature, 

the 



(I) As our author does not aWblutely deny the poflibillty * 
of miracles, but acknowledges thofe which have been ope- 
rated iir favour of our holy religion by Chrift and his apofU^ ; 
he cannot be charged on that account with infidelity. But 
viewing the matter in a philofophic light, and abftrad- 
ing from faith, he ftarts feveral doubts, which had he dealt 
with caodour, he ought to have folved. Hefeems to have bor*. 
rowed great part of this article from the Effay on Miracles, 
written by the learned hiftorian Mr. Hume, whom he imitates 
in his cant language of refting our h6ly religion on faith, and 
iiot on rdafon ; a teft which he fays it is by no means fitted 
to endure. 

It has been the praftice of modem deifts to deny .the pot 
(fibility of miracles in general : obfervipg that the frame and 
order of the world is preferved according to fixed laws or 
rules in an uniform manner, they weakly conclude, that' 
there are in matter certain necelTary laws or powers, the refult 
©f which they call the courfe of nature ; this they think 
impoffible to be changed, and confequently that there can be 
IK) miracle. But if they would confider things duly, they 
would find that lifelefs matter is utterly incapable of obeying 
any laws, or pf being endued with any powers ; and there- 
fore what they call the courfe of nature can be nothing 
more than the arbitrary will and pl«afure of God, adling 
continually upon matter, Recording to certain rules of uni- 
formity and proportion. Hence it follows, that it is altoge- 
ther as eafy to alter the xrourfe of nature, as to preferve it, 
Thofe effefts which are produced in the world regularly and 
conftantly, and which we call the works of nature, prove the 
- jconftant providence of the Deity : thofe which upon any ex- 
traordinary occafion are produced in fiich a manner, as it is 
inanifeft tbey could neither have teen doue by any power or 
^t of mkn, nor by what we call chance i thefe undeniably 
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the rotation of a hundred millions of globe^ 
round a million of fuhs, the aAivity of lights the 
life of animal?, arc perpetual miracles^* 

According to the received notion, lio'^ever, a 
rniraclc is a violation of the divine' and eternal 
laws. An cclipfe of jhe fun and moon^'a dead 
man walking two leagues with his head in 'hi$ 
hands, are what we call a miracle. 

Several naturaljfts affirm that, in this ftnfe, therf 
arc no miracles 5 and their arguments arc thcfc : 

A miracle is a breach of the mathematkal, dj- 
yine, immutable, eternal laws ; now this definition 
alone makes a miracle a contradidion jn ti'rips A 
law trannot be both immutable and broken ; but it 
h anfwered, Cannot a law of Godts making be fuC- 

f tended by its author? They boldly anfwer, no; and 
c cannot be that the infinitely wiff^Beipg (houl4 



prove to us the immediate interpofirion pf the Deity, in order 
to fignify bis pleaiure on that particular oqcafioii. The ttu^ 
definition therefore of a miracle, a£ the leafne^ Dr. Clarke 
obferves, is *' a work efi'efted in a raanper difFiprept fiom thej 
** common method of Providence, by the interpofition of 
** the Deity, for (:he proof of jfome p^lticular do&ine, or in 
** atte/lation to the authority of ibme particular per/on." In 
this fenfe the miracles whicjh the difciples of Chiift few him 
perform, wesre a compleat demonftration to tbesQ, that he 
had truly a divine commiilion^ as it w^s certain that God woul4 
^ot hinjfelf in^erpofe in the ufual order ^f ^atu^e, to lead men 
^nto a neceflary and invincible error. Thefe miracles were 
worked to atteft a dqdlrine, that tended in the higheft degree; 
to promote the honour oft God, apd the general reformatioJi 
of mankind. This is an anfwer to all the queries of thi\ 
philosophers in the following article, and is a fufficient rea- 
ion for tl?e miracles recorded in the Scriptures, in fupport of 
the true religion. With regard to fuch as are faid to have 
\}een performed fince the eftablifhment of Chriflianity, that 
'4S. another queftion,' which we leave to the antagonifts of the. 
jate Dr, Middleton to fettle, 

'■"■•'" ^'" '*''■■' ' 'have 



Digitiz( 



ed by Google 



DICTIONARY. 231 

fiave made laws, and afterwards break them. If, 
lay they, he made any alteration in his machine, it 
would be to make it go* the better : now it is clear, 
that God has framed this immenfe machine as 
good as it poffibly could be j if he faw that any 
imperft6tion would hereafter be occafiotied by the 
nature of the materials, he at firft provided againft 
any fuch future dcfeil, fo that there would be no 
caufc for any after-change. 

Befides, God can do nothing without reafon ; 
DOW what reafon (hauld induce him to disfigure his 
own work for any time ? 

It is for man's fake, hy their opponents. It is. to 
be hoped then, anfwer they, that it is for the fake 
of all men, it being impolTibie to conceive that the 
divine nature (hould work for fome particular men, 
and not for all mankind: and even all mankind ' 
is bur a very little thing ; lefs than an ant's neft 
in comparifon of all the beings which Ull the im- 
menfiiy of fpace. Now what can be more low and 
abfurd, than to imagine that the infinite Being 
will, for the fake of three or four hundred ants on 
that little clod of mud, fufpend or alter the eternal 
play of thofe immenfe fprings on which depend? 
the motion of the univcrfe, 

But fuppofing that God had been pleafed to jiif* 
tinguifli a fmall number of men by particular fa- 
vours, muft he therefore alterwhat he has fettled 
for all times and all places ? He certainly can fa- 
vour his creatures without any fuch inconftancy 
and change ; his favours are comprifed in his very 
laws i every thing has been wifely contrived and 
arranged for their good ; and they all irrevocably 
pbey the force which he has originally implanted 
in nature. 

Wherefore is God to work a miracle ? to ac- 
pomplrfh a defign he has for fome living beings I 
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that is making God to fay, I h^ve not ho^j^ ablct 
by the fabric of the univerfe, by my diwine decrees^ 
by my eternal laws, to compslfs fuch a deOga.: I 
fee I muft make an alteration in my eternal id^as, 
ihy immutable la^^s, as what I intended cannot 
be executed by thofe means. This wquld be an 
acknowledgment of weakoefs, not a declaration of 
power; it would be the moft inconceivable cfKi- 
tradiftion. So that to fuppofe God works any 
miracles is, if men can infult God, a downright 
jnfult to him ; it is no lefs than faying to him. You 
arc a weak and inconfiftent Being. Therefore to 
believe miracUs is an abfurdity -, it is, in fome mea- 
iurc, fcaadaiizing the Deity. 

A farther reply to theic phil6fophers is, Your 
crying up the immutability of the Supreme Being, 
the eternity of his la^ws, with the regularity of his 
infinite worlds, fignifies nothing ; our fmall heap of 
dirt has been covered with miracles; in.hiftory prodi- 
gies are as frequent as natural events. Thedaugh'- 
ters of the high-pricft Anius changed whatever they 
ivould into wir^ or oil; Athalida, daughter to 
Klercury, rofe from the dead feveral times y Efcu- 
lapius reftored Hypolitus ; Hercules delivered 

> Alceftes from death ; heroes returned upon earth 
after (laying a. fortnight in the infernal regions; 
Romulus and Remus wete the iffuc of a god and a 
vcftal; the Palladium dropped from Heaven into 
the city of Troy ; Berenice's treffes became a con- 

, ilellation ; Baucis and Philemon's hut was changeci 
to a (lately temple ; Orpheus's head uttered. oracles 
after his dcatJi ; the walls of TJiebes were formed 
before numbers of Greeks, by (lones moving of 
thcmfelves to the foun^i of a flute ; innumerable 
cures' were performed in Efculapius's temple ; and 
we have dill monuments with the names of ocular 
witncfles %o his ipir^cles, 

Name 
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Nafflfe me one nation where incredible prodigiis 
have not been performed, efpecially in times wten 
reading and writing were little known. 

All the anfwer unbelieving philofophers give to 
thefe olgcftions is a fneer and a (brug ; but thofe who 
profcfs Chriftianity fay. We make no doubt of the 
miracles wrought within our holy religion ; yet it is 
by faith we believe them, ajid not by reafonj as for 
the latter we turn the deaf ear to it; for we know, 
jEhatwhen faith fpcaks, reafon is to be mute: the mi- 
racles of Jefus Chrift and his apoftles we are fully 
and firmly perfuaded of; but allow us to doubt a' 
little of feveral others; indulge us, for inftaricc, 
in fufpending our judgment concerning what is 
related by a weak man (K), who yet has been fur-? 
named the Great, He affirms that a little monk ^ 
got fuch a cuftom of working miracles, that, at ^ 
length, the prior forbad him to cxercife his fuper- 
natural talent.. The monk conformed to the or- 
der, but one day feeing a bricklayer falling from 
the roof of a houfc, he hefitated between monaf- 
tical obedience and charity in faving the poorman*s 
life, and only ordering him to remain -in the air till 
he got orders, he ran to acquaint the prior with 
the cafe. The prior gave him abfolution for the 
fin of beginning a miracle without leave, and al- 
lowed him to go through with it, but never to do 
the like again. It is granted to philofophers that 
this ftory may be a little miftrufted. 

But it is again faid to them, How will you dare 
to deny that St. Gervafe^nd St, Protais appeared in - 
a dream to St. Ambrofe, and informed him of the 
place where their reliques lay; that St. Ambrofe 
bad them taken up; and that a blind man was 



(K) Gregory the Great. 



curc4 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



25^*1^ A PHILOSOPHICAL 

cured by them ? St. Auftiti was thtn at MiUti^ an<f 
it is he who relates this miracle in Book XXII. of 
his City of God, and that it was performed ** im- 
menfo populo telle,*' Here is a miracle with every 
circumftance of proof. Philofophersi however, fay, 
that they believe nothing at all of Gervale and Pro- 
tais appearing ; that to know where the femains of 
their carcafes lie, is a thing of no concern to man- 
kind; and that they give no more credit to 
that blind man than to Vefpafian's ; that it is an ufe- 
lefs nurade ; that God does nothing ufelefs; and 
in/ a word, they abide immoveable by their prin- 
ciples. My regard for St. Gervafe and St: Protais 
will not allow me to fide with thole philofophers; 
I only give an account of their incredulity. They 
are vaftly fond of a paflage of Lucian in the death 
of Peregrinus^ '* a dext'crous juggler turning Chrif- 
tian is fure of naaking his fortune ;*' but^ Lucian is 
a profane author, and, of courfe, ihould be of no 
weight among us. , ' 

. Thefc philolpphcrs cannot bring themfelves to 
believe the miracles of the fccond century, though 
eye-witnelles have in writing declared, that the 
bifliop'of Smyrna, Se. Policarpe, having, purfuant 
to the fcntence paffed on him, been thrown into a 
bkzing fire, they heard a voice from heaven call- 
ing out, " Chear up, Policarpe, be ttrong in the 
Lord,and (hew thy fclf a man ;" at which the flames 
of the pile drawing back from his body, formed a 
fiery canopy over his head, and out of the pile flew 
a dove ; at laft they were ^bliged to cut off the good 
bifhop's h^^d. To what purpofe was this miracle i 
fay unbelievers j how came it that the flames de- 
viated from their nature, and the executioner's ax 
had the natural effed ? how is it that fo many 
martyrs, after coming fafe and found out of boil- 
jng oil, have fallen uncjer the edge of the fword ? 

Tho 
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Tbfi vfoal anfwcr is, that fuch was God*s will v. 
but philofophers will believe no fuch thing, unle& 
they had feed it with their own eyes. 

They who improve their reafonings by ftudy, 
will tel) you that the fathers of the church have 
tbemfclves often owned that miracles were ceafed 
ixi their time. St. Chryfoftom fays cxprefsly, 
♦' The extraordinary gifts of the fpirit were 
" given even to the unworthy, becaufe the church 
*^ then flood in need of miracles*, but at prelent 
^ they are not fo much as given to the worthy^ 
•* the church no longer ftanding in need of them.'* 
Afterwards he acknowledges that there was no- 
body then who raifed the dead, or fomuch as cured 
tlie fick. 

St. Auilin himfelf, as if be had forgot the mi-^ 
racle of Gervafe and Protais, fays in his City of 
God, *' Why are thofc miracles, which were per- 
'' formed fome time ago, at prefent ceafed?** 
and he gives the fame reafon, " Cur, inquiunt, 
nunc ilia miracula quse praedicatis fa£ta ede, noa 
fiunt? PofTem quidcm dicere, nccciTaria priusfuifle, 
quam crederet mundus, ad hoc ut crederet mua* ; 
dus." , 

^ It is ob]e<Sled to the phibfophcrs, that St. Au- ; 
f!in,. notwithftanding this avowal, fpeaks of an old 
cobkr at Hippo,, who having loft his cloak, went 
td pray for rclkf' at the chapel of the Twenty.- 
Martyrs, and in his returii home found a fifh, in 
tlie body of which was difeovered a gold ring; the 
cook whodrefled it giving it to the cobler, /aid, • 
There js a prefent for you from the Twenty 
Martyrs. 

To this the philofophers anfwer, that in tfaaf 
fl^ory there is nothing contrary to the laws of na- 
turci that a fifli may very naturally have fwallowed 

a gdd 
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a' gold ring ; and that there is no miracle m t^ 
cook's giving that ring to the coblcr. 

If the philofophers arc put in raind that, accord- 
ing to St. Jerofn, in his Life of the hcrrtiit Paul, 
this devout pcrfon had fcveral cortverfatiohs with' 
fatyrs and fauns ; that a raven for thirty years to- 
gether daily brought him half a loaf for his din- 
ner 5 and a whole . loaf the day St. Anthony paid 
him a vifit ; they may ftill reply that nothing of alt 
this is abfoliitely contrary to nature; that fatyrs 
and fauns may have exiftcd; and that, after all, if 
this ftorjr be a puerility, that does not in the leafl^ 
afFeft the real miracles of oUr Saviour and his apoP 
ties. ' Several good Chriftians have rejefted the 
ftory of St- Simeon Stilites, written byTheodoret: 
many miracles accounted authentic in the Greek 
church have been qucftioned by Latin writers j 
fo in return, Latin miracles have been fufpefted 
by the Greeks ; in procefs of time came the Pro- 
teftants, who have made very free with the miracles 
of both churches. 

A learned Jefuit (L) who preached a long time 
in the Indies, complains, that neither his brcthrcrt 
nor he could ever perform one fingle miracle. 
Xavicr, Jn fevcral letters, laments his not having 
the gift of ^tongues : he. fays that he is but as a 
dumb image among the Japonefe 5 yet, according 
to the narrative of the Jefuits, he reftorcd eight dead 
pcrfons to life, and that is a great many'; but it 
xAuft withal be confidered, that the icene of thofe 
reftorations was fix thoufand leagues off. Some 
pcrfons of later times make the fupprcflion of the 
Jefuits in France a much greater miracle than all 
thofe of Xavier and Ignatius put together. Be 



(L) Oipinian, p. 230, 
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tf)at4is it may» all Chriftians hold the miracles of 
Jefus Chrift and his apoftles to be" indifputably 
true and real, but allow that fomc miracles of our 
modern times, and which are without any certaiii 
authenticity, may very well be doubted of. 

It were to be wilhed, that for the legal verifica- 
tion of a miracle, it Ihould be performed before 
the Academy of Sciences at Paris, or the Royal 
Society, aijd the College of Phyficians at London, 
with a detachment of the guards to keep o£F the 
people, whofe tumultuous indifcrction might hin- 
der the perforrhance of the miracle. 

A^philofopher was one day afked what he woukt 
fay if the fun (hould ftand ftill, that is, if the mo- 
tion of the earth round that body ceafed ; jf all the 
dead arofe •, and if all. the mountains went and 
threw themfelves into the fea-, and all this to prove 
fome important truth, wc will fuppafc verfatile grace. 
What I ftiould fay, anfwered the philofoplier, I 
would turn Manichee, and fay, that there is a prim- 
eiple which undoes what the other has done* 

MOSES. 

IT (M) has been the groundlefs opinion of many 
learned men that the Pentateuch cannot have 
been written by Mofes. They fay that, according to* 

the 



(M) So fond is our authoriof paradox, that in the follow- 
ing article he fuppofes Mofes not to have been the author of 
the Pentateuch, or the five books commonly attributed to 
that legiflator, viz. Genefis, ExoduS) -Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy. It is true, as he acknowledges thofe books 
to have been written by an infpired writer, it is not eflential 
to religion, whether Mofes was the author of them or not. 

But 
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the fcripture itfclf, the firft known copy was foUn^ 

in the time of king Jofias, and that this only copy 

* . ■ I ■ I. J I ■ ■ < ., ■ I 

But for the fake df hiftorical truth, we ihall give a few re^ 
. marks on this fubjeft. The Pentateuch was called the law by 
way of excellence, becaufe the principal part of it contained 
the law which Mofes had received from Go^ on Mount Si- 
liai. Now it can hardly be queftioned but this legillator wa^ 
the author of the Pentateuch, if we attehtively confider the 
34th chapter of ISxodus and tKe 31ft of Deuteronomy. lit 
' the former, it is expreffsly faid, " And Mofes wrote all th« 
•* w6rds of the Lord;" in the latter, ** And Mofes wrote this 
•* law, and delivered it unto the priefts, the fons of Levi :'* 
Again, " And it came to pafs when Mofes had made ah end 
** of writing the words of this law in a book until they were 
** finifhed." Befides, all antiquity, both facred and profane^ 
acknowledges Mofes to have been the Icgiflator of the Jews/ 
That whole nation has always carefully preferved his books, 
and looked upon them as containing their law. When the 
tribes were divided into two kingdoms, both of them preferveti 
the fame refpeft for thofe books as bemg written by Moies. 
Prophane authors have fpokert of thofe books, a$ penned by 
the fame legiflator. In ihort, it is as certaiii Aat the bookie 
which go by the name of Mofes are his own, as that thofe 
aicribed to Thucydides and Livy, &c. appertain to thofe whofe 
names they bear. It is pdflible there may have been fome ad- 
ditions and alterations made m therti ; biit the body of tf^e^ 
hiftory and the laws could not be altered. Thus the death 
of Mofes is clearly mentioned in the lall chapter of Deutero- 
nomy; whence it is probable, that either Jolhua or Efdras 
added the eight laft verfes of that book ; though Jofephus 
. pretends that Mdfes, finding his diiTolution approaching, wrotef 
thofe lines hirafelf, in order to certify his death at the end of , 
his books, left the Jews, from too great a regard -to his me- 
mory, ihould deny his death, and give out that he had been 
tranflated into Heaven. Notwithftanding this evidence of 
Mofes's being the author of the Pentateuch, fome late writersy. 
' as Pere Simon and Le Clerc, have efpoufed the contrary opi- 
nion of Hobbes and Spinofa, which feems allb to br adrpted* 
by M. Voltaire. The difficulties flarted by .b- W v [ ', is may 
appear plaufible at firft fight, but are la'ly rcru; : ' v Vx. d\i 
. Pin, in his preliminary dUTertation to the ijtcic, .i " i: b we* 
refer the readerr 

•vait 

V Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fe i C f i O K A R Y. 257 

'^as brought to the king by Saphan the.* faibei 
ffo\fr the interval from Mofcs to this circumftance 
of Salphan the fcribe, according to the Hebrew 
tomputation,'makcs a fpace of 1167 years; for 
God appeared to Mbfes in the burning-bufh in thcj 
. year of the world 2213, arid Saphan the'Tcribe 
made public the book of the law in the year of the 
Svorld 3380. This book, which had been found 
under Jofias, was unknowri till the return froni 
the captivity of Babylon ; and Efdras is faid^ by 
divine infpiration, to have brodght to light all the 
facred writirigs. 

But Whether Efdras 6r any other wasi the comV 
JDiler bf this book, is abfolUtcly a matter.of indif- 
ference, admitting its being infpired. The Peri-., 
tateuch does not lay that Mofes was th6 author o^ 
it; fo that it rtiight, WithoiJi profainenefs, be at- 
tributed to any other facred penman, if the church 
fiad not poficivcly decided, that this book was writ- 
ten by Mgfes. 

Some adverfafies acjd, that rib prophet has quor- 
fed any of the books. of the Pentateuch ; that not 
the lead mention isi made of it in the Pfalms; in 
the books attributed to Solonnon ; nor in Jeremiah, 
nor in Ifaiah ; nor, in a word, in any canonical 
book of the Jews. Then the words anfwering to 
thofe of Ge;;iefis, Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus; 
Deuteronomy, are not to be 'found in any other * 
book received as authentic by that nation. 

Others more fanguirie have put the following 
queftions : 

I. In what language tould Mofes have Written 

in a wfldernefs ? It could be only in the Egyp-' 

tian, ifor, ^from this very book it is clear, xhai: 

Mofcs and his whole people were born in Egypt, 

/ «nd very probably acquainted with no other Ian- 

S ' ' guagcV 
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guage. The If gyptians were yet ftrangera to the 
ufe of the papyrus ; they had their hieroglyphics 
cut in marble and wood ; the very tables of the 
commandments arc (aid to have been engraved on 
ftone : fo that here were five volumes to be engra- 
yjed on polifhed ftones j a work of prodigious time 
and labour ! 

2. Is it probable that in a wilderriefs, where the 
Jewilh people had neither (hoemaker nor taylor, and 
ivhere the God of the univerfe was obliged to work 
a continual miracle to preferve their old cloaths 
and (hoes« they ihould have among them perfons 
of fuch fkill as to engrave the five books of the 
Pentateuch on marble or wood ? It will be faid 
that workmen were found among them who could 
make a golden calf in one night, and afterwards 
reduce the gold to duft j (an operation beyond the 
Ikill of common chemiftry, an art not yet invented) 
who could build the tabernacle, adorn it with thirty- 
four brafs pillars, with filver chapiters ; who wove 
and embroidered linen veils with ^hyacinth, pur- 
ple, and fcarlet : but this very thin^tlrengthens 
the adverfaries opinion, and they rejoin that it is 
not in nature that fuch curious works fliould have 
been made in a defert, and under the want of every 
thing ; that (hoes and coats would have been the 
things to have begun with; that people wanting 
neceflaries fcarce think of luxury ; and that to fay 
they had founders, engravers, carvers, dyers, em- 
broiderers, when they had not fo much as cloaths, 
fandals, nor bread, is grofs and palpable con tra- 
dition. 

3. if Mofes had written the firft chapter of Ge- 
nefis, would, the reading of that chapter have been 
forbidden to all young people ? would the legi- 
flator be treated with fuch difregard ? had it been 
Mofes who faid that God puniflies the iniquities of 

the 
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'tke fathers to the fourth generation, would Ezekiel 
iiave prefumed to fay the contrary ? 

4. Had Mofes written Leviticus, could hp have 
contradiiftcd hinrxfelf in Deuteronomy ? Leviticus 
forbids the marrying a brother's wife, Deuterono- 
my enjoins it. 

5'. Would Mofes have fpoken of towns which 
were not known in his time ? Would he have faid 
that towns which, relatively to him lay eaft of Jor- 
dan, were weft of that river ? 

6. Would he have affigned to the Levites forty- 
eight towns in a country which never had ten ; and 
in a wilderncfs where he had never fo much as a 
houfe during all his wanderings? 

7. Would he have laid down rules for the Jewilh 
kings, whilft that people not only had no kings^ 
but abhorred them, and there was no probability 
that theywould ever have any? How! would Mofes 
have given precepts for the conduft of kings, who 
did not come till about five hundred years after him, 
and fay nothing concerning the judges and hi^h 
prtefts, his immediate fucceffors ? Does not this 
Vefle£tior> jncline one to believe, that the Penta^ 
teuch was written in the time of the Kings ; and 
that the ceremonies inftituted by Mofes were only 
traditional. 

8. Is it poffible that he (hould hy to the Jews, 
ye were fix* hundred thoufand men when I brought 
you out of the land of Egypt under the protcAioa 
of your God ? Would not the Jews have anfwer- 
cd ? Then you muft have been a faint-hearned 
creature not have led us againft Pharoah ; he had 

*not an army of two hundred thoufand men to op- 
pofe us, Egypt never had fo many.men on foot ^ 
we fhould eafily-have defeated him, and m'ade our- 
felves matters, of his country. How * the Cod, 
who fpeaks to you, has, to pleafe us, killed all thp 

S 2 , firft^ 
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firft-born in Egypt; and if that country containecf 
three hundred-thoufand families, there's three hun- 
dred thoufand men carried off in one night to re-^ 
vcngc us ; and you have not fecondcd your God. 
You have not given u^ that fruitful country which? 
was likewife defcncekfs. You made^ us come ouc 
of Egypt like thieves and poltroons, that we might 
pcrifh in wildcrneffes a&iong rocks and precipices t 
you might at leaft have led us by the direft way 
into that land of Canaan, to which we have no^ 
right (N), and which you promifed us^ but have 
not yet brought us thither.' 

It was natural that frorii the land of Golhcn, wc 
fliould have taken the way towards Tyre and Si- 
don along the Medfterranean ; but you have made 
us traverfe almoft the ifthmus of Suez, have 
brought usJ^^ again into Egypt as far as beyond 
Memphis, and behold we are now at B"el-Scpho» 
6n the Red Sea, with the land of Canaan behind 
us, after a march of fourfcore leagues in that very 
country which we were for fliunning; and, after all^ 
in imminent danger erf perilhing either by the fear 
or Pharoah^'s army. 

Had your intention been to deliver us up to our 
enemies, what other meafures could you haver 
taken ? God, you fay, has faved us by a miracle, 
•the fea opened to let us pafs through j but, after 
fuch kindnefs,. Ihould you have brought us to die 
with hunger and wearincfs, in the horrible deferts 
of Ethan, Kadefli-Barnea, Mara, Elim,^ Oreb, and- 
Sinai ? All our fathers perifhed in thofe dreadful 
wilderneffes, and after forty fuch calamitous years,; 



(N) Mr. Bachiene, gographer to the prince (rf Orange^- 
lias, in his Sacred Geography, proved the Ifra^elites fight to* 
Ibe land of Canaan* 
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(foxx come ^nd tell us, that God took particular 
care of our fathers. 

This is what thofe murmuring Jews, thofe per- 
verfe children of vagabond fathers, who died in t(ie 
defeats, might have faid toMofes, had he read Exo- 
dus and Gencfis to ,them : and what ought they 
not to have faid, and even tq have done, on account 
of the golden calf ? How ! you* dare tell us than 
your brother made a gplden calf for our fathers, 
whilft you was with God on the mount ; you who 
fometime^ fay, that you fpoke to God face to face, 
and fometimcs that you could only fee his hinder 
parts. - Well, but you was with God, and your 
brother call a golden calf in one day, and fet ic 
up for us to worlbip ; but inftead of punifhing your 
worthlefs brother, you make him our high-prieft, 
and order your Levites to flay three-and-twenty 
thoufand of your people. Would our fathers have 
tamely fuffered this? Would they have let them- 
felves been knocked down by fanguinary priefts 
like fo many viftims. You farther tell us, as if 
this butchery was not fufficient,.that another tim^ 
you ordered twenty-four thoufand of your poor 
followers to be maflacred, becaufeone of them had 
lain with a Midi^nite,. and you yourfelf married a 
Midianite ; and after this, you add, that you are 
the meekeft of all men. A few more fuch meek 
procedures would have made an end of man- '. 
kind. 

' No, had you been capable of fuch cruelty, had 
you been able to carry it into execution, you would 
have been the moft barbarous of men ; it Would 
have been fo enormous a guilt, that no punifli- 
mcnt could have been equal to it. 

TThefe are pretty nearly the objeftions made by. 
{|)e jearned to thofe who h6ld Mpfes to have bcca 
the aufhoc of the Pentateuch. But thcfe rejoin, 

S3 ti^n . 

Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



a62 A PHILOSOPHICAL 
thaf the ways of God are not like thofe of men r 
that God, by a wifdom unknown to us, has' tried 
and alternately proteftcd and forfaken his people ; 
that the Jews themfelves, for above' two thoufand 
' years, h^ve univerfally believed Mofcs to be the au- 
thor of thofe books ; that the church, which has fuc-r 
ceeded to the fynagogiie, and is endued with the 
like infallibility, has decided this point of contror 
vcrly ; and that the learned fliould keep filence, 
when the church fpeaks, 

PETER 

IN Italian Piero, orPietro; in Spanish Pcr 
dro, in Latin Petrus, in Greek Petros, iqi 
H£BR£w Cepha. 

How comes it th^t Peter's fucceflbrs'have had 
fo much power in the weft and none in the eaft ? 
This is afting why the biftiop of Wurt^burg and 
Saltzburg have in troublefome times aflpmed royal 
prerogatives, whilft the Greek t)iOiops havc^ re- 
mained fubjeds. Time, opportunity, and th(e am- 
bition of fome, and the weaknefs of others, dp 
every thing in this world, and ever will. 

To thele trouble^ was added opinion, and ppj- 
nion rules men; not tbat they in reality have a very 
determinate opinion, but they are as tenacious of 
words. 

It is related in the Qofpel, tpat Jefus faid to 
Peter, *f I will give thpe the keys of the kingdom 
*' of heaven.?' The fticklers for the bifliop of 
Rome maintained, about thp eleventh century, 
that he who gives the greater gives the lefs ; that 
the heavens encompaffed the earth; and that Peter, 
having the keys of the containing, had alfo the 
keys of the contents. If by the heavens we meai^ 
^U ^he ftars and all the planets, then the keys given 
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to Simon Bar-jona, furnamed Peter, were a paje- 
far- tout. If by the heavens are meant the clouds, 
the atmofphere, the ether, the fpace in \yhich the 
planets roll, there are few lock-fmiths, fays Meur- 
lius, who can make a key to fuch doors. 

In Paleftine, keys were a wooden peg fattened 
with a leathern thong. Jefus fays to Bar-jona, 
" What thou (halt bind on earth (hall be bound in 
'* heaven." From this the pope's theologians 
have inferred, that the popes are invefted with a 
power of binding and loofening Cubjefts from the 
oath of allegiance to their kings, and of difpofing 
of all kingdoms at their pleafure : a notable infe- 
rence indeed 1 The commons at a general affembly 
of the dates of France in 1302, in their petition 
to the king, fay, " that Boniface VIII. was a 
^' fcoundrel,'* believing that God bound and im- 
prifoned in" heaven all whom Boniface bound on 
. earth. A famous German Lutheran (I think it 
was Melancthon) could hardly believe that Jefus 
(hould have faid to Simon Bar-jona, Cepha or Ce- 
phas, ." Thou art Peter, and on this rock, will I 
♦' build my church.** He could not conceive that 
God had made ufe of fuch a play of words, fovery 
extraordinary a pun, and that the pope's power 
was founded on a quibble. 

' Peter has been thought the firft bishop of Rome; 
but it is fufficiently known that then, and for a long 
time after, there was no particular fee. It was not 
till towards the end of the fecond century, that the 
CJiriftians were moulded into a regular body. 

It is poflible that St. Peter went to Rome; it is 
even poflible. that he was crucified with his head 
downwards, though that was not cuftomary ; but 
of all this we have no proof. A letter, bearing 
his name, is ftill extant, in which h^ fays that he is 
at Babylon. Judicious canonifts will have thi^ 
Jtal?ylon to mean Rome; fo that had he dated his 

S 4 letter 
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letter from Rome, it might have been inferred th^ft 
the letter had been written from Babybn : fuch 
inferences ^re of a long Handing; and thui it i^ 
that the world has been governed. 

A very pious man, who had been exorbitantly 
impoftrd on «t Rome in relation to thepurchafe of 
^ benefice, a pradice, which is called fimony, being 
alked whether he thought that Simon Peter had 
ever been in that country, anfwered, I fee no mark^ 
of Peter's having been there, but I am very cer- 
tain Simon was. 

As to Peter's perfon, Paul is not the only one 
who has takpn offence at his behaviour : both he 
and his fucceflors have often been withftood to 
their face. St. Paul keenly reproached him for 
gating prohibited meats, as pork, puddings, 
hare, ,eels, &c. Peter, in juftification of himfelf^ 
alledged that^ about the fixth hour, he had feen. 
the heavens qpened, and a large table-cloth full of 
^eis, beafts, and bird^ defcending from the four 
quarters of the heavens ; and that the voice of an 
angel called out, " Kill and edt." Probably,, fays 
AVolaftoD, it was the fame voice, which has ca]le4 
to fo inany popes, /* Kill every bociy, and eat up 
the people's fubftance.'* ' ' 

Cafaubon could not approve Peter's behaviour 
to Ananias and his wife (O), who were, a good 



(O) The puniihment of Ananias and Sapphira might ap- 
pear very fevere for a fault, which does hot feem at firil/ight 
to be confiderable '; but the offence was grievous, fince they 
made fo flight of lying to the- Holy Ghofl. For it is thought 
by fome eminent writers, that they had taken an oath not to; 
referve any thing to themfelves ; but to devote their cflates 
to. the common ufe of the faithful. Their crime therefore 
was a kind of perjury and facrilege : and it was feverely pu- 
nifhed, becaufe it was requifite in the beginning to give fanc- 
tion to the laws of Chriftianity, ' ^ 

. fort 
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fort of people : What right, fays he, had a Jew, 
3 flave under the Romans, to order or allow* 
all who believed in Jefus to fell their fubfbince, 
find lay the producp at his feet. Were an Anar 
baptift preacher at London to order his brethren 
to bring him all their money, would he not be taken 
pp as a mover of fedition, a robber, and as fuch 
fent to Tyburn ? War it not a horrid thing tp 
firike Ananias dead* only becaufe out of the 
money for which he had fold his eftate, he fecret* 
ly referved a few pounds againft a rainy day, bring* 
ing the far greater part to Pcfer. Scarce was the, 
breath out of Ananias's body, when in comes his 
wife. Peter, inftead of kindly informing her that 
he had juft killed her hufband for keeping a few 
pence, and tellthg her to take care of what (he had, 
allures her into the fnare. He ^Iks her whether her 
hgfband had brought in all his money for the 
jfajnts-, the poor woman anfwers, yes, and inftantly. 
drops down dead. Something hard this ! 

Corringius afks why Peter, who thus demoliflies 
thofe who brought him alms, did not rather go and 
kill all the dqdtors who'had a hand in putting Jefus 
to death, and had caufed himfelf to be fcourged 
feveral times. Fie, , Peter, to kill two Chriftians 
who had brought you a good purfe of money ; and 
they who crupified your God, you allow to live! 

It is to be fuppofed that Corringius, when he 
put forth thefe bold qucftions, was not in a coun-^ 
try fubjeft to the inquifition. Erafmus has con- 
cerning Peter a pretty Angular remark, that the 
head of the Chriftian religion began his apoftle- 
(hip by denying Jefus Chrift; and the high prieft 
of Judaifm began his miniftry by making a golden 
calf, and worfliipping it. 

Hdwevpr it, be, Peter is tranftnitted to us as 
poor, and humbly inftrqfting the poor j he is like 

thofe 
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thofe founders of orders who Jived in indigence, 

but whofe fucceflbrs are become great men. 

The pope, St. Peter's fucccflbr, has both won 
and Joft : however, he has ftill remaining, in the 
feveral parts of the world, befides his immediate 
fubjedj, about fifty millions of people, who in 
0iany articles acknowledge his laws. 

To have a matter three or four hundred leagues 
from one's home-, to forbear thinking till that man 
fliall have feemed to think ; not to dare to try defi-- 
nitively a proccfs between our fellow-citizens, but 
bycommiflioners of this foreigner's nomination; to 
Uanfgrefs the laws of one'^ country, by which a 
perfon is reftraincd from marrying his niece, and 
yet to render this a legitimate marriage, by giv- 
ing a ftill more confiderable fum to that foreign 
matter •, not to dar^ take poffeffion of any 
fields or vineyards conferred by one's own fove- 
reign, without paying a large fum to this foreign 
mailer ; not to dare plough one's grounds on ^ 
day appointed by a foreigner for commemorating 
^n unknown perfon, whom he has placed in hea^ 
ven by his own private authority ; thefe are the 
advantages of acknowledging a pope 5 thefe are the 
liberties of the Qallican church. 

Other nations there are who carry fubmiflion ftill 
farther. We have in our times feen a fovereign 
afk the pope leave to bring to a trial, in his royal 
court of juftice, fome monks accufed of regicide, 
. fail in his foUicitation$ for leavCj^ ai^d not dare tq 
try thofe wretches. 

It is well known that, formerly, the popes 
power was ftill of greater extent. They were much 
Superior to the gods of antiquity ; for thofe deities 
were only imagined to difpofe of empires, but th^ 
popes difpofed of them in reality. 

Sturbinus fays, that they who doubt of thje 
pope's divinity and infallibility j^rfc excufablc, when 
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k is confidered that St. Peter's fee has been profaned 
bj^ forty fchifms, and twenty-feVen of them have 
been attended with murders, maflacres, and wars. 

That Stephen VII. a pricft's fon, had his prede- 
ceflbr, Formofus, dug up, and the corpfc's head 
cut ofF. 

ThatSergius III. was convtded of alTafllnationSy 
and had a fon by Marozia, who inherited (he 
papacy. , 

That John X. Theodoras*s gallant, was ftrangled 
in his bed. 

That John XI. fon of Sergius III. was known 
only fdr his fcandalous intemperance. 

That John Xll. was murdered at his ftrumpct'* 
houfe. 

That Bencdidt IX. bought the pontificate, and 
fold it agaiii. 

That Gregory VII. was the author of civil wars, 
which were continually profecuted by his fuccefv 
fors for the fpace of five hundred years. 

That laftly, among fo many debauched, ambi-' 
tious, and fanguinary popes, there has been an 
Alexander VI. whofe name always excites no le& 
horror and deteftation than thofe of Nero and Ca- 
ligula. ** 

This, it is faid, proves the divinity of t;heir cha- 
rafter, that it (hould have fubfifted an^^idft fo many 
crimes ; but had the behaviour of the califs beert 
ftill more flagitious and execrable, they would then 
have been ftill more divine. . This is Dermius'ft 
argument ; but the Jefuits have anfwcred him, 

P R E J U D I C E S. 

PRejudice is an opinion void of judgment: thus 
every where many opinions are inftilled into 
^Jiildrcn before they are able to judge. 

A ^ r There 
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There are univerfal and neceffary prejudket^ 
^nd fiich arc cflential to virtue. In every couo- 
Itry, childrcB arc taught to believe in a God, who 
punifhes and rewards ; to refpeft and to love their 
feiher and mother; to hold theft a crime ; a fck 
filh lye a vice, before they can fo much as guefs 
vhat vice or virtue is. 

Thus there are very good prejudices, and thefe 
are fuch as on being brought' to the teft, judgr 
ment ratifies. 

Sentiment is not mere prejudice-, it is much 
ftrcnger. It is not becaufe the mother has beeri 
told that (he muft love her fon, that flic loves Umy 
jfce, happily, cannot help her fondnefs for him. It 
is not from prejudice that a man runs to affill an 
unknown child, whom a bead is near devouring^ 
or who is in any other danger. 

But it is from mere prejudicc^that you refpeft 4 
jnan dcefled in a particular manner, and grave ia 
his carriage and difcourfe. Your parents have told 
you to bow to fuch a man •, thus you come to re- - 
fpeft him, before you know whether he deferves 
your refpeft. . Being grown up, and your know- , , 
ledge enlarged, you begin to fee that this man is ^ 
hypocrite, eatea up with pride, felfiftinefs, and 
craft ; hereupon you defpife what you venerated, 
^nd prejudice is fuperfeded by judgment. You 
have, from prejudice, believed the fables with 
which you was amufcd in ygur childhood; you , 
weisc told that the Titans waged war againft the 
Gods ; and that Venus was in love /with Adonis, 
'^hefp fables at twelve years of age go down with 
you as realiti^sf; but, at twenty, you perceive them 
%o be only ingenious allegories. 

Let us briefly, for order fake, examine the dif- 
ferent iprts of prejudices; we may perhaps find 
ourfelves like thofe who perceived that at, the ti^s; 
of the Miffiflippi, they had been calculating in agj- 
^xary riches. Feeju- 
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f* R E J u D ic E s of' ihe S S N S E si 

ts it not very odd that our eyes Always deceive 
:trs, even wheh we fee very well; whereas we are 
never deceived by our ears ? If a found ear heiaiis 
thcfe word*, You are handfonw, I tove you; k 
rs very certain^ that the perfon fpeaking did not 
fay, I hate you, you are ogly : but the apparent 
fmoothnefs of a looking^-glafs is a deception ; -« 
microfcope (hews the furface to be in reality very 
rugged. The fun feems to be aboiit two feet \vk 
diameter; whereas it is demonftratcd to be a 
linillion of times larger thath the earth. 

God appa^ently has put truth in'your ears, and 
error in your eyes t but ftudy optics, and you wiil 
ftnd that God has not impofed on you ; and that 
it is impoffible, in the prcfent ftate of things, ob* 
jjcAs Ihould appear othcrwifc than you fee them. 

i Physical Prejudices-^ 

Tha^ the fun rifes and fcts, and the earth is in*- - 
IftoveaWe, are prejudices naturally imbibed ; but 
that lobftcrs are good for the bloody bccaufe in: 
boiling they turn red ; that eels cure the palfy^ 
becaule of their friiking •, that the moon has-anf 
influence on difeafes, becaufc a ftronger fymptoW 
of a fever was obfcrved in a patient in the wane of 
the moon : thele notions^ with a thoufand others^ 
were entertained by the empyrics of old, wh<r 
judged without rcafojiing, atid fed others into their 
millakes. 

Historical Prejudices. 

Moft ftories have been credited without .cxa- 
ininatigi>, and filch Belief W ^ prejudice. Fabiu*s 

Piftor 
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Piftor relates, that feveral ages before him, i 
veftal virgin of the city, of Alba, going with hef 
pitcher to draw water, was raviftied and brought 
into the -world Romulus and Remus ; and that 
thefe twins were fuckled by a ftie-wolf, &c. This 
fable the Roman people greedily fwallowed, with- 
out examining whether, at that time, veftal vir- 
gins were known in Latium ; whether it was 
likely that a king's daughter^ fhould go out of her 
.convent with a pitcher in her hand ; and whether 
it was agreeable to nature, that a ftie-wolf, fo far 
from eating two infants, Ihould fuekle them. The 
.prejudice took rooc 

A monk wrote that Clovis, being in great dan- 
ger at the battle of Tolbiac, made a vow, if he 
efcaped fafe, to turn Chriftian ; but is it lYatural 
in fuch an exigency to apply to a foreign deity ? Is 
it not in extremities^ that our native religion afts 
with the greateft force ? What Chriftian in a bat- 
tle againft the Turks would not caH on the Blef- 
fed Virgin, rather than on Mahomet ? It is add- 
ed, that a dove brought a phial in its bill for 
anointing Clovis ^ and that an angel brought the 
oriflamme or banner to be carried before him. 
All fuch little tales, prejudice rea<^ily credited ; 
but they who arc acquainted with human nature 
very well know, that both the ufurper Clovis and 
the ufurper Rollo, or Rolf, turned Chriftians, that 
they might more fafely rule over Chriftians, as the 
Turks, on their becoming matters of the empire 
of Conftantinople, turned Muffulincn, to ingratiate 
thcmfelve^ with the Muffulmen. 

Religious Prejudices. 

If your nurfe has told you that Ceres prefides 
over grain 5 or that Vifnow and Xaca halve feveral 

times 
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; times become men; or that Saniiioncodom came 
upon earth, and cut down aforeft-, or that Odinjejf- 
pefts you in his hall towards Jutland ; or that Ma- 
homet, or fome other, has made a journey into 
heaven ; laftly, if your governor afterwards in- 
culcates into your brain the traces made in it by 
your nurfc, you will never get rid of them during 
your life. Should your judgment attempt to ef- 
face thefe prejudices, your acquaintance, and cf- 
pecially your female acquaintance, will charge you 
with impiety, and 'terrify you ; then your dervife, 
left his income may fuffer fome curtailment, will 
accufe you to the c^di ; the cadi will: do his beit 
to have you impaled, for he would have all un- 
der him blockheads, thinking that blockheads 
make tamer fubjedts than others ; and thus things 
will go on till your acquaintance, the dervife^ and 
the' cadi ihall begin to perceive that folly does no 
^ood, and that perfecution is abominable* 

RELIGION. 

- Q^ U E S T I ON I. 

DR. Warburton, bilhop of Gloucefter, author 
of one of the moft learned pieces that ever 
appeared, in vol, i. p. 8. expreflcs himfelf to this 
purpofe : " A religion, or fociety, not founded on 
*' the belief of a future ftate, ought to be fupported 
** byan extraordinary providence: the JewiQi reli- 
** gion was not founded on the belief of a future 
" ftate ; therefore it muft have been fupported by 
" an extraordinary providence.**' 

Several divines have declared againft him, and, 
difputant like, have retorted his argument on 
himfelf, 

. ' ^ !^ A re- 
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** A religion not founded on the doSrine bf tfi* 
<* foul's immortality, and eternal rewaixSs, mtift hi 
*' falfe. Now Judaifm had no fuch tenets i there- 
** fore Judaifm, fo far from bcihg fupported by 
** providence^ was, according to your prrnciple!!^ 
** a falfe and favage religion, which dcftied any 
*♦ fuch thing as providence/* 

Others of the bilhop^sadvcrfarics maintained 
that the immortaUty of the foul was kflowh itnot\^ 
the Jews, even in Mofes's time -, but he very evi* 
dently proved agaiiift them, that neither* in the Dc-t 
calogue, nor Leviticus, nor Deuteronomy, is one 
finglc word faid of this belief 5 and that it is ridi-i 
culous to go about wrefting and corrupting a few 
paflages ot the other books, in fupport of a truth 
about which their book of laws is (ilent. 

The bifhop^ though he compofcd four i^olume^ 
tto dcmonftrate that the Jewifh law propdfed nei- 
ther punilhments nor rewards after deaths has not 
been able to give his adverfaries any very fatisfac- 
tory anfwcr. They urged, " cither Mofes was' 
** acquainted with ^his doArine^ and then he dc- 
«' ceiyed the Jews in riot making it public : or he' 
*' was ignorant of it $ and if fo, he was indapablef 
.** of founding a good religion* Indeed, had thisf 
*' religion been good, why wa^ it abolifhed ? A 
^' true religion fhould fuit all times and places ; ic 
*' fhould be like the light of the fun, which fliines 
• ** in all lands and throughout all generations/* 

This prelate, with all hi^ erudition and fagacity^; 
has been hard put to it in making his way through 
' all thefe difficulties > but what fyftem is without^ 
difficulties? 

Question, H. 

Another learned perfon, a much great^ir f>hilb^ 
ibphei's and one of the moft profound metaphyfi- 

, cians 
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tians of the times, produces flrong reafons to prove^ 
that the firft religion was Polytheifm -, and that, be- 
fore improved reafon came to fee there could be 
only one Supreme Being, men began with be- 
lieving feveral gods. 

I, on the contrary^ prefume to believe that they 
began with worfhipping only one Grod, and that^ 
iafterwards, htlmari veaknefs adopted feveral o* 
thers ; and I conceive the thing to be thuS. 

It is not to be doubted but villages and country 
towns were prior tojarge cities 5 and that men were 
divided into fmall republics before they were 
united in large empires. It is vei;y nattiral, that a 
town, terrified at the thunder; diftreifed by the 
ruin of its harveft ; infulted by a neighbouring 
town-, daily feeling its weaknels, and every wherci 
J)erc^iving an invifible power, foon came to fay»- 
There is forile being above us, which does us good 
and hurt. 

It fcems to me impOfllble that they lliould have 
faid: there are two powers ; for wherefore feveral ? 
In every thing we begin with the fimple, theri 
proceed to the compound, and often an improve-: 
men c of knov^ledge brings us back agaiii to the 
fimple : this is the procefs of the human mind. 

Which being was firft worftiipped ? was it the fun^ 
was it the moon ? I can hardly believe it: Only let 
tis take a view of children, they are pretty nearly 
on a footing with ignorant men. The beauty and 
benefit of that luminous body which animates na- 
ture, make no impreffion on them ; as infenfible 
dre they of the conveniences we derive from the 
moon, or of the regular variations of its courfe ^ 
they do not'fo much as think of thefe things j they 
<re accuftomed to them. What men do not fcary 
thfcy never worftiip. Children look up to the (ky 
#kh as much indifference ason the ground j but^ 

T H 
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at a tefnpeft, the poor creatures tremble and rui^ 
and hide themfelves. I am inclined to think it 
was fo with primitive men. They who fiift ob- 
ferved the courfc of the heavenly bodiies, and 
brought them to be objefts of admiration and 
worlhip, muft neceffarily have had a tiniSVure of 
philofophy ; the error was too exalted for rude 
illiterate hufbandmen. 

» Thxis the cry of a village would have been no 
more than this: There is a power >jvhich thunders, 
which fends down hail on us, which caufes our 
children tadie,. let us, by all means, appeafe it ^ 
but which way ? Why, we fee, that little prefents 
will footh angry people, let us try what little pre- 
fents will do with this power. He muft alfo to- 
be fure have a name or title ; and that, which na- 
turally prefents itfelf firft, is chief, mafter, lord r 
thus is this power called my Lord. ^ fclence it 
probably was, that the fi;ft iE'gyptians called their 
god Krtef 5 the Syrians, Adoni-, the neighbouring * 
nations Baal or Bel, or Melch or.Moloc ; the Scy- 
thians Pape, all words fignifying Lord, Mafter. 
, In like manner almofl all America was found to 
be divided into multitudes of litcle colonies, all 
with their patron deity- The Mexicans and Peru- 
vians themfelves, who were large nations, had but 
one only God;, the former worftiipping Manga 
Kapack, the other the God of war, whom they 
called Vilipufti, as the Hebrews had ftilcd their - 
lord, Sabaoth. 

It is not from any fuperiority or exercife o/rea- 
fon, that all nations began with worfhipping only^ 
one Deity ; for had they been philofophers, they 
would have the univerfal God of nature and 
not the god of .a village; they- would have exa- 
mined the infinite te^iimohies acknowledged of 
a creating and preferving being j but they ^xa- 

mih^d 
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Mntd nothing V they only perceived, and fuch is 
the progrcfs of our weak underftanding. Every 
town .perceived its weaknefs and want of a 
powerful proteftor. This tutelary and terrible be- 
ing they fancied to rcfide in a neighbouring forcfti 
or mountain, or in a cloud. Tbey fancied only one 
fuch power, becaufe in war the town had but ond 
chief J this being they imagined to be corporeal^ it 
being impoffiblc they could have any other idf a. 
They could not but believe that the neighbouring 
town had alfo its god. Accordingly Jephtha fays to 
the inhabitants of Modb : "You lawfully poffefs 
*' what your god Chamo* has made you conquer ; 
*' and you ought to let us quietly enjoy what o,ur 
** god has given us by his viftories (PJ." 

This fpeech from One foreigner to another 
is very remarkable. The Jews and Moabitcs 
had outcd the nauves, with no other right than 
force,; and one fays to the other,- Thy god haa 
fupportcd thee in thy ufurpation, allow my god 
likewife to fupp^^rt me in mine. ' . 

Jeremiah and Amos both afk, " Wherefore has 
*^ the god Moloch feized op the country of Gad 
"** (Q^) ?*' Thefe paflagcs fhew that amtiquity 
attributed a guardian god to every country, and 
traces of this theology are likewife to be met with • 
in Homer. 

It is very natural thait, from the heat of fancy 
and a vague increafc of knowledge, men foon mul- 
tiplied their gods, and afljgned guardians to the 
elements, feas, forefts, fprings, and fields. The 
more they furveyed the heavenly b6dies, the greater 



(P) The ienfe in our verfion is v6ry different; Judges xi. 2/f. 
(QJ Here the difference is llill greater. Jer. xi. 1. Amos 
lays nothing l&e it, 
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muft their aftonifhment have been. Well msghf 
they who worQiipped the deicy of a brook, payj their 
adorations to the fun : and,, the firft ftcp be- 
ing taken, the earth was foon covered with deities v 
fo that at length cats and onions came to hh 
wbrfhippcd. 

However, tiitie muft neceflarily improve reafon : 
accordingly it produced fome philofophers, who 
faw that neither onions not cats, nor even the hea- 
venly bodies, had any (hare in the difpofition of na- 
ture, AH thofe philofophers, Babylonians, Pcr- 
fians, Egyptians, Scythians^ Greeks, and Romans^ 
acknowledged only one Supreme God, rewarding 
and puniihing. ' 

This they did not immediatelv make known to 
the people,, for a word againrf onions and cats 
fpoken before old women and priefts, would have 
coft a man his life •, thofe good people would have 
ffoned him.. He who (hould have ridiculed fome 
Egyptians for eating their gods, would havp been 
eaten himfelf, fince Juvenal relates as faft^that in a 
. controverfial difpute, an Egyptian was killed and 
eaten quite raw. 

Well! what was to be done ? Orpheus and 
others inftitute myfterics, which the initiated fwear 
by execrable oaths never to reveal -, and of thefc 
myfteries the principal is, the worfhip of one only 
Qod. This great truth f^reads over half the earth j, 
the number of the initiated fwells immenftly j the 
antient religion indeed ftill fubfifts, but flot being 
contrary to the tenet of God's unity, it is connived 
at. The Romans had their Deus Optimus Maxi- 
mus ; the Greeks thtjr Zeus, their Supreme God. 
All the other deities are only intermediate beings ; 
heroes and emperors were rlaffed among the gods^ 
which meant no more than the bleffed, for it is not 
to be fuppofcd, that Claudius, Odlavius, Tiberius, 

4 and 
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•and Ciligula, were accounted the creators of hea- 
ven and earth. 

' In a' word, it feems demonllrated that, in Au- 
guftus^s t^me, all who had any religion acknow- 
ledged one fupreme eternal God, with feveral daffes 
of fecondary deities; the worfliipping of whom has 

. fince been called idolatry. 

The Jewifh laws never countenanced idolatry ;- 
for though they admitted Malachim, Angels, and 

. inferior orders of coeleftial -beings ; their law ap- 
pointed, no manner of worlliip for thefe fecondiary 
deities. Indeed they adored angels, that is, whefi 
they faw any, they proftrated themfelves before 
them •, but as this was a very uncommon cafe,, no 
ceremonial, or legal worQiip, had been inftituted 
for them ; neither was any homage paid even to the 
cherubim of the afk. It is 'manifeft that the Jewis 
worlhipped openly one fingle God, even as the in- 
numerable crowds of the initiated worlhipped him 
privately in their myftcries. 

Qu BASTION III. 

At this time, when the worfliip of one Supreme 
God univerfally prevailed in Afia, in Europe, and 
Africa, among all who made a due ufc of their 
reafon, it was that the chriftian religion received 
its birth* 

Platonifm greatly promoted the underftanding 
of its dogmas; The Logos, Which in piato figni- 
fies the wifdom, the reafon of the Supreme Being, , 
with us was made the word, and the fecond perfoa 
of the Deity. Thus religion was wrapped up in 
jnetaphyfics, to human reafon unfathomable. 

How Mary was afterwards declared mother of 
i/od J how the confubftantiality of the Father and 

T 3 the 
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the word were eftablillied, together ^ith the 
procefTion of the Pneuma, the divine organ of the 
divine Logos ; two natures and two wills refolting 
from the Hypoftafis \ and laftly, the fuperior man- 
ducation, in which both foul and body are fed with 
the members of the incarnate God, worfhipped 
and eaten in the form of bread, prefent to the 
fight, felt by the tafte, and yet annihilated : thefe 
things we (hall not repeat here. All myfteries have 
ever been fwblime. 

So early as the fccond centpry, the expulfion tjf 
devils was performed, by pronouncing the name of 
Jefus •, whereas before, the name of Jehovah, or 
Yhaho, was jnade ufe of in fuch miracles i for Sr, 
Matthew relates that Jefus's enemies having fpr«ad 
abroad, that it was by the name of the prince of 
the dcvHs that he caft out the devils, he made 
them this anfwcr : " If I caft out devils by Bcclze- 
f^ bub,, by whom do your children caft them out ?'^ 

At what time the Jews acknowledged Beelzebub, 
a foreign deity, to be prince of the devils is not 
known"; but we know, and learn it from Jofe- 
phus, that at Jerufalem there were exorcifts, whofe 
immediate province jt was to diflodge the devils 
from the bodies of the poffeffed, that is men la- 
bouring under uncommon diflempers; wh'rch, in 
thofe times, a great part of the world attributed tq 
malignant genii. 

Thus the de^moniacs were relieved by the trU$ 
pronunciation of the word Jehovah ; now loft, to- 
gether with other eeremonies at prefent buried iij 
oblivion. 

Exorcifms by Jehovah, or .other of God-s names, 

continued t,o be pradifed even In the early ages of 

the church. Origen againft Celfus, N**. 262, fays, 

** If when invoking God or fwearing by him, he 

. J' is termed the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Ja- 

!! cob,. 
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** cob, certain things will be done by thofe names, 
** luch being their nature and force, that devils 
*' are>iubjea to thofe who utter them ; whereas if 
*' called by afiy other appellation, as god of, the 
.** tumultuous fea, or the deftroyer, no efFedt fol- 
*' lows. The word Ifraet tranflated into Greek will 
" do nothing ; but on pronouncing it in Hebrew, 
" along with the other requifice words, the magi- 
*' cal operation will take place." 

The fame Origen, N^ 19, has thefe remark- 
able 'words: '* Tl>ere are names of a natural vir- 
** tue, as thofe ufed by the wife men in Egypt, 
^' ihe Magi in Perfia, and the Brachmans in In- , 
" dia. , Magic, as it .is called, is no vain and chi- 
" mericalart, as the Stoics andEpicureajns pretend; 
** neither were the names of Sabaoth or Adonai 
*' made for created beings, but appertain to a myf- 
** terious theology concerning the Creator ; hence 
*' comes the virtue of tliefe names, when placed 
*' Jn order, and pronounced according to the 
*' rules, &c.n" 

, Origen, in fpeaking thus, only relates what was 
iinivcrfally held, and does not deliver his own pri- 
vate opinion. All the religions then known ad- 
mitted a kind of magjc, and with two diftinftions, % 
the cel^ftial and infernal magic, necromancy and 
theurgy •, every nation had its prqdigies, divi- 
nations, ^ and oracles. The Perlians did not 
deny the Egyptian miracles, nor the Egyptians 
offer to difcredit the Perfian. God was plcafed to 
wink at the firft Chriftians efpoufing the Sybil- 
line oracles, and fome other unconfequential er- 
rors, as not corrupting the eflentiahof rcligton. 

Another very remarkable circumftance is, ,that 
the chriftians of the two firft centuries' abhorred 
temples, altars, and images. This Origen owns, 
•N*, 374, but on the church's being modelled into 

T 4 ^ a fee- 
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f, fettled form, its difciplinc and every thitig el(t 
^>ecamc altered. ' 

Question IV/ . 

When once a religion comes to be eftablifliecj 
by law, the magillyates are very vigilant in fuppref- 
fihg nioft of the things ; which ufed to be don? 
\>y the profcflbrs of that religion before it was pub- 
licly received. The founders held j!heir private 
meetings, thoughr forbidden under penaltres 5 now 
none but public aflcmblies held under the eye of 
the law are permitted, and all cliandeftine affocia- 
tions made puniihable. The old maxim was. It 
is better to obey God than man^j now the oppo- 
fite maxim comes into vogue, To obey God is to 
ponform to the laws of the land. All places rung 
with obfefTipns and poflfeffions, the deyil was let 
loofe upon earth j now the devil does not ftir ouf 
of his den. Prodigies and prediftions vyere necef- 
fary then j now a ftop is put to them, and they 
are exploded : he who (noul(3 openly take upon 
Wm to foiretel any public calamity, 'would foon be 
|hewn the way to Bedlam. The founders took 
rnoney underhand from the believers ; whereas a 
man colleftihg money to difpofe of it as hepleafes, 
without any legal warrant, would be takeh to tafk. 
Thus the whole of the fcaflFolding ufed in the conr 
ftrpftiori of the building, is taken away. - 

C^u E s T I o N V, 

Next to oyr holy religion, to be fure the only 
good religion, .which would be the lead bad ? 

Would it not t)e the mod fimple ? Would it not 
be that which taught a great de^l of morality an^ 
few do£|rines ? that which tended to make n>eti 

virtUQUS 
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vkiuoqs without making them fools ? that which 
did not impofe the belief of things impoffible, con- 
tradiftory, injurious to the Deity, and pernicious to 
niankind ; and which did not take on itfelf to 
threaten with eternal punilhments all who had 
common fenfe ? Would it not be that which did 
not fupport its articles by executioners, and deluge 
f he earth with blood for unintelligible fophifms? 
that in which a quibble, a pun, and two or three, 
fuppofititious mapsj would not fuffice to make a 
prieft a fovercign and a God, though noted for the 
moft profligate morals and execrable pradlices? 
that which did not make kings fubjedt to thi^ . 
prieft? Would it not be that which taught only 
the adoration of one God, juftice, forbearance, 
'and hurnanity ? 

Question VJ. 

The religion of the Gentiles is faid. to be abfurd' 
So feveral points, contradiftory, and perniciou^,^ 
jBut have not its evils and follies been greatly ex- 
aggerated ? Jupiter's carrying on his amours in the 
iliape of a fwan, a bull» with other fuch doings 
<jf the Pagan deities, is certainly the height of ridi* 
cule ; but let any on^, throughout all antiquity^ 
ihew me a temple dedicated to Leda lying with 9* 
fwan or a bull. Did Athens or Rome ever hear a ferr 
mon to encourage girls to copulate with the fwans 
in their court-yards ? Did the collcftion of fables 
(o beautifully embcUilhed by Ovid, conftitute their 
religion ? Are they not like our Golden Legend, 
or Flower of the Saints ? Should fome Bramin 
or Dcrvife objeft to us the ftory of St. Mary the 
Egyptian, who not having wherewith to pay the 
^liibrs who had brought her into Egypt* volun* 
yitxly granted to each of them, in lieu of money, 

what 
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what, IS called favours, we fhould immediately fay 
to the Bramin, You are miftaken, father, the Gol- 
<]en Legend is not our religion. 

We t^unt the antients with their prodigies 
and oracled i hut could they return on earth, and 
were the miracles of our lady of Loretto, and thofe 
of our lady of Ephefus, to be numbered, in whofe 
favour would the ballance of the account be ? 

Human facrifices have been introduced almoft 
among all nations, but very rarely were they prac- 
tifed. Jephth^*s daughter and king A gag are the 
only two we meet with among the Jews, for Ifaac 
and Jonathan were not facrlficed/ The Grecian 
ftory. of Iphigenia is not thoroughly verified : hu- 
man facrifices are very rarely- heard of among the 
antient Romans; in a word, very little blood has 
the Pagan religion fhed, and ours has made the 
earth an aceldama. Ours, tp be fure, is the only 
good, the only true religion; but by our abufe of 
it, we have done fo much mifchief, that when we 
fpcak of other religions, it fhould be with temper 
and modefty. 

Q^U E S T I O N VII. 

If a man would recommend his religion to ftran- 
gers or his countrymen, (hould'he not go about ic 
with the moft winning compofure, the moft: infi- 
nuating mildnefs ? If he fets out with faying that 
what he declares is dempnftrably true, he will meet 
with ftrong oppofition ; and if he takes upon him 
to tell them that they reje6t his doftriae, onl^be- 
'caufe it condemns their paffions ; that their heart 
has cprruptcd their mind ; that they* have only a 
falfe and prefutriptuous reafon, he excites their 
contempt and refentment, and overthrows what 
he was for building up, 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ ; . -^ 
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' l( the rdigipn which he preaches be true, will 
paffion and infolence add to it$^ truth ? Do yoa 
ftorm and rage when you fay that men fhould be 
mild, patient, benevolent, juft, exaft in the dif- 
ichafge of .all the duties of fociety ? No-, here 
.every body is of yoiir mind ; why then fuch viru- 
lent language to your brother when you ace 
preaching to him metaphyfical myfferies ? It is 
becaufe his good fenfe irritates your felf-love. You 
proudly ^require that your brother fhould fubmic 
his underftanding to yours ; and pride difappoint- 
cd blazes into rage 5 from hence, and hence only, 
^rifes your paCBon. A man who receives ever fo 
many mufket-fhot in a battle, is never feen to e»- 
prefs any anger ; but a doftor, at the denial of af- 
|cnt, kindles into implacable fury. 



RESURRECTION (R). 

TH E Egyptians are faid to h^ve built their 
fuperb pyramids only for tombs, where their 
bodies being embalmed outwardly and inwardly^ 
jay till, at the ex^piration of a thoufand years, their 
ibuls returned into them. But if their bodies were 



(R) The doftrine of the refurreaion is one of the fundamen- 
tal points of our holy religion. M. Voltaire does not ^tempt to 
weaken ourbelief of it, but to ftiew his learning by enumerating 
the opinions of the Heathens, as well as of the primitive Chris- 
tians relative to that article. We fhall only obferve that his ex- 
plication of the famous paflage of Job, ch. xix. ver. 25, is taken 
from the very learned bifhopi of Gloucefter, who in his Divine 
Legation, book vi. fe6l. 2, p. 543, has given us a beautiful 
account of this whole book, and cleared up all the difficulties 
in it ; but particularly makes it appear, that the wocds . in 
queftioa can relate only to a temporal deliverance. 

' to 



Di^ifiz( 



ed by Google 



ti4 A PHILOSOPHICAL 
to come, to life again^ and it was their Et^ opera- 
cion, why did the cmbalrqers pierce the fcutt with 
a hook, and draw the' brain out ? To think of a 
man's coming to life again without brains, inclinesr 
one to apprehend that the Egyptians' had little or 
©one when living; but it muft be confidered, that 
iDoft of the antients believed the foul to refide in 
the breaft. And why in the bread fooner'than any 
other part? bccaufe it is well known that under 
all our fenfations, if any thing violent, we feel a 
dilatation or contraftion about the region of the 
heart ; and this produced the opinion, that there 
was the foul's refidence. This foul w^is fom^ching 
aerial, alight figure roving about where it could, - 
till it had joined its body again. ^ 

The belief of the refurrleftion is much more an- 
ticnt than the hiftorical times. Athaladas, Mer- 
cury^s fon, could die and come to life again at plea- 
fore -^Effulapius reftored Hyppolitus to life; Her- 
cules conferred the like kindnefs on Alceftes -, and 
f clops, who had been cut into pieces by his fa- 
ther, the gods made whole again : Plato relates* 
that Heres returned to life only for a fortnight. 

It was not till a very long time after Plato, that 
the Pharifees among the Jews adopted the tenet of 
the refurreftion. 

The Afts of the Apoftles mention a very Angu- 
lar tranfadtion, and well worthy of notice. St. 
James and fevcral of his companions advifed St^ 
Paul, though fo thorough a Chriftian, to go into 
the temple of Jerufalem, and obferve all the cere- 
monies of the antient law, to the end all may know, 
fay they, that every thing which is faid of you is 
falfe, and that you itill continue to obferve Mofes's 
law.» 

St. Paul accordingly went into the temple for 

feven days 5 but being known on the fevcnth, he 

' ' w^^ 
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'Was accpfed of having brought ftrangcrs into it, 
with a view of prophaning it^^ 

Now Paul perceiving that fome of the crowd 
were Sadducees and others Pharifees, he cried due 
in the council, " Brethren I am aPharifec, the ion 
** of a PHarifee ; it is for the hope of another life^ 
*'. and the refurreAion of the dead, that I am in 
*' danger of being condemned," Afts xxiii. ver. 6* 
In all this affair not a word had been faid about the 
refurreftio'n ot the dead 5^ but Paul's drift in iRcn* 
tioning it was to raife a quarrel between the Pha- . 
rifees and Sadducees. 

Ver. 7. *' And Pau^ having faid, there arofe a 
•* diffenfion berween the Pharifees and Sadducees, 
" and the multitude was divided." 

Ver. 8. *' For the Sadducees fay, there is no re- 
". furrec^ion, neither angel nor fpirit ; but the Pha- 
•' rifees confefs both, &c.'' 

It has been affirmed that Job, who doubtlefs i* 
of great antiquity, was acquainted with the doc- 
trine pf the refurrc6tion j and, in proof of it, the 
follo>*ing words are quoted : " I know that my re- 
*' deemer iiveth, and that one day his redemption 
** will rife on me, or that I (hall rife again from the 
** duft; that my flcin will return ; and that I fhall 
" again fee God in my flefti." 

But feveral commentators underftandfio more by 
thcfe words, than that Job hopes he (hall foon gee 
over his diltemper, and (hall not always be lying 
in the ground as he then was i the fequel fuffici- 
ently proves the truth of this explanation -, for the 
moment he cries out to his falfe andh'ar(h friends, 
'< Why then fay you, let us perfecute Jiim, or be- 
*• caule you (hall fay, Becaufe wp have perfecuted 
*' him (S). Does not this evidently mean, you will 

^ (S) See our traDdation/ cbap. xix. ver. 25 and 28. 

» repent 
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repent of having iofulted me, when .you Ihattfec? 
Ine again in my former ftate of health and opu* 
lence ? A fick perfon fays, I fhall recover, liot I. 
Jhall rife from the dead : to give forced meanings tor 
clear paiTages, is the fure way never to underftand 
one another. 

According to St. Jerome, the fc<5l of ^he Pha- 
rifees began but a very little time before Jefus? 
Chrift. Rabbi HiHel is accounted its founder, and 
be was eotemporafy with Gamaliel, St. Paul's , 
maftcr. 

Many of thefe Pharrfees believed that it was? 
only the Jews who were^o rife again; and that as' 
to the reft of mankind, they were not worthf 
while. Others affirmed that the refurreftion would 
be only in Paleftine, and that -bodies boried in 
other parts would be fecretly conveyed to -the 
neighbourhood of Jerufalcm, there to be united to' 
their foul. St. Paul tells the inhabitants of Thef- 
falonica, " That the fecood coming of Jefus Chrift 
** is for them and for him ^ and that they Ihall" bie' 
*« wTtneffes of it." 

Ver. 1 6. " For on the Ggnal being given by ih^: 
** archangel and the trumpet of God, the Lord 
*' himfeU (hall defccnd from heaven, and they whet 
« fhall have died in Jefus Chrift (hall rife firft." 

Ver. 17. " Then we who are alive, and who (halt 
«* have remained till then, (hall be caught up wiife 
** them in the clouds, to go and meet the Lord in the 
** air; and thus we (hall live for ever with theLord.*^ 
I Theflalonians, chap. iv. ■ 

Does not this important paffage evidently prove;* ,^ 
that the firft Chrillfans made themfelves fure that 
they fhould fee the end of the world ; and St. Luke 
aftually foretels it, as what fhould happen in hiar 
life-tirrc? 

' St^ 
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St. Auftin thinks that children, and even ftill- 
born infants, fliall rife at the age of maturity. Ori- 
gin, Jerome, Athanafius, Balil, did not believe 
that women were to rife again with the diftindtions 
of fex. 

In a word, there have ever been difputes about 
what we were, what we are, and what we (hall be. 



SOLOMON (T). 

SURELY Solomon could not be fo rich as 
he is faid ? ~ 

The book of Chronicles tells us that Melk 
David his father Icfc him one hundred thoufand 

talents 



(T) This whole article is liable to great exceptions, and 
betrays a fpirit of licentioufnefs in the author. He takes up- 
on himfelf to ftrike wh^t books he pleafes out of the canon 
of the fcriptiires, becaufe they do not fuit his fancy, or be- 
cauft he meets with a few difficulties, which are eailly 
folv^d. We are forry to own that he fhews himfelf in this 
artide to have joined that clafs of Deills, whom Dr. Clarke 
mentions as hot capable of being argued with. Thefe are 
they who endeavour to turn the mod facred things into ri- 
dicold;"Tand fhew as great a difregard to common decehcy 
as to religion. They pretend to expofe tlje abufes and 
corruption of religion ; but the profane and lewd images 
with which they affed to drefs up their difcourfe, demonC- 
trate that they do not intend to deride any vice or folly, 
but rather to foment the vicious inclinations of others. By 
turning every thing alike into ridicule, they plainly declare 
that they have no regard for virtue or religion. Such men 
are not to be argued with, till thej learn to ufe arguments 
inftead of drollery. For banter is not capable of being an* 
fwered by reafon, not becaufe it has any ftrength in 'it ; but 
becaufe it runs out of all the bounds of reafon and good fenfe, 
by extravagantly joining together fuch images as have not in 

, them- 
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talents of gold * and one thoufand talents of filver i 
fo enormous a fum, that it is quite incredible/ 

There 



themfelves any manner of fimilitude or connexion; thus 
mil things are alike eafy to be rendered ridiculous, by being 
jeprefented only in an abiurd drefs. 

This is what our author has unhappily done in regard to 
the Song of Solomon. Whether this book, as Well as thofe . 
of Proverbs and Ecclefiaftes, were wrhten by that prince, 
is not at all materifil to our religion ; biit it is certain that 
they belong to the canonical books, and their authority is the 
feme al that of the other parts of the fcripture, of which there 
aever was any doubt in the church. 

The Song of Songs is generally believed to have been wrif- 
ten by king Solomon. It contains an epithalamium, in 
which the lover and his fpoufe are repreferited fpeaking theif 
parts. King Solomon is named feveral times in the body of 
the work ; fo that there can be no doubt of its being written 
in his time. In regard to the impropriety which fome imagine 
of inferting a book of this kind among thofe of holy writ^ it 
inuft be obferved, that there is a double meaning to he 
underftood -, the hidorical and the myfUcal. In the hiflo- 
rical fenfe, it is a fong for the nuptials of Solomon, and 
. the daughter of the king of Egypt, who is called Shulamite. 
According to the myftical fenfe, of which die hiftorical is only 
the foundation, it denotes the union between Chrift and his- 
church, .which in the ^ripture is compared to that between 
man and wife. Such is the myftery represented by the nup- 
tials of Solomon. But we are ^^aid our author is too carnally 
minded, to attend to the myftical fenfe of this or aliy other 
part of fcripture. 

Our author's obje£lions againft the books of Proverbs and 
Ecclefiaftes are puerile, and fcarce deferving of notice. 
But it is very droll to fee him difplaying hiis erudition on the 
French tranflation of the 3 ift verfe in the 23d chapter of Pro* 
verbs : " Ne regardez point le vin quand il paroit clair, et 
** que fa couleur brille dans U verre:" becaufe verre iignifies 
glafs, which is a recent invention. But it is highly, probable 
the French tranflators meant no nacre than a c»'p, as the ori- 
ginal implies, and as it is rendered in the Engliih verfion;' 

wheiy 

* A talent of gold is {cAcnlly efiiauted about 5075 1. Herling*- 
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There is not fo much cafli in all the nations of -the 

whole 

«* when it giveth his colour in the cup." The book of Ec- 
clefiailes was certainly written by Solomon, iince it is aien* 
. tioned to be the work of the fbn of David, king of Jerufa- 
lem, who excelled in wifdom and magnificence. It is a 
difcouffe made to a congregation, upon the vanity and>emp- 
tinefs of all wortdly things. That the paflages which our au- 
thor finds fault with, are to be confidered as' objedlions which 
Solomon makes to bimfelf» appears from the whole tenour of 
the book, and cannot bear any other' conftruftion. But does 
not Splomon clearly expkin his meaning in other pafliages ? 
as in this, *' Rejoice, oh ! young man, in thy youth, and let 
** thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
*' the ways of thy heart, and in the fight of thine eyes ; but 
*' know, that for all thefe things God will bring thee into 
** judgment." Does this breathe the air of libertinifm ? AVe 
fincerely wifti our author had never been more licentious tha» 
Solomon fhews hiiiifelf in this book ; the public then would 
never had fo much reafon to complain of fome of his writings^t 
In regard to the/)bjeftions our author ftarts at the en- 
trance of this article againlt the opulence of Solomon, they* 
only difdoyer his ignorance of the Jewifti hiftory. The fcrip- 
ture fays, (i Chcon. xxix. 4;) " That David left behind him 
** for the building of the temple, three thouiand talents of* 
.*' gold, of the gold of Ophir, and feven thoufand talents ot 
** refined filver." Now Dean Prideaux obferves (Conneft, 
book I.) two things concerning this immenfe quantity of gold 2 
firft, that it was the gold of Ophir; from whence he con- 
cludes that David, muft have cftablifhed a navigation to that 
place in his time, by th^ affiftance of Hiram*s expert failors, 
without which it cannot be conceived how he could havieJ 
amafled fo vaft a treafure. Thus Solomon did but improve^ 
Ivhat his father hadi^egun in regard to the encouragement o^ 
Cominerce. Secondly, this fum, as he fays, is fo prodigious^ 
as gives I'eafon to think, that the talents were another. Ibrt of 
talents, of a far lefs value than th^ Mofafc talents. For what 
is iaid to be given by David, and contributed by his princes^ 
towards the building of the temple at Jerufalem, if valued by 
tl)e Mofaic talents, exceeded the value of eight hundred mil- 
lions of our*money, which was enough to have built all thatf 
temple of folid Glvorg 
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ii^^ole world $ and it is liot- eafy to Conceive ihAt . 

r. , , ,. - ; I t^a ^ i i ^\^ i > i ^n - ■ 

«•" Solomon was a fitr more powerful prince than many peoplgr 
imagbe :_ his dominions were not confined to the li ttle comt * 
try of Paicftine, as M. Voltaire i» pkaf^d la call it; thty , 
-; |wadied.ftpi|Mh^i5verJEttphratas, or evenr besfwid^it^ntb^iB 
^ jjf il^ ;<Vr Iwirf^j^ /rf, Egypt ; and all the kiftgs rf^dtdfe tJftttn- 
|,:^rie|.j^^,tqfcittflriei to hinr (i King^' ta. 14.) .Whatifland- 
^Il^;fq[i9y.h9]taept; tbe fcripun d«es tiot mentloii f jim^bdidfe^ 
;);^iQ^rtfi^,ton4r4<d chariots andhcdes^ the text fsj^i his litd 
. tweivq tlit<H^»lid lKvrfeiviai» w&ich fotne tsMos to have been ra- 
..|(l^^ faddM ii(»ffi)»l 9x4 others, his )i£>g:iisQrdsv ^ fei^t^ard to 
.. >i^ fisrty i^9«tffUHl iUlb of horfe» for his dhariots, ^nsentiofie^ 
ID. the, fii>ft.lM>ok Qf King^r diapL ir. this pa^g^iw^mfufft 
liQivrn ha$.,«r^aK4 tou».^iiS&ciAty; especially as (trtheii^ond 
f jbool^ of Q^f^' chap. k. it is Md, he^ had only^fctir4ftimi&nd 
,ilaU^* '.8uViWe?«luft ctofcrvr that M* Voltaire vefj' lirfaftrly 
.]QagiiiHe3.t]|$ moliier of hodeainthefirft pal&ge, by«ii&iag 
ufe of thewofd uuritf ft able \\mhtttei& in the origflikl it<(igtii- 
^ £e6 only p^it^ii^ a <nt^» that is a ^fitifen of the ftaiUe, & 
..mmy icril^-lo-iHkchitable. Hence Buxtorff fUfsipoiles that the 
, boo)^ 9fmn|^ means the horlies, that of Chronictes^ liie ihibles, \ 
,T]^. ifaat )th^.'A«9ere fqrty thoufaad. horfes in l<biir th<m(and 
.. .fiabl^ l^Q&mf^ muft be thsrefom. had to an hyf^aHage ; hisf 
M^ fortj th^kfcmi Jhhks^ viz, fifty ttwfokd horfis in bis flails*, 
and the letter tt¥ere finir thGKif«(ndiids6tdiiig, to the book of 
.Chrpmcies. Some laterpiviSeFmiiiiqklthat ^e ntmiber in the 
.;^.6ookofChl^OQiclefha$'beeacorrtiptBd^ but this is iMd with-- 
,€mt any auijbcyrity ; tbet^qre.ltdK phdn •and'tafteft way of 
^ jklving the wh^l^ difficulty is^tfcat^in the book of'Kitfgs the: 
, word fr^^tftm* o^ftabUy is ta^en in iis jM-oper ienfef fbr-a crib,. 
. or divifion of the ftable ; in the boiOFk of GhmnkteS, % U a 
. iynecdoche, i^nd %nifies a ftaUd containifig ten^^ft^fions, or 
<rlbs for len.borfes : that is, there «9ere foor tho«v&Ad ifwiUa 
s m^orf^ fiu^fo^ thoufaad mUmA ttmfkkbam* And this dif- 
ference o£ Signification is pointed, out by the very wdrds in' ^e 
. 4?r4ginaU ^ ^^^ ^ &^ i^ P<k>Fs S^napfis Critie^twmf' 

9fi. that ^ i^m^ay* Soiomoa. w^as the firft who intr^do^sd the 

.ufe «f chapjotsoiind horfes in Iftaei, at leaft to anyidegree of 

magnificeo^e, f 02; it is certain tlmt the multiplyttig cf charioCs 

a^d horfes, was exprefsly forbidden by the Mofi»e hr#. •^'1%^ 



'.-jv- 
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David amafled fuch treafures in fo fmall a councrf 

AS Palcftine (U). 

. Solomon* 



ilieienjb forxQiit oS Egypt, not ooly for hh dWn uie> !)ut fb^ 
that of ftvei^ oelghbduring kings» whom he obliged to pay 
him fix fa&ndied fliekels for every chari^ and ^Mir horfes> and 
one himdred and fifty for «very fmgle horft< He had likewise 
AhnndmCG.of yarn, linen, and other commodities^ biought 
to hi«n out of Egypt, which he fold to hb fiibjefts iihd mer* 
cban^ at^ certain price ( i Kings x«) $ all thb prod«iced an im- 
aienfe revenue. He. did not keep all his hodes and chariots 
at Jerufalem* but dilpofedthem in feveral c^ his ftrong cities^ 
referiring only a convenient number about his perlbn, eithef 
for guards or grandeur (ibid.) but not quite fo many as four 
hundred and twelve thoufand, as our facetious author pretends^ 
to efcort his concubines in taking the ^fh 8^ along the lak^ 
of Gene0ireth> or that of Sodom. 

• ' In order to fupply his vafk expences, SolomM built a n^ry 
at Edpn-geber, a fea-pert near Eloth, in the 'lan<^ of Edoiti 
upon the Red Sea» and put it under the care of Ibme Syrian 
mariners, to Whom many of his own peoj^ wae joined* The. 
fleet failed to Ophir, ahd in about three years brought him 
back an immenfe weight Of eold and fiU^r, befides feveral • 
kinds of precious flones, ^ices, ebony, and other curious 
woods, ivory, peacocks, monkeys, and other rarities (r 
Kings k.) The gold itielf amounted to foor hundred and 
fifty talents yearly, befides the profit he made Of all the othef 
C9minodittes« Ophir not only afforded the greateft quantity 
of g0ld|t but exceeded all other gold in finenefs and value (r 
K}ii|;$ X*) Various 9ie the opinions of the learned in regard 
to the (itiiatioo of 0{diir ; but «he mdft probable conjeaure* ' 
places it m ^nne of ihdfeL remote rich cbuAtrles.df tndia be- 
yond the Ganges, and perhaps as far as China or Japan. The 
latter itill abound with the fined gold^ and iK^th feveral 
other commodities imported by Sokfmon'is fleet i and by its 
diflance beft anfwers to the length of the voyiEige. Thus by 
encourag^ftg navigation aAd commerc^y S<^mon became the 
Ticheft prince of his timci alid his kingdom &e fnofi: dourifh^ 
iog In Ae world. 

(U) See Genttcman't Magazma for Nbvemlbev or De^ 
caUbber, 17^4' ^ a 
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Solomon, according to ihc-firft book of Chm*' 
^jcks^-had fqrty thoufand ftabks for his chariot-e 
Borfes. Each ftable containing ten horfes, tnzk^^ 
four hundred thoufand, which, with his twelve 
thoufand faddle horfes, amount to foujr hupdrecf, 
arid twelve thoufand good war horfes ; a greac, 
many for a Jewilh melk who never was engaged in 
a ^ar. Ntvei* was.tht like magnifkence feen in a 
country breeding only affes, and at prefent without, 
any other beaft for the faddle. But probably time> 
are altered j inile^d fo wife a prince having a thou-^ 
'fahd concubinesy might very well have four hun- 
dred and twelvjs thoufand horfes, werp it only to- 
give his feraglio an airing along Genefereth lake, 
or that of Sodoni, or toward Cedron brook, one of 
the moft delicious fpots pn earth, except that this- 
brook is dry nine months of the year, and the 
ground a little ftoney. 

- But is this fame wife Solomon redly author of the 
works fathered on him ? is it likely, for tnftance,^ 
that the Jcwifh eclogue called the Song of Songs^ 
is of his writing ? . 

'A monarch who had a thoufand miftrelTes, may 
have faid to ohe of thefe charmers, Kifs me with* 
the'kiffes of thy mouth, for thy breads are better 
than .wine. A king and a flicphcrd amidft fuch^ 
ambrous indearments may very naturally talk 
alike: but it is fomethihg odd, that it is the girt 
who is made to talk thus wantonly about kiffes and 
heY fweetheart*^s breads. 

1 like wife will not deny but a courtly prince roay 
make his miftrefs fay. My hufband is like a cluf- 
ter of myrrh, fee (hall lye all night betwixt tnj 
breaft'y. A clufter of myrrh is to me fomething, 
oWcdte ; but I very well underfland the charmer's 
meaning, when Ihe bids her beloved lay his left 
hand over her neck, and embrace her with his right. 

There *rc*fome cxpreflions. in which the au- 
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thdP^ eiudciatioii is wantedvos wh^Oi.He.fays, Your..* 
iiavd'ls Tike a goblet in which thcr^ isi ajwijfjs^v 
Jomethrng to drink ; your belly is life^e ft bufhel qf ♦ 
wheat; your breafts are like t>yp young tc^sj your 
nbfe is as the tower of Lebanpn. ..;... t ..:.,; 
This I own is not the ftih of yirgiJi*sEclog.U^S.;i 
but all have not a likje ftile, and'a Jew is iiot oblige^' 
to write like Virgil. ^ ^ .a - . '^^w ^ - > 

. I'luppofe it may likev/i{e bq gpotI}er'^a|Jtif«l 
ftrain of i?aftern, eloquence to -fay, , Qur^tfiftfJtl iSi 
yet little; flie has. no breaftsy^wh.ajth^ll;w^'do&r; 
qur fifter f If rfie.be a wall, jpc us t^qU4;:f5!^-hi?it &. 
if a door!,'' let us fhpt her.. ^:,>^ ;■'.,,, ^^uiu t.-»i --" 

'We will. alJow that fuch word^i nt>iigh^ ^>flt^^?;'^f^ 
caped Solomorf, though the wifeft of rrveBV? i^?a; 
inerry.thcod.. This^corxipofijiiOf^ is: faid W>.;^a.an 
cpkjialamiun> op his marriage sWJtt^j^^jP^^r^Kft 
daughter : but isTt natural th%^.]?^3rgqb*S»f*R-it«V^. 
law (hould leave his beIx)V^d,.ipt.Jil>?> Wfe^ jQi^- 
and faunter in his walnut>yardj:and-?h^t/|l>e£Q^e^a* 
mould run after him bare- fopted i-, JilXatf.ib^ J^ivy* 
watch Ihould beat her, and ta;ke hergqwp fipm her,?; 
Could a king's daughter have faid,^ l-anv I>f©wivv 
yet^am I beautiful like Solomon's furfS^CW), ,S>\ic)^ 
,e»preffions might be overlook€;d .in a ho^e-fpun 
Iwain ; though, after, all there can be little affinity 
between furrs and a girl's beauty. Well,, but So,-^ 
lomon's furrs might be exceedingly adnaired ia 
their time 5 and for a low-lived Jew in a |ay to his 
fyveetheart, to tell her in his Jewifti gibberifh, that 
never any Jewifli king had fuch fine furred gown» 
as her dear felf, was not at all out ofc}iara(3:er-,^l?uJC 
Solomon muft have been ftrangely infatuated with 



' (W) The Geneva and Dutch tranflations fay, Cujitain's ; 
Beza has it, Similis fum inhabitantibus' aulacft ScljelpmQnifi. 
The author fefems difingenuous in moft of his quotatiorils. "* 

U '3 • \^ hill 
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his furrs to compare them to his miftrefe,. Wt«« t: 
king in our fimcs tp write fuch an epithaiamiuaR 
on his marriage with a neighbouring monarch's 
daughter, he would forfeit all title to the laorek ' 

Several Rabbis have advanced that tbU hifcik^us 
eclogue no( only is not Solomon's, but is not fo 
much as authentic. Theodore de Mopfuefte was 
of the lame opinion % and the celebrated Grotius 
calls the Song of Songs i libidinous vfotk^fiagi" 
ihfus \ yet is it received as canonical, and rc^:^ed 
to be throughout an aikgaryof Chr)ft*A;^ bis 
church's efpoufalst The allegory muft. be onyned 
a little forced i and what the church could oieaa 
by its littJev^cur having no bubbles, and t^at^if a 
wall, (be pi)|ft be builc 9a, is impenetrably ob^ 
feure(X>. , . 

Ecclefiaft^^ is of a more ferious turn> but no 
more Solcimoipfs than the Spng of Songis^ The 
author is conasponly (bought to be Jefus the ibiivC^. 
Sirachi whUfl: others attribute U to Philo ^f Biblps 1 
but whoevv be was, the Peataoeuch fe^ms not to 
have been known in his tjme, elfe he would not 
have faid thj^t, at the time of tbfi 4cjugc Abraham 
was going to^icrifice'Ifaac, or have fpolj^eitof Jo^ 
fcph the patriarch as a king of Egypt. , ; ; 

The Proverbs have >een attributed to Ifaiah, 
Elziab, Spljna, Eliakim, Jppke, anj^ many m^^^ 5 
but to whom foe ver we owe thisi coUeftiplin^f: ?af- 
tern ifentencesi we may be fore it docs npt, come 
from a royal hand, Wwid a king hayp fgid. 
The wrath of a king i5i as the roaring, pf a lipn ? 
Tbi^ is the. language of a futge6k or fl»ve, who 
trembles at a frown from his fliafter. Would So- 



V(X) ThcRatbi5 i think compare thp book of J'royer^s to 
the outward court of the temple, Ecdefiaftcs to the ittward 
court, and tfie Song of Songs to the fimftuaiy. '' 

lomon 
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tefftOn liave halrped To muchon a whoH^ woman? 
woUld^'hiMiitveTfafci, Look not on wine wheri it 
api^eirif -bright in the glafs, and iu ^dltfef (hfrtcs ? , 

i vtfy moch queftion whether drinlcing-glaffesr 
were' Ynade in Solomon's time ; the' ^hf cntidn is 
but* modern: the anrient$^rahk om^of-^odeii^o^ 
ftietal^tups; and this fingle paflage^ feetriys' that 
book- to fee the work of fome'Ak*indfin^'Je>^,* 
andWitCeri tong ftrtt^ Alexander; S-'-'- ^^ -. ' '' 

Wfe^^rio^ come to^Ecclcriaftes, 'S«*ith'GrbtaiS 
AflSrhlsrtd 'have- beett written iti tht^'-ofrte^^f Zirbi 
b*fecl? ^drWsUdthtot-^s^^freffedom is kti^syH t&tVtrf 
htay ;'h* Pays; «' That tli«n ^rp if\ ftSflfihg^- Bfct^ 
** teff^hart beaftis; rhatit b b^tter^Wvi^'^fo^'Havc 
** b6iiri^bom than tofixift- thattl^rels'tfb ©thet 
•* life i that the only good is to eat and dririk^ ahd 
^* be merry with the wo/ftaii ortelb^l*!!'^' ;' '- - 
- Solofl«)h pei^hajjB might 4ia\%'tarfe*a^ft^fl?is marf*^ 
ftc*^ toTome of his #bfeeti;^8ilfd fowe?»t^ 
iayingi as objeftibWs^Hkli'he mtfJ^e9y'»'himfelfi 
but:>; befid^s theJifeeHihifilN of WKieB fft?j^T*rongrf 
ft^oiif, they havfe iibtfiin'g of tht'^fi^eWrahee t>T 
^fejeftions ; ' and tb trtSke a<i Author iftean the cdn^ 
trary^ofwhat he fty*, isf-ah'irifult'oii the*%bfld. 

Howcvfer, fevei^af^ftfhe fecheft teirCis, that So- 
Jbttim !¥pemedi» arrd ?mpbfed on himfclf a fevcre 
pi)^j^ctt' now this 'fhduld fllence all animadver- 
fidhs^^nUfe eonthia!; ' 

' * Blit though thefe books were written by a Jew, 
-^hatlS^tliat tous? TheChriftian religion is in- 
deed fotifnded oil Jiidaifm, but not on all the 
Jewish books, ^ Why fbould th* Sbiig of Songs be 
held more f^cr^ attiorig us 'than ih* ffibles of the 
Talmud ?. The aiifwer is, bccaufe ftc.bayc; inclgdcd 
it in the Hebrew canon. And what is this fame 
4:a,rtbntlt is a colle£ll6n of authchtic w^^ 
and rtiiift a work of coprie be divine^ for being au- 
- V- i U 4 ^ thcmicf 
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thcntic? For inftance, a hiftory of tbf.kiitgl.ipf, 
Juda and of Sichcm, what is it but a hiftory ?^ . A> 
ftraagc prepofleffion, indeed ! We defpifc? and ab*' 
hor the Jews-, and yet we inGft, that all fqch o€ 
their writings which we have coUcdcd, bear the* 
facred ftamp of divinity. Never was fuch a con^ 
tradidion heard of ! 

SENSATION, 

OYfters, wc are told, have two fenfes, mojej 
four, and other animals, like nncn, have five. 
Some are for admitting a fixth, but it, is evident^ 
that the voluptuous fenfaiion, which is whatthey 
mean, comes within the touch ; and that fivefeitfes 
make up our whole portion. We cannot' cpneeivo 
6t defire any. thing beyond. 

The inhabitants of other globes may have fenfps 
which we^know nothing of: the nun:il?er of the 
ienfes may gradually increafe from globe to globe i 
llnd the being endued with innumerable fenfes and 
9II perfedt, may be the apex or period of all beings/ 

' But we with our five organs, what power h^v^ 
we over them ? It is always involuntarily that wo 
feel, and never from our own inclination j in' the 
prefence of the objed it is impoffible not to havff 
the fenfation appointed by our nature. The fen- 
iation, though in us, does not at all depend on us^ 
we receive it, and in what manner? Is there any 
affinity between the vibrations of the air, the words 
of a fong, and the imprefiion which thefe worda 
make on my brain ? 

^ Thought feems to us foroething ftrange ; but 
ftnfation is no lefs wonderful : a divine power 
equally (hews itfelf in the fenfation of the meaneft 
initdj as in a Newton's brain. Yet at feeing 
thtiof^nds of fittie animals deftroyed^ you are noc 
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irt'tbeileaft concerned what becomes of their fen- 
fitiv6 faciiky, though this faculty be the work of 
the Bakig of ^beings. You look on them as 
machines in nature, born to perifh and make roorti 
for others. 

Wherefore and how ftiould their fenfations fub* 
fift, when they no longer exift ? What need ii 
there for the author of every thiqg that has bein^, 
(o prefcrve properties .of which the futqeft is ex- 
tinft ? It may as well be faid, that the power of 
the Senfui^e Plant, to<lrawin its leaves tow^tdf 
its twigs, fubfifts when the plant is withered. Here 
.undoubtedly it will be aflccd, how it is that the fcn- 
. fation of animals perifhing with them, mall's. fa* 
culty furvives him ? That is a queftion beyond the 
verge of my knowledge ; aU I tan faytO' it is, the 
eternal Author both of fenfatien and thonght^ alone 
knows how he imparts.it, and how he prcferves it. 

It was the current opinion of .all antiquity, fhai: 
nothing is in our underftanding, wfaich:was not be^ 
fore in our fenfes. Defcarces, in hjs Philofophical 
Romances, advanced that we had metapbyfical ideas 
before we fo much as knew our nurfe's breafts.' A 
college of divines condemned this dogma, not be- . 
eaufe it was an error, but a novelty : afterwards it 
adopted this* very error, becaufe it had beent)ver-- 
thrqwn by Locktr, an Englifh philo/opher j and am 
EngUihman, to be fure, muft be in the wrong. Afteir 
ioch (hifts of opinion, it has again profcribed that 
antient truth, that the fenfes are the inlets to th« 
underftanding. It feems to have adted.like govern-* 
ments loaded with debts, fometimes giving a cur- 
rency to certain notes, and afterwards foppreffing 
them. But this college's notes have quite loft 
their currency for fome time paft. 

In fpight of all the colleges of the world, philo- 
fophcrs will ftill fee that our firft- knowledge we 

receive 
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receive from our fenfations ^ and that ou)^ iit«iWlA^ 
is no more than a continued fenfation : a man born 
without any of his five fenfcs wouldr"caald he 
live, be totally void of any ideas, Ic is wifog lor^ 
the fenfes that we even have our metaphyli^al iu>^ 
tioDs: for how fiiould a circle or a rriflft)g)e' <to 
meafured, without having fcen or felt a triangle ? 
How can we form an idea, imperfeft as it is, of 
mfiViiude, but by enlarging boundaries ? ^pd bow 
can >re. throw down boundaries, without. ba,ving 
ie^n.orielt them? .^ 

An eoiiomt philolbpher (Traitc des Scfrfetrqris, 
torn. iL p^izS) fays, Senfation includes all out 
focultics. '[" 

Whatmtifl: be inferred from all this ? That I 
leave to refleAiyc readers (X). 

"; . . ■. ^,! "s: o u- L (y;, 

IT would be a fine thing to fee one's foul. Know 
thyfelF, is an excellent precept, which God alooe? 
can pradiie.' Who but he can know his effcncc I 
We call foul, that which/aoimates } ^nd focon* 
traded is our underftandiAg* that we k^ioifr little 

• . ^- '-^ -'■ ' ■ -'more 

(X) Mr. Voltaire does not till us wliat inf^rence^ )y^ JjrQ,to 
draw from the foregoinjg dodlrme of fenfations; biiit vip xpjm 
confefs, the whole article coiuains the fubftance of tj>i^ua^ 
tian arguments agalnft the im materiality of hum^n JDuls^ 
which is this ; that, fmce the five fenfes are the Qjiljr^m^ans 
we have of perception, and thefe depend upon the cqipqreal 
organs, the foul without the body h incapable of peziception, 
and therefore? is nothing. In anfwer to which we inuft ob- 
ferve, firft, that though the fcnfts or perceptions depend on 
ihe corporeal organs, as to their preftnt exerdfe, y^et in ^tneir 
nature they are re a] ly diftin(5\ powers, 'and cannot ^ijikfrots^ 
^liy of the known properties or qualities of matter, :«s.thci 

learned 
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moiie^f Hi Tbree'fourths of our fpecies do noe 

' go ' 

le9Lni[6dC^. Clarke hath fully demonftrated. Secoo<My, our 
^ita JfeoftsL cannot be fkad to be the only polllble ways, of per- 
ception, \i^ an abfoUite necefiity in the natdte of the thing t 
ihefe are pufj^ly arbitrary ; and the iame pciw)a7 that gave vm 
thefe, majr have given others to other beings \ if <^ey be^pwTM; 
ly arbitrary, the want of them does not imply » total want of 
perceptipn ; but the fame feul which in the pre&nt ftate ^as 
the powers of refleftion, reafon, and judgment, which are 
faculties intirely different from fenfe, may as^ daftly in an- 
other Aat« have different ways of perception-: 'T^ flty that -the 
ienies a^e necef&rily the only ways of pereeptioA^ is a meM 
prejudice arifing from cuftom ; for fuppofing men (lad nerfii 
known the ufe of fight, would not they ba(ve,t)\6;fa^ r^^on 
to. conclude, there V^ere but four poffible ways, of perception, 
and that fight is an impolHble, imaginary power, as they now 
prefume the faculties of immaterial beings to be fb? Men firom 
their own mere negative ignorance, ihouliS never difpute a- 
gainfl the pofTibility of things. See Dr. Clarke on the Being 
and Attributes of God* , . r \a f :o . ^' 

(Y) This article abounds with mets^^cal ^qcftioHs 
cpnceming the immortality ai the fouL wl^ich our au« 
thor fays can be only made known to us by feith, WjC ap- 
prehend he is much hnftaken, and ihair therefore give the 
reader the probfi^ of the smn^rtaHty of the feul, or of a fii-> 
ture ftate of rewards and punifhments. This we have at-^ 
tempted the rather* .as throughout his whole work he ieemt 
inclined to difcredit this dodrine, the bafis of all natu- 
ral a3 well as of revealed reKgion. With regard to the no* 
tions <jf Ibhoolmen, mentioned by M. Vbltaire, they are a 
matter of no confequende, as they do not affedt the doflrine 
itfelf» but arc only defigned to amufe an idle curiofity. 

L In this prefent world the natural order of things is fb 
perverted^ that vice often flouriihes in great profperity, and 
Tirtue falls under the heaviefl calamities ; whence we con- 
clude, there muf): be a future ftate of rewards and punifhments. 
For if there be a God, he is infinitely jufl and good; and jt 
ipufl noeds be his will, that all rational creatures fhall imitate 
Ills moral peifeilions; he cannot therefore but be pleaied 
1(^ith fucb a^ obey his wHU' and difpleafed with thofo whodifl 

ohcf 
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go that length, and little concern themfelves about 

the 



obey it ; thence it follows, that in vindication of the honour 
of his government, he muft fignify* his approbation or dif- 
pieafure fome time or other, by making finally a fnitable dif- 
ference between thofe who obey him, and thofe who aft other- 
wife; confequently there muft be a.ftate of rewards andpti- 
nilhments after this life, wherein all the prefent difficulties of 
providence ftiall be cleared up by an exaft adminiftratipn of 
juftice. To fay, that virtue is liifficient to its own happinels, 
is talking idly with the Stoics ; fince in the prefent ftate of 
things, virtue is not itfclf the chief good, but only the means 
to obtain it; and he who dies for the feke of virtue, is not really 
more happy,, abftrafted from a regard to futurity, than be 
who dies for any fond opinion or huinour. 

II. Confidering the nature and operations of the Ibu!" 
itfelf, none of the known qualities of matter can in any 
poifible variationi divifion, or compbfition, produce fenfe and 
thought. The powers of the foul are the mcft remote frpiti 
the known properties of matter. It is abfurd to fiippofe the 
foul made up of innumerable confcioUfnefles, as matter of in- 
numerable parts ; therefore the feat of thought muft be a ' 
fimple fubflance, fuch as cannot be divided into pieces lik(i 
matter ;' confequently, the foul is not liable to be diffolved a- 
lotog with the body; therefore it will naturally be immortal.' ' 

III. A third argument in favour of a future ftate, is 
drawn from roen^s natural defire of immortality. For it is 
not at all probable, that God fhould have given n\en appe- 
tites, which were never to be fatisfied ; deilres, that bad no 
objeds tq anfwer them; and unavoidable- apprehenfions of 
what was never to happen. 

IV. A fourth argument is drawn from men's confciencc, 
or judgment of their own condud. Virtuous aftions ate at- 
tended with felf-applaufe and expe£lation of rewards ; crimes, 
on the other h^ncC are followed by remorfe, and dread of pu- 
nifhment. Hence it is not therefore at all likely, thaf the 
Deity fhould have fo frartied the mind of^ man, as neceflarily 
to pafs upon itfclf a judgment, which' Khali n^ver be.vferified ; 
and fland perpetually convi^ed by a fehtence, which ihall 
never be confirmed, 

• V. A 
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the thinking being ; the other fourth is fceking^ 
but ncrfx)dy has found, »nor ever will find/ 

Thou poor pedant feed a vegetating plant, and 
thou fayeft Vegetation, or even Vegetativfe foul. 
1 hou obferveft bodies have and give motion, and 
this with thee is ftrength. .Thy hound's aptnefs 
in learning to hunt under thy inftruftion, thou 
called inflinft, fenfitive fout ; and as thou haft com- 
bined idcasi, t^iou termeft fpirit. 

But pray what do you mean by thefe words, 
Thts flower vegetates ? But. is there a real being 
named- Vegetation ? One body impels another, 
but is there in it a diftind being called Strength ? 
This hound brings thee a partridge ; but is there a 
being called Inftinft ? Wouldft thou not laugh 
at a philofopher, had he even been Alexander's 
preceptor, who fhould tell thee : All animals live ^ 
therefore there is in them a b^ing, a fubftantial 
form, which is life ? 

Could a tulip fpcak, and Ihourld rt fay to thee, ' 
We arc evidently two beings united, wouldft thoir 
»0t con tern ptuoufly turn thy back on the tulip ? 
• JLct MS Brft fee what thou knoweft, and of vyhat 



Y. A fifth and laft argument is drawn from manV being: 
by nature ^an accountable creature, and capable of being 
judged. Every moral adlion a perlbn performs* proceeds 
either -from feme good; or bad motive ; is either conformable 
or contrary to right reafon, and worthy of praife, or diipraife^ 
Therefore it is highly reafonable to fuppofe, that fince all the: 
moral difference of our anions confiils in the right ufe or 
abufeof thofe faculties, which we have received from a fuperior 
being, there will at feme time or otlier be an inquiry made 
kito the grounds of our feveral aftipns^ whether they. have beea 
agreeable or dilagreeable to the rule that was, given us, and 
a.fuit^ble judgment be paflcd upon them. See further con^ 
cerning this fubjeft, Dr. Clarke on the Being. and Attributes 
of God^ and Woplafton's Religion of Nature delineated. 

thou 
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thou art certain : that ihou walkcft witbJthy fgct } 
that thou digcfteft by thy ftomachi'tW^^ 
feelefl: all oVer thy body > and that tboo; ^^iiik^ 
by thy head* Let us fee if thy rc^fon alqn^iiQDuld 
giire thee fo much inHght, as to concludej .wuhput 
any fupernatural help, that thou haft a foul t:, / 

The firft philofophera, both Chaldeans/and 
Egyptians, faid : There muft be fon^ething In us thai 
produces our thoughts. This fomething^muft be 
very fubtile; it is a breathy it is fire i it is aether; 
It is a quintefience ; it is a light forqi ^ it is an 
entetechifl; U is a number ; it is a harmony, . Ac- 
cording to' the divine Plato, it is a compound of 
the fame and of the other, and Epicurus. frQm^ De« 
moeritUs has, faid, that it is thinking atomsuin us: 
but^ frititod, bow does an atom think ? Qyffi your 
ignorance* Kcfc. 

The ojpiAibn Which, unqueftionably we ||i6uW 
embrace, ii that the foul is an immaterial bftf)g; 
but as certainly you do not conceiVe what this im« 
material being is. No, anfwer the learned*, but we 
know that its nature is to think. And how cqme 
you to know that ? We know it, becaufe it does 
think. Odoftors! Ofchoolmen! 1am very much 
afraid that you are as ignorant as Epicurus* The 
nature of a ftone is to fall, becaufe it falls |t>ut I 
a& you what makes it fail ? 

We know, Continue they, tha? a ftone ha^ no fpuh 
Granted, I believe it as well as you. Welcpbw that 
i negative and an affirmative are not divijlible,. are 
not parts of matter : I am of your opinion. But mat- 
tefi ocherwife unknown to us, has qualities that are 
not divifible, as gravitation towards a center given 
it by God. Now this gravitation has no pattSf is 
liot divifAIe. The motory force of bodies (s i>ot 
a being compbfed of parts; neither caii.it be 
faid t!iat the vegetation 0f tA\ organized bodies, 

thein 
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thdr liRjtheirXnft^^^ lire, diftinft, or divifiblc fcrc- 
^ ^r?^s J ' 5^^ hd* more cut in two the vegetation 

'Idf^LxW. thVii^cofa'Wfe, theinftiqft.ofadog, 
^i^lftft^^ fenfation, a acgation. Or 

in^^/ffij(tiOri. Thus your fine argupfiewi taken 






'ftdilrfiyit-iridiviribility of thought, proves nothiiig 

^at aiii.;^^:^/\. ; -:■ V \'^:.; ; .^^ 

* :Wliat tticri do ypue'call your foul i whiit Idea 
^hky^' you 6f it ? Al^ ypu can of ybyrJf4f,..witiK>u« 

a reveration, allow to be in yourfclfi Js,akj>Qwer un^ 
known to you of feilih^aodthinkl^git. ^ 

JSJdw; honeftly ttll me, is this, power of feeling 
and thirikirig, the fame'as tha^ by wlwclvyou digeft 
and walk ? You cell me it i$ not: for J<t \i;c)uld be 
in vain for your underftanding to f^yto your 
ftomach, . digeft •, it. will do no fuch thing if it. be 
but of order-, and to as little e'ffefl; woul4 your 
immaterial being command ybur feet to walk ; 
they will not budge, if the gout be in them. 

The Greeks were well aware that thought often 
had no concern with the play of our organs $ inr 
ftead of thofe organs, they tubftituted a fenficiviS ' 
foul, and for the thoughts, a more fine and miore 
fubtile foul, a nous. 

, But let us come to this foul of thought, which Oil 
a thoufand occafions has the fuperintendency ove^ 
the fenfitive foul. The thinking foul orders its barids 
to take, and they take -, but it never tells its heart 
to beat, its blood to flow, or its chyle to form itfelf; 
all this. 18 done without it. Thus are two fouls full ol 

• bufincfs, and very little miftreflfes in their own home. 

Now certainly that firft fenfitive foul does pot 
cxift; it is nothing but the motion of y^i^r org^o9« 
Obfetye this, O man I that thy wc^kjjeafon afford $' 
thee tio more proof tliat the other foul. exiftis.; It: 
is'ortly by faith that thou canft know/jt. Thou, 
art bbriii thou liveft} thou a&e^jthpK thinkeft; 
•/'•• -^ ' ^ ' •. ' "■ ^'' ^' ■ ' ' . thou 
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hou fleepeft and wakeft without knowing how* 
God has given thee the faculty of thinking, as hef 
has given thee all thy other appurtenances; and had 
he not come at the time appointed by his provi- 
dence to inform thee, that thou hafl: an immaterial 
and immortal foul, thou wouldfl have beerKwith- 
out any, proof of it. 

* Let us now take a view of the fine fyftems which 
.philofophy has flruck out concerning the fouls. 

One fays that the foul of man is part of the fub- 
ftanccofGod himfelf; another, that it is part of 
the great all; a third, that it has been created from 
all eternity; a fourth, that it is made and not 
created : others affirm, that God makes them as 
they are wanted ; and that they come at the in- 
ftant of copulation : one cries they ace lodged in 
the feminai animalcules : not at all, fays another, 
they take up their rcfidence in the Falopian tubes- 
One coming in at the hear of the difpute, bawls-. 
You are all out, the foul -days fix weeks till the 
foetus be formed, and ihen polTcflcs itfelf of the 
pirieal gland ; but if germ prove addle, it goes 
away to whfence it came, till a better opportu- 
nity. The laft opinion makes its- abode to be ia 
the caltous body. This is the fituation afligned to 
it by La Peirpnjie. Indeed none under the king of 
France's firft furgeon could provide fuch an apart- 
ment for the foul. However, the furgeon has go! 
into, better vogue than his callous body. 

St. Thomas, in his 75th queftion, &c. fays, that 
the foul is a form Suhfijlens per fe ; that it is alt 
in all; that it's eflTencc differs from it*s power; that 
there are thl-efe vegetative fouls, the nutritive, the 
augmentative, and the generative; that the memory 
of fpiritual things is fpiritual, and the memory of. 
corporeal things is corporeal ; that the rational 
foul is an immaterial forni as to the operations y 

' , and 
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and ifiiterial in effence. St. Thomas has written 
two thoufand pages all of this force and perfpi* 
cuity. No wonder that fchools ftile him the ange^ 
iicdodorL 

As many fyftems have been invented on the 1 
tnanner of this fours perceptions, when it (hall 
have quitted this body by which it.pcrceiyed> how. 
}t will 'hear without ears, fmell without a nofe^ and 
feel without hands; what body it will afterwards 
i-e-aflume, whether that which {t hjid at the age of 
two years, or of fourfcore? how the Mc^ the iden-* 
tity of the fame perfon^ will fubfift ? how the foul 
of a man^* who was feized with ideotifm at the age 
of fifteen, and died in that ftate atfeyenty, will 
recover the train. of ideas which it had at its age' 
of puberty ? by what dexterity, a foul, one of 
whofe legs was cut off in Europe, and which loft 
an arm in America, will find thi^ leg and afmi 
again, after their feV'eral mutations into efculeric 
herbs, and the blood of fome other animal ? There 
' "Would be no end of enumerating all the extrava- 
gancies which this poor human foul has broached! 
concerting it's klf. 

'We live upon this earth in the fame manner as 
the man with the iron mafk fpent his days in pri- 
fon, without knowing his original, of the reafon 
of his being confined, which excited a general cu- 
l^toficy. 

If any man has difcovered a ray of light in this 
region of darknefs, perhaps it is Mallebranche^ . 
ftotwithftanding the general prejudices againft his 
fyftem. It docs not differ greatly from that of the v 
Stoics ; and who knows but thefc two opinions^ 
properly rectified j come nearelt the truth ? There 
is, I think, fomething very fublime in that ancient^ 
notion : " We cxift in God ; our thought, our 
•• fentfmcnts, are derived from the Supreme Being/"^ 

X . AmQ& 
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A moft remarkable circumftance is, that ia tW 
laws of God's people, not a word is faid of the 
four* fpirituality and immortality, nothing in the 
Decalogue, nothing in Leviticus, nor in Deutero- 
nomy. 

Jt is very certain^ it is manifcft, that Mofes no 
where propofes to the Jews rewards and punilh»- 
ments in another ftate-; that he never mentions ta 
them the immortality of their fouls; that he never 
encourages them with the hopes of heaven, nor 
does he threaten ihem with hell; hi^ pFomifes and 
menaces ar^ all temporal, . 

Before his death, he tells them in Deuteronomy : 

** If, after having children and grand children^ 
«* you dcalfalfely, you (hall be cut off from the 
•* land, and be made litde among the? nations. . 

'*« I am a jealous God, punilhing the iqiquity 
** of the fathers to.the third and fourth ge.neiratton^- , 

^* Honour thy father and mother, th^t tjh)ulife 
** rtiay be long* . . .^ t 

" You fhall never want food, . ^ 

^ If you follow aft?r ftrangc gods, you Ih^U be 
•* deftroyed-^— 

•* If you obey tjie Lord, you ftiall have rain io 
*' fpriog and auiumn ; corn, oil,- wine, and fodder 
** for your beafts, that you may eat and be fatisfied. 

" Put thefe words into your hearts, about your 
" hands, between your eyes; write them on your 
*f doors, that your days may be multiplied. , 

" Do as I order you, without adding or^taking 
** away any thing. 
\ •* if a prophet arifc among you, fpr^eUing 
** Arrange things, and his prophecy is true, and 
*^ what he fays comes to pafs ^ (hould he fay to 
** you. Come, let us follow ftrange gods,, ye (hall 
^ immediately kill him y and all the people ivfiux^ 
*♦ bim after you^ 

^l When 
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** When the Lord fliall have delivered vthe na- 
^* tion^ tnto your hands, put'thenfi all to the fword, 
** without fparing one fingle man 5 thou ftialt not 
** pity any one. 

** Eat no- unclean birds, as the; cagle^ and the 
** offlfrage, ,and the ofpray, &c. 

" Eat no creatures which chew the cud and arc 
*** riot dovcn footed, as the camel, the hare, and 
** the cony. 

'V Whilft you obferve alh thofe ordinances you 
" (hall be blefled in your hogfes and in your 
*' fields; the fruits of your body, of your landj 
^* of your cattle (hall be blefled. 

" If you fail to obferve all ihefe ordinances and 
** ceremonies, curfed fhaH ye be in your houftat 
** and in your fields.— ^^-^ 

. *^ Famine and poverty Ihall come on you ; you 
** Ihall die, diftrelTed by cold, want, and ficfc- 
** nefs; you (hall have the itch, the Icabj you (hall 
«* have ulcers in your knees, and in your legs. 

"• The ftrangers Ihall lend to you on ufury-— Jf 
** becaufe ye have not fervcfd the Lord. 

And ye (hall eat the fruit of your bodies, and 
•* the flefh of your Tons and of your daughters.'* 

Do not all thefe promifcs and thrcatnings relate 
imirely to things of time and this world ? is there 
t Angle word in them concerning the foul's ina-- 
mortality, and a Future life*.^ * 

Several celebrated commentators haVe thought, 
that thofe two capital doflfines were very well 
known to Mofes, and in proof of it produce Ja- 
cob's words, who apprehending that his fon had 
been devoured by wild beads, fays in his grief, I 
fliall go down with my fqn to the grave, in .infer^ 
mm^ into hcH ; that is to fay, as my Ion is dead, 
let me die, \L 

Tliey farther prove it by papages from Ifaiak 

X 2 . ancl^ 
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and Ezekiel ; bat the Hebrews, to whom Mofeif 
was fpeaking, knew nothing of thofetwo prophefey 
as not living till fome ages after. 

To difpute about Mofes^s private fcntiments i^ 
walling words to no purpofe. The certain faft is/ 
that in his public laws he had never fo much as 
once made mention of a life to come, limiting all 
punifhm^ents and all rewards to the prefent ftate. 
if he Was acquainted with a future life, why did 
he not exprefly fet forth fuch all important tenet ?* 
and if he was a ftrangef to it, what was the fcope 
of his miflion ? 

pThis is a queftion advanced by feveral gttit 
men : and in anfwcr to it they fay, that Mofes*s 
Lord, who is the lord of all m^n, referved to him- 
felf the prerogative of explaining to the Jews m 
his own time, a doftrine which they were not in a 
condition to underftand, when in the wildernefs. 

Had Mofes taught the doftrine of the immor- 
talitv of the foul, a great fchool among the Jews 
would not always have 6ppofed it. Nay, that grcas 
fchool, the Sadducees, would not have been allowed 
of in the ftate, much Icfs would they have held 
the chief employments ; and ftill much lef* 
would high-priefts have been taken from fuch a 
body. 

It appears that the Jews were not divided ini^ 
three Yefts, the Pharifcis, the Sadducees, and the 
Eflencs, till after the foundation of Alexandria. 
Jofephus the hiftorian, who was a Pharifee, fays » 
book XIIL of his antiquities, that the Phartfees bc«- 
lieved the metempfichofi^^ The Sadducees held that 
the foul perifhed with the body. The opinion of 
the Effenes was, thatfduls were immortal and came 
down into bodiei from the upper regions of the air 
' in an aerial form ^ that their return thither is by 
a rapid attradtion ; -and, after death, thofe which 
4 ^ belong- 
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belonged to good perfons liavc manfions affigncd 
them, beyond the ocean, in a country where; there 
is neither heat nor cqld,^ wind nor rain, whllft the 
fouls of the wicked go to a quite contrary climate ; 
fuch was the theology of the Jews.. 

He who alone was to fct mankind rFght came > 
and overthrew thefe three fedls ;' but without him . 
we never (hould have been able to know any thing 
of the foul: for philofophers never had any deter^^ 
minate idea of it 5 and Mofes, the only true legi- 
ilator of the wotld before our divine. tea<;her j 
Mofes, who fpoke to God face to face, and who 
faw only his hinder parts, hasJeft mankind in their 
natural ignorance of this momentous article :.fo 
that it is but feyenteen hundred years fince there 
has been any certainty of the exiftcnce and im- 
mortality, of the foul. 

Cicero had only furmifes; fiis grand-fon and 
grand-daughter might hiave learned farther fromi 
the fifft Gdlileans who'came to Rome. 

But. before, and fmce that time, in all the parts 
of the earth, where the apoftles had not preached 
the gpipel, every one might fay to his Ibul, Who arc 
thou? whence comeft thou? what art thou do- 
ing.?* whicher art thou going? Thou arf, I.knpw 
not what ; thou thinkeft and perceiveft ; and wcrt 
, ihou to perceive and think a hundred thoufand 
jTiillions of years, never wouldft thou, by thine 
own faculties, without the affiflance of God, know 
a jot more than thou knoweft now. 

Know tttan, that God has given thee under- 
ftanding- to guide thy behaviour, and not to pe- 
petratrifito thc.eflence of the things which he has 
<:rcatcd, "^ - ^ 

X3 SUP- 
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SUPERSTITLON (Y), 

WHatever goes beyond the adoration of ong 
Supreme Being, and a I'ubnufiion of the 
heart to his eternal orders, is generally fuperfti-' 
tion ; and a moA: dangerous iuperllition is the an« 
nexing of the pardon of <:rimes to certain cere^ 
fnonieSf 

•* Et nigras maftant pecudcs ct manibus divis 
** Inferias mittunt, 

•* O faciles nimium qui triftia crimina caedfs 
•* Fluminpa tolli poffe pqtatis aqua." 

You imagine that God will forget your having 
killed a riian, only for your wsilhing yoor/elf in 
a river, facrificing a black (hcep, and fouie words 
being faid. over you. Of coiirfe then a feconc^ 
murder willhc forgiven you at the famf eafy rate, 
jind fo a third ; and a hundred nmrders will only 
Coft you a hundred black fliecp,* and a hundred 
ablutions !. Poor mortals!' away with fuci^ con<: 

V ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ! ' ■ — — -^-rrirrrr: 

'(Y) The doflrine contained in this article may come very 
Ijrcll from the mouth of Cicero, Seneca, or Plutarch ; but if 
it intends to fupprefs all external ceremonies of religion, it 
is not fuitable to a believer of Chriftiariity. We are ^ght 
that every particular or national church hath authority to de* 
cree and appoint Qereoionies or religious rites, without be^ 
ing charged with fuperftition.. And we believe that Bap- 
tiiin and the Lord's-Prayer, which conftitute a part of 
our external worlhip, were ordained by ChriH, and confe-. 
quently a div^ie inditution. Superftition properly confifts in 
the practice of fuch ceremonies as are reppgnant to reafoiii, 
iff the word of God, 

CeitS; 
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ctitB ; the bcft way is, commit no murder, and 
fo fave your black (heep. 

* How fcandalpus id it to imagine that a prieft <if 
Jfis and Cybele can reconcile you to the deity, by 
playing on cymbals and caiianets I And what is'tMs 
prieft of Cybele, this vagrant gelding, who lives 
i>y your wcaknefs, (hat he IhalJ fet up to be asa 
inediatof between heaven and you ? Has he any 
^ommiflion from God ? He takes money from yo* 
only for muttering fome ftrange words ; and yoa 
csin think that the Being of Beings ratifies what 
this hypocrite fays. 

Some fu perditions are innocent ; you dance oa 
Diana or Pomona's feftivals, or thofe of any of 
the fecondary gods in your calendar: be it (bj^ 
dancing is pleafant, healthy, and exhilarating; it 
hurts no body ; but do not take it into your head 
that Pomona and Vertumnus are mightily pleafed 
at youF:.baving frolicked in honour of them ; and 
that ifliould you fail to do fo, they Would make you 
fmart for [%; The gardener's fpade and hoe are the 
only Pomona and Vertumnus. Don't be fo weak : 
ds 10 think that your garden will be deftroycd by 
a.tempcft, if you omit dancing the pyrrbic or 
the cOrdax. 

There is another fuperftition which perhaps i» 
cxcufable, and even an incentive to virtue ; I meaa 
deifying great mtn who ha>?e been fignal benefac- 
tors to their own fpecies. To be fure it would be 
better only to look on them as venerable perfon- 
0gt§, and efpecially to endeavour to imitate them ; 
therefore revere, without worlhipping, a Solon, a' 
Thale?, a Pythagoras •, but by no means do not pay 
thy adorations to Het-cules for having cleanfed 
Augcas's ftabies, and lying with fifty girls in one 
n^bt, 

X 4 Efpc*' 
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jEfpeciallf forbear fecting up a worftirp tsf 
wretches without any other merit than igno(ance, « 
f isthtKiafm^ and naftinefs ; who made a vow of , 
idieDcis aiid beggary, and gloried in fuch infamy i 
fit fubjeds indeed for deification after theirdeath *, 
who were never known to do the leaft good^ when 
living! 

Obferve tliat the moft fuperftitious times hsiv^ 
tftx been noted for the gregteil enormities. * 

TOLERATION. 

WHAT is toleration ? It i^ a privilege ta 
which human nature is entitled : ^e ara : 
ali made up of weaknefs and errors ; it thereforo 
bekoves us mutually to forgive another's foUics. 
^This is the very firft law of nature. 

Though the Gueber, the %nian, thcjiewi' thtt^ 
Mahometan, the lettered Chinefe, the Greebv tte* 
Roman eatholic» the Quaker, traffic, together on 
the 'Change of Amfterdam, London, Surat, qc 
Bafforaj they will never pfFer to lift up a poniaii4 
againft each othsT, to gain proftlytes : wherefore 
^hen, fince the firft council of Nice, have we been ^ 
almoft contiaually cutting each other's throats 5 '' 

Conftantine beg^n with iffuiog an edifi:/ aiiow^ 
5ng the exercife, of all religions ; and fomc time. 
after turned pcxfccutor. Before him, all the £eivere 
treatment.of the Chriftians proceeded pgrely from 
their beginning to mak« a party in the ftate* The 
'Romans permittee! every kind,of worfliip, even of 
the Jews and Egyptians, both which they fo very 
much defpifed* How then came Rome to tolerate 
thefe forms ? It was becaufe neither the Egyptian^ 
nor the Jews themfelves went about to cxcerxi^nate- 
the antient neligion of the empire \ they did not 

crofs 
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^xcf& fea» aod la^ds to make profely tcs ; the getdog 
of nuMiey was ^ they minded ; whereas jc tsindtf*-^ 
pucablfi^ that the Chriftians icoiild not^ bier eofy^ 
-^nlcifs their religipn bore the fway. ' The Jews: 
weredifguft^ at the (tatue of Jupiter being ii^t up 
^n Jerufaleni > b^t the Chriftians would not fo tnucli' 
9s allow it to be in the capitol of Rome. Sc. Thomas . 
candidly owns, that it was only for want of power that 
the Chriftians did not dethrone the emperors: thcy- 
held that all the world ought to embrace their re- 
ligion i this of courfe m^de them enemies^ to all the 
world, till its happy converfion. 

Their controverfial points likcwife fct them at 
enmity one againft another concerning the divlnffy 
pf Chrift: they who denied it, were anathematized 
as Ebiofiites ; and the(€^nathem4ti2ed the wor* 
ihippers pf Jefos, 

If fomc would have all goods to be in common, a$^ 
they alkdged was the cuftom in the Apoftles time; 
their adrerfaries c^ll thenl Nicolaitans, and accufe 
them of the moift hbrrid crimes, If others fet upi 
for a myftical devotion, they are branded with the 
appellation of C^noftics, ^nd oppofed with extrenle 
vehemence and feverity. Marcton, for difputihg 
on the Trinity, got the .nanie of an idolater. 

Tertullian, Praxeas, Origen, Novatus, Novatia- 
nu8» S;ibellus, and Donatus, were all perfecuted 
by their brethren before Conftantine's time : and 
no rponer had Conftantine eftablilhed the Chriftian 
religion, than the i^thanafians ^nd Eufebians fell 
foul of one another V and ever fince, down to our 
own times, the Chriftian church has been deluged ' 
with blood. 

The Jewifli people were, I own, extremely bar- 
barous and mercilefs ; maflacring all the Inhabi* 
^ats of a litde wretched cpiuitry, to which it had 

no 
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no more right (Z) than their vile dcfcendants htvf 
to Paris or London. However, when .Naamaii 
is cured of his Icprofy by dipping feven .times 
in the river Jordan, and by way of ejipreffing his 
gratitude to Elijah, from whom he had the fecretof 
that eafy cure, he tells him that he will worfiiip the 
Godofthejews; he yet reierves to himfclf the liberty 
to worlhip his fovercign*s God likewife ; and alks 
Elifha*s leave, which the prophet readily grants (A). 
The Jews worfhipped thc*ir God, but never were 
offended at, or fo much as thought it (Irang?, that 
^very nation had its own Deity: They acquiefced 
in Chamoth's giving a traft of land to the Moa- 
bites^ provided they would let them quietly, enjoy 
>vhat they held from their God. Jacob made no 
dilEculty of marrying an idolater*s daughter ; for 
Laban had another kindof god than he whpm Jacob 
worfhipped. Thefe are inftanccs pf toleiratjoa a* 
mong the moft haughty, njoft obfli|ia,te, w^^xaoft.. 
cruel people of all antiquity j and we, ovcrlookirg: 
what little indulgence was among thcm.r bar^c 
have im.itated only their fi^nguinary rancayr. . 

Every individual perfecuting another for pot bc-»> 
ing of his opinion, is a monfter -, this is evident be* 
yond alldifpute: but the government ! men in powcri 



\Z) This is amiftake of M, Voltaire. The Ifraelies treate4 
the Canahites :ivith great feverity by the exprefs comtnand of 
God, who would have tbefe nations extirpated becaufe of their 
horrid impiety, which fbon made them unworthy of .the lands 
they pofTeifed, and was the caule of their being given away 
to the Ifraelites. 

(A) This ftory of.Naaman is not fairly reprefeated. .Naa- 
man does not alk Elilha's permiflion to worfhip his maftei's 
God, but to bow himfelf down along with his mafter, who • 
leaned upon his )iand ; fo that it was not a religious, but ^ 
•civil ceremony, in the difcharge of his office. Thus Abraham, ' 
Gpij. xxiii. 7. bowed hitnfelf to the people of the land. 

princes ! 
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princes! how are they to deal with thofe of a difr 
ferent worfhip from theirs ?. If foreigner^, and 
powerful, it is certain a prince will not difdaiti 
entering into an alliance with them. Firancis I. 
jhough his moft Chriftian majefty, unites witlf 
the Muffulmen againft Charles V. likewife a moft 
Chriftian monarch. Francis fupplies the German 
Lutherans with money to fupport their revoU 
againft the emperor; but, according to cuftom,. 
burns them in his own country: thus, from policy^ 
he pays them in Saxony ; and, from policy, makes 
bonfires of them at Paris. But what was the con- 
fequence ? Pcrfecution ever makes profely tes. France, 
came to fwarm with new Proteftants, who at firft 
. quietly Tubmiticd to be hanged, and afterwards 
hung others ; civil wars catoc on ; and St. -Bartho- 
lomew's day, of the maffacre of Paris, crowned all. 
Thus this corner of the world became worfe than 
all that ever the anticnts or moderns have faid of 
bell. 

Ye fools, never to pay a proper worfliip to the. 
God who made you! wretches, on whom theexample 
of the Noachidae, the lettered Chinefe, the Perfces^ 
and all wife men have had no influence ! monfters, 
to whom fuperftitions are neceifary as carrion to 
prows ! You have been already told it, and I have 
nothing elfe to tell you ; whilft you have but two 
religions among you, they will be ever at daggers 
drawing ; if you have thirty they will live quietly*. 
Turn your eyes to the grand fignior, he has among 
bis fubjefts Guebers, Banians, Greeks, Latins^ 
Chriftians, and Neftorians. Whoever goes about 
(p raife any difturbance is furely impaled ^ and thus 
9|l live in peace and quietnefs. 

TYRAN:; 
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TYRANNY. 

BY z tyrant is meMt a fovereign who makes 
his hutnoar the law, who feizes on his fub^ 
j^ets fubftance, and afterwards inlifts them to go 
and give his neighbours the like treatment, Thefe 
tyrants are not known in Europe, 

Tyranny is diftinguiJhcd into that of one pcrfon 
and of many; a body invading the rights of other 
bodies, and corrupting the laws that it may ex^ 
crcife a defpotifm apparently legal, is thfc latter 
tyranny ; but Europe )ikewife has none of rficfc 
lyrants* •• ^ 

- Under which tyranny would you chufe to Kve ? 
Under none ; but had I the option, the tyranny bf 
ooe perfon appeals to me leis odious and 'dreadful 
than that of many, A defpot has aiway« feme 
int^vals of good humour; which is never known irf 
^n aflembly of def^ots. If a tyrant has^ione mc 
an injury, there is his miftrefs, his confeffor^'orhw 
page, by* means of whom I may appeafe him, and 
obtain redrefs ; but a fet of fupercilious tyrants Is 
kiacceflibk to all applications. If they are not,un- 
jwft, ftill they are auftere and harlh 5 and no* ft* 
.voors are ever known to come from them. 

Under one defpor, I need only Hand <ip agatnft 
a wall when I fee him coming by, or proftrate my 
lelf, or knock my forehead againft the ground, ac^ 
jCording to the cuftom of the country ; but under 
a body of perhaps a hundred defpots, I may be 
obliged to repeat this ceremony a hundred times a 
day, which is not a little troublefome to thojc who 
arc not very nimble. Another dif^grceable cir- 
c;umftance is, if my farm happens to be in the 
ixeighbourhood of one. of our grejiC lords, it is 

unknown 
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unknown what damages I am obliged to* put up 
with ; and if I^have a law-fuic with a relation to a 
relation of one of their bigh-migbtinefles, it will 
infallibly go againft me. 1 am very much afraid 
that in this world things will come to fuch a paft,, ' 
as to have no other option than being either ham- 
mer or anvij. Happy be J who gets ckmc of this 
alternative^ . > .. 



VIRTUE <B). 

WH AT is virtue ? Doing good to t)thcrsi 
How cm I give the name of virtue to any^ 
one but to him who does me good ? I am in wan^ 
you relieve me i I anf in danger, you come to my 
aflTiftance ; I have been deceived, you telj me the 
truth. 1 am ill ufcd, you comfort nie ; I am ignor? 
rant^yoii irtftruft me : I mull fay then.youare vir- 
tuou9« But what will become of the cardinal and 
theological yirtue3 ? Let fome e'en renoain in. the 
fchools. " ^ 



(B) Ovtr author may give fome bfFence to minute critics in 
ll}« fpUowins article, but upoir confuderation the reader wilt 
find4:he whole to be a logomachia. By virtue he means charity 
dnd beneficence. The cardinal and theological virtues he 
calls excellent qualities, but d9es not allow them to be vir- - 
tues in regard to our neighbour. No body pretends they are;: 
but they are virtues in regard to ourfelves, and to the Deity; 
or they are excellent qualities, for we ihall not difpute about 
the woid. We do not perceive, neverthelefsy how M. Vol- 
taire can be faid to give indirefC encouragement in this ar- 
ticle to .private vices, for he acknowledges that gluttony, 
drunkennefs, &c. are l^lemifliej or defedls in a hermit, tho* 
not pernicious to focicty,. becaufe he does not live in a focial 
ftsrte. 

What 
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What is your temperance to nie ? It is no mbrtf 
chart an obfcrvance of a rule of health ; you will be 
the better fof it ; and much good may it do you. If 
you have faith and hope, better ftill; they will procure 
you eternal life. Your theological virtues are hea- 
venly gifts, and thofe you call cardinal are excellent 
qualities for your guidance in Ijfe ; but^ relatively 
fo your neighbour, they are no virtues. The pru-' 
dent man does good to himfelF •, the virtuous ta 
men in general. Very welf was it faid by St, Paul, 
that charity is better than faith atnd hope. 

But how ! are no virtues to be admitted buf 
thofe by whic^ others are benefited ? No indeed. 
We live in a fociety; confequently there is 
nothing truly good to us, but what is for the 
good of fuch fociety. If a hermit is fober and 
devout, and among 'other mortifications wears a \ 
fackcloth fhirt; fuch a one I fet down as a faint; but 
before I (hall ftyle him virtuous, let him do fome 
aft of virtue which will promote the wcti being of 
bis fellow creatures, whilft he lives by himfelfv 
to us he is neither good nor bad ; he fs nothing. ' 
If St. Bruno reconciled families, and relieved the 
indigent, he was virtuous; if he prayed and fafted 
in the defert, he was a faint. Among men vir- 
tue is a nfiutual exchan^ge of kindnelFes, and whoever 
declines fuch exchanges, ought not to be reckoned 
a member of fociety. Were that faint to live in the 
world, probably he wouFd'clo good in it; but v^hilfl: 
he keeps out of it, the world will only do his faint- 
Ihip juftice, in not allowing him to be virtuous. 
He may be good to himfelf, but not to us. 

But, fay you, if a hermit be given to drunken-' 
nefs, fenfualijy^ and private debauchery, he is a 
vicious man ; confequently with the oppofite qua- 
lities, he is virtuous. That is what I cannot come 
into t if he has thofe faults lie is a very filthy man; 

but 
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but, with regard to fociety, as it is' not hurt by ' 
his infamies, he is not vicious, wicked, or deferv- 
ingof punilhment. It is to be prefumed, that were 
he to return into fociecy, be would do much harnoy 
and prove ,a very bad man. Of this there is %■ 
greater probability, than that the temperate and* 
chafte hermit will be a good man*, for rn public 
life, fauhs increafe, and good qualities diminifH^ 

A much ftrongcr objcftipn i^,' that Nero, pope . 
Alexander VL and o^her fuch monfters did fomc 
good things. I take upon me toSnfwcr, that when, 
ihey did, they were virtuous. 

Some divines, fo far from allowing that excellent 
emperor Antoninus to have been a good man, re- 
prefcnt him as a conceited Stoic, who, befides rul* 
ing over men, coveted thcit efteem ; that in ail the 
good he did to mankind, his own reputation was , 
the end j that his jufticc, application, and bene- 
volencc,. proceedc?^! purely from vanity j and that 
his virtues were a downright impofition on the 
world. At this, I cannot forbear crying out, OI 
my God, be pleafed in thy goodnefs, often to give . 
us fucK hypocrites. 



W A R. 

F Amine, the plague, and war, are the three 
moft famous ingredients in this lower world. 
Under famine maybe claflcd all the noxious foods, 
which wane obliges us to have recourfe to; thps 
Ihortening our .life, whilft we hope td fupport ' 
ir. 

In the4>lague are included all contagious diftcm- 
pers; and thefe are not lefs than two or three 
thoufand. Thefe two gifts we hold from provi- 
dence > but war. In which all thofe gifts are con- 
centered, 
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ccnicred, we owe to the fancy of three or^foti/ 
hundred perfons fcattered over the furface of thiar 
globe, under the'hame of princeiland minifters^ 
and on this account it may be, that in feveral dedi- 
cations, they are qalled the living images of the 
Dcity^ 

The moft hardened flatterer will allow, that waf 
is ever attended with plague an^ famine, efpecially 
if he has fecin the military- hofpitals in Germanj:y 
or paired through any villages where fome notable 
feat of arms ha» been performed^ 

It is unqueftionably a very noble art to ravage 
countries, deftfoy dwellings, and communihus annis^ 
out of a hundred thoufand men: to cut olBf forty 
thoufand. This invention was originally cuhivaced 
by nations, aflen^bled for their conimon good ; for 
inftance, the diet of the Greeks fent word to the 
diet of Fhrygia and its neigbboursy that they, were 
putting to fea in a thoufand fiihing-boats, in or-& 
der to do their beft to cut them off root and branch^ 

The Roman people, in a general afiembly, re-^ 
folved that k was their intereft Co go and fight the 
Vejentes or the Volfeians before harveft j and fome 
years after, all the Romans being angry with all the 
Carthaginians, fought a long time both by fea and 
land. It is otherwife in our time. 

A genealogift fets forth to a prince that he is de- 
fcen^ed in a direct: line from a oount,^ whofe kin^ 
dred, three or four hundred years ago, had made 
a family-^compad: with a houfe, the very memory 
of which is extingui&ed. That houfe had fome 
diftant claim to a province, the lad proprietor of 
which died of an apoplexy. The prince and his 
council inftantly refolve, that this province belongs 
to him by divine right. The province, which is 
fome hundred leagues from him, protefts that it is 
does not fo much as know him 3^ that it is not dif- 

pofed 
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|)ofed to 'be governed by him;, that before pre* 
fcribing laws to them, their confeni, at lead, wa^ 
heceffary : thefe allegations do not To much as reach 
the prince's ears ; it is infifted on that his right isi 
inconte liable* He inftanily picks up a multi- 
tude of men, who have nothing to do, aor nothing 
to lofc ; cl'oaths them with coarfe blue cloth, one 
fou to the ell ; puts therm on hats bound with coarfd 
ivhite worded ; make5> them turn' to the right and. 
left ; and thus marches away with them to glory. : 

Other princes, on this armament, take part iri 
it to the. beft of their ability, and foon cover a fmall 
extent of country, with more, hireling murderers 
than Gengis-Kani Tamerlane, and Bajazet had ac 
their heels. 

. People, at no (mail diftarice, on hearing that 
fighting is going forward, and that if they would 
ihake one, there are five or fix fous a day for them, 
immediately divide into two bands, like reapersj 
and go and fell their fervices to the firft bidder. 

Thefe multitudes furioufly butcher one another jf 
not only without having any concern in the quar-* 
rel, but without fo much as knowing what it ii 
about. 

Sometimes five or fix powers are engaged, three 
againft three, two againft footv fometimes even 
one againil five, all equally detefting one another j 
and friends and foes, by turns, agreeing only in 
one thing; to do all the mifchief poflible. 
^ An odd circumftance in this, infernal enterprize 
is, that every chief of thefe rufiians has his colourar 
tonfecrared -, and folemnly prays to God before he 
gofes to dellroy his neighbour. If the flain in a* 
battle do not exceed two or three thoufand, the for-** 
tunate conimander does not think it worth thank- 
ing God for ; but if, beTjdes killing ten or twelve 
ihoufand men, hfe has- been f> far favoured by heaf* 

Y itai 
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ven^ as totally to deftroy tome remarkable pl^rt^v 
then a vcrbofc hymn is fung in four parts, com-^ 
pofed in a language unknown to all the codh 
batants, and befides ftufFed with barbarifnis. The 
fame fong does for marriages and births, as for* 
piaflfacres ; which is fcarce pardonable, efpecially 
in a nation of all others the moft noted for new 
ibngs. 

. AH countries pay a certain number of orator* 
to cefebrate thefe fanguinary aftions; feme in ^ 
k>ng black coat> and over it a fhorc docked cloak i 
others in a gown, with a kind of fbirt over it ; fome 
again over their (hirts have two pieces of a mwlef- 
coloufed fluff hanging down. They arc all very 
long- winded in their harangues, and to illuftratea 
battle fought in Weceravia, bring »p what^pafied 
ihoufands of jrears ago in Paleftine^ 
^ At other times thefe gentry dedaim aga,lne(l 
vice V they prove by .fyllogifms and antiibtffeSi thil 
kdies, for flighily heightening the hue of theSr 
cheeks with a littfe carmine^ will affuredly be the 
eternal objefts of eternal vengeance } th'.|t Poly- 
eufte and Athalia (C) are the devil's works 3; that 
he, whofe table on a day of abftinence, is loaded 
with fifli to the amount of two hundred crowns, is 
mfallibly faved ; and that a poor man^ for eating 
two penny-worth of mutton, goes to the devil ibr 
ever and ever. 

Among five or Bx thoufand fuch dedamationsy 
there may be^ and that is the moft^ three or four, 
written by a Gaul named Maffillon, which a geii^ 
tleman may bear to read ; but in rK)t one of all 
thole dilcourfes has the orator the fpirit to animad- 
vert on war, that fcourge and crime which includes 



(C) Two French Tragedies. 

all 
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m\\ others* Thefe groveling fpeakers are cofitinu- . 
ally prating againft love, mankind's Only folacc, and 
the only way of repairing it : not a word do they 
fay of the deteftable endeavours of the mighty for 
its deftruflioh: 

X Bourdaloue, a very bad fermon have you mat!e 
againft impurity, but not one either bad or good 
on thofe various kinds of murders, on thpfe rob- 
beries, on thofe violences, that univerfal rage, by 
which the world is laid wafte ! Put together all the 
vices of all ages- and places, and never will they 
come up to the mifchitrfs and enormities of only oile 
campaign. 

Ye bungling foul-phyficians, to bellow for an 
hour arid more againft a few flea-bites, and not f^y 
'a Word about that horrid diftcmper, which tears us 
to pieces. Burn your books, ye moralizing phil^- 
foph^rs } Whilft the humour of a few ftiaTl make 
it an aift of loyalty to butcher thoufands of our fel- 
low-creatures, the part of mankind dedicated to 
heroiffn will be the moft execrable and dcftrudlivc 
monfters in ^11 nature. Of what avail is humani- 
ty, benevolence, modefty, temperance^ mildoeft,' 
diffcfeiion, and piety, when half a pound of lead 
. difchangcd , at the diftance of fix hundred paces 
fhatters my body; when I expire at the age of 
twenty under pains unfpeakable, and amidft thou- 
fands in the fame miferable condition ; when my 
^yes at their laft opening fee my native town all ia 
a blaze ; and the [aft founds I hear arq the (hrieks 
and groans of women and children expiring among 
the ruins, and all for thepretended intcjicft of a 
man who is a ftranger to us ! 

The worft is, that war appears to be an unavoid- 
able fcourge 5 for if we obi'erve it, the god Mars 
was worfhipped in all nations; and among the 
Jews, Sabaoth fignifics the god of armies : but in 

Y 2 Hoxncr^ 
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Homer, Minerva calls Mars a furious hare-brained 
infernal deity. 

WHATEVER IS IS RIGHT. 

WHAT a clamour was raifed in the fehools, 
and even among fober thinkers, when 
Leibnitz, paraphrafingon Plato, built his ftrufture 
of the beft of poffible wbrlds, affirming that all 
things went in the befjt manner, and that God 
could make but orte wqrld. Now, Plato had al- 
lowed that God could make five, there being five 
regular folid bodies ; the tetraedron or three-faced 
pyramid,with the bafc equal, the cube, theexaedron, • 
the dodecaedron, and licoacdron. But our world is 
• not of the form of any of Plato's bodies, fo that he 
Ihould have allowed God a fixth hiannei:/ 

So much for the divine Plato. Leibnitz, who 
Icertainly was his fuperior both in metaphyfics and 
geometry, in the tendernefs of philanthropy (hew- 
ed mankind, that we ought to be very well fa- 
tisfied, and that God had done all he could for. us; 
that he had neceffarily, arr^ong all pofllbilites, made 
choice of what was indifputably the beft» 

What becomes of original fin ? w^s the cry of 
many. Let what will come of it, faid Leibnitz 
and his friends; but in his public writings he. 
•makes original fin neceffarily a part of the bed 
world. 

How ! our firft parents to be driven out of a de* 
lightful abode, where they were to have lived for 
.cv^r, had thery not eaten an apple! How! in 
wretchednefs to beget children loaded with a va- 
riety of wVetchednefs, and making others as wretch- 
ed as themfv-lves! How! to undergo fuch difeafes ; 
to feci fuch vexations \ to expire in pain ; and by 

way 
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^Siv of refrefhment to be burned through all the 
ages of eternity; was this the belt portion ? That 
is not over good for us ; and in what can it be good 
for God ? 

Leibnitz' was fenfible this admitted of no an- 
fwer ; accordingly he falls to making of large 
books unintelligiJDle tt his very felf. 

To deny that there is any evil, may be faid as a 
banter by a Lucullus full of health, and feafting in . 
his faloon with his miftrefs and jocund cronies ; 
but only let him look out at the window, and he 
will fee fome unhappy people ; and a fever will 
make the great man himfclf fo. ' , ' 

I am not fond of quoting; it is ufually a critical 
tiflc ; it is neglefting both what precedes and fol- 
lows the pafl'age quoted, and bringing on one*s felf 
'complaints and quarrels : yet I mult' quote Lac-, 
tantius, a father of the church, who, in his thir- 
teenth chapter on the Divine Anger, puts the fol- 
lowing words into Epicurus's mouth; ''EitherGod 
** would remove evil out of this world, and cannot; 
*' or he can or will not; or he has neither the 
** power nor will i or laftly, he has both the power 
'* and will. If he has the will and not the power, 
** this fhews weakncfs, which is contrary to the 
*' nature of God; if he has the power, and not 
^ the will, it is malignity; and this is no lefs con- 
*•* trary to his nature. If he is neither able nor 
** willing, it is both weaknefs and malignity ; if 
*« he be both willing and able (which alone is 
" confonant to the nature of God) how came it: 
*' that there is evil in the world ?" 

This is a home argument; and accordingly Lac- 
tantius gives but a forry anfwer to it, in faying 
that God v^ills evil, but that he has^ given us wil- 
<iom for acquiring, good. This anfwer muft be al- 
lowed to fall very lliort of the objcdtion ; as fup- 
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pofing that God, without producing evil, could not- 
have given us wifdom ; if fo, our wifdom is a dear 
bargain. 

Ihe origin of evil (D) has ever been an abyfs, 
the bottom of which lies beyond the reach of hu- 
man eye ; and many philofophers and kgiflatorii, 
in their perplexity, had recoiarfe to two principles^ 
one good and the other evil ; Tiphon w^ the evij 
principle among the Egyptians, and Arimane among^ 
the Perfians. This divinity is well known to h^ve 
been efpouied by the Manichees i but thefe wife 
ifolks, having never conyerfed with either the good 



(D) How difficult foever this great qyeftion of the cauft «p4 
furiginal of evil may appear tor cur author, it has been ^i^ 
mirably well folved by the learned Dr. Clarke» b^ t)ie infe-, 
rence he draws from the proofs of the pofTibility and real ex- 
iftence of liberty. For liberty implying a natural power of 
doing evil as well as good, and the imperfedl nature of Anite 
beings making it poffible for them to abufe their libcrtf 
to an a6lual commifltoh of evil, and it being necefiary to tW 
order and beauty of the whole, there fl)oult} be dtSene^ 4^ ^ 
grees of creatures, fome lefs perfect than others j heftce;there ^ 
neceffarily arifeth a poflibility of evil, though the Creator i^ 
infinitely gooi Evil is either natural or moral. Moral evil 
arifes wholly ft cm the abufe of liberty, which God gave to his* 
ci'catures for other purpofes, and which it was reafonabte an<t 
fit to give them for the perfefUon and order of the whole crea^ 
tion : but they, contrary\o the divine intention and Odmmandy' 
have abufed what was necelTary for the perieSiion of the whole^ 
to the corruption and depravation of themfelves. . Natural 
i'vUh either counterpoifed in the whole, with as great or greater 
good ; fiich are the afflidlions and fufFerings of gooa mei^ 
and then it is riot properly an evU : or it' is a punifhrnent, an(f 
then it is a neceflary confequence of moral evil'. As for ideath; 
it is not a' natural evil, though generally counted filch ; finci^ 
\t is only the want of immortidity, a perfefUon whiith does 
hot belong to our nature, and fuch a want is no^. properly an 
evil. See Dr. Clark^ oa the Being and Attributes of .God. ; 
' ' / QT 
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(Of the ^vil principle^ I think they are not to be be* 
!H?ved on their bare, word, 

Amidft the abfurdities which (wirm in the 
world, and.ma]^ be claflfed among its evils, it is no 
flight error to have fuppofcd t^o Almighty Be- 
ings d:xUggling which ihould bear the greater fway 
in the world, and making an agreement together, 
likeMoliere's two phyficians. Allow me the puke,, 
and I will allow you the bleeding. 

. Bafilides, from the Platonics, affirmed, fo early 
as the firft century ot the church, that God gave 
otir world to be m^de by his lowed angels; and 
that by their aukwardnefs and ignorance things arc 
as they are. This theological fable falls to pieces 
before the terrible objedion, that it is not in the 
nature of an infinitely wife and powerful God to , 
caufe a world to be conftrufted by ignorant archi- 
teds, who know not how to conduft fuch a talk. 

, Simon, aware of this objedlion, obviates it by fay- 
ing,, that the angel who acled as furveyor is 
damned for his bungling; but this bunghng of the 
angel does not mend pur cafe. 

Neither docs the (Grecian (lory of Pandora folve 
the objeftion any better. The box with all evils 
in it, and hope remaining at the bottom, is indeed 
a charming allegory ; but this Pandora Vuleaa 
n>4de purely to be revenged of Prometheus, who 
had farmed a man of mud. 

The Indians are not a whit nearer the mark : 
God on creating man gave him a drug, by which 
he was to enjoy perpetual health; the man put his 
ijrug on his afs ; the afs being thirfty, the ferpent 
(hewed it the way to a fpring, and whilft the a(s 
was drinking) the ferpent made off with the drug. 

The Syrians had a conceit, that the man and the 
woman having been created in the fourth heaven,. 
^hey took a fancy to eat a bit of cake ioftead of 

Y. 4 ambrofia^ 
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jamfarofta, their naural rfgale. Atnbrofu perfpired 
through the pores •, but ar'cereacing rhe cake thcjr 
had a morion to go to ftool, and afked an angel 
fhc ^^ay to the privy. Do you fee, faid the angel, 
yon little plnnet, fcarce vifible, about fixty milli- 
ons of leagutrs off? that is the privy of the uni - 
vcrfe i make the beft of your way thitner. They 
raarcHed,'and there they 'were left to continue; and 
ever fjnce this our world has been what it isi . 

But the Syrians are gravelled wBefi* afked, why 
God permitted man to eat of the cake, and why ic 
ihould be produftive of fuch dreadful evils to us ? 

To (horten my journey,, I (hoot aVay from the 
fourth heaven to lord Bolmgbroke. This perfonA 
age, who it mult be allowed had a great genius, 
gave the famous Pope his plan of whatever !:» is 
^RiGHT, which accordingly occurs word for word iii 
lordBolingbroke's pofthumous vyorks^ and the famd ' 
fcntiment occurs before in lord Shaftcfbury's Cha- 
rafteriftics. In his trcatife entitled the Morahft, 
^re thefe words : ;' ': 

" Much is allcdged in anfwer, ta (hew why 
** nature errs, and hov/ (he came thus impoten^ 
*' and erring from an unerring hand. But I deny 
•' ihe errs.— — 'Tis, on the contrary, from this or- 

V der of inferior and fuperior things, that we ad- 
** mire the world's beauty, founded thus on con- 
*' tr^rietie^ ; whilft from fuch various and difagree- 
^' ing principles, an uni^^eTfal concord is eftablifhed, 

**Thus in the fcvcral orders of terreftrial forms, 
** a refignation is required, a facrifice and yielding 
** of natures one to another. The vegetables by 
«* their death fuftain thf animals; and animal 
f bodies diflblvcd, enrich' the earth, and raife again 
*^ th« vegetable world. Numerous infedt^ are re- 

V duced again by th^e fuperior* kinds of birds an J 
'•'* beads i' and thefe again are checked by.man,^ 
'< ' ^ • • i *• ' »* ^ho 
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f « who in his turn fubmits to other natures, and 
5' refignsliis form a facrifice in common to the "reft 
^' of things. And if in nattircs fo little cxaltccj, 
" and pre-eminent above each other, the facrifice 
*' of intereft can apptar fojuft; how much more 
*« rcafonaWy may ^11 inferior natures be fubjedted 
" to the'fuperipr nature of the world! — The 
^^ central powers, which hold the lafting orbs in 
*^ their juft poife and movement, muft not be 
'' cbritroufed to Tave a fleeting form, and rcfcuc 
*' from the precipice a puny animal, whofe brittle ' 
'* frame, hpwe'cf protefted, muftof itfclf fo foon 
*' diflblve. '^ Thf? ambient air, the inward vapours, 
*' the impending meteors, or whatever clfe is nu- 
. ?' trimental or prefervative of this earth, muft op^- 
" rate in ji natural cQurfe; and other conftitutions 
*< muft fubmit tci the good habit and conftitutioti 
*' of the all-fuftainin^ globe." ! 

Bolingbrok^i Shaftcfbury, and Pope their artift, 
are not more fatisfa|3:bry than the others ; their 
WHATEVER IS IS RIGHT, impotts DO morc, than 
that all is diredled by ictimutable laws ; and who 
knows not that ? Ypu tell us nothing in obferving 
with every little child, that flies ^re born to be de- 
voured by fpidcrs ; fpiders by fwallows ; fwallows 
by magpies ; magpies by eagles j and. eagles to be 
fhot at by men, and men to kill one another, and 
to-be eaten by worms ; and afterwards* by devil^- 
4t leaft a thoufand to one. . •. " 

Thus we fee a clear and ftated order throughout 
every fpecies of creatures : in ftiort, there is order 
in all things. The formation of a ftone in my blad- 
der is a ^wonderful mechanifm: ftony particles in - 
fcrnfibly get into my blood; are filtrated in my 
l<idnies; pafs through the urethra; fettle in my 
bladder ; and there, by an admirable Newtonian 
a^ctraftion, concrete. The ftone forms and grows 
r' * ' " bigger. 
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bigger, anj3 by the fioeft difpofiiions in the wQrld» 
I unocrgq tortures wqrfe than death : a furgeon» . 
having improYcd.Tubal Cain's invention, comes aqd 
ft?ibs a (harp and edged fteel inftrument jntp my 
-: — , l^ys hol^ of my (lone with his forceps ^ but 
by a neceflary oiechanifni it breaks as he is trying 
tQ cxtraft it, and by the fame mecjianifrp I expire 
as on the rack. As what ever is is right, all this 
muft be likcwife right ; it is evidently a confe- . 
quence of the unalterable phylical principles grant-* 
ed > and I know it as^ well as yourlelf 

Had we no feeling, no objcftion would lye a- 
gainft ifuch ^ fyflem : but that is not the pointy 
what we aflc is, whether there are no fenfible evils^ 
and vt hence they are originated? Pope, in his fourth 
cpiftle on whatever is is right, fay?,, '* There. 
•* is no evil, or all partial evil is univerfal goodi'* 

An* odd general good, truly; compofed of the . 
gout, the ftone, pains," affliftions, crimes, fuffcr- 
ingJJ, dp^th, and darpijatipn ! 

The fall of m^n is the pl^iftcr \ve lay oa allt 
thefe partial difeafes of foul and body^ which you 
term general health j but with Shaftesbury and.Bo^ 
lingbroke, original fin is a mere jeft, and Pope is 
filent about it ; their fyftem manifeftly underr . 
n[iine$ Chriftjanity,, and explains nothing at ^11, 

This fyftem, hovvever, has lately been counter 
nanced b^y fever;^l divines, who mak^ no iiifficuky 
of contrarieties : well, let no body he grudged the 
comfort of reafoning in his way o^ the deluge of - 
cyil, with which tfie world is overwh^^lmed ; .ifo,fr . 
curable patients'lhould be allowed. tp gratiify iheir 
appetites in eating what they like; fome have 
pyen cried up this fyftem as confolatory. 

A ftrange corpfqrt I own ! And do not you^nd 
great relief in Shaftjesbury's prefcriptioq, w^ia fajfs, 
ttiai; Gp4 ^'^^^ ^^^ change his eternal jiaws icu; 4l 
' ' ' / * paltry 
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paltry a creature as man ? It muft however be 
owQed,that this paltry animal has a right humbly to 
lament, and, amidd his lamentations, to endeavour 
at comprehending why thofe eternal laws are qoc 
adapted to the well-being of every individual. 

This fyftem of whatever is is right, reprc- 
fents the Author of nature merely as a powerful 
cruel king, who, if he does but cpmpafs his dc-^ 
figns, is very eafy about the death, diftrcffes, and 
afflictions of his fubjefts. 

So very far, then, is the opinion of the beft 
world poffible from being confolatpry, that it 
puzzles thofe philofophcrs who embrace it. The 
iqueftion of good and evil remains an inexplicable 
chaos to candid enquirers; cavillers ftiay trifle 
with it ; they are gallcy-flaves playing with theic 
chains. As to the thoughtlefs commonalty, they 
are not unlike 6ftics taken out of a river and put 
into a referyoir, little thinking they are to undergo 
a fecond removal in Lent ; to we of ourfclves are! 
totally ignofant of the caufcs of our dcftiny. 

At the end of almoft every chapter of metaphy- 
fics, we Ihould put the two letters ufed by the Ro- 
iman judges when a caufe was obfcurc, N. L. non 
liquet^ 1 don-t underftand it. 



WICKED, WICKEDNESS (E). 

!¥T TE are perpetually told that human nature Is 

YV cffentially pervcrfe, that man is bofn a 

diiid of the devil. Now nothing can be more im- 

prucjcnt^ 



/ 



(£) Our author talks very favourably of humanity under 
thte artick^y Which is inconfifteht with the horrid pifture ho 

3 gWei 
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prudent; for, my friend, in presching to me that 
all the w^rld is.born in wickedncfs, thou informtft 
me that thou art born fo, ^nd that behoves me to 

'beware of thee, as I would of a fox oi; crocodile. 
Pl pot at all, fayeft thou, I am regenerated, I am 
no unbeliever or heretic, 1 may be trufted: fo then, 
the retnainder of mankind being either heretics, or 
what thqju calltft infidels, will be a mere herd of 

.monrters; and whenever thou art fpeaking to a 
Lutheran or a Turk, thou fhouldtft conclude that 
they arc fcfr roJ;>brng and murdering thee, for thtryi 
are the devil's fpawn. ; one is not regenerated, and 
the other is degien^ratjpd. Much more rational and 
much more handforae would it be to fay to men, 
*' You are all born g6o/d ; confider how dreadful it 
*« would be to defile the parity of your being."' 
Mankind fliould be dealt with as individuals. 
If a prebendary leads a fca.nd^lous life, a friend 
fays to him, is it poffible that you can thus dif. 
grace the dignity of a prebendary |^ A counfcUor 
or judge is, reminded that he has the honour of be- 
ing counfellor to the king; and that it is his duty 
to be an example of virtue. The encoura^emenE 
to a foldier is. Remember you belong to the regi- 
ment of Champagne; and every individual ihpWd 
be told, Remember your dignity as a man. ' ^''"' 
. Say or do what you will, this mull: at length 
be the cafe: for what can mean this faying, fo 



gives of it in his UniverfaJ Hiftory. As he WQuld infinnati?, 
however, that human nature is exempt from, original fin, he 
is guilty of a very great error ; for it is an efiential dogma of 
Chriflianity, evidently laid down in fcripturc, that we have 
4II finned in Adam, "as by, one man fin^ entered into the 
" world, and death by fm ; fo death pafied upon all men, 
** for that all have firfned." From' this,' and in c<Mftfeqtie^ce 
of original fm, it may befaid, that m^uis Ofhis WP natuife 
iiicliiied to evil. " 'c 

y ^ ^ cpmmon 
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:C9mrpon 'among all nations, Refleft withiti thyfelf. 
Kow> were year, bnrn a child of the devil ; were your 
origin criminal*, were. your blood formed of an 
.infernal liquor ; to bid you refleft within yourfelf 
would import, Confult your diabolical nature, and 
follow its fuggcfttons •, cheat, rob, murder, it Is 
your father's law. 

Man is not born wicked ; he becomes fo, as he 
falls fick. Should fome phyficians come and tell 
, h\m you arc born-fick, it is certain that thefe phy- 
ficians, whatever they might fay or do, will nOC 
. cure him if his difeafe be inherent in his naturi ; 
and thefe reafoncrs are themfelves very fick. 

Bring together all the children of the upiverfe, 
you will fee nothing in them but innocence, gen- 
tlenefr, and fear ; were they born wicked, fpight- 
ful, and crael, fome figns of it would^come: from 
thenft, as little fnakes ftrive to bice, and little tygers 
to tear. But nature having been as fparing of offcn- 
five weapons to man -as to pigeons and rabbits, it 
cannot have given them an inftinft to mifchief and 
deftrudtion. 

So man is not born wicked : how comes it then 
that fo many are infeded with the peftilence of 
wickednefs ? It is becaufe they who bear rule over 
them, having caught the diftemper, communicate 
it to others ; as a woman; having the diftemper 
which Chriflopher Columbus brought from Ame- 
xica, has fpread the venom all over Europe. By 
the firft ambitious man was the world Corrupted, 

You will fay that this firft monfter only fecun- 
dated that germ of pride, rapine, fraud, and cruelty, 
.which is in all men. I own, that in general, the 
.greater part of our brethren eafily conTad thefe 
qualities: but has every body the putrid fever, 
the ftone, and gravel, bccaufe every body is liable^ 
/ to ihofe diftempers ? 

There 
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There «fe whole nations which are not wicked ; 
the Phjladelphians, the Banyans have never (hed 
human blood. The Chinefc, the people of Ton- 
quin^ Lao» Siam, and even of Japan, have lived in 
the moft profound tranquility tot thefir hundred 
years paft. In ^he fpacc of ten years fcarce any of * 
thofe enormities at which human nature ftands 
aftoniihed, is heard of in the cities of Rome, 
Venice^ Paris, London, and Amfterdam ; eiti^^, 
where yet cupidity, the mother of all erimes', is 
dagraht. 

If men were eflentially wicked, and all bom 
under the fway of a being as malignant ta 
wretched, who, in revenge for his punifbment, in- 
fpired them with all his rage, we ftiould evefy 
morning hear of hufbands being murdered by their 
wiveis, and fathers by their children, jud as fowls 
are found killed by a polecat, who canr.e in the 
night and fucked their blood. 

If we fuppoTe there are ten hundred miffions of 
men upon the earth, it is a great many •, and this 
makes about five hundred millions of womenj wha 
lew and (pin, feed their little ones, keep the houfe 
or hut clean, and backbite their neighbours a litite. 
1 do noc fee any great harm thcfe poor fimpktorts 
do on earth. Of this number of inhabitants on the 
globe, there are at lead two hundred n^iiliohs of 
children, who certainly neither kill nor plunder, and 
about as many who, through age and ficknefs, are 
hot capable of thole crimes. 1 hus there remain*, 
at moft, but a hundred millions whom youth and 
vigor qualify for the commiffion of crimes. Of 
thelc hundred millions we n)ay fay, that ninety are 
continually taken up with prodigious labour, in- 
forcing the earth to furnilh them with food and 
raiment : now thefe have fcarce time to perpetrate 
outrages. 

la 
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in the remaining ten millions will be rncluded 
idlers and jocund companions^ who love peace and 
feilivicy \ the men of talents, who are taken up with 
their feveral profeffions/, magiffarates and priefts, 
whom it manifefty behoves to lead an irreproachable 
life, at leaf): in appearance. So that the real wick- 
ed men are reduced to fome few politicians, either 
fccuhir or regular, who will always be for difturb- 
ing the world ; and fome thoufands of vagrants, who 
hire their fervices to t|jofe politicians. Now never 
is a million of thefe wild beaAs employed at once, 
and among thefe I reckon highwaymen; lo that 
at nK>fl:, and in the moil tempclluous times, there 
is but one man of a thoufand who may be called 
wicked, and he is not fo always. 

Thus is wickednefs on earch infinitely lefs than 
is talked of and believed. To be fure, there is 
ftill too much misforrune, diftrefs, and horrible 
crimes 5 but the pleafureof complaining and mag- 
nifying is Tuch, that at the leafl: fcratch you cry 
out : the earth is deluged with blood. If you have 
been cheated, then the world is full of perjury. 
An atrabilarious mind, on having been wronged, 
fees the univerfe covered with damned fouls 5 as a 
young rake, feated at fupper with his doxy after 
the ^opera, does not dream that there are any 
diftrelfed objeds. 



F I N I S. 
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